AACA
Antique Automobile Club of America

Hillsborough Region
“The Radiator Newsletter”
www.AACAHillsborough.com

November 2017
r

Dear Members,
Here we are and November is over. There were a few things happening in our club since our last newsletter.
Thanksgiving was one, and I trust everyone had a good time with family and friends. Joanne and I went to
Durham, NC, and spent the weekend with family.

We also had the club Turkey Run, which went very well. There were some cars that made the tour a
little shorter, bypassing the route slightly. But it was all good, and we all enjoyed a great Mexican lunch
at Del Carmen’s in Dade City. Patti Nasrallah won the Piñata filled with Mexican candies by answering
all the trivia questions from the route. Our last stop was at an interesting flea market where you could
buy anything from a Model T horn to a 20 ft. Peruvian ceremonial roof support. We also had members
from the Tampa Bay Antique Vehicle Club joining us. Thank you to everyone who could join us!
Saturday, Dec. 2 is our Brookdale ALF Car Show on Bearss Ave., Tampa. Howie Mednick is our organizer, so
please come and support.
Our Christmas Party is on December 16th, starting at the Ybor City Museum at 3:30pm. Please call Linda
Fernandez to RSVP as soon as possible. More information is below in the newsletter. This will be our last event
together this year. We have new members joining us, so let’s make them feel at home when you see them.
There are still many spots left for your car to be in the 2018 AACA Hillsborough Calendar. Please send me your
pictures of you and/or your car asap.
The weather is great, so I have one more request…Let’s tour with our cars!
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New shirts are here and for sale @$27; Pins $5;
Windbreakers $21
Call Ron Martin (813) 220-5109

Meet-Ups
Our Monthly Meet-ups are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month. Arrive at 6:30pm, the meeting
starts at 7pm and lasts for approximately one hour. Snacks usually provided by the host. When
meeting is at a restaurant, then please arrive at 6pm to eat.
NEXT MEET-UP: Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2017 CANCELLED in lieu of Holiday Party
Has been cancelled due to several other events planned for this month.
We hope to see you at the Holiday Party on Saturday, Dec. 16. Details in this Newsletter below.

December Celebrations
5- Darla Fernandez
7- Linda Fernandez
18- John Peters
18- Ron Rowand
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December 16, 2017
Please join us for a fun day, and bring
family and friends!
Arrive at Ybor City Museum, 1818 E. 9th
Ave., at 3:30pm. The museum fee is $4
per person.
There is complimentary valet parking
(just tip) at Columbia Restaurant 2117 E. 7th Ave., Tampa (between
20th and 21st). We have 5:30pm reservations for dinner. Your dinner
will be charged on separate checks directly to you. There will be an
additional $6 per person added to your check for the Flamenco
dancer show afterwards.
After the dinner and show we will walk 1 block over to 8th Ave.
between 19th & 20th St. for a Trolley Ride which goes through Ybor
and Channelside and back. The Trolley ride is free!
Please RSVP to Linda Fernandez 813-390-2821 by 12/14/17
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Member Profile….. by Bob Slaney

Ron Martin
You’d never know that Ron is a hot air balloon
enthusiast. He has been ballooning since 1980
and his passion continued until recently. He has
finally semi-retired and recently sold his last
balloon. How important is ballooning to Ron? He
met his wife, Teri, at a ballooning event in
Brandon 16 years ago!
Ron was born in 1942 in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. He is the eldest of four children and has one
sister and two brothers. His father is deceased but his mom is still going strong at 96 years old!
Growing up, Ron always loved looking at cars in magazines. When he looked at his first Hot Rod
magazine at age 15 which had pictures of girls standing beside hot rods on the beach in California he
decided that he would one day move to California.
Ron bought his first car, a 1949 Ford coupe, at age 15. An older friend taught him to drive it when he
was 16. His first car club was “The Cluster Busters” which he joined at age 17. As a result, Ron became
interested in Drag Racing and bought a 1957 Chevy 2dr. HT which he raced in D/gas class. He also
raced a couple of the club cars - a 1947 Hemi powered Fiat and a Hemi powered Henry J.
Ron enrolled in a Technical college and graduated with a Journeyman Electrician’s degree. He married
his first wife in 1963 and they immigrated to Southern California in 1964. They had two boys and
adopted a girl.
After working for a company for eight years, Ron formed his own electrical engineering and
construction company which he operated for the next 18 years.
In 1980, Ron took his first Hot Air Balloon ride, a birthday gift. He was
immediately hooked and started taking lessons. Within three weeks, he
purchased his first Hot Air Balloon. He was also a fixed wing pilot at the time
and owned a 172 Cessna.
For the next 37 years, ballooning was a major part of his life. He was very
fortunate to win and operate a couple of great commercial balloon contracts.
One, which lasted 10 years, was flying a 147 ft. tall Korbel Champagne Bottle.
You’ll have to ask Ron what happened to the champagne!
Flying Balloons gave Ron the opportunity to travel all over the USA, Canada
and many countries around the world. He just recently sold his last balloon and has semi-retired from
ballooning.
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Sixteen years ago at a Balloon Festival in Brandon
FL, he met his wife, Teri Schneider. Ron said that this
particular day was one of the happiest days of his life.
During his Ballooning career Ron didn't have a lot of
time to pursue the old car hobby but he is happy to be
back enjoying old cars again. He has owned
approximately 40 cars, trucks, motor homes, dune
buggies etc. so far in his lifetime. He built his first hot
rod, a 1931 Model A, 5 window coupe, shortly after moving to California.
He presently owns a 1927 Peerless, a 1932 Ford pickup hot rod
and a 1962 Ford Sunliner.
Several years ago Ron started dreaming about what it would be
like to participate in The Great Race. This year he realized his
dream and drove in the race with his good friend Brando
Pistorius. The 2017 Great Race started in Jacksonville and ended
in Traverse City, MI. Ron and Brando successfully finished the
race.
Ron will be competing again in next year’s Great Race which starts in
Buffalo, NY and ends in his home town of Halifax on the banks of the
Atlantic Ocean as part of the city’s Canada Day festivities.

Strokers Club
More Details- Contact Jeremy Waters jeremyfl81@gmail.com
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Officers & Board of Directors
President:
Brando Pistorius
813-917-9205 brando@oldwheel.com
Vice President:
Ron Martin
Secretary:
Leo Dougherty
Treasurer:
Marlene Hall

Coming Up…
This Saturday, Dec. 2
Brookdale, Northdale ALF, 3401 W. Bearss
Ave., Tampa, 33618 10am-2pm RSVP Howie
(808) 347-0912 hm49a@aol.com

Board of Directors:
Willie Fernandez
Bob French
Dave Kurash
Tony Santos
Newsletter Editor:
Joanne Pistorius
Special Events:
Linda Fernandez
Member Profiles:
Dona Hornung
Webmaster:
Joanne Pistorius
Photographer:
Ken Hornung
Tour Coordinator:
Howie Mednick
Membership Chair:
Brando Pistorius

For more information, check your club website
www.AACAHillsborough.com

Dade City
Tour
Great fun touring through
the backroads and
countryside of San
Antonio and Dade City.
We had a delicious lunch
at Del Carmen’s Mexican
Restaurant. Then on to an
antique swap meet with
plenty of interesting items
and stories from around
the world.
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Classifieds:
For Sale

1964 Studebaker GT Hawk
$16,000
Call Brando Pistorius 813-917-9205

1952 Lincoln Capri
$45,000
Call Brando Pistorius 813-917-9205

1941 Lincoln
$ 60,000 or best offer
Call Bill Watt
412-364-3176

1996 Lincoln Mark

1929 Peerless
$37,000
Call Brando Pistorius 813-917-9205

Wanted:

Members…if you are

looking for parts or a specific car now is
the time to let us know and we will post
it in the newsletter and website for free!
Email Joanne Pistorius at
joanne@oldwheel.com

VIII
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Sponsors:
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Coming April 13, 2019

1st Annual Gasparilla Concours d'Elegance
Be a part of the inaugural event that car collectors have been
waiting for, Tampa’s first Concours d’Elegance, to be held in
Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park in Downtown Tampa.

Sponsors * Vendors * Volunteers * Participants
Gasparilla Concours d’Elegance, Inc
Directors:
Brando Pistorius, Automotive (813)917-9205
Joanne Pistorius, Administrative (813)714-1019
Howie Mednick, Sponsorship (808) 347-0912
Ford Heacock, Mentor

www.GasparillaConcours.com
Info@GasparillaConcours.com

There is always great information on your AACA National Club Website
www.AACA.org

Sign up for your monthly Speedster e-Magazine
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