POSITIVE INCIDENCE

NO: 15 14th July 2014

A monthly Newsletter to club members of the Strathalbyn Model Aircraft Club
From Paul Mitchell : President

Firstly let me say thank you for your endorsement as President for the 2014-2015 year – I really
enjoyed last year and look forward to the next 12 months. We welcome Darren as Secretary and Events
Coordinator, Bill as S.F.I. and Mauro as a Safety Officer – all other positions stay the same.
Phil Crawley must be thanked again for his dedicated effort as secretary, Nick Braithwaite for all his
work with the RFDS Air Show, and many others who were a great help behind the scenes. Our working bees
have shown just what can be achieved, and with a couple more this year we should be able to get the field
looking really good for the John Watters Scale day in November. The work we all put in last year paid off in
big measure and during this coming 12 months I’m intending to focus on general club flying as well as the
Astroturf runway laying.
Our efforts with the RFDS fundraiser have done a lot for our public relations with the township and
the Council, and we should be able to build upon this – the up-coming Antiques and Hobbies Fair comes to
mind – see more on this further down.
So on to the current year……probably not so frantic with events as last year, but lively enough to
keep us all on out toes. The club calendar is on the web site, so there’s no excuse for missing a date now.
And speaking of the web site, thanks to Nick Parson and Darren for their assistance getting it up and
running. I’ll be the main up-loader of information, in the form of the Positive Incidence, regular News Items
and Coming Events reminders….so check in regularly and see what’s new.
---------------I spoke with Trevor Woolfitt on the weekend, and I’m happy to advise you all that he is home and
recovering after a series of successful operations. He tells me he has lost 20kg during the weeks he was
hospitalized and convalescing. I’m sure you will join me in sending him and Barbara our very best wishes
and hope to see him up and about again very soon….get well Trev.
SOCIAL DINNER AT THE GREEN MAN HOTEL – ASHBOURNE – FRIDAY 25th JULY
Let’s get as many club members and partners there as we can….we could all do with a good night
out with the ladies…who are an integral part of our hobby and deserve to be wined and dined at gatherings
of this sort. It’s only a few weeks away gentlemen…so talk to the ‘better halves’ and make the commitment.
There could well be some live entertainment if I can arrange it….wholesome and respectable of course!
Please use the ‘Contact’ page to let me know the starters and numbers so I can let the hotel know.
STRATHALBYN ANTIQUES AND HOBBIES FAIR – 16th & 17th AUGUST
Noel, Jan and Graham have been arranging the club’s attendance at the Fair for several years now.
The club has been providing a static display of models with members in attendance to answer questions etc.
This year I’m told we will be inside the RSL hall – in the front entry area, so a good opportunity to show the
public our hobby close up. Many visitors will have been at the RFDS day and will be well primed with
questions. Bill Kent says he can have a Flight Simulator in operation again too. We can get things in place
on Friday afternoon as there is someone staying overnight to keep an eye on things.
If anyone is available to bring models or help on the days please contact Bill.
We will be able to distribute flyers on the day with an invitation to attend a ‘Come and Try Day’
which will be held two weeks later….read on….
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“COME AND TRY” DAY – SUNDAY 31st AUGUST
Can’t see any reason to alter it much from last year‘s format – between the buddy-box sessions there
will be plenty of demonstration flying of various different types of models. The thing to remember here is
that the members of the general public who turn up may be looking for information about getting into the
hobby and our club, so we need to be ready and available to assist them with flyers and answers.
This is a perfect opportunity to build on the good public relations work done on the RFDS fundraiser.
I’ll be looking for input from as many members as possible on the day….and will be drawing up a
flying schedule much like last year’s. We can discuss this more at the July general meeting.
WEB SITE – www.rcaircraftclub.com
I hope you are all familiar with the site now – we’ve started several ‘build albums’ in the Galleries
section, and if anybody has a project under way and would like to have a separate album, drop me a line
through the Contact page and I’ll get one up and running for you.
If you have anything to contribute please sent it to me. Photos and items from the guys who fly during
the week would be good - I only get out to the field on the weekend. How about someone appoint himself as
the ‘weekday correspondent’ - just a few lines and a snap with your smart phone is fine, and if you want you
can have your own byline in the Positive Incidence.
ASTROTURF – MAAA GRANT MONEY
We have been advised by the MAAA that our application for a $3600 grant to assist with the laying
of the Astroturf was successful.
I’ll be discussing the technical arrangements with Jim Bowie and see if we can get a date in place for
his machinery to be on site. As I understand it, the idea is to have the machines dig out 100mm of soil where
the Astroturf will be laid, fill it with sand and spread it out as level as they can. The sand is then raked flat
with a slight hump in the middle and then rolled and whacked down tight with a vibrating roller. Once the
sand is solid, the Astroturf is rolled out on the sand and the edges protected with pavers to give Bob
something to aim at when he is mowing. The alternative is to simply dress the Astroturf down vertically into
a slot in the ground…and spray the grass at the edge with weed killer. Once we get a clearer picture of
exactly how much the machines will be doing…and what needs to be done by club, I’ll set a date for the
working bee(s). The idea is to have the whole thing done in as short a time as possible, so as to keep the
field fully operational as for the longest time. It would be good to have it ready for the John Watters Scale
Day in the middle of November…but we need to be sure the machinery will be able to operate on the field
without leaving dirty big tracks everywhere….and that it can all happen in plenty of time to make sure it is
fully operational before the day…or we will have to put it off till after November.
Hope to have more information at the next general meeting.
‘MOST IMPROVED’ CLUB MEMBER
The Noel Wenzel Most Improved Club Member
Trophy for 2014 went to Chris Winzer, who has
shown a great improvement in his flying skills.
Noel is seen here presenting Chris with his award.
The actual trophy is displayed on the wall in the
club room at the field, with the new recipient’s
name up-dated each year.

Congratulations Chris.
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MEMBER’S BUILD PROJECTS
I have started several ‘build albums’ on the club web site in the Galleries section. If you have a build
under way and send me some photos as things progress I’m happy to start a new album for you, and update
it as required. If you would just like to start a photo album of your models for old times sake…send me the
snaps and I’ll get an album going for that too. There is plenty of space for this on the web site…it’s not a
problem.
If you have any other ideas for the Galleries section…let me know….it’s your site.
Below are the words that go with the four Build Albums that are on the web site so far…..I’ll put the words
and a few photos for the builds here in the Newsletter…the rest of the photos are in the Galleries section.
BRIAN’S ‘PROJECT PULSE JET’

See more photos in the Galleries section

Hi Paul,
Please find attached images of Project Pulse Jet that I am currently working on. The two
delta units belong to Brad and Adrian. These are converted Modeltech Mach Racers that would
normally be powered by a .46 glow motor. They have had a 'nose job' and laminated elevons
replace the stock units to make them jet ready. A third one is on order for Marty Morgan and when
it arrives it also will get the treatment. The other is mine and is a scaled down version of a German
design called a Vendetta and this one has been built from scratch. All units will be powered by a
Hobby King pulse jet that is a copy of the original Dynajet from years gone by. The fuel being used
is Methanol with 20% Nitro to help with the starting and add some color to the tail flair.
If you like I can give a talk on the subject at a club meeting if anyone is interested. (yes please – ed)
Cheers
Brian Lockett
Modifying the Modeltech Mach Racers

Scratch-building the Vendetta

Thanks Brian – I recon we should have a sound level test one day…..I’m sure it will be way too loud to fly
at the field, but a short fire-up would be interesting…! We could take bets on the sound level.
I heard one at the Nationals back in the 60s...it was very loud…

I said it was very Loud !
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NICK’S YAK 18PM

See more photos in the Galleries section

Nick has been slaving away
down in his workshop - the
YAK is getting closer to the
covering stage, and she is
really starting to show her
lines off.
The
long
and
lean
proportions of this aircraft
lend themselves to a fine
flying model, and the SIG kit
was a really good one,
designed
by
Claude
McCullough, one of the best
in the game back in the 70s.
The electric retracts are now
in place and the wing fillets
have been completed too.
The nylon covering on the tail feathers is showing it’s age, and will have to be removed and replaced with
new covering.
Nick went over the entire airframe and checked all those 40 year old glue joints….not much different to a
modern ARF really…..☺ Ok…Ok…that was a low blow.
Nick has decided to equip her with a 20cc gasser and is checking the balance as the build progresses.
MY GLOSTER GAMECOCK

See more photos in the Galleries section
The cold wet weather has provided the opportunity to
get going on the fuselage and tail feathers. I’ve added all the
stringers and have the plywood cockpit surround ready for
attachment. The next thing to do is install the pull/pull guides
for the rudder and the pushrods for the elevators.
Back in the 70’s I built several largish (for then) scale
models for the State Championships…. one had a pilot’s head
that turned towards the crowd, and the other had an arm that
saluted the judges on the low slow fly-by. I’m planning on
making the Gamecock’s pilot do both…with miniature servos
I can hide things under the seat and not worry about any
complicated mechanical connections from the main servo or
pushrods.
So far she weighs 5.5kg, and weight wise I’d estimate
that I’m just over half way ….I’m trying for10kg all up! The
silver doped finish should help with the overall weight as it
needs no undercoat and forms part of the actual tightening
and sealing of the silk…rather than an applied finish
afterwards, as is normally the case.
Can’t wait to start building the wings…..
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DARREN’S MITSUBISHI ZERO

See more photos in the Galleries section.

The model was found on Ebay and just could
not be passed up…..or that’s his excuse anyway…☺
It arrived with much of the assembly work
already done, and those retracts are the real-deal
scale items and probably originally cost as much as
he paid for the whole lot!
Darren is planning on covering the wing with
fine fiberglass cloth and resin. The previous owner
had already beefed up the undercarriage supports.
The fiberglass fuselage looks to be pretty
much ready and waiting for the installation of motor
and radio equipment…plenty of room in there by the
looks! The kit came with a spare cowl and
canopy….do I feel a sliding canopy coming on…?
The control surfaces are to be covered with
some form of silk and dope then painted to match the
rest – not just for weight saving, but to replicate the
original construction.
I think it is about 90 inch span and will be
powered by a 50cc gasser…what else?
I’ve started an ‘build album’ for the Zero and
I’m sure we will see more photos as things progress.
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‘CAUGHT IN THE ACT’ …….of flying at the field
I haven’t been at the field for several weeks …but here are two photos that Mauro took recently and sent to
me… …..looks like Matt has been doing a lot of flying lately.

Thanks Mauro great shots…and don’t you
just love that ‘moody’ sky.
I can always use good photos…so come on
guys, start snapping away and send ‘em in to
me please.

If you think you’ve seen these photos
before……..look at the banners at the top
of the pages on the web site…….oh yeah!

JULY GENERAL MEETING – TUESDAY 29th JULY
At this meeting we need to discuss the upcoming Antiques/Hobbies Fair and the “Come and Try” day.
I’ll have a flying schedule drawn up and will be looking for names of those willing and able to assist with
buddy-boxes, with demonstration flying, and with general ‘public relations’ on the day.
Nick Braithwaite has kindly agreed to bring along his collection of photos from various British Nationals
and his early modeling career – we will have the club projector (thanks John) - should be very interesting.
See you there
Cheers
“…..if you don’t like flying left-hand circuits…… try doing them inverted……it won’t change things
much……but it will keep you focused……”
Paul
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