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Community Support Makes A Difference

Ivy and Nya amidst the Kinsey African American Art & History Collection at Tacoma Art Museum. Photo courtesy of Klair Ethridge.

The Future For Hilltop’s T.U.P.A.C.
Thanks to the strong voices of our Hilltop and Tacoma Community and our elected officials and other Civic leaders,
THA and T.U.P.A.C. are now back on track.

By Klair Ethridge, Executive Director
of Tacoma Urban Performing Arts
Center (T.U.P.A.C.)

Friday December 17th, 2021
We entered the Holiday Season full
of hope for the future after another
vibrant meeting between T.U.P.A.C.,
Tacoma Housing Authority (THA),
Mithune and our respective teams
in planning and anticipating our
next meeting scheduled for early
2022, where we would all review,
streamline, refine the MOU
(Memorandum of Understanding)
and enter into a more formal
acknowledgment of the intent of all
parties concerned for the new build
of THA’s new housing development
on S. 11th St and L St. This “new
Build” would also house T.U.P.A.C.’s

new state of the art of approximately
11,000 square feet dance studio/
performing arts space that would
convert into a 200 seat theatre space,
to serve the Hilltop Community.
January 2022
T.U.P.A.C. received an email from
THA informing us of a highly revised
design plan reducing the square
footage to 3,000 square feet made by
THA which negated the Design the
Hill and THA Community Agreement
for T.U.P.A.C. to be a Black led
Cultural Arts anchor for the new
project. This would make the theater
space impossible, and once again our
community had the rug pulled from
under us.
A January 16th article written by
Matt Driscoll for the Tacoma News

Tribune, Another betrayal of Hilltop?
Reconsideration of arts center makes
some people think so (https://www.
thenewstribune.com/news/local/
news-columns-blogs/matt-driscoll/
article257348767.html), shared
T.U.P.A.C.’s plight in an insightful
article published on January 16th
2022. Tacoma was made aware of
the decision made by THA – and the
people spoke.
The Hilltop Citizens and
leadership galvanized to express
our dissatisfaction with once again,
having our hopes and desires negated
by another Civic entity. How many
more occurrences of bait & switch
could we, would we endure? This
has been yet another reminder that
bureaucratic agencies look upon
Black owned businesses as being

incapable of running successful
enterprises which depend upon the
largess of corporate donors and
supporters.
Thanks to the strong voices of our
Hilltop and Tacoma Community and
our elected officials and other Civic
leaders, THA and T.U.P.A.C. are now
back on track.
T.U.P.A.C. is a 501 c (3) non
profit organization – our mission
is to provide our most deserving
youth world class opportunities to
achieve Artistic Excellence in the
Performing Arts through Community
classes and Pre-professional classical
ballet and related dance training,
National and international mentors
and intergenerational guest artists,
and whole person development and
community give back.

Our Vision
T.U.P.A.C. envisions a future
where our students will be globally
recognized as T.U.P.A.C. artists by
the content of their character, their
poise, the generosity of their spirit
and the phenomenal contributions
they make to their communities and
the planet. T.U.P.A.C. where Classical
Ballet Legends are Trained.
More Information
You can reach out to Klair Ethridge
at contact@tacomaupac.org. Find
out more about T.U.P.A.C. on their
website at https://tacomaupac.
org/, or visit their Facebook Page
at https://www.facebook.com/
TacomaUrbanPerformingArtsCenter/

HAC Celebrates Black History Month

Join HAC as we focus on Hilltop Black History with local special guests who will share inspiration and insight as we move forward into 2022.
By Kristine Coman
Hey Hilltop! As we step into February and celebrate Black History, we
hope you’ll join us each Monday at
6:00 PM for a HAC Virtual Weekly
Update on Facebook Live at https://
www.facebook.com/HilltopActionCoalition/. We’ve been collaborating
with Jeff Dade, Director Community
Development with Forterra, to have
an exciting line up of Special Guests
from our local Hilltop Neighborhood.
HAC Board Members will be there

to Host and share out community resources and opportunities.
On Monday, February 7th, Special Guests Jeff Dade with Forterra,
and Jeremy Gregory and Tiffany
Sevenflyn, local artists working on
designing one of the buildings for
Housing Hilltop, are looking for community feedback. There art will be
unveiled at the Feb 28th Art Exhibit.
I wanted to give Jeff a big shout our
for organizing the Art Exhibit video
that will be shown on Feb 28th.

February 14th, HAC Special
Guest will be Dr. Linda Ishem, Senior
Lecturer Emeritus at UW Tacoma.
Dr. Ishem will share A Valentine’s
Day love letter to Hilltop full of local Black History. This will surely be
an exciting HAC Virtual Weekly Update - Dr. Ishem taught Community
Development courses and has a rich
knowledge of the Hilltop Neighborhood.
On February 21st, Special Guests
will discuss the film screening of
Since I Been Down! and will include

Gilda Sheppard, Filmmaker and Activist, Faraji, an actor in the film Since
I Been Down!, and Klair Ethridge,
T.U.P.A.C... Executive Director and
host of the Feb 13th Film Screening.
The Film Screening and Community Talk by T.U.P.A.C. will be held
at 1105 MLK Jr. Way. Meet the director and activist behind the film Gilda Sheppard. Register at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/film-screening-and-community-talk-tickets-246888499147?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Monday, February 28th, join
HAC Hosts and watch An Art Exhibit
Video that shares work by local artists. Special Guests will include artists in the video along with Jeff Dade,
organizer or the Art Exhibit.
Thank you for taking part in our
Local Black History Month celebration! If you have news to share with
the Hilltop Neighborhood, please
reach out to hacoffice15@gmail.com.
Donations are accepted at https://
www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_
button_id=2FP36QYKYK33Q.
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HAC Virtual Weekly Updates
Hey Hilltop! What’s happening? Find out each Mondays at 6:00 PM.

Join in on Mondays at 6:00 PM via
HAC Facebook Live where you’ll receive
community updates and information about
local events and resources in the Hilltop.
If you are not on Facebook, simply Google
HAC Virtual Weekly Update at 6PM and
click on the Live Video link. You may not
have access to the chat log, but you can still
watch the video.

Can’t make the virtual meeting? No
worries! All virtual meetings are recorded
and available to view on the HAC Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/
HilltopActionCoalition by clicking on the
Videos tab.
Check out the Jan 24th HAC Virtual
Weekly Update to hear from Cynthia Tucker
with The Tacoma Association of Colored

Women’s Club and their acquisition of the
Historic Nettie Asberry Home (more on page
11); and, Klair Ethridge, Executive Director
of The Tacoma Urban Performing Arts Center
will share her goal of keeping T.U.P.A.C. on
the Hilltop. You’ll find the video here https://
www.facebook.com/116095881827916/
videos/1257199708346976 along with the
entire library of Virtual Weekly Updates.

Guest Contributors

Threadranna Allen
Bethany B.Lyte
Kellen Burden
Mary Cogger
Kristine Coman
Laurie Davenport
Jo Davies
Chris Eberhardt
Liz Ellis
Klair Ethridge
Bryan Flint
Delia Flores
Alvarao Juarez
Tanisha Jumper
Jon Kulju
Phyllis McElroy
Vicky McLaurin
Alex Meacham
Perry Newell
Richard Reilly
Jennifer Schaal
Harlan Shoop
Megan Snow
Alyssa Torrez
Cynthia Tucker
Jenefeness Tucker
Kelly Von Holtz
Matt Wakefield
Raeshawna Ware
Christy West
Lowell Wyse
Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department

Community Priorities
•
•
•
•
•

Join Us

Hilltop Action Coalition
Virtual Weekly Updates
Mondays @ 6PM
Meet your neighbors and become part of the Hilltop Community.
Each week, we have presentations and information about community
events, activities, policy, and important news.

Good Jobs and Local Hires
Affordable & Obtainable Housing
Pathways to Home Ownership
Programs for Youth and Seniors
Create a Hilltop Neighborhood Library

Advertise with us
Email hacoffice15@gmail.com

Hilltop Action Coalition

Hilltop Action Coalition is a community-based
coalition and 501(c)3 nonprofit that is working
to mobilize and empower diverse individuals,
families, businesses and other public and
community organizations to build a safe, clean,
healthy resilient and united community.
President
Michealea Lemons
Vice-President
Greg Walker
Treasurer
Tiffani Reyes
Secretary
Hunter Henderson
Board of Directors
Alyssa Torrez
Executive Director
Brendan Nelson
Program Manager
Kristine Coman

Hilltop Action Coalition is
recruiting Board Members!
Email hacoffice15@gmail.com

Transition: Hilltop Action
Coalition’s New Leadership
As Brendan steps into this new role as HAC Executive Director,
Michealea Lemons moves into the Board President role and takes on leadership of the Board.
By Alyssa Torrez, Hilltop Action
Coalition Board Member
When you think of the Hilltop, or
the Hilltop Action Coalition, Brendan
Nelson probably comes to mind.
He has been serving the Hilltop
community through various roles
for 20 years, including as the Hilltop
Action Coalition Board President. He
is now looking forward to his next
role in service to the community, as
the Executive Director for the Hilltop
Action Coalition.

This is not only a new role for
Brendan, but a new role for the
organization. The HAC board has
undergone extensive strategic planning
and subsequent leadership changes.
These have been in consideration by
the board for some time and comes as
HAC is looking to increase capacity
and serve the community the best way
it can.
As Brendan steps into this new role,
Michealea Lemons is stepping into
the Board President role. Michealea
came to HAC two years ago with

a background in health equity and
community outreach and as a resident
of the Hilltop. It was clear early on
that she would bring great insights and
new ideas to HAC and make a lasting
mark on the work and the community.
And that has turned out to be true,
as she becomes the Board President,
taking on the leadership of the board.
The HAC board is so excited to
welcome Brendan and Michealea into
their new roles as we kick off the new
year and plan programming to support
the Hilltop community.
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Meet HAC Board Member: Greg Walker

Part of an ongoing series highlighting Hilltop Action Coalition Board Members.
By Jo Davies

I met Greg at a HAC Community
meeting several years ago and have
enjoyed our conversations over the
years. I unabashedly admire his
abilities (which are many), his passion
and his compassion. These attributes
are essential in his work as the Pierce
County Area Director of the Coffee
Oasis, a shelter for under-aged youth;
he brings those same qualities to the
Hilltop and HAC. Our most recent
conversation focused on his thoughts
as a member of the Hilltop Action
Coalition Board.
When you moved to Hilltop, how
did you learn about HAC?
We hadn’t yet bought our house,
but I was at an Associated Ministries
meeting when a friend said “if you
want to get connected to the Hilltop
community, you should go to a HAC
community meeting. At that time, prepandemic, HAC was holding monthly
community meetings in the CHC
Community Room. There would be
40 people or so there and featured
presenters would talk about what they

were doing that affected life on the
Hilltop: development, services, new
businesses, programs, etc. And after
the formal meeting, there was always
a buzz, people connecting or catching
up with one another, a real sense of
community. I’d been to a couple of
meetings when Jo Davies discovered
that I had a truck and a background in
logistics – soon I had been recruited
to help with the annual Hilltop
Clean-up. After serving HAC and
the community by leading a couple
of Clean-up operations, I joined
the HAC board. I’ve been a Board
member for four years and have
served as both Treasurer and Vicepresident, sometimes concurrently.
What’s been most challenging for
HAC during your tenure?
I think HAC’s biggest challenge has
been, and will continue to be, the result
of our success in redefining our role
in the community. We’ve moved from
a community focused on addressing
violent crime, gangs, and drugs to
more contemporary issues such as
housing affordability, gentrification,
and community equity. HAC is well

positioned to play a prominent role in
not only connecting our community,
but to help lead the effort to “build
and sustain a resilient community
with socially-just housing, jobs,
commerce, and quality of life.” We
need to take concrete steps to assure
sufficient affordable housing for all
who call Hilltop home. We need to
recruit businesses and cultivate jobs
on the Hilltop that provide living
wages for our neighbors.
It feels like we’re racing the
train-literally- trying to establish
a beachhead against gentrification
before the light rail is complete
through Federal Way and we become
a bedroom community for Seattle.
Housing costs are increasing, and the
Hilltop is not attracting sustainable
employment opportunities. We need
to implement innovative solutions
that will help prevent displacement.
The adage about the best time to plant
a tree is applicable to our situation:
The best time to plant a tree was 20
years ago; the second-best time is
now.
In response to my question about

HAC Vice-President, Greg Walker,
believes our future starts with loving our neighbors.
what we should do now, Greg
returned to his overarching theme:
we should be deliberate about being
in community. It was what helped
Hilltop overcome the violent crime
and gangs of the past, it’s what makes
events like the Hilltop Clean-up, a
success, it’s what keeps us going.
Together we have power when we are
devoted to a common cause. Ours is

a valuable community and we must
expect the City and other stakeholders
to work with us. The lesson of the
pandemic is “if we are to thrive, we
need community. At every level, this
is the most tumultuous time of most
of our lives, and our future starts with
loving our neighbors.”

Hope Is Hilltop

Where is your hope? Or, where do you observe hope in the community? I’ve been asking around .....
By Harlan Shoop
When life is complicated, hard,
and confusing, it may be difficult to
have hope. Maybe it’s always hard to
have a deep sense of hope. A family
member that has a terminal cancer
or is struggling with depression or
a relationship that is strained, learns
that it’s hard to have hope.
We watch the news at night,
drought in Kenya, volcano eruption
in Tonga, famine in Afghanistan, our
political divisions in this country and
other countries, the reality of climate
change, it’s hard to have hope.
There is a thoughtful verse in the
Hebrew Bible in Jeremiah 29:11 that
says- “I [God] know the plans I have
for you, to prosper you and not harm
you, plans to give you a hope and
a future.” I have often quoted this
and unaware that I have reversed the
hope and future to say- “a future and
a hope”. But the order as written is
best because we won’t have a future
without hope.
Hope is what? An emotion? Naive?
Pollyanna? I think it’s a verb. It isn’t a
reality until someone does something
to make it happen. It is something we
choose.
Recently a group of us have been
doing a little research project in
conjunction with Street Psalms. A
local group that does work nationally
and internationally to equip leaders
to assist communities on the margins
of mainstream culture. One of their
projects is called “Practicing Peace”.
Part of this project is to ask some
people in the community- where is
your hope? Or where do you observe
hope in the community?
I’ve been asking around and what
I am finding is a lot of people have
hope despite the struggle for change.
I am going to give some responses to
the question but the people who said
it will remain anonymous because I
didn’t get their permission to quote
them. But maybe if you are reading
this you will recognize what you said.
Hank, who is on the board of a local
Hilltop organization, said that the
work being done in the Hilltop -light
rail, new housing (THA and KOZ),
tree planting make it seem like ‘it’s
our time”. We are making it happen.
There is a brighter future ahead.
Alisson agreed and what was
hopeful to her was that the community
“shows up”. And that the Hilltop

is unique in that regard. We come
together to make stuff happen.
Catlin said that “there is real
dialogue about important things in
the Hilltop. And it’s unique to the
Hilltop. We are connected to our
future through the past.” How I
understood her statement was that
we have experienced the pain and
pleasure of the past and as a result
are wiser about our decision for the
future of Hilltop. Forgive me if I
misunderstood.
James thought that for so long the
Hilltop has been told to “hurry up
and wait” for stuff to happen. “We
are now seeing the fruits of what we
planned. These are real things not just
talking about something happening.
And a lot of what is being done is
done on behalf of and for children.”
Organizations like Boys and
Girls Club, People’s Center,
Bryant Neighborhood Center were
mentioned by a Youth for Christ staff
member as some of the groups that
were making decisions with kids in
mind. He was hopeful for the youth
in our community. He was especially
encouraged by the Gen Zers. They
want to make changes and want to be
a part of the action to change.
To me another hopeful sign is all
the artwork that is so visible around
the Hilltop on various buildings. We
have some very talented artists in our
community. Just the fact that they
take time to do a mural with faces of
people, engaging color and design or
provide a sculpture along the sidewalk
is an expression of hope. It says “this
community is worth investing in.”
Hope must be a verb. At the
heart of how we see the community,
relationships, and the world around
us, people have hope. I was listening
to Representative James Clyburn
of South Carolina on a news show
answering questions about civil
rights, voting rights and Build Back
Better legislation all before congress
as I write this. He used the word
“hope” several times. He was hopeful
that these issues would be resolved
and that our leaders would get
something done.
I am hopeful. I am aware that what
makes Hilltop a place of hope is that
we are in this together. People are
willing to be engaged and commit to
making Hilltop a place of resilience.
It’s obvious-we have a future.

The artist is Adika Bell and the title
is “To Shine a Light On Our Colorful Past, Present, and Future”. Here’s
his website https://www.adikabellart.
com/.

It is a piece that was commissioned
by the Community Investment Council (CIC) as part of the Celebrating
Hilltop program which had two projects: Get Ready & Lasting Legacy.
This mural was part of Get Ready.

Bryant Neighborhood Center seeks to foster a diverse,
connected and empowered neighborhood and invites
residents to participate in developing a healthy, just and
sustainable community. Find out more at https://www.
bryantneighborhoodcenter.org/.

Also, the CIC is a group of Black
Hilltoppers led by Brendan Nelson
and Kiara Daniels; envisioned by the
Fab-5/Forterra partnership for Design
the Hill 11th & MLK.

KOZ ON N MLK WAY is located at 824 Martin Luther
King Jr. Way, Tacoma and encourages car-free living
and will house electric cars, scooters and bikes for residents. Find out more about Koz On N MLK at https://
www.kozdevelopment.com/koz-on-mlk-way.
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Links to Opportunity Streetscape Project

Links to Opportunity Streetscape (LTO) project will begin construction of improved sidewalks and streetscape features later this Spring.
By Jon Kulju, Engineering Project
Manager for City of Tacoma
As the Hilltop Tacoma Link
Extension project is working
towards improving the transportation
options in the Hilltop, the Links
to Opportunity Streetscape (LTO)
project will begin construction of

improved sidewalks and streetscape
features later this Spring. The
community driven design will
represent the culture and vibe of one
of Tacoma’s oldest historically Black
neighborhoods and business districts.
Construction of the project is
sure to be disruptive as access to
residences and business will be

obstructed for limited periods of time.
The City is working closely with the
community to ease the disruption
and promote communication through
postcard mailers and other media like
the Hilltop Action Journal and the
Hilltop Business District meetings.
The construction team will strive to
keep the community informed of the

construction schedule and be open to
responding to issues that may arise.
More information will be shared as
construction nears. In the meantime,
please reach out to contact someone
on the team at the following:
- Jon Kulju, jkulju@cityoftacoma.
org, (253) 591-5204 - City of Tacoma,

Engineering Project Manager.
- Carol Wolfe, cwolfe@cityoftacoma.
org (253) 591-5384 - City of
Tacoma, Community and Economic
Development Division Manager
- Kristine Coman, hacoffice15@
gmail.com (253) 301-3299 Program
Manager, Hilltop Action Coalition

Tacoma Tree Foundation Promotes
Community Health Through Greening
So why doesn’t Hilltop have as many trees? The answer has to do with the history of unequal investment across the city.

By Jennifer Schaal and Lowell Wyse
Last August, a Hilltop Action
Coalition Weekly Update featured
the City of Tacoma Urban Forestry
department’s Arin Lewis and Ryan
Hebert chatting about Grit City Trees
Program. (In case you missed it,
check out the presentation on HAC’s
Facebook page!). Arin and Ryan
explained that urban forests promote
are good for health, community, and
equity, noting that Tacoma has lowest
amount of urban forest in the Puget
Sound Region...and Hilltop has one
of the lowest urban forest densities in
the city. The Grit City Trees Program
uses the Tacoma Equity Index to
prioritize communities like Hilltop
with areas of low tree cover by
providing free trees, stakes and ties,
TAGRO, and watering supplies to
anyone with the space to plant a tree.
A healthy urban forest has many
benefits: it promotes well being,
boosts the economy, helps children
learn, improves neighborhood safety,
reduces pollution, and manages
stormwater. Studies show that in
areas with green space residents
are three times more likely to be
physically active and 40% less likely
to be overweight. Spending time in
green spaces reduces stress, lowers
blood pressure, and promotes mental
health.

But in the middle of winter, most
folks are probably not thinking
much about trees. The fall colors are
gone, and the spring blossoms are
still months away. At Tacoma Tree
Foundation (TTF), though, there’s
lots of work being done to help
connect people with plants in 2022!
TTF is a nonprofit organization that
works closely with the City of Tacoma,
the Pierce Conservation District, and
many other organizations. TTF is
focused on building community and
growing the urban tree canopy, which
is the network of all the trees and
shrubs that make the city beautiful.
And for many reasons, Hilltop is
one of the neighborhoods they’re
focusing on.
As a whole, 20% of Tacoma is
shaded with trees. While that may

sound like a lot, most of those trees
are in the parks and gulches on the
city’s edge and not in neighborhoods
where people could benefit from all
the health and social benefits trees
offer. That 20% figure actually places
Tacoma in last place among all the
cities in the Puget Sound area! But in
Hilltop, the streets are shaded by only
10% tree cover, roughly half of that
city average. That also makes it hotter
in the summer than neighborhoods
like the North End. The City of
Tacoma is aiming for 30% coverage
city-wide, which means there’s lots of
room for Hilltop to grow.
So why doesn’t Hilltop have
as many trees? The answer has
to do with the history of unequal
investment across the city. In the mid1900s, exclusionary housing practices

Tree Cover and Urban Heat
The two maps on the right show average
tree canopy by census block (in green), and
directly measured air temperatures during
the heatwave of July 2018 (in red). When
comparing tree cover with urban hear, a
pattern emerges which significantly impact
public health.

like redlining divided the city by race
and income, leading to a pattern
of deliberate disinvestment in the
Hilltop. Today, the map tree coverage
in Tacoma looks a lot like the 1930s
redlining map. Whiter and wealthier
neighborhoods also tend to have more
tree cover. This is what some people
are calling the “unfair forest.”
Tacoma Tree Foundation is
working to change that by focusing
on tree coverage as an environmental
justice issue. Using data and maps
from the City and from the Tacoma
Equity Index (www.treeequityscore.
org), they are working with partners
in Hilltop, Eastside, South End,
and South Tacoma, to bring trees to
communities where they will have the
greatest benefit.
To explore this issue further, folks

can check out the Tacoma Community
Forestry interactive map at
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0b0e009ae2bf4fc3850161bfdfce5740.
For more information on the
Tacoma Tree Foundation, please
visit the TTF website at https://www.
tacomatreefoundation.org.
For more information on the Grit
City Trees Program, please visit
the City’s website at https://www.
cityoftacoma.org/government/city_
departments/environmentalservices/
urban_forestry/grit_city_trees.
The Program accepts applications
from both individual residents
and
neighborhood
groups.
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Hilltop Tacoma LINK Construction Pictures
Liz Ellis, Sound Tranist Community Outreach Specialist shares current construction work photographs taken last week.

Excavating for pavement on S 17th ST east of MLK Jr. Way. Photo courtesy of Liz Ellis.

Installing concrete pavement on S 18th ST. Photo courtesy of Liz Ellis.

Hilltop Tacoma LINK Station construction. Photo courtesy of Harlan Shoop.

A Traction Power Substation was brought to the location near Normanna
Hall and the Police Station. Traction Power Substations are part of the
electrical system that powers the trains. The buildings are built off site
and then trucked to the locations. Photo courtesy of Liz Ellis.

Keep Up-To-Date with
Hilltop Tacoma Light Rail
Link Construction

St. Joseph Station.

Are you Loyal to the Local? When you shop local, you help your neighborhood businesses grow and thrive.
Why is that important? Because these businesses depend on people like you, and shopping local means you’re
helping your community as well. So, instead of driving across town, keep it local. Here is a link to a map of
local businesses in the Hilltop neighborhood: https://www.soundtransit.org/sites/default/files/documents/loyalto-local-hilltop-link-businesses-map.pdf.

Get the latest Hilltop Link construction updates by
visiting Hilltop Tacoma Link Extension Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/505066506854906/?notif_
id=1616800420039653&notif_t=page_linked_group_activity&ref=notif

After-hours Construction Hotline
888-298-2395
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Graffiti Be-Gone: Rapid Graffiti Removal
The City has a Graffiti Navigator partnership with Safe Streets Campaign to help victims of graffiti access removal services.

By Vicky McLaurin, Social Wellness
Program Manager – Neighborhood
and Community Services at the City
of Tacoma
Since 2014, the City of Tacoma
has invested in the Rapid Graffiti
Removal Program to support public
safety and economic revitalization.
In 2021, the City expanded and
updated the program to include all
properties in Tacoma. Now all private
property owners (homeowners
and businesses) who experience a
qualifying graffiti incident on their
property can access the service.
As before, property owners are
responsible to remove graffiti from
their property; the Rapid Graffiti
Removal Program is an additional
tool for property owners to get the
job done. The City encourages people
who have been tagged to file a police
report by calling (253) 287-4455 or
going online to https://tacomasafe.
org/.
There are several ways to initiate
City services for graffiti removal:
●
Call
Safe
Streets
Campaign at (253) 272-6824, option
6, for assistance completing an
authorization waiver
●
Complete
an
online authorization form via
TacomaFirst311 or complete a PDF
authorization form to mail or email

us found on the program webpage at
https://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/
one.aspx?pageId=18911.
●
Complete a TacomaFirst311
“Graffiti Rapid Removal Form”
request by calling 311 within City
limits (or 253-591-5000 from
anywhere)
The City has a Graffiti Navigator
partnership with Safe Streets
Campaign to help victims of graffiti
access removal services. If the Rapid
Removal Program is not appropriate,
they can reimburse people up to $100
for supply costs after the graffiti has
been addressed on their property.
Safe Streets Graffiti Navigator also
provides additional outreach, assists
property owners with completing
authorization waivers to enroll into
the program, as well as coordinating
volunteer efforts to assist with graffiti
removal on senior/elderly or disabled
single family residences. To learn
more or to use this program contact
Vicky McLaurin 253-591-5058 or
vmclaurin@cityoftacoma.org.
The City of Tacoma is committed
to continuing to invest in community
safety and cleanliness to help the
communities grow and thrive. For
more information about the Rapid
Graffiti Removal Program, please
go to cityoftacoma/graffiti for more
information.

Before and After pictures show the negative visual effects of graffiti. Removal of graffiti sends a message:
This space belongs to the community and we will remove tagging.

Seattle Credit Union Is
Coming to Koz on the MLK
They are seeking Community input and insight on Hilltop resource needs.

Branch Out: The Great
Urban Tree Giveaway
Date: Feb 19th
Time: 10 - 11 AM
Offering: Free Trees to Tacoma Residents!

By Jenefeness Tucker, VP of
Community Relations and Public
Affairs

Seattle Credit has been holding
Listening Sessions to get community
insight. The next virtual Listening
Sessions are scheduled for:
- February 8, 2022 at 3:00 PM
(register here https://seattlecu.
zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_
VK0CMPq8SOuJNMZkJUSnqQ)
- February 24, 2022 @ 11:00
AM (register here https://seattlecu.

zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_
PpRJr0h7T6OAQb8w4zPe0w)
Seattle Credit Union would be
happy to join any community meeting
to participate in a Listening Session.
They specifically want to be aware of
opportunities to be in the community
and show their support for any
events. To discuss this opportunity,
please contact Jenefeness Tucker,
VP of Community Relations and
Public Affairs, at jenefeness.tucker@
seattlecu.com.

Seattle Credit Union hopes to come
into the community and partner
with the resources that stakeholders,
businesses and residents express a
need. They will not show up with a
“You’re Welcome” attitude. They
want to build partnerships and
solutions that address the needs of
the community. This will be a longterm partnership that will provide
prosperity for the Hilltop Tacoma
community. They look forward to
hearing your voices!

Tacoma Tree Foundation, Pierce County Conservation District and Homeownership Center Tacoma/
Northwest have partnered up to bring free trees to
Tacoma Residents. Top priority will be given to
residents in areas with the *highest need for trees
(e.g., Hilltop, Eastside, South End, South Tacoma).
We will also have planting assistance available for
those who cannot plant themselves.

Applicants Sought for the
Commission on Immigrant
and Refugee Affairs

If you would like to volunteer to plant trees for
this event, please fill out a form at https://docs.
google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEnDiwCHNVH3A-UsV8mHxBTeOzVPMlUlvGjBCJxubMx3x7zg/viewform.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE January 25, 2022: Applications must be submitted to
the City Clerk’s Office by end of day Wednesday, February 9, 2022.

If you are not pre-registered, trees will be given out
on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. Register Here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8buX8ZaIsHh0iqV7_ygHkb2IvLGqSdAIgIc01zcVcdXiu8g/viewform.
*Highest need for trees - check out the Tree Equity Score for your neighborthood at https://www.
treeequityscore.org/.

By Raeshawna Ware, Staff Liaison,
rware@cityoftacoma.org, (253) 5022101
The Tacoma City Council is looking
to fill seven member positions on
the Commission on Immigrant and
Refugee Affairs.
The Commission is comprised
of 13 members and an alternate,
including one youth or young adult
under the age of 25, all serving
three-year terms. Members shall
demonstrate experience or expertise
with immigrant issues, as well as a
commitment to all immigrant and
refugee communities.
The purpose of the Commission is
to engage Tacoma’s immigrant and

refugee communities and to work
with community partners to identify
and advance positive outcomes for
members of this diverse population.
The City is committed to creating an
equitable and anti-racist community
and wants our committees, boards,
and commissions to reflect our
diverse community. For these
vacancies, Black and Indigenous
community members, people of color,
LGBTQ individuals, individuals with
disabilities, seniors, immigrants, and
refugees are especially encouraged to
apply.
Additional information on
the Commission on Immigrant
and
Refugee
A ff a i r s
is
available here: https://www.

cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.
aspx?portalId=169&pageId=141157.
Applications must be submitted to
the City Clerk’s Office by end of day
Wednesday, February 9, 2022.
To apply, please visit https://
www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.
aspx?portalId=169&pageId=143822.
You can also download a copy
of the application here https://
www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.
aspx?portalId=169&pageId=143828
For questions about the application
process, to request the application
in an alternate format, or to submit
additional documents, please contact
Michelle Emery in the City Clerk’s
Office at servetacoma@cityoftacoma.
org or (253) 591-5505.

HILLTOP ACTION JOURNAL

PAGE
7

DTOG’s 2022: Downtown on the Go Looks Ahead
We want to see a connected Tacoma where all neighborhoods are equitably supported.

By Alex Meacham, Development
& Communications Manager, &
Downtown on the Go Staff
Do you live in a house? An
apartment? How about a townhome,
duplex, condo, co-op, ADU or
something else? How is your home
zoned? Will that change in the
next phase of Home in Tacoma?
Downtown on the Go works with
policy concepts like Home in Tacoma
to connect housing and transportation
options. Through that work, we
exist to serve as your transportation
resource in Tacoma.
With Statewide and City plans
forming around the concept of
increasing the “missing middle”
in housing, Downtown On the Go
will be hosting a series of panel
conversations about the political,
social, and personal landscapes that
are shaping the future of housing and
transportation in Tacoma with our
annual Friday Forum series.
Our 2021 Friday Forum series
analyzed how race and transportation
intersect and explored how policy
decisions can lead to inequalities in
who has access to safe infrastructure,
who feels comfortable in public
spaces, and whose voices are heard
at the decision-making table. In
March 2021, we held a virtual Ride
the Bus conversation with Tacoma
Housing Authority and the Hilltop
Action Coalition to discuss new
developments along the Link Light
Rail expansion through Hilltop, how
large transportation projects can
cause gentrification, and what is being
done to combat that. Recordings of
these conversations are available on
our Facebook page (https://www.
facebook.com/downtownonthego).
Over the last few years, we’ve taken
on projects outside the downtown
core. We want to see a connected
Tacoma where all neighborhoods

are equitably supported. So, we’re
committed to expanding our focus
areas, and working with other local
organizations, people, and advocates
to enhance access to transportation
options throughout Tacoma.
To meet that commitment, we
have worked on issues around
transit access, bike and pedestrian
issues, regional transportation,
and many other problems that
Tacomans face daily. We’ve ridden
with Mayor Woodards and most of
the City Council on Pierce Transit
buses. We’ve worked with local
organizations to produce self-guided
walking tours about Black-owned
businesses in Hilltop, LGBTQ+
history in downtown, political
murals, and more. You can find all of
this work on our website and social
media.
Our most recent event celebrated
the New Year by riding dazzlingly
decorated bicycles throughout
downtown to tour the Tacoma Light
Trail! Events like these are our
lifeblood, and we encourage anyone
who’s interested in walking, biking,
skateboarding, or using the bus to get
around to attend.
We’re especially excited for the
kick-off of our 2022 Friday Forum
series in late January when we’ll be
discussing principles around Housing
and Transportation. The series, which
will be held remotely on Zoom and
posted on our social media afterwards
explores the question “what does it
mean to be Home in Tacoma?
Our first Friday Forum, “What is
Zoning, Anyway? A Land Use Primer”
will help to explore why the world of
planning is full of terminology that
can make it feel unapproachable for
everyday community members. Join
us for a panel that will demystify the
concepts like zoning that make up big
proposals like Home in Tacoma, and
how transportation is tied into all of

it.
We’re also looking forward to our
other two Forums, on February 25
and March 25. The February Forum
will be called “It Takes Two: Housing
& Transportation,” and will be
about the inextricable link between
housing density, transit frequency,
and planning the two concepts
together. The March Forum is called
“Growing a Green Future: Land Use
& Sustainability, and will address
topics like tree coverage, walkability,
and city design that are of utmost
importance to our future climate.
If you’d like to see more of our
work and stay updated, please, follow
our social media @downtownonthego
and subscribe to our mailing lists,
where we regularly announce new
events, volunteer opportunities,
and ways in which you can help
to advocate for transportation in
Tacoma.
If you’d like to help us to make a
huge impact, our board is looking
for new members, and representation
from our community is key. If you
want more information, please reach
out to our Executive Director Tracy
Oster at tracy@downtownonthego.
org.
We appreciate every ounce of
support from every Tacoman. If
you’d like to volunteer or donate,
please contact our Communications
and Development Manager,
Alex Meacham at alexm@
downtownonthego.org.
Is there a transportation issue facing
your neighborhood that’s going
unaddressed? What would you like
to see in a more walkable, rideable,
city? If you have any questions,
concerns, comments, or would like
to get involved in advocating for
transportation options in Tacoma,
please don’t hesitate to contact us!
We are your transportation resource
for Tacoma.

Park(ing) Day: On the left is Councilmember Kristina Walker, and on the
right is our ExecuLtive Director, Tracy Oster.

PWP photo: DOTG staff members are on the far right, in the high-vis, from
left to right, Tracy Oster (Executive Director) and Laura Svancarek (CTR &
Advocacy Coordinator). The others in the photo are various council members
and DOTG board members.

Scavenger Hunt Event
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A Library For Hilltop

There is no guarantee of what might happen after the Eastside and Hilltop Libraries
Feasibility Study is presented to the City Council. Continued community activism
is key to making the Hilltop and Eastside Libraries a reality.
By Mary Cogger
It began as a seed, or maybe a
thought. It grew into a dream. The
idea of equality and equity for all.
The public library system where all
are welcomed to access information
and resources for free. A safe, welcoming space that encourages people
to learn, to share ideas, to socialize.
For years, many passionate, dedicated community members lobbied
to change the library system. Hilltop
Library Planning Committee (HLPC)
led the movement to restore equity
after libraries in the Hilltop and Eastside were decommissioned. Their
work led to Tacoma’s city council
funding of the Tacoma Public Library
Eastside and Hilltop Libraries Feasibility Study. “The Feasibility Study is
a comprehensive effort to determine
the best possible options for library
services in the Eastside and Hilltop
neighborhoods of Tacoma considering current, needs, interests, budget
and other resources.“ Hilltop Action Journal December 2021-January
2022 issue.
The study consists of three phases
designed for maximum community
input. Phase One began in summer
2021 when community organizations
were asked to participate in the initial
surveying phase. Many applied, and
nine selected as partners. Because I
was one, the Hilltop Action Journal
(HAJ) asked me to share information
about how information was collected,
the results, and what comes next.
Phase Two, community visioning
workshops, began in January 2022
with two in person and two virtual
meetings.
Phase Three is evolving. Options
and recommendations will be presented to the Community Vitality and
Safety Committee of the city council
in June 2022. It will present visions
of the proposed libraries inspired by
community involvement. The final

report will also contain a financial
analysis including opportunities for
partnerships and alternate financing
ideas. Possible locations for the two
proposed libraries will also be presented.
The Three Active Parties
The City of Tacoma selected principal BERK Consulting in 2020 to
conduct the Feasibility Study. BERK,
a firm with 30 years of experience,
assists the public sector including
non-profits and foundations. They
are working for the City of Tacoma
and the Tacoma Public Library to facilitate, organize, assist community
partners, and gather baseline data including a transportation analysis, and
inventory of possible sites.
The second principal, the Tacoma Public Library is an active
partner and supporter of the study.
Brian Murphy, principal at BERK
stated, “Kate (Larsen) is the lead
and chief instigator, a champion {of
the project}.” Library staff worked
with BERK to design the online survey. The survey was translated into
eight languages, then publicized on
the Hilltop Action Coalition (HAC)
website. Kate stated, “We’re working hard to make sure there is robust
community engagement.” “TPL staff
also conducted door-knocking, tabling, and canvassing campaigns to
encourage participation in the study
survey” (Interim Report of initial
phase Sept-Dec. 2021). Changes
were made to the original plans when
the online survey was extended and
the Project Advisory Committee
containing BERK’s team, key representation among Library and City
of Tacoma staff, and partners in the
community were added.
Community partners were the third
major component of Phase 1 of the
Eastside & Hilltop Library Feasibility
study. Partners had about a month to
collect opinions and visions involv-

ing possible library services for the
Eastside and Hilltop. Their methods
ranged widely from an online survey
to virtual and in-person meetings, to
a series of pop-ups and neighborhood
canvassing.
Community partner, Tim Jumper from Sound Outreach, stated that
the study “was a great opportunity
to engage our clients and community members…on this very important
matter.” Sound Outreach collaborated with Kwabi and the Peace Bus to
collect community opinions. They
also partnered with Recovery Café
and MultiCultural Child & Family
Hope Center. They held both virtual
and in-person events with incentives
to participate. Target groups were job
seekers, college students, seniors, and
individuals with housing instability.
Booked with Hilltop partnered with
Hilltop Action Coalition and Hilltop
Library Planning Committee to conduct research in the Hilltop community. Our goal was to reach people
“face to face” in person. We aimed
to include underrepresented populations, so we targeted the young,
elderly, students, and low-income.
Using information from BERK, we
developed a paper survey to collect
opinions. Early on we attended Fright
Fest at Tacoma Community House
and got about thirty responses from a
variety of people.
Hilltoppers were very supportive
of the survey. Peace Lutheran Church
and Community Center welcomed
us to connect with people coming to
their community meals and clothing
bank. We also polled their congregation after Sunday service. Thanks to
Bob’s Bar-b-que Pit who offered the
surveys to customers for about three
weeks. Dr. Tate-Arunga from Evergreen College arranged to survey
students during their weekly lyceum.
E.B Wilson Apartments and the new
Mercy Rosa Franklin Place Apartments assisted in survey collection

Library Outreach at MDC and Proyecto Mole.
Photograph courtesy of Hana.

Irma’s Place - New Connections.
Photograph courtesy of Theresa Power-Drutis
over several weeks. All together we
collected surveys from seventeen different Hilltop locations.
Some community partners met
people at local events and churches.
Alma Villegas Consulting worked to
include the Latinex community by attending the Festival Latinex at the armory as well as several local churches. Making a Difference Foundation
polled families as they waited to use
Eloise’s Cooking Pot on McKinley.
New Connections focused on the
homeless population by holding popups at four locations on the Hilltop
and Eastside.
Other partners hosted community
events. Parable and Eastside Little
Free Libraries hosted an in-person
event with Spanish and Vietnamese
translation. Tahoma Indian Center
invited Indigenous peoples to their
space on the Puyallup Reservation.
They provided food and delivered
a presentation as well as surveying
those attending.
Metropolitan Development Council
used several strategies to reach people. They hosted family engagement
nights at First Creek Middle School,
Lincoln and Mount Tahoma High
Schools and partnered with Projecto
Mole for a Super Saturday college
prep event.

dents favored a physical library with
printed and digital materials. Other
valued services included: assistance
finding information and answering
questions; classes, lectures, and children’s programming; and computers
and printers.
We now move into Phase 2 which
promises more opportunities for
community engagement. A series of
two physical meetings and two virtual are scheduled for late January
and early February. The goal is to dig
deeper into visioning possibilities for
the proposed libraries.
The Hilltop Action Journal has reported about the community call for
library services on the Hill for years.
Please refer to past issues including
the December 2021/January 2022
issue to get a thorough background.
We will keep following the progress
and informing readers. Please keep in
mind that the Eastside and Hilltop Libraries Feasibility Study is only one
step on the road to realizing libraries
services on the Hill. There is no guarantee of what might happen after the
study is presented to the city council.
Continued community activism is
key to making the Hilltop and Eastside Libraries a reality.

Results and Future Plans
Phase 1 has ended and results published. 2251 people responded to the
survey with and 24% from Hilltop
and 24% from the Eastside. Roughly one-third of Hilltop and Eastside
residents stated they did not have
the access to the library services
they want. That is higher than other
parts of the city. The majority respon-

Tacoma Public Library Eastside &
Hilltop Feasibility Study available
at https://www.tpleastsidehilltop.org/
project-documents.

For More Information

Hilltop Action Journal archives:
http://www.hilltopactioncoalition.
org/hilltop-action-journal-.html
you.

List of Participants Involved with Collecting Surveys
Principals & Partners
BERK Consulting
Booked with Hilltop
Corwin Scott
Making a Difference Foundation
Metropolitan Development Council
New Connections
Sound Outreach
Tacoma Public Library

Tahoma Indian Center
The Peace Bus
Theresa C. Evans
Survey Organizations/Locations
8th & Ith Neighbors
A. Philip Randolph Institute
Al Davies Boys and Girls Club
Bethlehem Baptist Family Shelter

Bob’s Bar-b -que Pit
Bryant Elementary
E.B. Wilson Apartments
Eloise’s Cooking Pot
Evergreen
Festal Latinex
First Creek Middle School
G Street Encampment
Hilltop Action Coalition

Hilltop Heritage Scholars
Irma’s Place
Lincoln High School
Matsusaka Town Homes
McCarver Scholars
Mercy Housing
MultiCultural Child and Family
Hope Center
Nativity House

New Jerusalem Food Bank
Peace Community Center
Peace Lutheran Church
Projecto Mole
Recovery Café
Red Elm
Tacoma Community House
Trinity Afterschool Program
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Participating in the Hilltop
Library Visioning Session
“We need a library that is the beating heart of the neighborhood.”

By Richard Reilly
“We need a library that is the
beating heart of the neighborhood.”
After more than a decade without
a library in Hilltop, Tacoma Public
Library is investigating the feasibility
of bringing a library to the heart of the
neighborhood. On January 22nd and
29th, Tacoma Public Library hosted
Library Visioning Workshops, with
the help of BERK Consulting and
several architects. Dozens of people
showed up and signed in to these
events to voice their opinions and
learn what comes next.

At both events, discussion was
encouraged about the location and
functions of the potential library.
Location was a highly debated
subject, as the conversations centered
around topics such as parking,
outdoor space, vicinity to other
services, size, and public transit. A
vast majority of the conversation
centered around the MLK Business
District. Although parking remains
an ongoing issue, consensus appeared
to build around the idea that growth
in and around the business district
could benefit significantly from the
placement of a library.

The Workshops encouraged people
from different walks of life to envision
how they would use a neighborhood
library. Volunteers helped community
members build a “recipe” of services
they believed would be useful to them
and their community. Topics on the
function of the library ranged from
afterschool programs for students,
to interview and resume support, to
lifelong learning classes.
With the closure of the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Branch of the Tacoma
Public Library in 2011, the closest
branch is currently the Main Branch
at 1102 Tacoma Ave. The Tacoma

Folks take part in the Hilltop Library Visioning Session
at Tacoma Community House by creating their own
‘recipe’ for a Hilltop Library and marked a neighborhood
map where Hilltop Jewels are located.
Public Library Eastside & Hilltop
Feasibility Study started in September
of 2021 with a successful solicitation
of more than 2,000 surverys. Using

the information from those surveys
and the Workshops, they expect to
deliver a feasibility report in June
2022. Stay tuned!

2nd Cycle Starts BIPOC Riding Group

“In a world I was a pioneer, and therefore had to blaze my own trail” - Marshall Major Taylor, 1st African-American professional cycling Champion.
ByAlvaro Juarez, Program Manager
of Second Cycle
During the height of the Black
Lives Matter movement in the summer of 2020, I, felt the urge to take
action. I wanted to start a mountain
bike group-ride community that was
exclusively for Black, Indigenous,
and People of Color (BIPOC). It
would be a place where folks could
exchange ideas and experiences all
while riding bikes in nature. That
summer also happened to be one of
the busiest for Second Cycle staff and
there was simply no time or energy to
start this project. Later on, I felt fully
affirmed in my urge to start this riding group when I saw the North Star
Cycling club pop up in Seattle doing
the work I felt inspired to do here in
Tacoma.

“We get melanated people on bicycles in order to build a beloved community and be the radical, justice-focused conscience of cycling.”
- North Star Cycling
Why start an all BIPOC riding
community? Affinity groups have
been around for as long as communities have been organizing amongst
themselves around shared experiences and common interests. We all
benefit from interactions with people
who share our common identities or
experiences. There are far fewer BIPOC folk in the mountain bike community, so making connections with
people who share your experience is
exciting and rare.
The first steps toward my goal of
riding mountain bike trails with the

Selfie on the trail: The group ride collects mid trail for a group photo.

BIPOC Community starts with making it accessible. Making this an accessible program means that rides are
always free. Second Cycle has also
built up a fleet of mountain bikes over
the course of a few years that participants can use if they do not own a
working bicycle. And we encourage
folks of all ages and riding abilities to
join us for a ride. One of the BIPOC
riders, Tina Parrish adds: “The experience that 2nd Cycle provided was
so much more than a bike ride for me.
It was a space where I felt welcome,
comfortable, and included. I also felt
supported being offered help whether it was pumping air into my tires,
answering questions about mountain
biking and even providing access to
gear when needed”
Next, I had to make sure people
wanted to ride bikes with me under
the idea that we’re riding to build the
BIPOC cycling community in Tacoma. As the only Latino employee at
2nd Cycle, I knew there had to be
others with similar experience of not
riding bikes with people that look like
them or with someone whose parents
told them “Our people don’t mountain bike”. I committed myself to
leading BIPOC community bike rides
monthly so we can keep building
momentum toward representation in
the cycling community. These rides
wound through the streets of Tacoma,
making sure to hit all of the neighborhoods by the end of the summer. Our
first ride of 17 participants biked over
8 miles!
Recalling that first ride, Tina said,
“I joined in on my first 2nd Cycle BIPOC Ride last fall already knowing
it would likely be very different from
other cycling experiences I have had
in the past. More often than not, in
cycling, as with many outdoor activities, it’s intimidating to be the only
one, the only female, the only person
of color or the only one who hasn’t
been doing this since they were a
kid.” said Tina.
Once we established that our community BIPOC rides are here to stay,
it was finally time to realize my goal;
to start our mountain bike group, BIPOC Community Shreds! The idea
is the same with these rides except
we’re riding mountain bikes at Swan
Creek Park (The ancestral lands of
the Puyallup Tribe). We did notice
some differences between these
mountain bike rides and our urban
cycling rides; our BIPOC Community Shreds brought out more beginner riders, or people who have never
touched a mountain bike before. For
many people, this is a much more
welcoming onramp into a sport full
of judgment and expectation to act in

BIPOC Shredders wearing their dirt and mud with pride after riding Swan Creek.
a specific manner–or be thought of as
an outsider.
Mountain biking is a sport that
is predominantly white and male.
Mountain bike culture, as we know
it now, evolved as a mirror of this
population with bike manufacturers,
sponsors, and social media following
suit. We’re out on the trails showing
the mountain bike industry that there
is space for BIPOC riders.
At the heart of a mountain bike
trail system, you’ll find a band of
grassroots organizers and trail builders that wanted to make something
out of nothing for the community to
enjoy. It takes months of hard work
and dedication to build one trail.
Some of the earliest mountain bike
trail builders in Washington received
backlash from their community for
diversifying the trails they ride. This
kind of work doesn’t go without racist or harmful comments on social
media. It often takes champions of
the sport to get people behind the
idea that exclusionary events support
inclusive ideals. These trail builders share a similar experience with
2nd Cycle: a cultural reckoning in
the industry and in the Tacoma cycling community. It was no different
for starting our BIPOC rides. It all
started with grassroots community
members wanting to be the change
they wanted to see. This is a constant
battle for me because we allow space
for those who are historically marginalized to gather in a space where they
can feel comfortable without having
the need to code switch. This means
hosting events, not at the exclusion of
the dominant culture, but rather at the
absence of it.
“Sometimes it’s hard to explain to
dominant groups why having these
spaces is so very important. However, I immediately felt a shared sense
of community and lived experienc-

es without even saying a word upon
meeting and riding with such a diverse group of BIPOC folks. That
feeling was honestly a first for me
when it comes to bike riding but it’s
that feeling that has kept me coming back and encouraged me to keep
doing something that quite frankly, I
have learned to love!” - Statement
from Tina Parrish about her BIPOC
Community Shred Experience.
All of this has led 2nd Cycle to discussing the opportunities these Swan
Creek rides have brought us. There
is interest within 2nd Cycle to start a
youth mountain bike racing program.
This program would be for underserved youth of color in Hilltop and
Eastside Tacoma. We want to start a
mountain bike team because we believe everyone should experience the
joy of riding a bicycle. Mountain biking is no different to any other sport;
high cost of entry, high cost of equipment, lessons or coaching are needed. We believe we are in a position
to overcome these barriers and have
black and brown youth represent
themselves at mountain bike races in
Gig Harbor, Roslyn, Winthrop, and
Spokane in fall of 2022!
As with any other grassroots effort, we need support from our community. We are grateful that the folks
over at ShakaBrah have made sure
we’re fueled up before our rides by
donating breakfast burritos! Other
community support can take the form
of monetary donations, donations of
mountain bikes and parts, and more
champions of the sport to help out
with coaching and to show these students that representation matters in
cycling.
If you’d like to get involved with
Second Cycle’s growing mountain
bike community projects, please
email me, Alvaro Juarez,at programs@2ndcycle.org
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Washington’s New Landlord-Tenant
Laws Give Tenants New Rights
Washington’s Eviction Moratorium ENDED on June 30, 2021, bringing uncertainty, anxiety, confusion and
many questions, but also unprecedented good news for low-income tenants.

By Laurie Davenport, Director
of Development & utreach with
Tacomaprobono
Community
Lawyers
In early 2021, the Washington
Legislature made significant changes
to landlord-tenant laws. These
new laws were put in place to help
keep tenants housed who might
otherwise lose their homes as a result
of the pandemic (this is called the
‘Eviction Resolution Pilot Program,
or ERPP;), to require landlords to
have a good, legal reason to evict a
tenant (this is called ‘Just Cause’),
and to ensure that tenants facing
an eviction hearing would have a
court-appointed attorney to represent
them -- Washington is in fact the
first state in the nation to guarantee
representation in unlawful detainer
(eviction) hearings – this is called
‘Right to Counsel.’
As we enter 2022, Tacomaprobono’s
Housing Justice Project is ready to
help our community navigate this
landscape. Right to Counsel attorneys
are currently representing all eligible
clients in eviction hearings, and in
addition the Housing Justice Project
has formed a new ‘HELP Team’ to do
the wide variety of work needed to
help tenants avoid eviction court and
prevent homelessness (HELP stands
for Homeless & Eviction Legal
Prevention).
It is vital that that both landlords
learn and understand the new laws –
both have new rights and obligations.
While the Housing Justice Project
cannot represent landlords, HJP
can provide general education and
information specific to landlords and
property managers. We work together
to arrive at just and fair solutions and
keep people housed.

Introducing the Tacoma Pierce County Housing Justice Project’s HELP Team!

HELP Team members Kathleen Edelheit, Nichole Scott and Sheila Bailey
on an outreach visit to South Hill in October 2021
What can the HELP Team help
with?
A lot! Eviction notices, ERPP
notices, eviction summons and
complaint, installment plans
for move-in costs, move-out
issues, deposits, repairs, disputes,
habitability, discrimination, illegal
lockouts and utility shutoffs, past
evictions, criminal history or legal
financial obligations on a tenant’s
record, and many more.
The HELP Team also conducts
outreach and education efforts in the
cities of Tacoma and Lakewood and
throughout Pierce County.
What You Need to Know About
the New Laws
Eviction Resolution Pilot
Program (ERPP) – Participation in
the ERPP is REQUIRED to proceed
with an eviction for non-payment of
rent. If you are a tenant who owes rent
or a landlord working with a tenant
who owes rent, either can contact the
Center for Dialog & Resolution to
initiate participation in this program,
which provides mediation to resolve

the issue of past due rent:
Center for Dialog & Resolution
ONLINE INTAKE:
https://centerforresolution.org/
PHONE (253) 572-3657
EMAIL solvelt@tacomaprobono.
org
Tenants who owe rent due to
COVID and have not yet applied
for rental assistance should apply
immediately:
Pierce County Rental Assistance
ONLINE APPLICATION
https://www.piercecountywa.
gov/7142/Rental-Assistance
PHONE call 211 to apply
EMAIL hsrent@tacomaprobono.
org
Tenants who need legal advice or
representation in mediation during
the ERPP process and tenants who
have received a 14-day notice to
pay or vacate based on non-payment
of rent should contact the Housing
Justice Project:
Housing Justice Project (HJP)
ONLINE INTAKE:
https://tacomaprobono.org/
PHONE (253) 572-5134
EMAIL hjp@tacomaprobono.org
IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED A 14DAY NOTICE to pay or vacate, it
must include a proposed reasonable
payment plan and the ‘ERPP Notice’
which also has contact information for

The Pierce County and Tacoma
Housing Help will provide emergency rent and utility assistance
to renters throughout the Pierce
County who have experienced a reduction in household income or an
increase in expenses or other financial hardship due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Eligible applicants can receive
assistance to pay past due rent and
utilities from March 13, 2020. Assistance is based on need, eligibility, and available funding. The total
assistance amount available will
depend on household need. Rental
Payments will be issued directly

to the landlord. Utility payments
will be issued directly to the utility
company.
Rental and utility assistance can
be applied for on a single, centralized online portal at https://housinghelp.piercerentalassistance.
org/. For questions about this program, please email hsrent@piercecountywa.gov. There are programs
available to assist tenants with
employment opportunities, utility
assistance (separate from this program), Aging and Disability Resources, Veteran Resources, and affordable housing. Please call 211 to
find out about additional programs.

the Center for Dialog & Resolution
and the Housing Justice Project.
YOU WILL NOT BE EVICTED
IN 14 DAYS IF YOU RECEIVE
THIS NOTICE, BUT YOU MUST
RESPOND WITHIN 14 DAYS. You
don’t have to agree with the proposed
payment plan, you can start the ERPP
process, but do not ignore the notice,
stay in your home and work to come
to an agreement. You can be evicted
if you do not respond.
If you do respond to the notice
and participate in the ERPP, the
eviction process cannot start until the
Center for Dialog & Resolution has
issued a certification to the court that
landlord and tenant have participated
in the ERPP and failed to come to a
resolution. If you do ultimately go to
court, if you are low-income you will
have the right to have a HJP attorney
appointed to represent you.
Just Cause
Before the Just Cause law was
adopted, a landlord could evict a
month-to-month tenant with a 20-day
notice with no reason given. Now
one of a set list of reasons must be
given, with the proper notice. The
reasons include non-payment of
rent, breach of rental agreement,
waste or nuisance, selling the home,
lease violations, and several more.
A landlord who evicts a tenant in
violation of the just cause requirement
is liable to the tenant for the greater of
(1) all economic and non-economic
damages, or (2) THREE times the
monthly rent, PLUS (3) attorney fees
and court costs.
Right to Counsel
If you have received an Eviction
Summons and are eligible as
determined through a Housing Justice
Project intake, you may have the right
to a free attorney.
Contact HJP if you receive an
Eviction Summons that has not yet
been filed with the court. Fill out the
online intake and be sure to indicate
that you have received an Eviction
Summons:
Housing Justice Project
ONLINE INTAKE:

https://tacomaprobono.org/
PHONE (253) 572-5134
EMAIL hjp@tacomaprobono.org
If your Eviction Summons was
filed with the court and it was served
with an Order to Show Cause which
has a hearing date, be sure to show up
to your hearing on that date. Housing
Justice Project staff will be there to
determine whether you are eligible;
if you are, the court will appoint
an attorney to represent you and
continue your hearing so you have
time to meet with the attorney.
REMEMBER – you do need to
respond to an Eviction Summons
by the date listed on the summons,
whether an attorney has been
appointed for you or not. If you do
not respond your landlord could evict
you with no further notice or hearing.
If you need help to respond, fill
out the online intake and be sure to
include the response deadline.
If you received any type of eviction
notice but no Eviction Summons, fill
out the online intake form to receive
assistance from the HELP Team.
Other Things to Know
•
Tenants moving into a
new home can now work out an
installment plan with the landlord
to pay move-in costs (deposits, last
month’s rent, etc.)
•
Rental assistance may be
able to help with move-in costs if you
need to move.
•
HJP can help you remove
an old eviction from your record so
it will not be seen by tenant screening
companies.
•
Survivors of domestic
violence have special protections.
All this information and more
is available on Tacomaprobono’s
website, https://tacomaprobono.org/
More information, information in a
variety of languages, and forms with
instructions are available through the
Northwest Justice Project’s website,
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org.

State Farm Celebrating
Its 100th Anniversary with
100 $25,000 Grants
through its Neighborhood
Assistance Program.
Non-profit organizations may obtain $25,000 to help fund
neighborhood improvement projects!

By Make It Tacoma Business
Resources
With more submissions and more
grants, State Farm Neighborhood
Assist® is going bigger on building
stronger neighborhoods together
in 2022. In celebration of the 100th
anniversary of State Farm®, we’re
awarding 100 $25,000 grants (vs.

40 grants in previous years) to
causes making a difference in their
communities. Tell State Farm about
your cause and the positive impact
it could make in our community
for a chance to win. Check out
their 2021 winners at https://
w w w.ne i ghbor hoodas si st .com /
meetthewinners2021.html.
They will accept the first 4,000

submissions and narrow it down to
200 finalists. Then a public vote will
decide which 100 causes win $25,000
grants.
Apply as soon as the program
launches, which is on February 16,
2022 at 1 p.m. EST (10 a.m. PST).
Access State Farms’ Submission
Guide and apply at https://www.
neighborhoodassist.com/.
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Tacoma City Association of Colored Women’s Clubs
purchases Historic Nettie Asberry Home
in partnership with Forterra NW
Nettie Asberry Historic Home Site Acquisition is a success!
The home of local Black civil rights leader to become a center of learning for Tacoma’s Hilltop residents.

Foreterra Land For Good Press
Release
Forterra and the Tacoma CWC announce the purchase of the historic
Dr. Nettie Asberry home in Tacoma’s
Hilltop community by the Tacoma
City Association of Colored Women’s Clubs (Tacoma CWC). This
move will help preserve the legacy of
one of Washington’s most influential
civil rights advocates and a pillar of
the African American community.
“We are honored to play a role with
our partners in the safeguarding of
the legacy of Dr. Nettie Asberry’s
moving life and legacy,” said Nicholas Carr, Forterra Community Development Director, “Too often powerful stories such as Nettie Asberry’s
get lost over time, but this acquisition
provides a place for Washingtonians
to come and to be inspired by a beloved activist and teacher who fought
for justice and became a towering
figure in civil rights.”
In 2018, the Tacoma CWC reached
out to Forterra and asked for help in
acquiring the historic home of their
founder, Nettie J. Asberry. Asberry
was a civic leader, music teacher and
civil rights activist in Tacoma in the
late 19th and first half of the 20th
century. The organization had been
trying to buy the home for years but
needed help securing funding and facilitating the real estate transaction.
Forterra began to work with the Tacoma CWC in 2020 to raise the funding
for the purchase of the home.
Together, they were able to secure
a grant from the State to acquire the
property. The Tacoma CWC is also
seeking designation of the property
as a federal historic landmark. On
Tuesday, the Tacoma City Council

unanimously approved a resolution
naming the Nettie J. Asberry Home
as a local landmark. The organization and its partners will be pursuing
additional funding and seeking community input into future uses for the
historic site, while working on a plan
to restore and preserve the home.
“This has been a long time coming
and is a historic moment for Tacoma
and for the Tacoma City Association
of Colored Women,” said Cynthia
Tucker, Board President of the Tacoma CWC. “We are so proud to be
in this situation today, honoring our
founder and preserving her legacy.
We thank all who supported our organization in this effort!”
Carol Mitchell, former Board President and current Director of the Institute for Black Justice noted, “The
Nettie J. Asberry project team that is
working on this project is an amazingly diverse and cohesive group,
without whom this moment would not
have been possible. This team symbolizes the spirit of community activism and collaboration that Nettie and
her husband, Henry, represented.”
Nettie J. Asberry was a civil rights
icon and Black leader in Tacoma’s
Hilltop until her death in 1968. She
cemented her legacy in Tacoma
through a lifetime of service to Tacoma’s Hilltop neighborhood and its
residents. Her impact is tied to her
home, located on 13th Street, now
130 years old. It was in this home that
Dr. Asberry taught music and Black
history to youth. It was from this
home that the Hilltop response to the
flu pandemic of 1918 was coordinated. It was in this home that she founded the Tacoma CWC, and the first
NAACP Chapter west of the Rockies.
It was also in this home that the Black

“ Our mission in life as a club
sister, is not merely to survive,
but to thrive; and to do so with
some passion, some courage,
some humor, and some style.”
~ Cynthia Tucker, President
TCACWC/ WSACWC.

community gathered to address civil
rights for Black people during the
first half of the 20th century.
A special thanks to the dedication
of Tacoma CWC club members, who
committed to keeping her name and
her work alive, and all of the nonprofits and government partners that have
contributed their time, funds and
effort to make this a reality— Tacoma-Pierce County Black Collective,
Historic Tacoma, Institute for Black
Justice, Tacoma Urban League, City
of Tacoma, Washington State Department of Commerce and the Washington State Legislature, Washington
State Department of Archaeology and
Historic Preservation, Washington
State Trust for Historic Preservation,
and the Washington State Historical
Society.
CONTACTS
Kevin Max
Senior Director of Strategic
Communications, Forterra
kmax@forterra.org
206-905-6596
Cynthia Tucker
President, Tacoma CWC
sistasistatucker@gmail.com
253-843-0323
ABOUT FORTERRA
Forterra is an unconventional land
trust that works across Washington’s
communities and landscapes, from
the ranches and shrub-steppe of the
Yakima basin to the estuaries, farms
and forests of Washington’s coast,
reaching more than 100 counties,
cities, towns and rural communities.
Working cooperatively with people
and nature, Forterra drives land stewardship, management and planning;
innovative programs and policies;

The Asberrys were among
the early leaders of Tacoma’s
and Washington state’s emerging African-American community, and Nettie Asberry would
play a pivotal role in early 20th

Century civil rights in Tacoma
and the Pacific Northwest. The
yard is included in this nomination since it was the settings for
many of Nettie Asberry’s recitals and other cultural activities.
Become a member of
TCACWC
today!
Visit
http://www.tcacwc.org./pb/
wp_8c3c232e/wp_8c3c232e.
html for more information.
Donations can be mailed to:
Tacoma City Association of
Colored Women’s Club, Inc.,
2316 Yakima Avenue,
Tacoma, Washington 98405.
Reach out at (253) 627-9777.

farming and forestry approaches;
community ownership opportunities
and development solutions. Visit
https://forterra.org/.
ABOUT TACOMA CWC
The Tacoma City Association of
Colored Women’s Club, Inc (Tacoma CWC) is a nonprofit organization

established exclusively for charitable
service. The Association’s mission is
to promote and improve health, education, economic and cultural awareness so that lives and relationships
are improved, and the quality of the
community is enhanced. Visit http://
www.tcacwc.org./.

Tacoma News: Asberry
House Confirmed as City
Landmark

There are over 160 properties listed on Tacoma’s Register of Historic Places,
ranging in age from the 1870s through 1940. They represent a wide variety of
perspectives, architectural design, and local history.

By City of Tacoma Media Contacts
Tanisha Jumper and Megan Snow
The house at 1219 South 13th
Street was built by contractors
Benjamin F. Wood and David
Garrett in 1887 and is a remaining example of the initial settlement of Tacoma’s emerging
Hilltop neighborhood. It was
built for William H. and Alida
G. Jones, who lived here from
1888 to 1892. However, its major significance comes from it
being the longtime residence of
Henry Joseph and Nettie Craig
Jones Asberry from 1903 until
1966.

Nettie Asberry, Courtesy Washington State Historical Society
(0006_S92-2-47).

The Tacoma City Council
confirmed the recommendation of the
Landmarks Preservation Commission
to designate the Henry J. and
Nettie Craig Asberry House a City
Landmark during the City Council
meeting on January 4 through the
passage of Resolution 40898.
“The addition of Asberry House to
our City Landmarks is an important
and historic moment for Tacoma,”
said Historic Preservation Officer
Reuben McKnight. “We are
incredibly excited and appreciative
of the work that has gone into making
this possible.”
Built in 1887, the house is a
remaining example of the initial
settlement of Tacoma’s emerging
Hilltop neighborhood, but its major
significance comes from it being the
longtime residence of Henry Joseph

and Nettie Craig Jones Asberry from
1903 until 1966. The Asberrys were
influential community advocates and
iconic leaders in the Black community
both locally and regionally. They
were founding members of the
Tacoma Chapter of the NAACP
and the Tacoma City Association
of Colored Women’s Clubs. Nettie
Asberry was the organist at the Allen
AME Church for many years, and
taught generations of music students
at the Asberry residence.
“As a club member for more than
a quarter century, the landmarks
designation of the Asberry House
is one of the most exciting things
I have witnessed” said Cynthia
Tucker, Board President of the
Tacoma City Association of Colored
Women’s Club. “This is an important
designation for our community and
the preservation of history. I want to
extend a huge thank you to all those

who made this happen. We as a club
did not do this alone.”
The nomination was researched and
submitted by Historic Tacoma, and
is part of a broader effort to acquire,
restore and preserve this historic
residence. As part of the 2021-23
biennium budget, the Washington
State Legislature awarded the Tacoma
City Association of Colored Women’s
Clubs (TCACWC) an appropriation
to acquire the historic Asberry Home
Site for future renovation and public
benefit. Forterra NW joined the
TCACWC as a partner on the request.
Plans are underway for assessing the
condition of the house and developing
a restoration plan.
For more information about
City Landmarks, visit https://
www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.
aspx?portalId=169&pageId=67713.
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A New Leaf: Art Installation At Bates
Technical College’s New Building Incorporates
Historical Neighborhood Features
Artist Ken McCall creates a wind-powered sculpture with symbols representing various medical fields taught at the college.

By Bates Technical
Communications

College

Have you seen the kinetic,
free-standing sculpture on Yakima
Avenue at Bates Technical College’s
new Allied Health building? The installation, conceptualized and created
by artist Ken McCall on behalf of
Arts Washington, features three trees
of varying sizes and is rich with historical and philosophical meaning.
“I had a lot of fun making it,” said
artist Ken McCall of the sculpture.
“Bates is a really cool college. I didn’t
realize they were there until ‘Arts
Washington’ contacted me about the
piece. … It’s such a cool area and an
environment that’s changing for the
positive.”
“I really like the connection between the community and the college,” McCall noted of the local
connections and culture here at Bates
Tech. “When I went in to put in the
oxidation of the display the culinary
students invited me in to eat. You
could feel the meaning of this place.
That makes me feel really good —
that people are going to appreciate
this.”
“I’ve done a couple of pieces that
are in different states and cities where
there’s lots of atmosphere and I really
enjoy that,” McCall added.
When asked about the meaning behind the various elements that were
intentionally incorporated into the
piece, McCall summarized his inspiration and connection between the
map imagery and the structure of the
leaves in the stainless steel and alu-

minum sculpture.
“It was Bates Tech’s 80th anniversary last year. I wanted to make sure
the smallest tree sculpture has the
oldest map of the neighborhood and
the biggest leaf has the newest, more
modern map showing Bates Tech and
the neighborhood … It’s a texture to
the piece that adds a lot. The streets
are the arteries that feed this school.
It brings the whole neighborhood into
play.
The wind-powered sculpture
also incorporates the symbols representing medical technical (staff
and snakes), medical dental (dental
medical symbol), technical medical
(gears) “signifying various medical
fields taught at the college,” according to installation documents.
Learn more about the artist and the
installation on the Arts Washington
website at https://www.arts.wa.gov/
artwork/?request=record;id=13584;type=101.
Bates Technical College offers
many career pathways. All you have
to do is know what you want to do.
Not sure? Check out Bates Career
Pathways at https://www.batestech.
edu/career-pathways/. Bates Career
Pathways help you explore career
fields related to your interests. These
educational paths can lead you to a
rewarding career. Need help choosing
a career? Take this quiz (https://www.
batestech.edu/finding-your-career/).
You can also check in with the Career Advising Team at https://www.
batestech.edu/student-resources/career-advising/. It’s time to transform
your future!
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The Evergreen Tacoma
Campus Celebrates 20 Years
In Hilltop Neighborhood

Enter to learn, depart to serve.
By By Kelly Von Holtz, Public
Relations and Marketing Manager
with The Evergreen State College
TACOMA – The Evergreen State
College’s Tacoma Campus set out its
mission to celebrate its 20th year in
the Hilltop Neighborhood with a celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. on Friday, January 14, 2022. This
event featured Evergreen’s Executive
Vice President, Dr. Dexter Gordon.
Gordon has a national reputation
for his work on equity and inclusion
as well as his leadership on curriculum reform in higher education. He
has a long record of grounded, transformational, community educational
work in the Pacific Northwest. He is
the founding director of the Race and
Pedagogy Institute at the University
of Puget Sound where he also served
as a distinguished professor, Professor, director of the African American

Studies Program and professor of
communication studies.
He is described by colleagues as
“a grounded, sharp and impressive
teacher, scholar and leader,” whose
teaching and scholarship are marked
by an intrepid critical questioning
and integration, care for the textures
of peoples’ experiences of learning
and other aspects of living, and a
penchant for taking on sweeping and
ranging social, political, and ethical
questions. His scholarship, experience and expertise are guided by his
vision of comprehensive community
development grounded in equity and
justice for all.
In 2018 Gordon was the recipient
of the City of Tacoma’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Service
Award due to his community work,
exemplary leadership and advocacy
for the embracing of racial and cultural differences.

While The Evergreen State College is celebrating its 50th year, this
event was a kickoff to the college’s
Tacoma Campus’ 20th anniversary as
a beloved fixture in the city’s Hilltop
Neighborhood offering adult learners
a rich, interdisciplinary curriculum
that emphasizes the whole student
and focuses on change-making and
transformative leadership. The campus will be hosting a virtual lecture
series Friday in February in honor of
Black History Month and will host a
“Founders Day,” program and celebration on Tuesday, March 1, 2022.
The Evergreen State College Tacoma, located at 1210 6th Ave, serves
the Hilltop proudly. Evergreen Tacoma’s motto is: Enter to learn, depart
to serve. Find out how Evergreen can
help you make the change in your life
so you can reach your dreams. Find
our more at https://www.evergreen.
edu/tacoma.
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Build Financial
Security With
Sound Outreach

Located in the Hilltop at 1106 Martin Luther King Jr. Way

By Bryan Flint, Executive Director,
Sound Outreach
Sound Outreach helps Pierce
County residents experiencing low
and/or fixed-incomes build financial security through financial counseling, job training, and additional
wraparound services. Our Financial
Counselors provide services and
tools focused on increasing household income, attaining relief from
predatory loans, improving credit
scores and offering access to financial capital for small business and
entrepreneurship development. Our
services are always free; it is our
mission to stabilize, elevate, and motivate our clients to greater heights.
One of the many people Sound
Outreach has helped in the last few
years was Sophia, a senior Pierce
County resident. When Sophia was
faced with the pandemic, an ailing
family member and a struggling new
business, she didn’t know where to
turn, until she found Sound Outreach.
“Little did I suspect that I would find
sound financial advice, a plethora of
informational resources, and careful
follow ups to each and every one of
the conversations I have had with my
counselor.”

Sound Outreach worked with Sophia to discuss her small business
and personal finances. Through their
meetings Sophia’s credit score went
up while her debt went down and she
is now in the process of buying her
first home. Due to being more financially stable, she feels empowered to
take on the next step in caring for her
family, be a homeowner and continue
her journey in life.
While our home office is located
on the Hilltop, we’re currently meeting remotely with clients. Each new
client meets with a dedicated Financial Counselor for a personalized
financial and employment “Back
on Track” session. This meeting includes:
· Credit report and net worth review,
budget creation
· Financial action plan
· Discuss vocational training or education opportunities
· Online career assessment
· Discuss client’s skills and qualifications to align with current job search
efforts
· Explore immediate openings in survival jobs (if necessary)
· Provide 3-5 leads to high-wage career opportunities
· Screen for income supports
Sound Outreach is able to offer
all offer all of our services for free
through the support of grants, partnerships with organizations such as
The United Way, and funding from
Pierce County. Learn more at https://
soundoutreach.org/.
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Opportunities, Awards &
Scholarships To Unlock
Your Potential

Education is a basic human right, and it is central to unlocking human capabilities.
By Perry L. Newell, Funding College
Project
Education raises human value, income, productivity, employability,
and economic growth. But its benefits
go far beyond these monetary gains:
education also makes people feel
healthier and gives them more control over their lives. It generates trust,
boosts social understanding, creates
institutions that promote inclusion
and shared prosperity.
The Funding College Project is
about finding and using techniques
and strategies to support school aged,
post high school activities and others.
We work with students and families,
locally and internationally. The Funding College Project started in the early 70s as part of an effort of the Tacoma Urban League and has continued
since then in one form or another, in
colleges, schools, Superior Court,
city, county and federal governmental programs – we’ve always tried to
maintain a low profile. We operate the
Project mostly in print and we have
a large following through 10 portals
on the internet and using media organizations, print, radio and electronic
means for our publications. Check
out the resources below:
Hire Pierce County: Next Gen provides valuable work experience and
training to young adults ages 16-24
in Pierce County to support and prepare you for the next step in your career. The program also offers resume
and career-building support, ongoing
coaching and mentoring, training in
marketable skills, career navigation
assistance, financial literacy training, and letters of recommendation.

With a choice in placement and the
opportunity to meet many different
employers, Hire Pierce County: Next
Gen can connect you to businesses
and organizations that fit your interests and career goals. Link: https://
workforce-central.org/job-seekers/
young-adults/hire-pierce-countynext-gen/
Emerging Black Architects Scholarship - Last year, in recognition of
Juneteenth, staff raised $160,000 to
support the fight for justice, equity,
diversity and inclusion in the wake
of George Floyd’s murder. The funds
were used to establish the Emerging Black Architects Scholarship in
2021. The scholarship awards students annually in pursuit of a more
equitable future for the design community. Link: https://www.zgf.com/
about
Paradigm Challenge - Deadline:
May 01, 2022 - Available to: Students up to the age of 18 - Award
Amount: Up to $100,000 - You may
work in a team or alone in creating
an original and creative way to help
solve real-life problems in homes,
schools, communities, and/or around
the world. Entries may come in the
form of posters, videos, inventions,
messages, community events, websites, mobile apps, or anything else
that will help save lives. Link: https://
www.projectparadigm.org/
Port of Tacoma Internship - Students apply classroom learning in a
real work setting to perform normal
work activities and/or special projects, and gain access to the knowledge and expertise of Port staff. To

be eligible to participate, candidates
must be enrolled in an accredited
school, college or university. All internships are paid at an hourly rate:
Undergraduate student: $15/hour
- Graduate student: $18/hour. Link:
https://www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/portoftacoma
Internships - Tacoma Public Utilities - TPU offers students unique
opportunities to develop professional
skills as they collaborate with experienced staff across the organization
on meaningful projects. They offer a
variety of internships throughout the
year for both high school and college-level students. Internships are
paid and vary in length. Link: https://
www.governmentjobs.com/careers/
tacoma
Native American Scholarships Applying to scholarships for Native
American or Indigenous students will
improve your chances of earning the
money! Link: https://www.cappex.
com/scholarships/native-american#
Peterson’s World’s Easiest Scholarships - If there’s scholarship money to be had, you’ll find it here. Peterson’s scholarship search tool reaches
super hero status with its ability to
filter available scholarships by school
type, ethnicity, gender, field of study,
state of residence, award type, and
more! Link: https://www.petersons.
com/scholarship-search.aspx
Find out more about the Funding College Project at https://www.facebook.
com/groups/572667429453561.

Make A Donation thru Hilltop Action Coalition at 1116 Earnest S
Brazill ST, Tacoma WA 98405 or via https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=2FP36QYKYK33Q
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Vaccine Information for COVID-19

Electronic Vaccine Records
QR Code Now Available
Keep your vaccine card safe at home.

Going to a public gathering and
need proof of COVID vaccination?
Get your Digital COVID-19 Verification Record and QR code to use
for entry when required at https://
waverify.doh.wa.gov/?fbclid=IwAR0-egwBDgSfeag8NmEmn0GmQShlRdFABZi1a6TYPB5w2s-

Get accurate information from your Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department.
Tacoma-Pierce
Department

County

Health

Find your vaccine. The COVID-19
vaccines are the most effective tools
to limit the spread of COVID-19. Everyone 5 and older is eligible to get
vaccinated. Find your free dose today
at tpchd.org/vaxtothefuture.
Pfizer vaccine is available for anyone
5 and older. Moderna and Johnson &
Johnson vaccines are authorized for
people 18 and older. You are fully vaccinated 2 weeks or more after
your second dose of Pfizer or Moderna, or your single dose of Johnson &
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine.
If you need a ride to an appointment
or can’t easily leave your home, Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department can help! Call them at (253)
649-1412, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. They’ll return
messages left over the weekend the

next business day.
For help with trip planning, contact
Pierce Transit’s Customer Service office at 253.581.8000 (option 1, then
option 1 again), use Pierce Transit’s online Trip Planner at https://
tripplanner.piercetransit.org/#/app/
tripplanning or download the Transit
app at https://www.piercetransit.org/
transit/.
Around the Sound provides transportation for people with limited
mobility, including those who use
wheelchairs or scooters. Call (253)
858-7088 or visit https://atstrans.org/.
Looking for COVID-19 FAQs?
Check out Tacoma-Pierce County
Health Department Frequently Asked
Questions to get some answers available at https://www.tpchd.org/
healthy-people/diseases/covid-19/
covid-19-vaccine-frequently-askedquestions.

Sign-up for health department notifications and you’ll receive an
email on what’s new with COVID-19
community vaccination clinics. This
is the quickest way to learn about
COVID-19 community vaccination
clinics. Sign up at https://www.tpchd.
org/i-want-to/about-the-health-department/sign-up-for-notifications.
For more information, please visit the
Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department website at https://www.tpchd.
org/?splash=http%3a%2f%2ffindyourphasewa.org&____isexternal=true.
Have questions? Give the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Departmenta call at (253) 649-1500. They
are open Monday through Friday
from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM, except
Thursdays when they stay open until
6 p.m. You may also send and email
to or email info@tpchd.org.

J6axYANZwfgH0. The process is
easy, fast and secure. You can keep
your immunization record at home
and flash the QR code on your phone
for entry. Check it out today and be
prepared in case of a spontaneous social gathering pop-in. Jr. Way.

Get FREE At Home
COVID-19 Tests

Order your free test kits today and be prepared!
Hey did you know you can get
free COVID-19 test kits from the
federal government and the state of
Washington? Every home in the U.S.
is eligible to order 4 free at-home
COVID-19 tests via the United States
Postal Service. The tests are completely free. Orders will usually ship
in 7-12 days. Order your tests now at
https://special.usps.com/testkits so
you have them when you need them.

Washington State is trying to keep
our communities safe too! Each home
is eligible to receive 5 test kits from
the state’s website at https://www.
sayyescovidhometest.org/.
Anyone age 2 and older can be
tested at home. Frequent testing is
important for those with more outside
exposure. Keep your family safe and
order your free COVID-19 test kits
today.

COVID-19 Vaccine Access In Your Neighborhood
Hilltop Regional Health Center - 1202 MLK Jr. Way - Appointments are
recommended. Call (253) 722-1855 or register here https://hipaa.jotform.
com/211816150936151. Walk in appointments may be available.
Sea Mar Community Health Center - 1112 S Cushman - Appointments
are recommended. Call (1-855) 289-4503 to register. Walk in appointments may be available. More information is available at https://www.
seamar.org/covid-vaccine.html.

Lost your COVID-19 Vaccine Card?
If you lost your COVID-19 Vaccine Card, you can call the Washington
State Dept of Health at 1-800-325-5599 or submit a request at www.
doh.wa.gov/youandyourfamily/immunization. You will receive a new
immunization record, showing your Covid-19 vaccine.

Hilltop Action Journal

Advertisement Rates
5x7 in. quarter page $50
10x7 in. half page $100
10x15 in. full page $200
Purchase 2 months
& get 1 month free

For more details, contact Kristine Coman
at 253-442-8848 or email
hacoffice15@gmail.com.
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How Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
“people-first” principle inspires me to talk
about COVID-19 vaccine
“Residents who live in the Hilltop, housed or unhoused can make a contribution to a thriving Hilltop community.” ~ Alumni Larry Norman

By Threadranna Allen
As a member of Tacoma-Pierce
County’s Community Engagement
(CE) team, this year’s celebration
of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life and
legacy was especially meaningful.
Dr. King knew what it was like
to live in challenging times, and his
words of peace and possibility serve
as both an inspiration and guide for
me as I go out into Pierce County
communities to talk about COVID19 vaccine.
Conversations about vaccines
aren’t always easy or simple, which is
why one quote from Dr. King always
comes to my mind. The great civil
rights leader said, “We must rapidly
begin the shift from a ‘thing-oriented’
society to a ‘person-oriented’ society.’
Dr. King’s words are at the heart

of the Health Department’s equityfocused community engagement
work. I am proud to be part of a
people-first team, where we work to
identify and address barriers that keep
people in Pierce County from being
as healthy as they can be.
When I hear business owners
and residents talk about some of
the challenges made worse by
the pandemic, challenges like
steady employment, childcare and
finding stable housing, not only
do I understand these hurdles and
obstacles, but I can say I have
experienced them, too.
During the pandemic, my daughter
and I experienced unstable housing
and all the uncertainty and anxiety
that comes with it. Truth be told,
we are still making our way through
some difficult times, and we are not
alone in this problem.

‘New Year
Same Me’
By Poem by B.Lyte of Power 2 The
Poetry
Maybe not here but now
Someone is being ostracized
Just because they are different
Society has always excluded those
who stand out
Because they are afraid of the change
We preach in our campaigns
Here are some names
Sojourner Truth, Rosa Parks, Martin
Luther King Jr., Ida B. Wells, Malcom
X, Muhammad Ali, Tupac Shakur
Need I say more
You see who I am
But do you see who I reach
Will society murder me
Because of the words that I speak
I see you judging me
For who I want be
Who I am going be
They said I was free
If only they could see
It’s a new year and very little has
changed
Still disadvantaged because of our
race
If life was really a race
No one would start at the exact same
place
I wish we all could actually see pain
So we could truly relate to the
horrible agonies
People of color must face just
because of hate
And I am not one to make excuses
But the majority of this country is
clueless
And no we ain’t new to this
For black people this has never been
news to us
Momma always told me
This life is not fair
I must grow up and conquer my fears
Face my situation and absolutely
dominate it
A new year does not change
How we are viewed in this nation

Many of us on the Health
Department’s CE team live and are
part of the communities we serve. We
understand the pain of racism because
we’ve lived it; we understand that
our society is not always structured
for us to succeed. And we understand
why some people, especially Black,
Indigenous and other people of color
(BIPOC) hesitate to get vaccinated.
Right now, only 53% of Black
people in Pierce County are fully
vaccinated. Only 40% of Pierce
County’s Hispanic population
are fully vaccinated. To increase
vaccination rates in these
communities, we must continue
to address the fears and concerns
BIPOC communities have about the
COVID-19 shot.
That’s why it’s so important when
trusted business leaders like Patrick
Hughes of Tacoma’s Jazzy’s Café

say they are willing to host a future
vaccine clinic or when faith leaders
like Pastor Gregory Christopher of
Tacoma’s Shiloh Baptist Church
talk to their congregations about the
protection COVID-19 vaccines offer.
These leaders are doing their best
against misinformation that moves
through social media at the speed
of light, stopping too many people
from getting COVID-19 vaccine.
It’s why our community engagement
team works hard to help people find
accurate, trustworthy information.
I am reminded of another Dr. King
quote:
“Education must enable one to sift
and weigh evidence, to discern the
true from the false, the real from the
unreal and the facts from fiction.”
We honor Dr. King’s legacy every

time we sift the real from the unreal,
when we acknowledge COVID-19
unfairly impacted people of color
and when we work toward improving
systems that make it harder for people
in Pierce County to live healthy lives.
Dr. King inspired us to speak out
against injustice and inequality in
whatever form it appears, but we
cannot do this work alone, and I
am inspired every time someone
in my community wakes up in the
morning with enough strength to
overcome fears, send their kids to
school, have weddings, bear children,
have surgeries, continue chemo, and
embrace this new normal.
Yes, my community is also my
inspiration, and by putting people
first, I believe we will get through
the challenges of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Extraordinary You
Welcome to the Extraordinary you,
Specializing, and Discovering the Unique you.

I can reach the masses
While holding your conscience
captive
Say you want be woke well I want
to be free
No longer a slave to society
These shackles to be ripped off my
feet
We’re so blind as a nation when will
we ever see
That the way to escape from the
ghetto
Is not only to be a rapper or an athlete
So we will not solely rely on your
Track meets, 808 beats or your
basketball teams
Just like Martin Luther King I have
a dream
That one day we won’t have to rap,
run fast or jump high
To be valued in everybody’s eyes
We will reach for the sky’s
Come together and unify
That one day we will truly be free
And fight for equal rights for every
single human being
It would seem my lesson is through
So tell me Hilltop have you figured
out what to do
If so then go now and be the
breakthrough

One stop shop, look no further!
We are a “Four Season Boutique”.

We carry African, Indonesia,
Contemporary, Classic, Vintage,
Church flow, to a night on the
town clothing, Shoes, Art Gallery,
Essential Oils, and much more.

Because maybe not here but now
Someone is being ostracized
Just because they are a different
Society has always excluded those
who stand out
Because they are afraid of the change
We preach in our campaigns
POWER 2 THE POETRY
Remember the name
Visit https://power2thepoetry.com/
for more poetry.

Come Celebrate “Black History Month” with us at:
1006 MLK. Tacoma, WA. 98405
We are on the corner of 10th and MLK Jr. Way on the Hilltop
You can reach us at: (253) 272-0407
Our website is coming in the near future.
See you soon!
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Tacoma Art Museum’s newest exhibition,
Departures and Divisions:
Variation in American Styles 1900-1950
New Exhibition at Tacoma Art Museum Explores the Birth of New American Styles of Art and their Influence from 1900-1950

By Kamekichi Tokita. Street Corner, circa 1935. Oil on Canvas, 24 X 30. Tacoma Art Museum. Gift of Shokichi and Elsie Y. Tokita.
By Phyllis McElroy and Matt
Wakefield On Behalf of Tacoma Art
Museum
Tacoma Art Museum’s newest exhibition, Departures and Divisions:
Variation in American Styles 19001950, explores the period when a
number of American artists rejected
time-honored subjects and styles and
embraced a variety of different aesthetics. The new installation, highlighting artwork from TAM’s own
collection and curated by the museum’s executive director, David F.
Setford, opens Saturday, January 22
and is on view until early September
2022.
This new American mindset/artistic mindset constituted a rejection of
dominant styles such as French Impressionism and the genteel subjects
preferred by New York’s National
Academy of Design, in favor of urban and rural scenes of American life.
The exhibition begins with works by
several of the artists affectionately
known as “The Eight”, including William Glackens, George Luks, Everett
Shinn and John Sloan – all followers
of Robert Henri, who encouraged his
students to illustrate the gritty city
streets and hardworking people they

saw in day-to-day life.
Simultaneously the celebrated 1913 Armory Show introduced
American audiences to abstraction,
cubism, expressionism and a variety
of other modern styles. In the following decades, American artists adopted or reacted to these new ideas in
various ways. The exhibition surveys
these responses from American Scene
works that celebrate rural life and regional scenery, to the new aesthetics
born in the Harlem Renaissance, the
influence of the powerful figurative
style of Mexican muralists and explorations of abstraction. Works by
Northwest artists illustrate the impact
of these changes in our region.
“Through these new styles, American artists expanded the definition of
what art could be and strove to define a national aesthetic but instead
of a singular definition they instead
developed a variety of viewpoints,”
said Setford, Executive Director of
Tacoma Art Museum. “This was a
transformative period in American
art and we want to reintroduce our
visitors to these artists and celebrate
their important legacies as well as
share more of the wonderful works in
our collection.”

The exhibition includes over 40
paintings and prints by such wellknown names as Robert Henri, Elizabeth Catlett, Edward Hopper, Jacob
Lawrence, and Georgia O’Keeffe as
well as Northwest artists including
Vanessa Helder, Kamekichi Tokita,
and Mark Tobey. Learn more about
the artists in Departures and Divisions at https://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/exhibit/departures-divisions/
artists/.
Events
Virtual Talk | Hear from the Curator Sunday, February 6, 1 - 2:30 p.m.
Free - Register here https://www.
tacomaartmuseum.org/event/virtual-talk-hear-from-the-curator-departures-and-divisions/
Departures and Divisions: Variation in American Styles, 1900-1950
is supported, in part, by Tacoma Creates, Arts Fund, Washington State
Arts Commission, and the National
Endowment for the Arts. Find out
more about the exhibit at https://
www.tacomaartmuseum.org/exhibit/
departures-divisions/.

About Tacoma Art Museum
Celebrating over 85 years, Tacoma
Art Museum is the leading resource
for art of the Pacific Northwest and
greater Western region. TAM’s mission is to transform our communities
by sharing art that inspires broader
perspectives and cultivates a compassionate future.
TAM’s collection contains more
than 5,300 works, with an emphasis
on the art and artists of the Northwest
and broader Western region, 25% of
which consists of studio glass. The
collection includes the largest retrospective museum collection of glass
art by Tacoma native Dale Chihuly
on permanent view; the most significant collection of studio art jewelry
by Northwest artists; key holdings
in 19th century European and 20th

century American art; and one of the
finest collections of Japanese woodblock prints on the West Coast.
TAM is located in the heart of Tacoma’s vibrant Museum District, which
consists of six museums, including
the Museum of Glass, a frequent collaborator. Visit TAM at 1701 Pacific
Ave, Tacoma WA 98402, or online at
https://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/.
Hours
Wednesday 10am to 5pm
Thursday 10am to 8pm
- Free Admission 5pm-8pm
Friday 10am to 5pm
Saturday and Sunday 10am to 5pm
(253) 272-4258
info@tacomaartmuseum.org
TAM Facebook Page https://www.
facebook.com/TacomaArtMuseum
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FEMA Recruits
Growing Food
Next Generation
Without Watering:
of Emergency Managers Join The Experiment
Empowering Youth to become leaders in their community.

FEMA is accepting applications
for the Youth Preparedness Council.
The council supports FEMA’s commitment to involve America’s youth
in preparedness-related activities.
The diverse and distinguished
council was created in 2012 to bring
together youth leaders interested in
supporting disaster preparedness

and making a difference in their
communities. During their one-year
term on the virtual council, members
meet peers from across the country,
build leadership skills and serve their
schools and communities. Members
also have the unique opportunity to
participate in an annual summit and
share their perspectives, feedback and
opinions directly with FEMA leaders
and staff. There are no in-person requirements for council members.
FEMA will host an Youth Preparedness Council Application
Webinar on Feb. 17 at 5:00 PM
for those interested in learning more
about the council and the application
process. Please register in advance at
https://fema.zoomgov.com/webinar/
register/WN_YBRkADXbSqiEu1kFz3G0bw/?utm_source=fbu&utm_medium=email&utm=campaign=ypc22.

All applications are due no later than by midnight on March 6. If
you know a teen interested in preparedness and community service,
encourage them to apply at https://
community.fema.gov/PreparednessCommunity/s/apply-to-ypc?utm_medium=email&utm_source=fbu&utm=campaign%3Dypc22.
Help us spread the word about this
year’s Youth Preparedness Council
by using #YPC2022 on social media
when sharing this news.
To learn more about the Youth Preparedness Council, visit https://www.
fema.gov/emergency-managers/
individuals-communities/youth-preparedness-council.
Check out this short YouTube
video on the Youth Preparedness
Council at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=VD4fBBTpM0s.

Master Of
Music And Memories
“We’re creating moments of joy,” Amy says.

By Kellen Burden
Amy Wigstrom can do anything
she sets her mind to. Sit down with
her for 15 minutes, and you will learn
how she came to music and follows
her passion for helping others.
Amy is the newest member of the
Dementia Services team at Lutheran Community Services Northwest
(LCSNW), joining us as the new Music and Memories Instructor.

Amy Wigstrom, Music & Memories
Instructor for Lutheran Community
Services Northwest
With a pastor for a father, and a
mother who played the piano and organ and conducted the church choir,
it was natural that Amy would have
music as part of her life, playing the
trumpet and French horn. Amy attended Pacific Lutheran University to
study music and vocal performance,
spent a year in Vienna, and earned
a degree in Music Education. She
taught music and drama in public
schools and has worked with the Seattle Opera, the Sun Valley Center of
the Arts, and the Tacoma Symphony.
After her father survived a heart attack, Amy was drawn to the mission
of the American Heart Association.
As the Executive Director there, her
family perspective gave her focus,
empathy, and a desire to improve
people’s lives.
In 2009, her mother began to have
tremors. Eventually, she was diagnosed with Parkinson’s and later dementia and moved into memory care.
There were many activities provided
but the sing along sessions were particularly treasured by Amy and her

mom. Amy quickly realized the impact that music had on her mother’s
demeanor, her anxiety, and her overall well-being.

show-and-tell a special item like an
album cover or program from a musical. “We’re creating moments of joy,”
Amy says.

“The music would help her find
her way back,” Amy says, “When we
would play music and sing together,
it was as if she was more like herself
again.”

The Music and Memories program
supports people living with dementia and their care partners to engage
creatively and joyfully in musical
activities. Participants will sing, play
instruments, and move to the music
with a goal of improving quality of

Music sessions together became
their memories. In her room, at her
bedside, they would listen to their favorite songs and talk about the first
time they heard them or the meaning
they had in their lives. They would
sing together, laugh, and just be together. Then, as her mother began
to decline, her last words during one
such visit were “I don’t know how to
tell you how much I love you.” Such
profound moments are the treasured
memories that Amy has carried with
her since her mother passed away.
The moments of lucid expression of
love and sharing the joy of music.
When Amy saw the job posting for
the Music and Memories program
with LCSNW, she thought to herself,
“This is me. I can use my experience to help people.” And LCSNW
couldn’t agree more.
Amy immediately went about educating herself for the challenge.
She read, she researched, and she attended similar music classes held for
people living with dementia. Even
though she doesn’t have a medical
or music therapy background, Amy’s
family perspective gave her an insight, a drive, a passion along with
her Music Education degree. You can
hear it in her voice as she describes
the program she’ll be heading.
“We are getting to know the participants and selecting customized
music, listening excerpts, and movement opportunities for the sessions.”
Music has been selected from many
eras, styles, and fun things like the
YMCA or the Brady Bunch theme
song, as well as classical music listening sessions, movement, and seasonal songs. Each session we also
do a Music and Memories moment
where participants share about an
experience they had with music or

An unwatered right of way can be a source of vegetables.

By Chris Eberhardt
The Dry Agriculture Learning
Farm, was started in spring 2020
by Chris Eberhardt of boundaries +
crossings; located on South Cushman
Ave between S 16th and 17th streets.
It started with two questions: In
summer can we turn a Tacoma right
of way (parking strip) into a source
of food without watering it? If this
works, where else in Tacoma can we
grow food?
In 2020 approximately 100 pounds
of tomatoes, watermelon and winter
squash were grown. Though much
of the watermelon and tomatoes was
inedible, we were able to donate approximately 60 lbs. of winter squash
to New Jerusalem’s food bank. 2021
brought carrots and volunteer tomatoes and approximately ten pounds of
carrots were donated to St. Leo’s.
The Dry Agriculture Learning
Farm consists of 4 cubic yards of TAGRO potting soil laid directly on top
of flattened cardboard boxes over the
existing lawn. The TAGRO cost was
approximately $140 including the
delivery fee.
The first two years have demonstrated that an unwatered right of
way can be a source of fresh vegetable nutrition. In the case of winter
squash, potatoes and bush beans, this
nutritional source can last into fall
and winter providing Amino Acids,
Beta Carotene, Vitamins A, B and C
among many others.
Yet growing food within Hilltop
also comes with risk that is present
throughout Tacoma. TAGRO was
selected largely due to a recommendation from the Pierce County
Health Department to dilute any lead
that might be in the ground when

soil testing was suspended due to
Covid-19. Lead and arsenic are in the
soil from car pollution, the former
Asarco smelter and other sources.
Further research uncovered studies
commissioned by the Sierra Club and
the City of Tacoma which revealed
that so-called “forever chemicals”,
Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl
compounds or PFAS, exist in TAGRO products. Consultations have
taken place with professors from the
University of Washington and Washington State University regarding soil
and also food safety.
In order to tackle challenges of
food sustainability, research, mindfulness and advocacy are needed to
grow food that is safe and healthy
with minimal impact on human health
and th surrounding environment. Dry
farming vegetables is relatively low
maintenance since no watering is involved, does not lead to runoff into
the drains nor draw water away from
salmon carrying rivers. It means that
an unwatered People’s Park, the Alaska Street Reservoir or the southeast
corner of MLK and S 11th street can
be a source of nutrition.

Those interested in joining boundaries + crossings dry agriculture project can contact info@boundariesandcrossings.org.

Amy Wigstrom’s Mother
life and increasing social interaction. It will also give them a sense
of empowerment, increasing their
self-worth, confidence, and identity.
Pre-registration for the FREE virtual
sessions is required, and sessions will
last 6 weeks for one-hour per week.
The Music and Memories program for residents of Pierce County
is currently virtual and will involve
take-home music kits with hand percussion instruments. Amy is excited
for in-person sessions in the future
because there is a large collection of
drums and instruments that can be
utilized. And if you or a loved one is
living with dementia you can be excited too. Amy Wigstrom is pouring
her heart into the Music and Memories program, and helping your loved
ones is exactly what she wants to be
doing.
To learn more, contact dementiaservices@lcsnw.org, visit our website at https://lcsnw.org/program/
dementia-services/ or call us at (253)
272-8433.

Add some S.T.E.A.M to your storytimes at home!
Check the catalog to see which kits are available at a branch near you at
https://tacoma.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=storytime%20steam.
TPL Children’s Librarians have designed these backpacks as a fun way to
provide tools that focus on exploring and playing with different mathematical ideas. Each kit features books, toys, and a paper with suggested activities.
S.T.E.A.M. stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics.
TPL also has Program Kits available, which are a fun way to bring arts and
crafts activities home with you. Take one home and let it spark your creativity! Find out more about Program Kits at https://tacoma.bibliocommons.com/
events/search/index.
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Hilltop Action Calendar Feb-Mar
Feb & Mar - People’s Center (Metro Parks) memberships are FREE
for kids under 18. https://www.
metroparkstacoma.org/place/peoples-community-center. Phone: 253404-3915.
February 1-28 – Black History
Month. People’s Community Center
will have educational spaces where
members can discover more about
Black history.
Feb 3 – Thursday- 7:00 pm. Tacoma Central Neighborhood Council
meets virtually on Facebook. Check
their Facebook page for Zoom information. https://www.facebook.com/
CNCtacoma
Feb 5 – Saturday – 9:00 am – 2:00
pm. A Proud Heritage: Finding Your
African American Roots. Tacoma
Family History Center. 1102 South
Pearl. http://www.tacomaaafhe.com/
home 253-564-1103.
Feb 7 – Monday – 6:00-7:00 pm.
HAC Virtual Weekly Update on
HAC Facebook Live. Join HAC
Board Members during our Black
History Month Celebration! Special
Guests Jeff Dade with Foreterra, and
Jeremy Gregory and Tiffany Sevenflyn, artists working on designing one
of the buildings for Housing Hilltop,
are looking for community feedback.
There art will be unveiled at the Feb
28th Art Exhibit. https://www.facebook.com/HilltopActionCoalition/
Feb 8 – Tuesday – Tacoma School
Levy Election. https://www.tacomaschools.org/about/2022-levy
Feb 9 – Wednesday – 5:30 – 7:00 pm.
New Tacoma Neighborhood Council Meeting is on Facebook Live at
https://www.facebook.com/newtacomaneighbors For more information,
please contact NCNTBoard@gmail.
com.
Feb 10 – Thursday - 6:30 -7:30 pm.
“moving and grooving at TAM! With
T.U.P.A.C. Kara O’Toole, along with
her contemporary dance students
from T.U.P.A.C., will guide participants through modern dance phrases
and relate movement expression to
works of art on view at TAM. Plan
to stay for the whole hour and wear
comfortable clothes and shoes/socks
you can move in. All ages and experience levels are welcome. Children
under the age of eight must be accompanied by a participating parent or
guardian. If you have any questions,
please contact T.U.P.A.C.: (253) 3271873, https://tacomaupac.org/
Feb 13 – Sunday - 3:00 - 6:00 PM.
Since I Been Down! Film Screening
and Community Talk by T.U.P.A.C.
at 1105 MLK Jr. Way. Meet the director and activist behind the film Gilda Sheppard. Register at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/film-screening-and-community-talk-tickets-246888499147?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
Feb 14 – Monday. Valentine’s Day
It originated as a Christian feast day
honoring Christian martyrs named
Saint Valentine and has become a
cultural, religious, and commercial
celebration of romance and love in
many regions of the world (Wiki).

Feb 14 – Monday – 6:00-7:00 pm.
HAC Virtual Weekly Update on
HAC Facebook Live. Join HAC
Board Members during our Black
History Month Celebration! Special
Guest Dr. Linda Ishem, Senior Lecturer Emeritus at UW Tacoma, will
share A Valentine’s Day love letter
to Hilltop full of local Black History.
https://www.facebook.com/HilltopActionCoalition/
Feb 17 - Thursday - 8 am. Hilltop
Business Association Meeting (Hilltopba.org). Meets third Thursday
of the month. Open to the Public –
Zoom Meeting ID 823 7351 3090,
Passcode 157990, One tap mobile
253-215-8782, Zoom Link https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/82373513090?pwd=RGMxNUtVMGxocTNib0I4RE5pdkhLUT09
Feb 17 - Thursday - 6:00 pm to 7:30
pm. Hilltop Library Planning Committee meets on the 3rd Thursday
of every month via Zoom at https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/81960342310
with Meeting ID 819 6034 2310
Feb 17 – Thursday – 5:00 – 8:00
pm. National Day of Remembrance.
Washington State History Museum.
https://www.washingtonhistory.org/
event/national-remembrance
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People’s Community Center
Celebrates Black History Month
Check out all the great activities at People’s Community Center!

By Christy West,
Community Center
Supervisor

People’s
Assistant

Black History Month - During the
month of February, the Community
Center will have educational spaces
where youth and members can discover more about Black History, culminating. All are welcome to attend
our Black History Celebration event
on February 26th from 11am-3pm.
It’s an afternoon to honor the richness of the African-American culture,
along with achievements and contributions to our community through
spoken word, dancing, singing, painting, and more. Erin Jones will be our
guest speaker.
We will have performances by
Vision Step Team, Cafe Oasis, and a
local High School dance team. Our

Feb 21 – Monday – 6:00-7:00 pm.
HAC Virtual Weekly Update on
HAC Facebook Live. Join HAC
Board Members during our Black
History Month Celebration! Special
Guests will discuss the film screening
of Since I Been Down! and include
Klair Ethridge, T.U.P.A.C. Executive
Director, Gilda Sheppard, Filmmaker
and Activist, and Faraji, an actor in
the film Since I Been Down! https://
www.facebook.com/HilltopActionCoalition/
Feb 25 – Friday – Noon Downtown
on the Go Friday Forum “It Takes
Two: Housing and Transportation”.
We’ll explore the question: how can
we plan future development and transit expansion in concert for the benefit of both? Register now at: https://
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_JF_q2UVqRXG51fiBK__w3g
Feb 25 – Friday – 5:00 – 8:00 pm.
Hilltop Artists February Winter
Warmer, The Hot Shop at Hilltop
Heritage Middle School. The Gallery
is open for shopping, and instructors
will offer hands-on flameworking
experiences for a lucky few! Hearty
refreshments and non-alcoholic beverages included with your purchase
of a ticket.
https://hilltopartists.
org/events/february-winter-warmer-2021/

Mondays 6-7:30pm Vision Step
Team will be inviting Pre-K-4th
grade to participate in weekly practices. This is free of charge. Starting
March 24th on Thursdays from 6:308pm practice will begin for grades 5
through 9.
Pickle Ball is on Tuesdays and
Thursdays 10am-12:30pm except the
2nd Tuesday of the month. Saturdays
Pickle Ball is from 11:30-1pm.
Young Adult Basketball is on Saturdays 1pm-3pm and is free of charge
to adults.

In the month of February we will
have a survey for our community to
help us create more culturally responsive and engaging programs.
We need volunteers to lend their
hands and energy to shape the future
of the next generation at People’s
Teen Center. Sign up for Prep the
Furniture on Thursday, February 17th
from 10am to 2pm, and Build Furniture on Saturday, February 19 from
10am to 2pm.The Teen Center will
be completed and presented at the
February 26th Black History Month
Celebration.
People’s Community Center is located at 1602 MLK Jr. Way on the
Hilltop. Check out their website at
https://www.metroparkstacoma.org/.

High School
Volunteer
Zoo Guides

Feb 18 – Friday – 5:00 pm. People’s
Center. Kids in the Kitchen Baking
Series: Cookies. Ages 10+. Members
$54.40, non-Members $68. To register: https://www.metroparkstacoma.
org/event/kids-in-the-kitchen-baking-series-cookies
Feb 21 – Monday – Presidents’
Day. Holiday. While the holiday in
February is still officially known as
Washington’s Birthday it has become
popularly known as “Presidents’
Day.” This has made the third Monday in February a day for honoring
all of the Presidents. https://www.officeholidays.com/holidays/usa/presidents-day

vision for this event is to educate, inspire and create lasting engagement
opportunities for our community
members. More will be revealed!

Applications are now open and close on
February 14, 2022.

By Delia Flores,
Community
Outreach
and
Engagement
Supervisor, Metro Parks Tacoma
If you are a high school student
between the ages of 14 and 18 and
animals are your passion, here’s a
great community service opportunity.
Metro Parks is looking for a few high
school students to serve as volunteer
Zoo Guides for the 2022 season. Applications will close on February 14,
2022.
As a Youth Volunteer, you will increase and share your knowledge of
Feb 26 – Saturday – 11 am – 3 pm.
Black History Celebration. People’s
Center at 1602 MLK Jr. Way. Erin
Jones will be guest speaker and performances by Vision Step Team, Café
Oasis, and local high school dance
team. Teen Center will be presented.
Feb 26 – Saturday – 11 am – 3 pm.
Black History Celebration. People’s
Center at 1602 MLK Jr. Way. Erin
Jones will be guest speaker and performances by Vision Step Team, Café
Oasis, and local high school dance
team. Teen Center will be presented.
Feb 28 – Monday – 6:00-7:00 pm.
HAC Virtual Weekly Update on
HAC Facebook Live. Join HAC
Board Members during our Black
History Month Celebration! Special Guests will include local artists
that will share an Art Exhibit Video.
https://www.facebook.com/HilltopActionCoalition/
Mar 1 -31 Women’s History Month.
The 2022 Women’s History theme,
“Providing Healing, Promoting

animals, conservation and the environment while gaining valuable volunteer experience in a zoo and aquarium setting.
Zoo Guides will:
- Talk with Zoo Guests about the animals in our exhibit areas.
- Educate Zoo Guests on a variety of
animal, conservation, and environmental issues.
- Guide activities in exhibit areas to
encourage both children and adults to
think about their place in the natural
world and their role in conservation.
- Interact with Zoo Guests of all ages

in a fun and educational setting.
- Have the opportunity to assist with
Zoo-wide Special Events during the
school year upon successful completion of the summer season.
- Zoo Guides do not assist with animal care.
Keep in mind that space is limited
and that not all applicants will be interviewed or accepted.
Questions? Please contact the Volunteer Office at volunteerpdza.org or
call (253) 404-3687. Find out more at
https://www.pdza.org/connect/volunteer/high-school-volunteer/.

Hope,” is both a tribute to the ceaseless work of caregivers and frontline
workers during this ongoing pandemic and also a recognition of the
thousands of ways that women of all
cultures have provided both healing
and hope throughout history. https://
nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org

NCNTBoard@gmail.com.

Mar 3 – Thursday- 7:00 pm. Tacoma Central Neighborhood Council
meets virtually on Facebook. Check
their Facebook page for Zoom information. https://www.facebook.com/
CNCtacoma
Mar 7, 14, 21, 28 - Monday - 6:007pm. HAC Virtual Weekly Update
on HAC Facebook Live. Join HAC
Board members with guests who
bring news and information of interest to Hilltoppers. https://www.facebook.com/HilltopActionCoalition
Mar 9 - Wednesday – 5:30 – 7. New
Tacoma Neighborhood Council is
on Facebook Live at https://www.
facebook.com/newtacomaneighbors
For more information, please contact

Mar 13 – Sunday. Daylight Savings
Time begins. The nominal reason for
daylight saving time has long been
to save energy.... the energy question probably isn’t the real reason
the United States sticks with daylight
saving time, anyway. “In the vast
scheme of things, the energy saving is
not the big driver,” he said. “It’s people wanting to take advantage of that
light time in the evening.” https://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org
Mar 17 – Thursday - 8:00 am. Hilltop Business Association Meeting
(HilltopBA.org). Open to the Public
– Zoom Meeting ID 823 7351 3090,
Passcode 157990, One tap mobile
253-215-8782, Zoom Link https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/82373513090?
Mar 17 - Thursday – 6:00-7:30 pm.
Hilltop Library Planning Committee
meets via Zoom at https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/81960342310 with Meeting ID 819 6034 2310
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