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God of the Impossible
By Art L.

It is with prayerul consideration that | sit and write these few words, It is my desire to impart unfo the brothers and sisters
whao are a part of the body, and the Swreomsrs Br (3 frist family, as well as all those who are blessed with the newsletters, a
wiord of encouragement,

Regardless of whether we are free men and women or prisoners we are all faced, at one time or another, with the disap-
pointments of life. | have been serving God for a good number of vears. In those years | have seen personal failure, and |
have seen great victory's by the hand of the Lord,

The one thing that | have leamed is simply this; in times of difficulty, in times of trial, or at the crossroads of decision, this
too is simply the greatest thing that | can do is go back! Return 1o the fundamentals and the foundations of my faith. These
are two Scriptures that come to mind. Matthew 6:33, “Seal e (et the Ohapata &F Ged sod R Mabicersiess, g
all these Gt il b oz oo [

This is wery fundameantal to me because it is the very first verse | ever memorized. | suppose that it is so because there
was an obd song that quotes that very verse, 3till, as fundamental as it is o me, it holds deep spirtual significancea, The
second Scripture that comeas to mind when | find myself digging deep into the fundameantals of my faith comes from
Proverbs 3:5-6, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will make your path straight.”

| do not expect that this will be a heavy 'Rewy’ (revelation) to most of us. Still, many times in the heat of the battle, we as
saints, lose sight of the very simple truths of His Word, for all our high minded thoughts, often we can miss God's direc-
tion. Inomy heart of hearts | know that the will of God and the mind of God are far too complex for me o ever fully compre-
hend. Still | know that His love for me is unfailing and He will reveal it to me, what | need for the hour, and provide for the
need at hand. So | find no need o complicate my walk with Jasus, but only t0 keep it simple.

Excessive incarceration will definitely make a man or woman a lil' quirky. More than once | have been approached by
someone who has asked me, "Brother, are you alright?" | just smile and say, "Sure | am! I'm just encouraging myself in the
Lord! This is one thing that | learmed many years ago. Hebrews 4:72 tells us, "For the Word of God is living and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, plercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart,"

In Ephesians 6:17 Paul refers o the Word of God as the sword of the Spirt, Paul's reference is likening the Word of God
to an offensive weapon with which to do our warfare. As you all well know, my brothers and sisters, we are definitely in a
spiritual war, in accordance with Ephesians 6:10-12, "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of
His mighi. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able fo stand against the wiles of the devil, For we do
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, agalnst powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”

Jesus s our example of using the Ward of God 1o combat the enamy. In Matthew Chapter 4 Jesus was confronted and
tempted by the devil. This was just after He was baplized by John and sent into the wilderness. The devil came at Him
sideways, The devil first fried to bribe Him, then he triad 1o put Jesus in a trick bag by even pervarting the Seripturas, How
many of you know that the enemy often fries to throw you a curve ball by mixing in a little bit of truth with a e, just o try to
make you take the bait? In Matthew 4:4, 7, 10 we clearly see how Jesus responds to the enemy of our souls, T (2
eertiEn, (I fe alen woiiisg Qo Sy (o s, Sothed Fer 105 nriiiEn .~ Jesus used God's written Word! Nothing more,
nothing less! Romans 3:3-4 (ells us, "What If some do not have faith? Will their lack of faith nullify God's faithful-
mess? NOT AT ALLY Let God be true, and every marn a iar.” Again, His Word i guick and powerful! His Word in bnef
will say it all, when | for many ways am inadequate outside of Christ.

So let's go back o encouraging myself; | have learmed this over the yvears. Just as my Savior usad the written Wond of
God three different times to combat the enemy of our souls, o must | do likewise because He is our example. If we are
Christians are we not to be like Him? S0, as He does we do likewise!

S0 in times of distress or concem I've taken to standing in agreement with and quoting Scrplures out lowd, | bagin by
taking the Word of God and making it personal like in 1 John 4:4, "(l am a child of God's, and have overcome the
woarld), because the One that is in me is greater than the one that is in the world®, "In ALL things (I am) more than
a conguerar through Him Who loves (me).” {Romans 8:37), "l can do EVERYTHING through Him who gives me
strength.” (Philipplans 4:13), and my all time favornite is Isafah 54:17, "No weapons formed against you (me) shaill
prosper, and every tangue that shall rise against you {me) in judgment shall you (1) condemn. This the heritage of
the servants of the Lord, and their ighteousness is of Me, saith the Lord.”
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If we will be honast with ourselves we must admit that thera are times when the enemy comes at us with doubt, fear, and
uncertainty and we often feel the temptation to take the bait while setting the hook curselves. | for one have found using
Jesus’ example of using the Ward of God to combat the enemy in all my doubls and fears to be very effective. Knowing
His Word and believing it enables us to stand IN HIM!

Today | am reading in Joshua Chapter 10 and | encourage you all to read il for yvourselves. In this particular portion of the
Scriptures Joshua does something very profound to me. In the midst of a battle Joshua asked the Lord (o cause the sun
and the moon 1o stand still so that ke could continue o do warfare (Joshoua 10:12). One could read that and say, "Come
on Joshua, that's just crazy! Don't you know anything about science? How's that going to happen? Whether someone
believes it or nol Joshua 10:13 goes on to say, "So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the nation
avenged itself on fis enemies ... The sun stopped in the middie of the sky and delayed going down about & Ffull
day. "

You see friends; we serve a God whom in all things are possible, "For NOTHING is impossible with God." (Luke 1:37)
Brothers and sisters we have to learn His Word and learn to use it as a weapon of our warfare. | pray these wonds of
encouragement will be helpful o someone out there as we all remamber Hebrews 10:23, "Let us hold unswervingly to
the hope we profess, for He who promised IS FAITHFUL. " Lel me share Hebrews 10:23 - from the Message Transla-
tion Bible, "5o let's do It - full of belief, confident that we're presentable (nside and out. Let's keep a firm grip on
the promises that keep us going. He always keeps His word.”

Testimony from the Qutside ... A Mothers Heart and Perspective
By Tari B.

Dearest SMwraemers o (Sriet, my son has continually shared his love for this print and contributed his perspective from time
to time. Always expressing his love for Christ.

| felt lead to share my story even if | am not behind the scenes, My 50n has a bit 1ess than 2 years to the gate and wa
praize Jesus for all He has done in our lives! If there are any moms cul there that are having doublis, may your hope be
restored.

Having lived through my son's drug addiction and coming out on the other side of the pain, it's worth shaning, The writing
of this story is therapeutic as well as healing. Mostly, it is necessary for me o tell other mother's thal, "God does a more
sufficient job of clearing the way.” After many houwrs of deliberations and consultations with God, it was clear what had o
be dona. His guidance penatrates much deeper and more spiritual than anything | am capable of exprassing. My son and
| became estranged and in 2004, | literally handed him t2 his heavenly Father and prayerfully asked for help.

Some drug addicis do not act out while under the influence. Some do. Some behave just as irresponsible as a Lab
menkey on drugs. They become a prisoner behind their lies, shame, deception and doubl. In this case, a prisoner behind
the bars of incarceration, lies, shame, deception and doubt. It was during the years of our separation that God worked His
miracle. He gave my son all that he needed. He poured out and covered him with His Mercy and Grace, It was like a rev-
elation had to occur. And it did! Could it be supernatural? You better believe ith

I had not lalked to my son in about 2 years. During which hard work was done. In 2012, | received a letter from my son.
The return address was closar than where | had heard he was serving a 9 year senfence, The letter was GREAT! He
essentially asked if | would consider coming to the prison for a face to face visit. Big changes had taken place and he was
in the midst of obtaining a college degree in Seminary. Translated: He was to ba a pastor. WOW Avisit?! In 2l of the
insanity and years of prison life, | had never participated. | had made that point super clear very early on. Why would |
want to go to a prison? IEwasnt my sentence, my actions or choices, right? Mo, thank you. Well, the Lord had a different
plan. He revaaled to me that | could do this, The same God that gave me the courage 1o let go and let Him handle my
son's journey, inspired me o agree o a face to face visit. Again, WOW!!

It was one of the most amazing days of my life! | hated it 50 much! But, when my son walked through the door to the visi-
tation area, | knew the pain was gone, The man, who walked towards me with open arms, was exactly what | had been
wraiting for, all of those years. We hugged and wepl. The separation was over. We both realized we would never again
have to reunite. The word 'clarity’ is a good description of our fealings. We laughed, cried, alked, shared and repeated
that aboul a dozen times. The experience of passing all of the rules and regulations was miserable! | was extramely self-
concernad and freaked out until | learmed the horror of what my son endured after our visit was over and he disappeared
behind those doors.

. confinued on page 9
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Thon't worry about anything nstead pran about coernthing Cell God what now weed and thank Szim for
all §% fas done Philippians 4:6 (NLT)

WVrager Nequeste
I would like everyone to lift my uncle, Jim, and his family up
in prayer. He has been battling lung cancer for two years, and
recently the cancer has moved to his liver. He is going 1o start
aggressive rounds of chemotherapy, "Lord, you have given us
autharity here on earth to call into existence the things that
You died on the Cress for .. healing of sickness and disease. |
believe in the power of prayer and the supematural healing
for Jim. | know that You answer prayers. | believe in miracles”
- TWG years ago, Wade and | praved for Jim when he was first
diagnosad with brain turmors and lung cancer. He had
surgery to remove the tumors and started chemotherapy
treatments. Through treatment [and prayer) the brain and
lung turnors were reduced. He returned 1o work and hasn't
let this keep him down. Also at that time, we prayed that lim
had more life left than what the doctors said. | prayed 1o God
to give Jim more years here on earth because his kids were
still young and they needed him. And here we are two years
later, and Jim is still here and heis a fighter, just like my
grandpa, Jake, who had nine lives. | have always said that my
farmilys genes are strong and defy medical logic ... my mom
had lived longer than doctors ever said she would, she had
sevarg breathing problems since childhood; my grand pa had
been shot in the war, electrocuted, brain aneurysm, and
heart by-pass surgery, another uncle who was in a severe
metorcycle accident and was in a coma, and now my uncle,
Jim, who will also defy the odds like his sister, father, and
brother. Ged is faithful, He is good and He is cur healer ..
Exodus 15:26 says that God is our healer and our life giver .
By Jesus stripes, lim is healed ... Michelle Anderson

I'd like to make a special request if | may that you and your
church family pray for my children, that soon we will ba
reunited and that the guardian angels keep and protect

them from any harm! This six year sentence is almast over for

me and what a devastating time it has been - | lost my father
at age 60, my mother at age 57 and my grandfather at age

80. Both my parents went early in age because of drugs and
the lifestyle they chose, Pm left with beautiful memaories.

Sometimes it doesn't feel real, | know deep down this painful
experience is going o always remind me of how helpless
and reliant | have been on owr 5avior Jesus Christ! He is my

strong tower . Amen ... L.R.

Mow that | go home, my wife is so excited and | have a strong
family there to support me. Thank vou Jesus!d My dad beat
stomach cancer, bone cancer and now fighting liver cancer
and cheme is kicking his butt, Please ask the church to pray

for him ... by His stripes he's healed. | pray for his quality of
life and for God to heal him and keep him safe ... B.E.

Wraise Reports
I want tolet you guys know that God has been very loving,

forgiving and gracious to me. | can't thank Him snough for

His people and most of all for Him Himself. Life is a precious

blessing and to live day to day and being able to rejoice in
His name is the best thing ever. Praise God .. K.H.

| am due to be released in October 2016, and my hope is ta
learm more frem my Liberator. Because even though P in
this place as a prisoner | am liberated from the chains that
had me bound. | am now free because Christ lives in me. |
am a new creation . M.A.

To Shersemers for (Sfrist, just wanted to say” Thank You," for
both of the cards you all sent me that's right, it really put a
smile on my face and also lifted my spirit toal May God bless
you all and keep blessing your ministry; Praise the Lord, our
God and Savier!! Thank you as well for your kind words too,
especially being in prison, being away from family, wives,
sons and daughters. Especially when they don't write you
when it's vour birthday, it really gets to you. But | never gave
up and | wont either until | see God in person in the
kingdom of heaven on His time not our time! | tell all the
brothers here too; I'm not daing my time or the prison
guards'time! I'm doing the Living God's time! Praise the Lord
Jesus Christ our Savior; may God, our Savior Lord Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit keep Blessing vou all and our
brothers and sisters at the Shwromers for (3 frist; Praise the
Lord God Almighty. Thank you from the bottom of my heart,
I really needed that spiritual Lift up, especially after my aunt
passing away. Thank you for all your prayers, love and
support, With much respect, from your brother in our Lord
Jesus Chirist. God bless you ... D.G.

I got released on a program which put me out 90 days early.
| had to go to class for 12 classes. The program is Sage - it
was good, | enjoved it. | went to all my classas and didn't
miss any, and now 1 go to TASC when my celor comes up.

These are things | never dreamed of ever doing, but such is
lifie, My husband and kids are glad I'm home Wow! Lots of

changes, but | am living it like it never happened, and | thank

God every day for making me the strong person that | have

become, I've always been strong, but | have become
stranger, with God everything is passible. They sure missed
my coaking ... They tell me, “Mom, we sure are glad you are
home, not just because of your caoking, but we raally
missed yvou” They have changed of course. Having 3 teenag-
ers is quite a challenge. | want to keep in touch with you and
| want to receive the newsletter | used to getin prison. |
really enjoved reading your material and | believe in our
Lard and I'll keep my faith, hope and joy ahways ... J.K.
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Srom the “Snside

Right Where | Was
By G.B.B.

First | want thank you for your card and your words. All of you at the Shwereomers fr (S fvist mean so much to me, for reals.
From the time when my wife and three daughters were killed by a drunk driver, over these last eight years, my faith has
honestly grown. | remember the night | found out about them being killed. | was locked up and | rememiber wanting to give
up on life. But God came to me right in my cell. | remamber God letting me hear my family tell me that everything was
going to be okay. And you know what? Everything has been as they sald! Sure there have been some tough times hera
on the inside but I've pushad on. Besides you all at the GY\S 45 there is one other newsletter that writes me and to be
honest with you, | have never baen so blassed as winan | found you all's newsletter. | usad to be a very hard man. Mot 1o
my family but to others. | never let anyvone talk down o my wife and kids and | never talked down o them either.

Here are a few places that I've been studying over the past few days. | hope all of the Overcomers will enjoy them and get
revelation ke | have. In 2 Timothy 1:7 the Word tells us, "For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but
of power, love and self-discipline.” Now look closely at 1 Samuel 16:14 where it says, "But the Spirit of the Lord
departed from Sawl, and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him." What | saw here was that the spirit that left Saul
was probably not the Holy Spinit but instead the roval ancinting of God. Why? Well because the indwelling Holy Spirit
sacures and empowers all believers and that is not what was going on here in this Scripture. Next, even though God does
have dominion and authority over demons that is MOT the God we senve. Instead it could have begn a spint of depression
that came over Saul, Listen to what Jesus had o say about whether God would be invalved in such a thing, in Luke
11:14-28, but in particular Verses 24-26. [ IEm &) Gz = Sl @S G e s (D, 00 @ess fiEmh e mEEEs
SrElTaE) (RS Srnd GRS e e (T ViEm 5 AR5 il eat o e telth el s el e e Wi andia ceiea s G T d s it beha el
e pidEle S nta e a i inlond e e ealifna e slanditakastsavsnlo ther's pintsimerele e ke dithanlies e it analtheydo ol
S Thors s, S Abs (el eEmalitten af e farsas I8 ovaess s qis (=0 Now honestly you can see Goed had
nothing to do with orchestrating this condition,

Il close with Hebrews 13:20-27, "Now may the God of peace, Who through the blood of the efernal covenant
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good
for doing His will, and may He work in us what is pleasing fo Him, through Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory
forever and ever. Amen.”

Don't Stop Praying
By J.H.

I believe I'm on the right path now, but | need o start spreading His Word more and reach out to share what | have. The
majarity of the people | mix with either on the basketball court or in passing are gangbangers, active gangbangers. Most
of them are good people and some are even my friends. In fact I'm an ex-gangbanger. Most of them are strong willed and
are "self’ dependant or survival type people, and Jesus is opposite of that. Sometimes | tell them that Jesus loves them,
Other imes | tell myself, “IIl just let them see my joy, my altandance at church and my positive attitude. Hopefully my
words and my patience will be my testimony.” And nine times out of ten | leave it at that. But | know | need o do more.

I've been saved since 2004 but honestly this is the first time | have ever studied the Word, There is a huge, HUGE differ-
ence between sitting and listening to a pastor preach and actually sitting down and searching the Scriptures. | feel I'm still
a baby in Christ and | do thank God for the medivation He gives me to seek Him. It used to seem like a hassle or a burden.
I know that | don't have too, and today it's great because | TRULY WANT TOO and | thank God every day for this new
desire 1o know Him!

I eard & pastor the other day say, "If your left hand hurts, thank God that your right hand doesn't!” That's important, we
must remember to thank God for the blessings that we have bacause not only is it right, but when we receive more bless-
ings it will be like 'icing on the cake'. My material blessings are few and far between in here due o the lack of things | can
have and | know it's hard on everyone in hera, 5o stay strong.

1 also heard from a friend | grew up playing baseball with, and | got goose bumps! Jesus Christ is réal!! | no longer base
my beliefs on what | get, but instead on what Jesus has already done! This is a major lzaming experience | just recenthy
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got. | used to think, *Well, if | don't have this or that, | must be doing something wrong.” But | mow know that true joy
comes from what He has ALREADY done, we have aternity.

Words of Encouragement
By R.E.

I pray that you have continued 1o do well in the [ast half of your treatmants, because thay are just that ‘treatments’. It is
through the grace of God that we are healed. Our Lord and Savior said it and I'm in agreement with His Word. It's His
Word that we place our faith in. 1l continue o pray for you and your family, which to me are the (ercomrs for Liﬁrl—:-t.
Always know that you are NEVER alone because God has placed a division of His Army beside you, "Shreomers for Sfiriat”.

And with that I'd like 1o leave everyone with a few words of encouragement, I'm a recipient of God's grace and when one
fully understands the importance of that, they'll forever be a changed person.

"Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet, only through experience of trial and suffering can the soul be strength-
ened, vision cleared, ambition inspired and success achieved. Although the world is full of suffering, it is also full of over-
caming of it."... Helen Keller

"The tragedy of life does not lie in not reaching your goal; the tragedy lies in not having a goal to reach.”... Benjamin Mays
"I am not a special person; | am a regular person who does special things.”... E.E. Cummins

"It is impossible o know essential Truth and not be responsible to share it If you know the Gospel well enough to be a
Christian, you know it wall anough to shara it. The man that makes no mistakes doas nol usually make anything.”...
Edward Phelps

"We grow, not in spite of our dificullies, but because of them.”... Michael Beckwith

"Man can live forty days without food, about three days without water, about eight minutes without air, but only one
second withoul ope.® ... Hal Lindsey

"It's only the fear of God that can deliver us from the fear of men.”... John Witherspoon

"I have leamed silence from the talkative, tolerance from the intolerant and kindness from the unison, yel strange, | am
ungrateful 1o thesea teachers.”... Kohl Gibran

"Troubles ara designad not to run you away from God, but to drive you straight into His arms. All | have seen teaches ma
to trust the Creator for all | have not seen.”... R.W. Emerson

Jeremiah 15:18 states, "If you repent, | will restore you that you may serve Me, if you utter worthy, not worthless,
words, you will be My spokesman ...”

Every reésistance 1o your vision comes o make you wiser, nol weaker. Every opposition comes 1o strengthen you, not stop
VO

In Matthew 10:34 Jesus spoke, 5o fed TaiElt ien [ esme i Sring Feees & 1D GErRio. el EE @En: 0 EriE)
[eaEE. Lo & ForEr” The sword of which Jasus spoke is the sharpest of all implements of conflict, "TRUTH" And those
who hold it will find themselves hunted by evil,

"our life doas not get better by chance; instaad it gets better by changa.”... Jim Eohm

Mo matter how far down a wrong road you have traveled, there's no shame in turming back, Specific pain enables us to
comfort others specifically.

"A proud man is always looking down on things and people, and of course as long as you are looking down, you cannot
see something above you.” ... C.5. Lewis

Proverts 16:9 lells us, "in his heart a man plans his course, bt the Lord defermines his steps.”

I ¢on't trust a man who hasn't suffered, as diamonds are made by pressure, and pearls formed by irritation, so greatness
is forged by adversity and sound advice comes from velerans of pain.
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Toots Idible Studn Iotes

2 Kings 10:32-12:21

Joash didn't go far enough in removing sin from the nation, but he did much that was good and right. When we aren't sure
il we've gone far enough in comecting our actons, we can ask:

1) Does the Bible expressly prohibit this action? A
2) Does this action take me away from loving, mrshlpu‘lg,
3) Does it make me a slave? -
4} Is it bringing out tha best in ma, istent with

£) Does it benefit other believers? (12: i

Acts 18:1-22

Sometimes we can foeal alone or isolated esp
Lisually, however, there are others in the
to them.

 see wickedness all around us or are persecuted for our faith.
ity who are also following Christ. Ask God o lead you

Psalm 145:1-21 _ _

Sometimes our burdens seem more than we can bear, inder ho BC 1 go on. David stands at this bleak inter-
saction of life's road and medilates on the Lond, the an E ' al 3 1o lift us up because:

1) His greatness is beyond discovery.

2) He does mighty acts for each generatio
3) He is full of glorious splendor and majasty.
4} He does awe-inspiring deeds.

§) He is righteous.

&) He is kind, merciful, patient, loving, and compassionate.
7) He rules an everlasting Kingdom,

8) He is our source of all our daily needs.

9) He is righteous and kind in all His dealings.

10) He remains close to thosa who call on Him.

11} He hears our cries and rescues us.

If you are bending under a burden and feel that you are about --;__E' !
your burden. (145:14) ]

Proverbs 18:1
This Proverh condamins arryrparsmnmismat&mmsmr £ GO [y for selfish reasons. Such a recluse is so
intolerant of anyone who disagrees with him that he finds fault wil wise judgment. (78:1)

= “Foot” Notes

Hello everyone! Blessings o you all t

Mow don't ask me how these following though
'Hot Bike® magazine chacking out this custam
'baggage’ came to mind. Now, these custom "b: purp

look pretty hot while n'iantanngﬂ'beamlrlytuhnulumﬂmkm : """" they may be headed.

Mow wia humans wera NOT dasigned to haul all that baggage or junk. Yet here many of us are weighed down with so
much junk that we can't seem to move even one step forward without all our baggage making itself known. So here’s the
deal, we weren't purposely built to haul a I:umh of junk around! We're not suppose to let what was, or is, hold us back
from what, who or where we COULD BE! Cue 111-_ i‘g is that we've been given an out, free of charge.
When we accept Jesus into our lives that along i US 2 ) un-clutter our lives with junk (baggage). Let God deal
with that stuff?! Trust in God and His promises that through' o W faith in Him, “All things are possible!l™ Don't waste your lime
putting energy into people or things that drag us fou . For when we fixate on that stuff "they" are given more attention
than “they" are due. Instead, we could be using that same energy and making our siluation better by trusting in God and

cutting loose ALL that useless baggage.

Back in the day, | used to ride from siate to state with nothing more than a few dollars 3% and a screwdriver. No baggage
raquired! Hal HA! Love to vou all short and tall ... Vaya Con Dios
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Testimony from the Outside ... A Mothers Heart and Perspective continued from page 4
Fast forward 3 years ... Like | mentionad earlier we have a couple of vears lefi before we will be blessed with freedom. It
never gels easier or pleasant, just acceplable, Because of the gratefulness we both feel 1o have our relationship restored,
time is flying by. You can believe what Psalm 4:1 says, "Thou hast enlarged me when I was in disiress.”

We both embrace the knowledge that worry helps nothing. To worry about the future is like leoking into God's face and
telling Him that you do not trust Him. By all means, we trust God's perfect timing and we praise the perfect love He freely
gives to His children. In Isaiah 64:4 we read, "Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no aye
has seen any God besides You, who acts on behalf of those who wait for Him." Lat me assure avaryong who is
reading this, God WILL send you blessings and help, and He WILL reveal truth that vou would otherwize never have come
your way, Many others will recaive great insights and blessings because you were "locked up” to learm the way of faith,

THE MAGIC BANK ACCOUNT
Contributed by Courtney Dobbins

The author is not known. It was found in the billfold of Coach Paul "Bear” Bryant (College football player and long-time
head coach at the University of Alabama football team) after he died in 1953,

Imagine that you had won the following "PRIZE® in a conlest. Each mormning your bank would deposit 386 400 im your
private account for your use, However, this prize has rules, the sel of rules:

1. Evearyihing that you didn't spend during each day would be taken away from you,
2.%ou may not simply transfer money into some olher account.
3.¥ou may only spend it

Each moming upon awakening, the bank opens your account with another 86,400 for that day. The bank can end the
game without warning; at any time it can say, “Game COver!” It can dose the account and you will not receive a new one,

What would you personally do? You would buy anything and everything you wanted, right? Not anly for yourself, but for all
the people you love and care for. Even for people vou don't know, because you couldn't possibly spend il all on yourself,
rght? You would try to spend every penny, and use it all, because you knew it would be replenished in the morning, right?

Actually, This GAME is REAL ... Shocked??? .. YES!
Each of us is already a winner of this "PRIZE". We just cant seem (o see it.
The PRIZE is *TIME®!!

1.Each momning we awaken to receive 86 400 seconds as a gift of life.

2. ¥When we go to sleep at night, any remaining time is not crediled to us.
3. What we haven't used up that day is forever kost.
4. Yeslerday is forever gone.

Each moming the acocount is refilled, but the bank can dissolve your account at any time WITHOUT WARNING ... 50,
what will YOU do with your 86,400 seconds? Thosa seconds are worth 5o much more than the same amount in dollars,
Think about it and remember 1o enjoy every second of your life, because time races by s0 much quicker than you think.

So take care of vourself, be happy, love deeply and enjoy lifel Here's wishing you a wonderful and beautiful day. Start
spending ... Don't complain about growing old ... some people don't get the privilage!

Quote Worthy

"Patience and perseverance have a magical effect before which difficulties disappear and obstacles
wvanish."
- John Quincy Adams (July 11, 1767 - February 3, 1848) - an American statesman who served as
the sixth President of the United States from 1825 to 1829, He also served as a diplomat; a Senator
and member of the House of Representatives.
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SHAP

First | want to thank all of you at the ()33 for continuing to send me your newsletters every month. | know that you all
pul forth a great deal of effort in order 1o make that happen.

I was reading the June and July issues of the newsletter where | came across the testimony about your accident. After
reading it | felt the urge to share my own tastimony with all of you. My testimony also came in the form of a motoreycle
accident. So here it goes.

Somewhere in mid-Movember of 2010, | had a 1878 Yamaha 1100 Super Deluxe. | loved that bike. Since there is not a
mandatory helmet law in Arizona and only eve protection, | always chose to wear the safety glasses that | also used at my
day job as a sheet metal fabricator. | didn't even own a helmet. One night after work a friend of mine asked me if | would
be willing to help him pull the engine out of a8 Ford Taurus over the weekend. | said, "Sure, | love to tum wrenches!"

I was ready and waiting &t his houss the moming the engine removal was to take place. | left my motorcyde at his housea
on 1510 Ave, and Peona, and rode with him o his dad’s house at 43rd Ave, and Thomas where the Taurus was, On the
way there we came across a church that was having a yard sale of donated items. As we approached the church | seen a
motorcycla helmet sitting on the ground and yelled for my friend to, "PULL OVER!" So he did.

Honestly, | didn't really want the helmet to wear but only to have just to say, "ves | do have a helmet.” As | walked over to
pick it up | was looking around until | spotted a volunteer helping with the sale. | seen a young lady and asked her, "How
much is this helmeat? She replied, "Five dollars." So | quickly said, "Il take it!" Then my friand and | continuad on our
joumey to remove that engine.

Cnce we amived where the car was we got right to work. In justa short amount of ime my friend started hooking up the
chains for the cherry picker as | got undernaath to remove the bolts from the motor mounts. Once the engine was loose
we started to remove it from the engine compartment and immediately nofliced there were some brake lines going to the
master cylindar that were in the way and neaded 1o ba removed. So | did just that.

My friend’s 5 year old son-loved to play with glasses of any type and occasionally he broke them. Since | only had one
pair with me | decided I'd better keep them, ondop of my head. Once the brake lines were detached | crawled under the
car again with a crowbat o help guide the motor aut while my friend continued to raise it with the cherry picker. It was
during this process that | heard a "SNAP on top of my head. At first | thought it was dirt clods or something of that nature
falling that was until | moved a little mara and discoverad one of my safety glass lenses laying on my chest, After a quick
examination I'realized the 'SMAP' | heard was the frame of my glasses. Evidently what happened was a drop of brake
fluid had fallen directly on the frame causing a chemical reaction and weakening them until they 'snapped’.

After we had finished the job thera that day we went back lo my friend's house where | left my bike. | had a gidfriend that
lived right there in the area and we had already made plans o hang oul Ihat evening. Since the only pair of glasses | had
with me had gotten broken, which was my eye protection, earlier inthe day ... the only choice | had was 10 wear the
helmet with a face shield that | had golten earlier that day. | said my goodbyes and fired up my bike and headed west-
bound on Peonia Ave. lowards 35th Ave. | had no idea what was soon o come.

As | approached 19th Ave., the light was green 5o | proceeded towards the intersection. There was a truck facing east in
the turn lane, and before | knew it he turned left right in front of ma. | had NO time at all to avoid the truck and smashed
right into/the center of his axle at about 45 mph. His truck spun out three times until it finally hit a light pole in front of the
Churches chicken place. | flew off the bike and was airbome for close to 100 feet. | hit the ground so hard that the helmet
popped off. But before it did it took the initial impact and saved my life.

I was rushed from the accident to John C. Lincoln Hospital where they soon diagnosed that | had broken my pelvis on
both sides. | was placed in ICU, After two days Access insurance refused o0 cover any more expense at which point | was
basically kicked out of the hospital. After | left the hospital | did do physical therapy for quiteé some time. Although it has
now bean close to § years sinca that accident | am still trying to get surgery for some intarnal injuries from that crash,
Other than that, | am pretty much healthy by all other accounts.

It took me quite some time of reflecting on the matter to realize that had anything different happened that day, | would
have most likely been wearing safely glasses that evening and most likely would NOT have survived that crash. | believe
that the Lord was there that day and had the helmet put there at the church yard sale where | could see it for my protec-
tion. | later did some research on the HJIC (brand of helmet | had bought), which by the way was brand new, and found
that that particular helmet was priced at around $400. So you tell me, does the Lord work in mysterious ways or what?
AMEN! - D.W.
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What Others Are Saging...

*I recently received your birthday wishes and I'd like to thank you for the thought and concemn thal came with it | know
that none of us are kids anymorg and birthdays don™t have the same impact as they used to, that being said, its siill nice
1o have someona notice. Thank you. | wish you all the best and as I'm pretty short to the gate, | look forward to shaking

the hands of the folks who've extended their hands to me.” - D.5.

“A fellow inmate here in prison has given me one of your newspapers. | found it really inspirational, | really liked the
poems.” - A.L.

"First off I'd like to say, whal you guys do is a blessing and truly amazing. | sit here in my cell and once a moenth, your
newsletter comes sliding under my doar, Some days are belter than others, but surely the day | hear from you automati-
cally turns better. Your newsletier helps me to learn new things to read in the Bible and opens up my mind to the different
meanings in the Bible. | thank you for that help (o understand what I'm reading. Its also one of the best reminders to stop

and take the time o spend some time with God. And | really do appreciate that. This month was my birthday and | was
blessed with a little something extra from you guys. The Happy Birthday wishes from Wade, Anthony, Michelle and Julie
wera very, very, very nice and brought a smile to my face and made me feel great. So, I'd like to say thank you to all of
vou for brightening, not only my day but also my spinits. [t was a real blessing and extremely nice of you all 1o take the
time to say Happy Bithday. God bless all of youl Whila I'm here writing vou, I'd like o let vou krow that the newsletter you
sand me makes its way around the pod here, starting with-my celly and then passad to other believers, so they can be in
on all the wonderful things in it. So itsweaching out furher than just me. My celly asked if I'd give you guys his info so if
we happen o get split up, he would still be able to hear the things you guys cover in the newsletter.” - B.B.

“| haven't written in a while ... Things have been crazy, but the one thing that hasn't changed is the constant thoughts that
everything will get better if | opened up the Book. Jo, I'm writing to thank youfor continuing o send me your newsletter, it
reminded me again 1o go back o the basics.” - AP

"1 attend a Biblestudy fve days a week called P.A.S.5. which means Practical Application ScriptureStudy. It's led by
inmates right in the middle of the yard. What a blessing it is to be a part of that and God’s Kingdom. twas there that |
came across your newslattars. Will you pleasa put me on your mailing list? | love your positive teachings, testimonias,

praise reports and prayer requests. My favorite scriptures are ... Romans 8:2 - "And because you belong to him, the
power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death.” ... Philippians 4:13 - "For |
can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.” ... Jeremiah 29:11 - “'For | know the plans | have for
you,"says the Lord. 'They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.™ - D. 5.

"To my Ghristian family, just so you all at 33«3 know, my faith in Christ has been strong, and my walk in the light grows
daily. | thank every one of you at 3343 for your love and for your prayers for us on the inside; also | want to thank you for
that amazing magazine vou send me every month. [bhelps medo get a better understanding of 50 many things, and the
poems and other healthy things | send o my loved ones, so thanks for evensthing yvou send (o me, it helps me o grow in
Christ. | have been praying for all at {'_\,"Jiiu; and 1 want you all 1o know that Jesus Christ loves you and so do 1. Just these
little words from God's truth and to know there are people who care and can help one through this time of hurt and confu-
sion is encouraging. So, thank yvou in Jesus name.” - B.M.

"Dear Duck, Michelle, Raymend, Julie and all the rest of my brothers and sisters, all the pretty ladies and handsome men.
Its great to see, the blender is on the counter and the bikes behind the couch, This family you have is vary special ... |
wish to meet them all when | get out. | wish to come over and bring chocolate milk shakes for everyone. | love all the
letters and pictures you send. | love my birthday card, thank you very much. Please don’t change anything you do, stay on
thie sunmy side of life. | wish for the Lord to grant my prayvers like He has yours, very blessed and bright. Your words you
send always touch my heart; the looks, the smiles and the love | 582 at your home | want for me.” - B.A.

Ministry Tithes & Offerings ... 2 Ways to Give
There are two ways to give to the Ghromers for (Sliris ministry:

By check or money order - Make checks payable to Living Word Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ’ Mall your check or money ordar to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080
=\aF=
OMLIME at hitpyAivingwordonline.com - click in the "Give® lcon - If vou are a new online giver, then click on "Create Account™ and
then follow the account set-up. if you are existing online giver, then select "Give Mow” Once you are logged into the website, then
click on "Give Now’, and under the "Give To® drop-down select "05 Dutreach’, then from the drop-down to the right select "Owver-
comers for Christ | Prison Ministry™

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes. If you have any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.
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My Armor.
By G.B.B.

Your lave is my shield, Your will is my sword.|
Your Spirit, my courage, my armer, Your Word,
I run to the foe, and enter the fight,

Mot doubting the win, nor Youwr awesome might,
| battle with satan, each day that [ live,
Meeading all the power Your mercy can give.
Cne day | will rest away from-all hamn,

At home in heaven in Your peaceful arms.

. AT ﬂwing I:\‘y wllld
jlnsplfecl by the poem ‘A Promise.is a Promise’)
| . ByKP
| gmmywﬁrd' 1o quit :Im crime and tr::-d-e:an up rmr act,
| started by ﬂusring dawn my dope sack,
Then bowed down and asked for forgiveness,
Ta help ma-'l:harrga amnd permanently get l:ut of that business.

Although it didn't seem to change overmight.
Evidently it did, cuz now Im living-right.
S0 many roads | chose back then werarough! |
That nasty.devil had ma thinkin® | was the ona that was 50 tough,

But now it's.50 clear that God intervenad,
Without our heavenly Father I'd naver gotten clean.
You see, our Lord and Savier knows when enough is enough,
He's that powerful, and \Hﬂ'lﬂl.IerGU'd we'd still be doing that stuff!

Lord Ydur i:rgwnas’; and LOVE:| 50 chérish,
Without ¥ou in my life | would have surely perished:
S0, I'm giving You my word - less angels will haveto Imk u'-rarma
To free them wp so they can Emraulhersllkelwmeusaeﬂtﬂ be,

'*.

A

Help us be betler stewards by sending your change of address when you move to help reduce unnecessary wasle and expense

EDITORIAL Wade “Duck® Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Bible Church
hercemers for (3 frist @ Ministry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwhw ivingwordonline.org jasenlvingwordgmail.com
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