
 

 

December 7, 2017 
 

Cynthia Simonson 
vpeducation@mccpta.org 
 
Lynne Harris 
president@mccpta.org 
 
Dear Ms. Simonson and Ms. Harris: 
  
I have received your Maryland Public Information Act request seeking copies of documents related to 
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) students not meeting the University System of Maryland 
(USM) entrance requirements.  Specifically, you requested the following: 
 

 Data showing the number of students in 2015–2016, which were reported in the 2017 Student-At-
A-Glance report, that did not meet the USM requirements, by subject area (#1); however, during 
the conference call on November 1, 2017 with Joanne Causey, Public Information Office, and Juan 
Cardenas, from the Office of Shared Accountability, you modified this request and agreed that the 
percentage of students, both across the district and by high school, would provide you with 
sufficient data. 

 MCPS 2015–2016 graduates that did not meet the USM requirements, by number, by subject, by 
cluster (#1A).  Similarly you agreed to modify the request to include the percentage of students 
district-wide and by high school. 

 A breakdown of the math courses of current freshman for the 2017–2018 school year by course, 
by number, by cluster (#2).  During the November 1 conference call, you clarified that by “cluster,” 
you meant “by high school.” 

 The rubric/criteria, by cluster, used in the 2017–2018 school year to determine whether a student 
that took Algebra 1 in Grade 8 (2016–2017 school year) was being recommended in this current 
year (2017–2018) to:  repeat Algebra 1, advance to Geometry, or advance to Honors Geometry 
(#2A); 

 For the class of 2018, the number of current seniors and the breakdown of their final year course, 
sorted by the year they first took Algebra 1B and further sorted by grade achieved in the course 
(#3).   

 By cluster, currently enrolled seniors with a breakdown of their final year course, sorted by the 
year they first took Algebra 1B, and further sorted by grade achieved in the course (#3A). 
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You agreed on November 1, 2017, that, given the time required and the complexity of writing the code to 
retrieve this information, you would withdraw #3 and #3A, for the time being.  Further, you have agreed 
to waive the MPIA timeline for questions #1 and #1A, so we may provide you with a thorough and 
accurate response.  Be assured that work to fulfill your request is well underway.  At this juncture, we 
have been able to provide responsive documents to question #2, as well as an explanation and documents 
that address question #2A. 

 
I am responding on behalf of the superintendent of schools who, as official custodian of records for the 
school system, is responsible for replies under the Maryland Public Information Act, Title 4 of the General 
Provisions (GP) Article.   
 
Please find the enclosed responsive documents to questions #2 and #2A, as described below. 
 
Question #2  
Breakdown of Mathematics courses of current freshman for the 2017-2018 School Year, which has been 
redacted in accordance with Maryland law, Article §10-616(k), as well as the Family Education Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA), which exempt the disclosure of any documents that could reasonably identify 
a student.    
 
Question #2A 

 A written response to question #2A 
 Mathematics Acceleration Guidance Document for Math 4/5 and Math 5/6 (February 2017) 
 Grade 4 Mathematics Recommendation Frequently Asked Questions 
 Vertical Articulation process document 
 Improving Career Readiness, Vertical Articulation of Skills and Alignment 
 March 9, 2017, memorandum and attachment regarding cluster or consortia-based mini-grants to 

support successful transition and articulation 
 April 2016 sample parent letter regarding Grade 4 Mathematics curriculum, Grade 4/5 accelerated 

curriculum 
 March 15, 2016, Power Point presentation for middle school principals regarding 

achievement/access gaps in Mathematics; Mathematics core principles and pathways; and 
curriculum and articulation 

 July 23, 2015, memorandum to elementary school principals regarding the process for identifying 
students for the Grade 4/5 compacted Mathematics curriculum, including attachments 

 February 10, 2014, memorandum to middle school principals regarding Mathematics articulation 
 December 9, 2014, memorandum to middle school principals regarding Mathematics articulation 

from Grade 6 to Grade 7, including attachments 
 Information regarding MCPS Math Curriculum 2.0, including Courses that Lead to College and 

Career Readiness; the introduction and summary of Curriculum 2.0 and the roll out plan; and the 
2015-2016 Elementary Mathematics Staff Program Guidelines 

 December 11, 2013, memorandum to elementary school principals regarding professional 
development for articulation from elementary schools 

 
Please be advised that I will be sending you the responsive documents to questions #1 and #1A as soon as 
they are available and prepared.    
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If you believe you have been wrongly denied a public record, you are entitled to seek judicial review of 
this decision pursuant to GP § 4-362. In addition, pursuant to GP § 4-1B-01 et seq., you also have the 
option to express any concerns about this decision to the Public Access Ombudsman.  

    
With regards,  

       
       
 

Derek G. Turner  
      Director 
 
 
DGT:vem 
 
Enclosures 
 
Copy to:  
  Dr. Navarro 
  Dr. Wilson 
  Mr. Civin 
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Algebra 1 1st time 2886 167 255 118 88 34 11 120 250 129 199 153 129 117 158 145 17 81 66 82 144 98 71 160 65 29

Algebra 1 Repeating* 277 14 10 38 17 12 12 14 26 20 16 12 16 16 11

Geometry 2288 76 108 122 101 225 125 27 151 87 24 78 119 123 90 191 115 78 69 71 145 64 88

Honors Geometry 5001 176 214 169 192 266 173 173 140 321 199 183 162 341 125 156 114 272 146 100 237 138 330 249 257 168

Magnet Geometry

Algebra 2 186 17 11 13 22 21

Algebra 2 (2-year) 72 13 13

Honors Algebra 2 1740 116 131 46 120 44 23 76 45 127 26 39 60 119 43 61 68 38 45 30 37 64 29 38 140 175

Other 1682 31 318 35 77 223 33 110 13 179 10 73 86 60 25 36 51 47 62 163 23 19

Snapshot November 1, 2017

All includes Alternative Programs, Rock Terrace, Longview, and Stephen Knolls

*Does not include students who enrolled in MCPS as Grade 9 students from other districts

FY18-46, Question #2:  Breakdown of Math Courses of Current Freshman for the 2017-2018 School Year

NOTE:  Information has been redacted in accordance with Maryland law, Article §10-616(k), as well as the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), which exempt the disclosure of any documents 

that could reasonably identify a student.



Request #2A:  
Further, we are requesting the rubric/criteria, by cluster, used in the 2017-18 school year in 

determining whether a student that took Algebra 1 in 8th grade (2016-17 school year) was being 

recommended in this current school year (2017-18) to:  

 Repeat Algebra 1,  

 Advance to Geometry, or  

 Advance to Honors Geometry?  
 

 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Response: 
 
There is no MCPS rubric/criteria that is published by the central office that determines which 
mathematics course students should take when transitioning from middle school to high 
school. The following course pathways listed below are provided and are also posted on the 
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) website: 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/math/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Given the options available to students and the unique characteristics of high school 
communities, each high school is expected to develop practices, procedures, and timelines 
related to articulation between the feeder middle schools and receiving high school, including 
courses available and student placement in courses. Ultimately, schools are expected to make 
personalized decisions for each individual student based on multiple data measures and other 
variables.  
 
The central office has provided general guidance to schools about acceleration in mathematics, 
predominantly at the elementary and middle school levels. Responsive documents related to this 
central guidance are enclosed. 
 
 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/math/







































































































































































