Really flash
PHOTOGRAPHY
Ellen Bowness has travelled the world taking pictures and now she and fellow
photographers have got together to showcase their five favourite views
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Latrigg by John
Ormerod

T

ime is precious, especially
when you are in a strange
place, so knowing where and
when to go means you can
pack more into your
photographic trips. I’ve travelled the world
taking pictures - Iceland, the Arctic,
Antarctica, The Falklands, Lapland, USA,
Jordan, Egypt, Cambodia and Vietnam and I’d have given my eye teeth for a
location guide.
Then, the penny dropped - fellow
photographers might want the same thing
for the Lake District. This is a huge slice of
spectacular countryside with a lot of
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different landscapes and it can be hard to
decide where to focus your efforts. A lot of
great locations are also tucked away, and
not easy to find.
So that’s the aim of my book, The
Photographer’s Guide to the Lake District.
It does what it says on the cover and these
pages contain five of my favourites spots.
As well as pointing you in the right
direction, my main advice is to just get out
there whatever the weather and start
taking photos. The more you take the
better you get at finding good
compositions. And remember, you don’t
have to own a fancy camera – you can get

From this unsuspecting hill you get a
spectacular view over Derwentwater,
with the town of Keswick nestled below
you. I must admit that it’s one of my
favourite locations because you can
drive most of the way up, with just a
short walk from the car park to the
summit. There’s not much foreground
to include in your photo, but the wide
view more than makes up for it.
great results with even a basic compact.
If you want truly spectacular photos you
really need good light – usually found
around sunrise and sunset, although you
also get great light with moody storm skies
- not unheard of in The Lakes! Oh, and
one final word - charge your batteries the
night before. There’s nothing worse than
getting up for sunrise and trudging up a hill
in the dark to find they’re dead. >
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Derwentwater
shoreline by
Timothy Ball
Most people are drawn to the shores of
Derwentwater around the Keswick
boat landings, a great location at
sunrise and sunset. But venture a little
further around the lake and there are
even more views to reward you. One of
my favourites is the boardwalk area at
the southern end, which is easily
accessible using the ferries that run all
day. If you’re lucky enough to be there
on a frosty morning it’s simply
wonderful.

Wastwater
by Roger
Merrifield
From the western shore you get
one of the most dramatic views in
The Lakes - looking up the lake
towards the giants of Yewbarrow,
Great Gable and Lingmell. I love the
wild and rugged feel of the area,
and there are plenty of potential
compositions to keep any
photographer content for hours. As
an added bonus, it’s often quieter
than the central Lakes (especially
at sunrise and sunset, where you
can be the only person there).
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Side Pike
by Jeanie
Lazenby
Just up the road from the
famous Blea Tarn (which in
itself is a spectacular location)
is the little-known Side Pike.
After just a 10 minute slog up
the hill you’re rewarded with
stunning views over the head
of Great Langdale Valley to The
Langdale Pikes. If you’re feeling
energetic, you can carry on
from here up the spine of
Lingmoor for even more wide
views of the area.

Aira Force by
Ellen Bowness
On an overcast day I often head for
Aira Force to capture the magnificent
main fall. The waterfall is set in
delightful woodland, with endless
places to do long exposure shots of
the stream that meanders through it.
It’s particularly photogenic in the
autumn when the leaves turn shades
of orange and gold. It can get pretty
busy on weekends and bank holidays,
but there’s always somewhere quiet
you can find just off the footpath.
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Life through a lens
Ellen Bowness was born and
bred in Little Langdale.
Although she is a biologist by
profession, she has been a
book editor for a variety of
publishers over the last nine
years. ‘I have a huge passion
for travel photography,’ says
Ellen, 31. ‘I’m also very
passionate about the area I
live and I want to share it with
others.’
The Photographer’s Guide
to the Lake
District is
published by
Long Valley
Books, priced
£12.95. She’s
written a
similar guide
to the Yorkshire Dales.
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