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TENTATIVE ASSESSMENT ROLL

OMNIBUS TAX SOLUTION

The Tentative Roll will be available for inspection after
May 1, 2009 at the Hague Community Center, Mon - Fri from
10 am to 3 pm. David Martucci, Sole Assessor, will be in attendance with the Roll on the following dates, by appointment
only: Monday, May 4, Monday, May 11, and Monday, May 18,
from 10 am to 2 pm and Saturday, May 16, from 4 to 8
pm. Please call (518) 543-6161 for an appointment.

The statewide NYS Property Tax Reform Coalition (of
which the local Tri-County Committee is a member) has joined
forces with a diverse array of tax reform groups, fiscal watchdogs, education advocates and unions to form the Omnibus
Consortium. The Consortium's sole purpose is to finally get
meaningful property tax relief and reform enacted into
law. The Omnibus Bill, developed in consultation with the
Consortium by Frank Mauro of the highly respected Fiscal Policy Institute, provides long overdue relief and reform in one
piece of legislation.

The Board of Assessment Review will meet on Tuesday,
May 26, 2009 from 4 to 8 pm at the Hague Community Center
to hear complaints. Complaint forms (RP 524) are available at
the Community Center or online at <orps.state.ny.us>

SCHOOL DISTRICT VOTING
Voting for the Ticonderoga School Budget and for candidates running for the Ticonderoga School Board will take place
on May 19, 2009. With one member running for reelection and
two seats being vacated - by Richard Frasier of Hague and Jay
Fortino of Ticonderoga - there are 3 persons to be elected.
Donna Van Wirt and Glenn McKee of Hague are candidates,
along with Fred LaVallie (incumbent), Jim Wells and John Lenhart.
On April 7, 2009 there was a hearing on the budget in Ticonderoga. Dick Gladu has kindly provided The Hague Chronicle with a summary of the budget. He was one of only 3 community members at the budget meeting. None of the candidates
were in attendance.
There will be another public hearing on the budget on May
12, 2009 with the final vote the next week on the 19th.
2008-2009
Expenditure

2009 - 2010

Diff

$16,669,482

$17,214,120

3.27%

Aid

$6,335,613

$6,398,916

.99%

Other/Fund Bal.

$1,438,000

$1,400,000

-2.64%

Levy

$8,895,869

$9,415,204

5.84%

$16,669,482

$17,214,120

Revenue

TOTAL

A 3.27% increase in spending will result in a 5.84% in
Tax Levy. The spending is driven by fuel, salaries, benefits and
debt service. The revenue is driven by State Aid, Building Aid
and other revenue (IP).

According to Hague resident Dick Gladu, who has been
one of the activists working on tax reform, passage of the Omnibus Bill “is the best chance we have for meaningful change.”
He urges property owners to visit the website
<www.Omnibustaxsolution.org> and sign the tax reform petition. It is time to “seize the moment,” Gladu said. It is the intent of the coalition to meet with legislators from both houses,
armed with boxes of signed petitions, as soon as they return
from recess on April 20.
The Omnibus Bill contains a circuit breaker which would
limit the amount of property taxes levied on a home based upon
the total income of the household. The state would set a maximum percentage of income a household is expected to pay in
property taxes, and any amount paid in excess of that percentage would be refunded to the taxpayer.

2010 CENSUS PREPARATION
In preparation for the 2010 Federal Census, census
workers are canvassing neighborhoods to obtain housing data
for the 2010 count under the auspices of the Department of
Commerce. Kathi Ramant of Hague is the Census Crew Leader
for Northeastern New York. She said, “The workers are easily
identified by the nametags around their necks and by the tote
bags with ‘US Census’.” They will be canvassing in Hague
soon.

LGPC DELAYS ACTION
The Lake George Park Commission (LGPC) announced
that it will postpone action until its May meeting on a Final
Environmental Impact Statement for the new stream corridor
regulations for the Lake’s watershed. The Commission needed
another month to complete a review and response to public
comments and to make revisions to the regulations and the Environmental Impact Statement.
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GLENN MCKEE TO RUN FOR SCHOOL BOARD

HVFD READIES FOR SUMMER

A second Hague resident has entered the race in the upcoming election for the Ticonderoga School Board. Glenn
McKee, a lifelong Hague resident and 1983 graduate of Ticonderoga High School, has joined Hague candidate Donna Van
Wirt in a race for one of the three open spots on the Board.

The recently refurbished Fire Engine #344 has been inspected by Chief Jim Young and Marty Fitzgerald. It has now
been delivered to us and is back in service. This gives us a likenew vehicle at one half the price of replacement. Additionally,
the new fire rescue boat has been outfitted and launched, and is
now at its mooring at the Hague Town Beach for all to see. A
demonstration is planned for Memorial Day weekend.

Glenn has an Associate’s Degree in Business Administration from SUNY Delhi and has been an employee of International Paper for 17 years. Glenn has also been a NYS Licensed
Real Estate Appraiser for 13 years and was appointed to the
Hague Zoning Board of Appeals in 2006.
Glenn said he is interested in contributing to the continued
success of the Ticonderoga School System. He also stated, “I
want to help ensure that our children have the tools necessary to
not only succeed, but excel in today’s ever changing and challenging world.”
Glenn and his wife, Lori, have been married for 15 1/2
years and have two daughters, Jordan, 14 and Cassidy, 10.

LGLC ACQUIRES SHORELINE
On February 27, 2009 the Lake George Land Conservancy
(LGLC) ended nearly two decades of negotiations when it
closed on the acquisition of 351 acres and 2,357 feet of shoreline along Lake George’s eastern shore in the Town of Putnam.
The conservation project, called the Last Great Shoreline, also
includes 70 acres
and 1,613 feet of
shoreline remaining
in private ownership that is now
protected by a deed
restriction.
Lying
just south of Anthony’s Nose and Adirondack Camp, the
land is visible from
the shoreline of
Hague,
Friends
Point and Island
Harbor.

More information at <www.lglc.org/LGLC-News-And-Events.asp>

Several training events have taken place recently: Introduction to Fire Officers training and certification was completed by
Shawn Perry, Scott Siwek and Tom Haskell, Jr. Certified and
trained as Incident Safety Officers were Joanne Trudeau, Bob
Rafferty, Scott Siwek, David Snow, Diane Trudeau and Shawn
Perry. Our Secretaries, Diane Trudeau and Joanne Trudeau
completed OSHA Record Keeping Training. Eight hours of required OSHA Training given by Dennis Johnson was recently
completed by a majority of our active members.
E.M.S. Captain Swinton reports that a community CPR
course will be offered at the Fire House on Sat., May 16, 8 am.4 pm. This class is being offered as part of the events celebrating National E.M.S. week. There were seven Fire and E.M.S.
calls in March, along with 3 regular training sessions.
At our recent meeting there was a moment of silence followed by a brief eulogy in memory of Gerry Boyd.
Last but not least, mark your calendars now for our great
annual Chicken Bar BQ plus hamburgers and hot dogs ala carte
following the fantastic Hague Memorial Day Parade on May 23,
3 - 7 pm. Department members are planning a work period to
make improvements to the picnic pavilion and generally spruce
it up.
This is the season for brush fires, so if you must burn,
please do so responsibly. ... Joe McCranels

CORRECTION
The winner of the Beste Weekend Scholarship raffle was
Michael Cherubini. Mike graciously donated his winnings back
to the Hague Volunteer Fire Department.

REMINDER TO SEASONAL RESIDENTS
We have your summer and winter addresses. If you return
at the same time as last year the date is already in our computer.
We will automatically send to your local address. However, if
your
date
changes
please
let
us
know
<haguechronicle@nycap.rr.com>.

THE HAGUE CHRONICLE is mailed out by volunteers on the Thursday after the third Tuesday of each month. The
News deadline is six days earlier.
Please send news or address corrections to the Publisher, Judy Stock at
<HagueChronicle@nycap.rr.com>.
The Hague Chronicle is supported by its readers and you may send your yearly (check your label) tax deductible contribution, made out to The Hague Chronicle to:
THE HAGUE CHRONICLE
PO Box 748
Hague, NY 12836-0748
Editor/Publisher: Judy Stock (518-543-6517)
Treasurer: George Ianson
Editorial Staff: Pat McDonough
Layout Editor: Jim Henderson

Our website: www.thehaguechronicle.org
04/09
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SENIOR CLUB NEWS

MEMORIAL DAY 2009 CELEBRATION

The Club's March meeting proved to be a very informative
afternoon with Guest Speaker Kelly Crotty, Manager of the
Glens Falls Hospital Life Line Program. Many questions were
answered which allowed members and visitors alike to glean
the details they were seeking.

The Memorial Day Celebration, sponsored by the Hague
Senior Citizens Club, will be held on Saturday, May 23, 2009.
We hope you have your plans for the day in the works. The
Family Funfest at the beach runs from 9 am to 4 pm. Anyone
interested in setting up at the beach or helping out the Seniors
there, please give Emily Cobb a call at 543-6325. Anyone
wishing to enter their Star Pooch in Linda Benway's Doggie
Show, please call 585-6884.

On April 16th, several of the club members treated themselves to an outing of browsing at the Lake George outlets and
then lunched together at the Old Trading Post Restaurant. It
made for a fun day.
April's monthly meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 28,
2009 at 1:30 pm at the Community Center. We are having a
Mystery Guest Program and the only clue I can offer you is that
this will involve a Radio Talk Show on Station WHSS - Hague's
Swinging Senior Station !! Make sure you plan to check us out
- guests are welcome. Refreshments will be served, of course!
The Seniors’ White Elephant Sale, to be held at the beach
during Hague's Memorial Day Celebration, is in need of items
in good condition to sell. (Please, no clothing.) If your spring
cleaning has turned up a few things you would like to eliminate,
please give Pat Hintze a call at 543-6502. ... Madeline Pelkey

SMITH SUSTAINS SERIOUS INJURY
In an unfortunate accident while working on his own truck,
Highway Superintendent Donald Smith lost the sight in one
eye. It is not known when he will be able to return to work.
Vicki Frasier and Jamie May have organized a benefit for Don.

The Parade is shaping up well, but we are still seeking Veterans, Floats, Clowns, Marching Groups, Families, etc. Prize
Categories are: BEST IN PARADE - MOST CREATIVE MOST PATRIOTIC - BEST ADIRONDACK THEME, - BEST
YOUTH PRESENTATION plus HONORABLE MENTION
ADULT & YOUTH. Join in the fun. Don't forget - you must
be signed up to be assigned a Unit Number. Call Madeline
Pelkey 543-6130.
As for the Memorial Service at the Beach, we are very
pleased to announce our Guest Speaker will be ABC News Reporter, Robert Woodruff, who will express his thoughts on the
meaning of Memorial Day. This whole ceremony is a very
meaningful dedication which sums up Hague's entire DAY TO
REMEMBER.
Donations are still welcome. To date, they have been below normal, so we would appreciate any help you can give. All
of you make this event possible. Checks should be made out to
Hague Senior Citizens Club, Parade Account and mailed to us
at the Hague Community Center, PO Box 509, Hague, NY
12836. We thank you.
... Madeline Pelkey

The benefit will be held at the Hague Fish and Game Club
on May 2, 2009. A horseback and wheeler ride will begin at 9
am and last for a couple of hours and then return to the Club.
From 2 to 4 pm there will be a horseshoe tournament followed
by a Pot Luck Supper. Those attending are asked to bring a dish
to share. Funds will be raised through raffles of donated items
and a 50/50 raffle. Music will be provided.
The event is open to the public and hopefully many residents will come to show their support for Don. For more information call Vicki Frasier at 543-6626.

KIWANIS BUFFET DINNER
MONTHLY TURKEY DINNER
A Roast Breast of Turkey Dinner, with all the trimmings
and sugar-free dessert choices available, sponsored jointly by
the members of Mount Defiance Lodge No. 794,
F.&A.M., and Fort Ticonderoga Chapter No. 263, Order of the
Eastern Star, will be served Friday, April 24, 2009, at the Ticonderoga Masonic Temple, 10 Montcalm Street, Ticonderoga
(across from the Stone House). Take-outs will be available
from 4 - 5 pm, and dine-in is 5 - 6:30 pm in the downstairs dining hall. Tickets are $10 for adults and $7 for children 12 years
old and under, and will be available both by advanced sale by
members of the Masons and the Stars, and at the door. Public
dinners by these two organizations are planned for the last Friday of each month through May. Public parking for this
event will be available along Montcalm Street, also at the
Thomas B. Azer Agency and Hancock House parking lots.

On Thursday, April 30, 2009, the Kiwanis Club of Ticonderoga, Inc. will be hosting their community buffet dinner at
the First United Methodist Church, Wicker St., Ticonderoga,
NY. Dinner will be available from 4:30 until 7 pm or until the
food runs out. Take-outs available at 4 pm. The cost will be $9
for adults; $4 for children 4 to 12 years of age and free for under 3.
There will be various meats, carved to order, assorted casseroles, salads, lasagna, and numerous other main courses. The
Kiwanis dinner's famous traditional dessert table will feature
numerous homemade desserts.
Members of all communities are invited to bring their
friends and families to a great homemade dinner. Proceeds help
the Kiwanis to help local communities.
04/09
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TOWN BOARD MEETING - 4/14/09
Councilwoman Edna Frasier chaired the meetings in the
absence of Supervisor Belden who was out of town. Councilmen Dick Gladu, Mark Martucci and Rudy Meola were all present.
A moment of silence was held for Helen Frasier.
During the public comments Joe McCranels discussed a
letter he had written to Supervisor Belden with a proposal for
training summer staff. For a minimal flat fee, he would review
the operations of the Town Park staff, give structured training
to the staff and supervise them. Sal Santaniello, representing
the Chamber of Commerce, endorsed Mr. McCranels’ plan and
offered to meet with the committee which will consider the
proposal. The plan will be reviewed by the Board Town Park
Committee members Meola and Martucci.
Councilman
Martucci noted that the Warren County Chamber of Commerce
is having a training workshop for summer workers which he
would like to see our staff attend.
Town Board Committee Reports:
1. Assessor & Justice:
Councilman Gladu reported that Assessor Dave Martucci
is still working on the tentative roll which will be ready for
inspection on May 1st.
2. Buildings & Grounds/Enhancement:
Councilman Martucci reported that work is progressing on
the front porch and they have proposals for the foyer entryway.
He also mentioned looking into a wireless PA system. Councilman Meola noted that they should look at the entire building
utilization. He would like to see the committees function better.
3. Finance & Insurance:
Councilwoman Frasier recommended, and the Board approved, renewal of insurance with Upstate Insurance for a 2
year period and then they would get back to the regular 3 year
rotation. The insurance package has gone up 1%.
4.

Fire Department:
The Fire Department has the newly refurbished engine
truck. The Board approved a request for a charging station at
the Park and painting to mark the area where the boat will be
moored.
5. Highway:
The culverts have been inventoried, the roads have been
swept and they are repairing mailboxes and lawns that were
torn up by the plows.
6. Museum & Historian:
Councilman Frasier, Supervisor Belden and Town Historian Jerry Crammond learned from a meeting with DOT representatives that by June or July they will have the new Henry
Knox plaque finished. It will be put at the bottom of Tongue
Mt. instead of on private property in Sabbath Day Point.
7.

Personnel:
Changes in the manual still need to be typed.

8. Planning/Zoning/Stormwater:
Four strong candidates were interviewed for
the vacant position on the Planning Board and a
recommendation was made to appoint Michael
Cherubini. Councilman Meola noted that it had
taken a long time to get the recommendation
and then there was nothing on the agenda about
it. Mr. Cherubini was appointed unanimously.

Mike Cherubini

9. Recreation/Promotion & Youth:
Councilman Meola reported that they have enlarged the
committee which is looking into ways to promote the town.
They hope to enhance and expand activities into the fall.
10. Sewer Districts #1 and #2:
Lakeshore Drive (Route 9N) north of the downtown Hague
intersection is closed to Sand Hill road by the Rogers Rock
campsite. Necessitated by sewer construction, this closure may
last another week or two. [It is possible to travel on the road
after hours although it is still officially closed and is marked off
with traffic barrels.] No update on costs was available although
it is hoped that there may be some funding from the Federal
Stimulus package. The fees for sewer collection were set. [see
related article on page 5 ]
11. Town Park:
Councilman Meola reported that the bathrooms should
open on Monday, May 4, 2009, the beach needs sand and that
the Music in the Park schedule is set. He also suggested that the
black metal tubes that were placed around the end of the pier
last year be replaced because they are unattractive.
12. Transfer Station:
Four companies have been identified which might submit
proposals for management of the Transfer Station. Requests for
proposals (RFPs) will be due by May 5th. June 19 & 20, 2009
have been set as the cleanup days with free pick-up for senior
citizens. [More information to come in May issue.]
In other business, the Board
Amended Resolution #56 to read as: “House keeping cottages/cabins used as a commercial business that are rented out
for seasonal or short transient occupancy.”
Awarded the work for repair of two stone piers on the
bridge at the Community Center to the lowest bidder of three
and will confirm that the bid contained all requested work.
Awarded the work for repair of the Community Center foyer to Murphy Construction Co for the low bid of $2,200.
Discussed landscaping issues. The Board received proposals from two companies but as Councilman Meola noted, an
RFP had not yet been sent out. He requested that the committee
make a written recommendation to the Board so that they can
then make a decision.
Hired Barbara Patchett to do the work in the triangle in the
intersection and also for maintenance of the flower baskets and
planters. She will obtain the flowers for the hanging baskets
and Mike Beneduce will be donating the flowers for the bridge.
Received a letter from Vivian Den Bleyker for the Garden
Club and accepted their offer of work on the three entrance areas to Hague which will be done in May.
04/09
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Approved $7,300 for a new Biz Hub copier to replace the
one on its “last legs.”

PUBLIC HEARING SEWER DISTRICTS - 4/6/09

Received a letter from Tim Costello with a request for additional help while Bo O’Leary is out recuperating for the next
three months. Councilman Gladu noted that a staffing plan was
needed for the sewer districts. The Sewer Committee should
meet with Tim.

All members of the Town Board and the Town Attorney
met to hear comments from the public about the allocation of
EDU’s (equivalent dwelling units) for both sewer districts.

Heard from Councilman Gladu about the Ticonderoga
School Budget. [See related article on page 1.]
There was no County report.

TOWN BOARD SPECIAL MEETING - 4/14/09
Prior to the regular meeting Board members Gladu,
Martucci, Meola and Frasier met with Elan planners to discuss
the plans for the American Legion building and surrounding
area.
The Board has decided to have the building taken down
and replaced by a replica of the current main room which was
originally a building in Graphite when the mines were active.
There will be a paved walkway and sloped entranceway for
handicapped accessibility. There will be no bathrooms and no
heat so it will only be used seasonally.
There will be a railing and benches put up along the brook,
but the area near the bridge belongs to the State and the DOT
will not permit any work done on it. There is room for a memorial area which will have a flagpole and some monument
memorial. It was agreed that Elan would continue with the
building plan and the exact plans for the memorial would be
worked out in consultation with the members of the American
Legion and the public. Jim O’Toole noted that Hague has a rich
heritage with regard to military history having had representation in every conflict and it needs to have a memorial to reflect
that participation. Councilman Frasier noted that there used to
be a sign downtown to recognize them.
The project is projected to cost $160,000 with half of the
money in grants and the Town will contribute their portion us-

PUBLIC HEARING RENTALS - 4/14/09
The Town Board then held the public hearing on the proposed change in zoning code with regard to rentals. It will now
provide for the rental of single family homes and the owners
will be responsible for the renters following all code requirements. If the zoning enforcement officer is contacted about a
violation, she will contact the owner to make them aware the
renters are in violation. If the violation continues, the Town
Attorney can take appropriate action.
One area where the code is not clear has to do with the definition of bedrooms. Both Graham Bailey and Cathy Clark said
a clear definition of bedroom in the zoning code was needed.

Lawrence Schwartz, Pine Cove, felt that seasonal homes,
only able to be used 6 months of the year, should not have to
pay the full fee. Several others echoed his sentiments. Town
Attorney Viscardi read from a 2008 resolution that “all costs for
the proposed district are to be assessed on a benefit basis to the
lots and parcels in the district, in proportion as near as may be
to the benefit each derives therefrom.” The assessment is for
having the sewer regardless of when or if it is used since even
those who chose not to hook up are billed if the sewer is available to them, which is true for both sewer districts.
Robert Patchett, Trout House Village, stressed that housekeeping cottages should not be assessed the full fee because
they were commercial cabins, not homes.
The new schedule states that cabins used for recreational
purposes as a commercial business and rented out seasonally
are charged 3/4 of an EDU.
The warrants for the sewer districts were approved and the
bills should be out by May 1st. If you do not agree with the
EDUs assigned to your property, you can file a complaint by
obtaining forms from Town Clerk Debbie Manning and returning them by June 22nd. The Town Board will meet to review
the complaints and corrections will be made by July 1.

PLANNING BOARD - 4/2/09
Chairman E. J. Siwek, John Brown, Bruce Clark, Martin
Fitzgerald, Dick Frasier and Pam Peterson were all present
with an additional seat to be appointed by the Town Board.
Three new applications were introduced and site visits scheduled.
BRAUNER (60.13-1-7) 37 Red Fox Lane (TR-1)
The applicant is a applying for an addition to an existing
house. Currently the house sits 59’ 10 1/2” from the MHW
mark of Lake George; if approved the proposed addition would
sit 56’ 4” from the lake. New development within 100 feet of
the Lake needs Planning Board approval. The home is on the
Arcady septic system and there will actually be a decrease in
the number of bedrooms as well as a decrease in % coverage.
GINN/DELARM (43.5-1-3) 9813 Graphite Mt. Rd. (Hamlet)
The applicants are requesting approval to serve food and
alcoholic beverages on the restaurant’s rear concrete patio and
in front of The Firehouse Restaurant. Board members asked
several questions with relation to the requirements of the state
alcohol control board which will be addressed by the applicants.
ICKE (26.14-1-16) 39 Waltonian Rd (TR-1R)

The proposal has to be cleared by the APA.

The applicant would like to construct a 8’ x 45’ x 8’ high
pergola which will be attached to the north side of an existing
house. If approved it will sit 50’ from the MHW mark of Lake
George.
04/09
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - 3/26/09

SEWER DISTRICT #2 CONTRACTORS

Marty Fitzgerald, Acting Chairman and members Glenn
McKee, Lindsay Mydlarz and George Ianson were present.
Robert Goetsch, Bill Pittman and Jon Hanna were absent.

The sewer lines must be completed before hook-ups can
begin which may take 1 1/2 to 3 months. However, property
owners can begin to make arrangements for contractors to do
their hook-ups. Some of the ground work can be done even if
connection is not yet possible. A list of the approved contractors is available at the Wastewater Treatment Plant (contact
Tim Costello at <wwtp@townofhague.org>) and at the Community Center. An application for the grinder pump has to be
submitted and may be done by the contractor or the property
owner.

RIZZA (43.13-1-22) 28 Bayberry Lane (TR-1)
The applicants would like to construct a 1 1/2 story addition to a legal non-conforming house. The plans call for the
run-off of the structure to drain into existing and proposed
flower beds. The property is located within Sewer District #1.
A variance request was made for relief from a greater than 25%
increase and a sideline setback.
The Planning Board recommended that the variance be
granted provided that a native vegetative buffer be planted
along the brook and a more detailed stormwater plan be submitted.
During the public hearing, Cape Cod Village Association
President George Stanford spoke in favor of the application as
did resident Claire Best. Both indicated that the plans would
make a nice addition to the Cape Cod neighborhood and had
the support of the Association.
John and Denise Bambach, adjacent neighbors to the
northeast, were represented by Attorney John Breitenbach with
a request that the decision on the variance be delayed for further review. Due to an address issue they received information
on the public hearing at a late date. They had concerns about
the plans and wanted more time to present their case.
The ZBA agreed to keep the public hearing open until next
month.

TRIATHLON IS COMING
Triathletes looking to challenge themselves in Lake
George’s waters and hills will return to the North Country Triathlon on June 27, 2009 for the 8 am start. The event’s worldclass course and support of local social and environmental causes have spurred rapid growth.
Race founder Randy Engler expects approximately 400
participants in this year’s event, doubling last year’s number. He
notes that positive “word-of-mouth” among the area’s racing
community has led to many early registrants. Engler says,
“Word is really getting around that the North Country Triathlon
is unique from other races in a number of ways. We’re relatively
small in overall numbers, but racers find this to be a huge plus.
It makes for a well organized and intimate race.”
Engler states that “The North Country Triathlon offers racers two of the most challenging Olympic and Sprint distance
courses out there; and they’re in a beautiful setting. Also, we’re
very serious about keeping the area beautiful and take an environmentally conscious approach to planning and running the
course.” He adds, “We have a great group of dedicated volunteers, and local government and businesses have been tremendously supportive. The stage is set for a great race.”

AARP 55-ALIVE DRIVING COURSE
Sponsored by the Hague Senior Citizens Club, this class
will be held at the Community Center on Thursday, June 11,
2009 from 9 am to 5:30 pm. Benefits for taking this course are
a 10% reduction on your auto insurance for three years, and a
reduction in points incurred on your driver's license, if any.
This course is for Seniors 50 years+ and the fee is $12 for
AARP members (must bring your membership card) or $14 for
non-AARP Members. All must bring your driver's license.
Cash is acceptable and checks are to be made out to AARP 55Alive. The instructor will be Charlie Antonetti.

The North Country Triathlon continues to benefit the small
communities around Lake George, as well as regional and international charities like the American Cancer Society Hope Lodge
in Burlington, Room-To-Read, and One Percent For The Planet.
Each year the race raises funds to help these organizations improve the quality of life in our community through health, education and the environment.
To find out more about the North Country Triathlon and the
charities it supports, to register to run or to volunteer see the
website <www.NorthCountryTri.com>.

Coffee will be served in the morning but please bring your
own lunch. Since registration is limited, sign up by contacting
Madeline Pelkey at 543-6130.
04/09
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HAGUE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Henry Ruth’s Autobiography
A recent addition to the binders available for reading in the
Hague Historical Museum is the Autobiography of Henry Ruth.
It’s a wonderful story of a child of German heritage raised in a
benevolent orphanage and of his life and family. We hope
you’ll come in and read it in its entirety, but in the meantime
here are a few quotes to pique your interest.

We had some 40 history buffs join us on March 31 for our
“Show and Share” program. At the close of the evening, all
agreed that it was a very successful program. Our presenters,
Ray Snyder, Walter Wells, Art Tricka, Dotty Henry, Pam Peterson, Art Belden and Inza Jordon, provided us with a very interesting evening that was not only informative, but frequently full
of good humor. Our thanks to all of them for sharing their
“artifacts” and their anecdotes.

Of the orphanage, he writes: “The capacity was 120 children, 60 boys and 60 girls. At the time I was admitted in 1904,
there were just 24 boys and 24 girls enrolled, by the year 1906,
the numbers had increased to capacity. These figures demonstrate the great need for caring for the number of orphans in the
Greater New York City region at that time.

Hague Historical Society President
Pat McDonough displays the autobiography of Henry Ruth

I, and I know many of the children raised at the orphanage
would feel the same, have my fondest memories and heart-felt
thanks to all the sponsers who so generously helped in giving
orphans a good education and a very happy childhood.”
Having lost both his parents to tuberculosis, as a young
man Henry began to have lung problems and it was recommended that he get out into the country. He took farming
courses and began working farms on Long Island and in New
Jersey. “In the spring of 1919, I found suitable employment on
a farm in New Vernon, New Jersey, owned by Mrs. E. Mann
Vynn. The farm was supervised by her father, Colonel William
Mann, who owned the newspaper, The Town Topics, of New
York. It was a society gossip paper.” After Mrs. Vynn sold the
farm, Henry was out of work. “Being unemployed again in
June 1920, I decided to take a vacation for a while, and spend
some time with friends at Hague, New York on beautiful Lake
George. This friend was Mr. Donkey, who had been a foreman
at the Mann Vynn Farm in New Vernon and was transferred to
Hague before Colonel Mann passed away to manage the then
known Mann’s Farm between Hague and Silver Bay on Lake
George.”
So Henry arrived in Hague, where he was to meet his
bride, work to care for his family, and live out his life in and
around our area. His tale is worth reading and we want to
thank Ida May, Henry’s daughter, for sharing his story with us
and with you, our readers.
… Pat McDonough

Art Tricka and Walter Wells
discuss the birdhouses made
by Art

One of the many metal birdhouses
made by Art Tricka

Photos courtesy of Chris Ianson and Judy Stock

Postcard Postmarked @ Hague August 6, 1906
Dates of upcoming Historical Society events:
Note: 8/6/06
Dear Mother
The place is all right
after you get here, but
very tiresome getting
here. Yours
William

Postcard courtesy of Jim Henderson

Tuesday, April 28, at 10 am: Cemetery work morning: Bring your shovel, your rake and any plant divisions you
may want to add to the Pine Orchard graveyard.
Tuesday, June 23, at 7 pm: Annual Meeting: a brief
business meeting and a visual presentation on the Sexton Sisters and their photography. Come and join us!
Tuesday, September 1, at 7 pm: Houses In Hague: a
visual presentation on many interesting homes in Hague.
04/09
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~SOUNDINGS~
BORN: A son, Henry Watson Clark on January 25, 2009 to
Kathleen and John Clark of Hillsborough, NC. He is the sixth
grandchild for Edward and Mary Crabbs of Fredericksburg, VA
and Hague.

BORN: A daughter, Evelyn Wood Duback on March 13, 2009
to Alison and Andy Duback of Williston, VT. The proud grandparents are Craig & Diane LaCourse of Hague.
BORN: A son, William James O'Toole on March 18, 2009 to
Peter and Brenda O'Toole of Ballston Spa, NY. William is the
grandson of Madie and Jim O'Toole of Hague.
BORN: A son, Jacob David, on April 6, 2009 to Elizabeth and
Chris McDonough, of Cranston, RI. He and his brother Patrick
are grandchildren of Dave and JoAnne DeFranco of Hague.

A SPRING LAKER
With every picture there is a story.
Dennis McDonough had a brilliant idea on how he could
catch a lake trout off the boathouse without having to sit out in
the cold! He bought a wireless door bell, rigged it up in the
boathouse, and plugged it into the chime in the living room.
As Dennis and Pat were sitting in their living room -- the
Westminster chime went off! Pat reports that they thought,
“Aha, we've got a bite! So down trots Dennis to the boathouse
and starts reeling, and reeling, and reeling. Still back in the
house, I hear a shout and join him. ‘Grab the net,’ he calls
out. So side-by-side, he reels and I net!”

BORN: A son, Kaisen, on April 10, 2009 to Megan Steitz of
Hague. Kaisen is the grandson of Daniel Steitz and greatgrandson of Art and Joan Steitz, all of Hague.

MARRIED: Aimee Miller of Philadelphia, PA and Eric
O'Toole, son of Madie and Jim O'Toole of Hague, on January
31, 2009 in a ceremony in Cape May, NJ. The couple reside in
Brooklyn, NY where they both work as designers.

And Pat’s picture shows
the rest of the story.

CONGRATULATIONS: To Katherine Frank, daughter of
Tammy Masten Frank of Coatesville, PA and granddaughter of
Wes and Anita Masten of Hague. Katherine was a member of
the Coatesville HS 4-Member Distance Medley Relay
Team that won the PA State Championship Gold Medal at the
Indoor Track Championships held at Penn State University on
February 21st. Katherine, who also runs on the Cross Country
Team is a Senior and will graduate in June.

HEALTHY KIDS DAY
Silver Bay YMCA of the Adirondacks is planning a lively
day of educational and fun activities for local children and families on Saturday, April 25, 2009. The annual YMCA event will
be held from 10 am - 2 pm at Ticonderoga High School. Last
year's event drew more than 60 people and the Program Department has high hopes to top that number. Activities planned thus
far include taekwondo, a Bouncey House, health screenings and
fingerprinting.

BOOK SALE
Warren County Historical Society will conduct its Annual
Book Sale on Saturday and Sunday, April 25 and 26, 2009 at
the Heritage Center at the Oneida, 195 Sunnyside Road,
Queensbury from 10 am to 3 pm.
A good selection of quality used books, paperback and
videos including fiction, history, and romance novels, and unframed prints will be offered for sale.

KIWANIS TO SPONSOR POPSICLE STICK
BRIDGE CONTEST
With the support of Ticonderoga Middle School Prinicpal
Bruce Tubbs, 6th, 7th and 8th grade students from the Middle
School and St. Mary’s School will compete on May 9, 2009 in
the first annual Popsicle Stick Bridge building contest. The
contest will be sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Ticonderoga.
One of the main objectives is to stimulate interest among students in engineering as a career and to teach students to work
effectively in teams.
Jim Marshall, technology teacher in Ticonderoga Middle
School and Graham Bailey, President of Kiwanis organized the
event and will provide guidance to the students.
Prior to the contest, Joe Mathias, Bridge Engineer with
New York State Department of Transportation will share information with the students on the basics and history of bridge
design and construction.
The contest will begin at 9 am in the Middle School Cafeteria. Students will be given an hour to construct their bridges
followed by judging and loading the bridges to failure. Prizes
will be awarded for the strongest and best looking bridges.

Photo from <www.garrettsbridges.com/photos/popsicle-bridge-2>
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102 !

Weather Report by JoAnne DeFranco
Hague Weather Report 3/13/09—4/10/09
Spring is here. The snow has melted. The ice is out of
the lake and there were no spring snowstorms to report. Yippee!
March ended rather peacefully with temperatures climbing to 68 degrees on March 28. April rain showers were abundant the first week of April. Temperatures are still up and
down: Cold and chilly days alternating with lovely sunny days
in the 60’s.

Congratulations to Kate Hunter who turned 102
in February!

The ice went out of the lake on April 2. The full moon
occurred on April 9. The length of daylight continues to increase. Get outside and enjoy!

HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO DISTRIBUTE NEW INFORMATION CARD

04/09
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HAGUE CALENDAR
May 2009

April 2009
23 7 pm

Zoning Board of Appeals

2

9 am

Benefit Ride from Fish & Game

24 5 pm

Turkey Dinner at Masonic Hall

7

7 pm

Planning Board

25 10 am

Healthy Kids Day

9

9 am

Middle School Building Contest

28 10 am

Cemetery Cleanup

12 1 - 5 pm

School Voter Registration

28 1:30 pm Senior Club meeting

12 7 pm

Public Hearing on Ti School Budget

30 4:30 pm Kiwanis Buffet Dinner

15

News deadline for May issue

16 8 am

CPR course at the HVFD

19 12 - 8 pm School District Vote

Sunday, May 10th

21

The Hague Chronicle is mailed

22 - 26

Schools closed over long weekend

Save the date: May 23rd is the Memorial Day Celebration
in Hague. See page 3.

HAGUE ARTS FAIR AND FARMER’S MARKET
Vendors of handcrafted items as well as local produce vendors are being solicited right now for the 38th Annual Hague
Arts Fair sponsored by the Hague-On-Lake-George Chamber
of Commerce. Dates for the event are August 1, 2009 from 10
am to 4 pm and August 2, 2009 from 10 am to 3 pm.
All vendors are invited to participate at a reasonable cost
and both inside and outside spaces are available at the Hague
Community Center. This year they are opening up the Fair to
local vendors interested in selling fresh produce, fresh flowers
and artisan breads.
Deadline for registration is June 15, 2009 and for further
information call or contact: Judy Schultz, 44 Overbrook Drive,
Hague, NY 12836 or 518-543-6769.
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