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“So with Yourselves; since you are eager for spiritual gifts,
strive to excel in them for building up the church”
-1 Corinthians 14:12

OUR MISSION IS...
...to grow our faith in Christ and share it with others,
to connect people to God and to each other through love, and
to create hope by providing opportunities for people to serve.

PHONE:
559-896-2691
EMAIL:
fccselma@sbcglobal.net
WEBSITE:
www.selmadisciples.com

February 14th, 4-6 PM
Our sanctuary will be open from 4-6 pm on Wednesday, February 14 for people to receive ashes. There
will be several prayer and activity stations available to
bring special meaning to each individual. Come whenever you like, stay as long as you wish.

Each Tuesday
during Lent
At 6:00 PM
We will gather in the small dining room for a video and
discussion while enjoying a supper of soup and bread.
The video study will be “He Chose the Nails” by Max
Lucado. Sign-up sheets will be available on Sundays.

Women's Ministries is excited to offer an event on Food and Theology on Feb. 10, 2018
from 1 - 5 p.m. at First Christian Church of Selma. This event is sponsored by WOSA
(Women of Spirit and Action). The Food and Theology event will addresses issues and
concerns regarding security of and accessibility to good, wholesome food. This includes addressing food deserts and food access in general. Rev. Tami Groves is the
keynote speaker.
We are pleased to offer this event at an affordable rate. We do have costs associated
with the event, and so we are offering registration on a sliding scale. We ask you to
consider the best registration fee for your level of income. We offer registration at $1,
$5, $10, $15, $20, and $25 or another amount of your choosing. These options appear
on the payment page.

SPECIAL OFFERING
February 18th & 25th
Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee and
development mission fund of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States
and Canada. We seek to equip and empower
disciples to alleviate the suffering of others
through disaster response, humanitarian aid,
sustainable development and the promotion of
mission opportunities.
Please pick up your new savings boxes for this
year in the back of the church.

REV. MINION

Lent is Coming!
And this year the dates are doozies!
Ash Wednesday is Valentines Day and
Easter is April Fool’s! We begin the Lenten
Season on a day when we typically celebrate
love, and end it on the day when playing tricks
on each other is expected behavior.
But in between those two dates are 40 days, during which we are to
reflect on our lives, and prepare ourselves for both the most difficult and
the most wonderful days of the Church year.
It’s not like Christmas time, when we get more and more excited,
and more and more celebratory as the big day approaches. During
Lent, as we get closer to the end, we become more somber, more
sorrowful. Throughout these 40 days, as we follow Jesus’ journey
toward the cross, we reflect, not just on the sins of those who rejected
him then, but also on our own sins, our own rejection of God’s love and
Jesus’ teachings. Rather than building up to a wonderful event, Lent is
about moving inexorably forward toward the cross. On Ash Wednesday
each person present will receive the image of a cross to remind them of
where this journey takes Jesus, and us.
On every Sunday during the Lenten Season we will ask God’s help
and grace in removing a particular sin or vice from us - greed, for
example. Replacing it with a virtue or spiritual gift - like generosity.
Each Sunday we will receive a prayer to carry with us, as a reminder of
what our prayer focus is for the week.
May our Lenten journey bring us grace and peace, for the building
up of our spirits and our Church.
Pastor Maria

Youth Ministry
New Year’s Eve can be an exciting day for many. We get to gather and celebrate
with our friends and loved ones the beginning of a new year. The hard part is
staying up till midnight to actually ring in the New Year! This past New Year’s, I
decided to open my house up for the youth and young adults. I wanted to provide
them with a safe and fun place to do something as an alternative to going out that
night. We all know that many crazy things can happen on nights like that. Plus,
not everyone gets invited to celebrate the New Year with others, and I wanted to
make the youth feel loved & seen that night. To my advantage, not all of them
came! Some of them had other commitments, but with the ones that were able to
make it, we had a blast. I was glad Cindy and I were able to do this for our youth
and young adults.
The following week was our regular scheduled high school youth lock in at our
place, we technically had two lock ins in a row at my house. Talk about crazy.
This lock in was fun and special. We were able to sit around the fire, make
s’mores, and have good meaningful conversations. My favorite part was assigning several of them task in preparing breakfast.
It was a team effort, and we all enjoyed a good
meal.
Please continue to pray for our youth and
young adults. The high school students are
very busy with senior year and all the extra activities they are involved in. Our young adults
balance, work, school, and a lot of musical
events. How they do it is beyond me, but let’s
continue to lift them up in our prayers as well.
-Hector
February 3rd, combined youth and young adult
trip to the snow.

We Have Books!
And we can start a class!
If you are thinking about becoming a member
or if you are a new member it’s a good time to
learn more about the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ).
Watch for a sign up sheet asking what days
and times are most convenient. The slot that the
most people select will be the day of our class.

Esther Group will be meeting on Saturday, February 10,
9:30 AM at Jennifer Earle’s (1327 Peach, Selma).
Miriam Group will gather on Tuesday, February 13, 9:30 AM
at Josephine Sihota’s (12166 S. Temperance, Selma)
All are welcome, please come join us!
If you would like to know more call
Jennifer Earle – 896-2358 or April Langstraat – 896-1026

“Out To Lunch Bunch!”
The “OTLB” loves the fellowship of good friends and good food! This is a bi-monthly gettogether to share a meal, conversation, and fun!

Join them at 11:30 AM on Thursday, February 1 at
Max’s Brunch House Cafe (1957 High St., Selma) and
February 15th at New Amigo’s Huckleberry (McCall Ave., Selma).
Please call the church office 896-2691 to confirm your reservation for January 4th. Dee Anne will be making the reservations a day
before.
April Langstraat will be making reservation for the 18th, so please call her early at 896-1026.

Selma Neighborhood Resource
Center Presents
Free Citizenship Classes
Every Tuesday Starting
February 13th, 2018
6:00—7:00 PM
1940 E. Front St. Selma CA
Call 559-230-6305 to register

Anti-Racism Training, Part 1
Saturday, February 10, 2018 From 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM
Registration begins at 8:30am
At First Congregational Church (UCC) Tulare, 220 W Tulare
Ave, Tulare, CA 93274
Are you unsure what the difference is between racism and
personal prejudice?
How racism is a system beyond individual choices? Why racism still grips the United States?
And how we, as people of faith, can help dismantle it internally and socially?
If these questions interest you, plan on attending this workshop. You don’t have to have
been trained before. All it requires is some time and an open heart and mind.
Registration is $45 suggested donation with light breakfast and lunch included.
Questions: Contact Natalie Chamberlain 559.352.5520, ncchamberlain@yahoo.com or
Hope Attenhofer 925.665.9239, highhopes4all@gmail.com.

Tidy Gill returned to the Valley after receiving her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Vocal Performance with an emphasis in Musical
Theatre at Notre Dame de Namur University (NDNU). During her time at NDNU,
Tidy was granted the “Emerging Artist
Scholarship” and graduated Summa Cum
Laude. After receiving her degree, Tidy
opened her own private voice studio, and
began working for Dinuba Unified as a Visual and Performance Arts Technician,
teaching Kindergarten through 6th grades.
Tidy aspires to continue her education and
eventually find a career that will cater to
underprivileged children or young adults, in
the hopes of eliminating social and economic borders in the fine arts.

Valentine Luncheon
Sunday, February 11th, at 12:00 PM
Esther Group is hosting a Celebrate Love
for Selma Convalescent Hospital on Sunday Feb. 11 right after worship. We will
provide fixings to make your own sandwich, chips and drinks with lots of chocolate desserts to enjoy. We will provide materials so we can all make Valentines for
the residents at Selma Convalescent.
Come and enjoy the fun of fellowship and
creating together in the name of Love!!

We welcomed McConnel Coakwell, on January 28, 2018, as the newest member to
First Christian Church. Please welcome Mac and his family.
Their information is as follows, please update your directories:
McConnel “Mac” Coakwell

559-419-3330

Gloria Gomez*, fiancé
Natalie*, Alec*

Maccoakwell@gmail.com

2608 D Street
Selma, CA 93662

PRAYER REQUESTS AND GRATITUDE
Blessings to All,
We are so, so, grateful to be able to use the church.
Pastor Mesa, Trinity Life
Ashley Petree also wants to thank the “church mouse” for the Christmas gift. Thank you!
Prayers of gratitude for my unborn granddaughter, AshLynn Gabrielle. The second set of test have
come back negative for down syndrome. The baby is growing as she should and is healthy.
Dee Anne Douville
Dear First Christian Church,
Thank you so much for donating to the DOC Community! We all really appreciate it and wouldn’t be
where we are today without the support from our donors. I’m a sophomore here at Chapman, and the
DOC program made me feel welcomed and has been a great support system.
Sincerely, Emma Thornton
Virgie Cortez asks for prayer for her family. A cousin of her husband, Steve, died due to a brain hemorrhage received in a fall.
Marian Clifton asks we keep in prayer, her niece Kelly Gonzalez who is petitioning the court for full
custody of her little boy, Cannon.
Please pray for Angel Smiley and family. Her mother passed away in the early morning on January 31,
2018.
Please pray for Kerry Daniels and Family, they have found that they did not get all of the cancer with
his previous surgeries, he is in a lot of pain and his prognosis does not look good.
Please pray for Richard Duncan, he has been diagnosed with the flu. Please pray for Barbara too, that
she doesn't get it.
Please keep in your prayers, Pastor Maria Tafoya, as she tries steroid injections later this month in
hopes to help her back pain.

PRAYER C HAIN
Jennifer Earle is leading the prayer chain. You may send prayer requests to her at 559-896-2358 or jen4earle@sbcglobal.net.
If she is out of town, please send your requests to
April Langstraat (559-896-1026 or
alanandapril1972@sbcglobal.net).

Thank you to all faithful supporters of the Food Pantry. Distribution days
are held on the first and third Thursdays at the SMART Center! During
the month of January there were 82 bags of food given out to 267 people.
Your donations are always greatly appreciated.

There will be no
Board Meeting for the
month of February!
Next Board Meeting is
scheduled for
March 11, 2018

Cache of Cash
Hey! Where’s my money?
Through your generous gifts and fundraisers in January these funds have accrued in the following accounts:
New Building Fund
Choir Fund
Organ Fund
Food Pantry

$ 1,947.43
1,200.00
230.00
1,365.00

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
5 Jessica Torrez; Justin & Sierra Cook ‘14
7 .......................... Nick Luna
8 .......................... Alec Coakwell
11 ......................... Judy Woods
12 ......................... Kathleen Schales
15 ......................... Jose Pena
16 ......................... Raquel Solis
17 ........................ Mac Coakwell
18 Ken & Vicky Armstrong; Denae Vargas
19 Elma & Bonnie Murray ‘66
22 ......................... Jennifer Earle
28 ......................... Karleen Locklear
Have we missed your special day? Is something incorrect?
Contact the church office and let us know!
Please call 896-2691 or email fccselma@sbcglobal.net

FCC Weekly Schedule
Sunday:
9:15 AM ............................................. Sunday School
10:30AM ................................... WORSHIP SERVICE
6:00 PM ...................................................... Iglesia PC
Monday:
6:30 PM ....................................... CYF Group Meeting
7:00 PM .................................. Narcotics Anonymous
Tuesday:

(No activities)

Wednesday:
7:00 PM ........................................................ Iglesia PC
Thursday:
6:30 PM ........................................ Trinity Life Church
7:17 PM ............................................... Choir Rehearsal
Friday:
(Office Closed)
7:30 PM .................................Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturday:

(No activities)

Schedule for
FEBRUARY 2018
THURSDAY, 2/1
7:45 AM
Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T. Center
11:30 AM
Out to Lunch Bunch @ Max’s
SATURDAY 2/3
Snow Day Trip
Youth and Young Adults

Selma Convalescent Hospital. Hosted
by Esther Circle

SUNDAY, 2/4
12:00 PM
Deacon Meeting
1:30 PM
Young Adults Group Meeting

TUESDAY, 2/13
9:30 AM
Miriam Group at Josephine Sihota’s
6:00—7:00 PM
Free Citizenship Classes Begin (1940 E.

THURSDAY, 2/8
3:30 PM English
4:30 PM Spanish
Free Domestic Violence Workshop

WEDNESDAY, 2/14
4:00—6:00 PM
Ash Wednesday Prayer , Activity & Ashes

(1940 E. Front St., Selma) Presented by the
Marjaree Mason Center

SATURDAY, 2/10
9:30 AM
Esther Group at Jennifer Earle’s
1 PM – 5PM
Food & Theology Conference at FCC
7:00 PM
Concert at FCC soprano, Tidy Gill
SUNDAY, 2/11
12:00 PM
Congregation makes Valentines for

Front St., Selma)

THURSDAY, 2/15
7:45 AM
Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T. Center
11:30 AM
Out to Lunch Bunch @ Amigo's
Huckleberry’s (location of old Country
Waffle, Selma)

TUESDAY, 2/20
6:00 PM
Lent Soup & Study @ FCC
TUESDAY, 2/27
6:00 PM

SERVING IN
GREETER(S)
04: Marsha Staley
11: Laurie Fitzgerald
18: Nancy McGuyer
25: OPEN

February

PRESIDER(S) PROJECTION BOARD
Geneva Torrez
Jorge Flores
Cindy Hernandez Clarissa Zarate
Hugh Adams
OPEN
Marsha Staley
OPEN
SOUND BOARD
John Hopkins

ELDERS
04:
11:
18:
25:

OFFERING
Debbie Brown
Hugh Adams
Kathleen Schales
John Terry

COMMUNION
Alan Langstraat
John Terry
Dave Highbaugh
Debbie Brown

LOCK-UP: Nancy McGuyer
(Prep)
04:
11:
18:
25:

Michael Gutierrez
Laura Thornburg
Tina Richie
Jorge Fores

DEACONS
Dawn Linhoff
Bonnie Murray
Marsha Staley
Jeff Terry

Jorge Flores
Bonnie Murray
Marsha Staley
Vonnie Murray
Vonnie Murray
Jeff Terry
Laura Thornburg Dawn Linhoff

Please call a sub if you are unable to do Communion preparation!

SCRIPTURES & TITLES

FOR

FEBRUARY

BOOK & VERSE (NRSV)
SERMON
04: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 “The Chameleon”
11: Mark 9:2-9
“Dazed and Confused ” Part 1
18: Mark 9:9-15 “Dazed and Confused” Part II
25: Mark 8:31-38
“Hard Truths”

LAST MONTH’S ATTENDANCE

12/31:
01/07:
01/14:
01/21:
01/28:

50
39
42
57
54

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Sunday Bulletin:
Wednesdays @ 10:00 AM
Newsletter:
16th of the month @ 10:00 AM

CHURCH OFFICE

HOURS

M - TH from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

CHURCH STAFF
MINISTERS ............................................... The Congregation
SENIOR PASTOR .................................... Rev. Maria Tafoya
Minister of Youth/Young Adults .......... Hector Hernandez
Choir Director ............................................ Michael Gutierrez
Choir Accompanist ...................................... Jordan Williams
Organist ................................................. Anthony Imperatrice
Child Care .......................................................... Ashley Petree
Chair of the Congregation (2017) .............. April Langstraat
Chair of the Elders (2017) ................................ Jennifer Earle
Administrative Assistant ....................... Dee Anne Douville
Custodian ........................................................... Virgie Cortez
Communications Coordinator ....................... Leah Torosian

Names
Address
City, State Zip Code

STAMP

