Volunteers needed for our annual Thanksgiving Meal Delivery. The Outreach Team
will be preparing meals at 7:00AM, packaging at 8:30AM, and delivering at 9:30AM on
Thursday, November 22. We will need approximately an hour of your time for each
part of meal preparation. Contact Junior
Goforth at 336-667-0101 or Lisa Casey at
336-838-5766.

Thank you for your gift to the Toy Store
at H.O.P.E. Ministries. Your supports
helps us to buy toys throughout the year
for the Toy Store. Many children will
experience Christ’s love at Christmas
because of your gift. We appreciate you.
Please pray for the Toy Store!
Thank you,
Wilkes Ministry of H.O.P.E.

Fay Kennedy, 2018 Laity Service Award Recipient! We appreciate your wonderful work
in the community and your service to our
church. We pray God will bless you as you
continue serving the Lord.

Shall We Gather At The River [Pub. 1864]
Words/Music by Rev. Robert Lowry D.D. (1826-1899)
Growing up in Philadelphia, R. Lowery was all about music and today his hymn
'Shall We Gather' is published in 660 hymnals. Lowry was a Baptist preacher
with the brilliant ability to deliver a sermon along with the rare gift of administration and personality. Lowry wrote this hymn after meditating on a picture of heaven in Revelation 22:1-2a, "Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the
city.”
In 1864 an epidemic was sweeping through the city, all around folks were dying in large numbers.
This is when Lowry says he seated himself at the organ, ‘simply to give vent to the pent up emotions
of the heart, the words and music of the hymn began to flow out, as if by inspiration:—
“‘Shall we gather at the river, … Where bright angel feet have trod?’"
While Dr. Lowry has said, "I would rather preach the gospel than write a hymn," his works continue
to comfort countless souls equipping them to express their deepest feelings of thanks to God for all
His goodness. For many Christians ‘Shall We Gather’ is like 'comfort food'. You can’t help feeling
warm all over with a contented smile on your face as you take in the reassuring thoughts of an eternal resting place with your family and friends gathered around a cool, flowing river with Jesus. "What
Lowry had thought in his inmost soul has become a part of the emotions of the whole Christian
world." Robert Lowry is truly worthy of a place among the world's greatest gospel song
and hymn writers of all time.
Yours in Blessed Song Kk

Keepers Events
November
The Keepers will meet at Village Inn Pizza on Tuesday,
November 13 at 1:00 PM. Come and bring a friend.
December
The Keepers will travel to Charlotte on Monday, December 3 to the Christmas Celebration
at the Billy Graham Library. The church van will depart the back parking lot at 2:30 PM returning to church later in the evening. There will be walking, some of it outside; plan and dress appropriately -- it could be cold. A Dairy Bar for snacks is
located at the Library; however, we will be stopping for supper on the return
trip. A sign-up sheet is located on the table behind the sanctuary. To reserve
your seat in the van, sign up by Sunday, November 25. Questions or more
information call Freda DeGruchy 336-667-6500.

Preschool News
The families and staff of FUMC Preschool extend a heartfelt “Thank You” to everyone who supported our fundraising efforts. Whether you purchased RADA cutlery
or attended the Breakfast for Dinner Fundraiser sponsored by the UMM, your
generosity is greatly appreciated.

Upcoming Events
Tuesday, November 20 at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary
Arts Spiritoso Event

October Card
Ministry

Wednesday, November 21 (time TBA) in the Kitchen/
Faith Center
Meet to prepare for Thanksgiving meals
Thursday, November 22 at 8:00 AM in the Kitchen/Faith
Center
Meet to prepare and deliver Thanksgiving meals
Sunday, November 25 at 9:00 AM in the Faith
Center
UMM Breakfast
Monday, December 3 at 2:30PM at the Vans
Keeper’s Trip to Billy Graham Library

A Word from Our Associate Pastor
Greetings,
When I retired two years ago from active ministry, I looked forward to having no schedule other than doing what I wanted to do when I wanted to do it, and it’s
been great. However, I did miss many aspects of my life in
ministry, so when Pastor Tim contacted me about a possible part-time position at First, I felt the working of the Holy
Spirit.
I am delighted to come on board to assist Tim in
pastoral/congregational care. I will primarily work on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. I look forward to getting to know
everyone and if I can be of assistance to you, please let me
know.
Grace and peace,
Sylvia Wilhelm
Assoc. Pastor of Congregational Care

Project AGAPE Shoe Boxes
We will be sending Christmas shoe boxes to kids in need in
Armenia through Project AGAPE! Please see the insert for
specific instructions on how to put together and send the
shoe boxes. Thank you!

Saturday, Nov. 3 . . . 10:30 AM—8 PM Wake Forest Football Game– Lunch provided but bring money for snacks and
dinner
Sunday, Nov. 4 . . . NO UMYF MEETING
Sunday, Nov. 11 . . . NO UMYF MEETING
Sunday, Nov. 18 . . . 5—7 PM Youth Meeting (Youth Arena)
Sunday, Nov. 22 . . .9—10 AM Thanksgiving Deliveries to
Residents of Wilkes Towers
Sunday, Nov. 25 . . . 5—7 PM Youth Meeting (Youth Arena)
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Arts Spiritoso Event
The Worship and the Arts Committee of the First United Methodist Church of North Wilkesboro is pleased to announce
the next program in the Arts
Spiritoso series. The performance on Tuesday, November
20, 2018 at 7:00 PM will feature Nicholas Kitchen, violin, and
Yeesun Kim, cello. Husband and wife, Nicholas and Yeesun
are members of the Borromeo String Quartet, the quartet in
residence at the New England Conservatory of Music.
Hailed by the New York Times for her "focused intensity"
and "remarkable" performances, cellist Yeesun Kim enjoys
worldwide acclaim as a soloist, chamber musician and
teacher. A founding member of the Borromeo String Quartet, Ms. Kim has performed in over 20 countries and in many
of the world's most illustrious concert halls and festivals.
Nicholas Kitchen, whose musicianship has been hailed by
the New York Times as "thrilling, vibrant and captivating," is
one of the most active and innovative performers in the
music world today. He is a solo violinist, chamber musician,
teacher, video artist, technology innovator and arts administrator. Mr. Kitchen has performed for many years on the A.
J. Fletcher Stradivarius, a violin purchased for long term loan
to him by the A. J. Fletcher Foundation in Raleigh, North
Carolina and has currently been entrusted with a famous
Guarneri instrument from the Library of Congress that once
belonged to Szymon Goldberg. This will be the instrument
used in the upcoming concert.
This program is free to the public. A free-will offering will be
taken at intermission with the proceeds going to benefit the
Wildcat Group Home in Deep Gap where Nicholas’ sister,
Julie resides. A reception for the artists following the program will be held in the church atrium.
Attendance and Offering
September 30

October
7

October
14

October
21

Sunday
School

41

66

82

53

Worship

183

178

143

138

(10:55 only)

Offering

$14,886

$7,3896

$5,531

$7,352

First United Methodist Church

Open Hearts

First United Methodist Church

P O Box 1145
N. Wilkesboro NC 28659

Open Minds

P O Box 1145
401 Sixth Street
N. Wilkesboro NC 28659
Office: 336-838-2691
Website: www.firstnw.org

The Grapevine

Open Doors

The Faux Fowl

LIKE US ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!
“First Methodist North Wilkesboro”

2018
Services & Events
for November

Birthdays
02

Jack Goff, Jr.

03

Jerry Eldridge, Kathy Kolbow,
Frank Pait III

04

Sandie Cline, Lauren Jolly, Kathy Myers

05

Emilia Krenz, Emma Claire Mayberry,
Sandra Smith

06

Trey Mayberry, Dot Peterman

07

Steve Forrest

08

Sandra Hunter, Marcia Little,
Charles Reece

09

Billy Porter

12

Anne Clifton

13

Julie Kitchen

14

Kyrie Krenz

16

Maisie Baldwin, Teresa Minton

18

Peter Brame, Leah Eller, Mary Vann
Johnston, Louisa Smith, Heather Warren

19

Amanda Johnston, Traci Lytle

21

Jackson Smith

22

David Deal Jr., Jean Eller

24

Rufus Colvard, Jeanie Lampo,
Susan Rhodes

26

Doug Buchanan, Ben Forester

27

Jim Archibald, Carol McDowell,
Phil Southern

30

Melissa Dingee

Office: 336-838-2691
Website: www.firstnw.org

07

Anniversaries
Tim & Ellen Wilson

17

Tom & Geraldine Smith

20

Heath & Heather Johnson

23

Andy & Susan Rhodes

26

Joe & Debbie Johnston

UMW CIRCLES—Nov. 6

11:00 AM … Johnston-Hix-Smoot
1:00 PM … Franklin-Gardner
6:00 PM … New Light Fellowship

FINANCE COMMITTEE
November 11 at 6:30 PM

CHURCH COUNCIL
November 13 at 6:30 PM
WORSHIP COMMITTEE
November 19 at 5:15 PM

UMM Churchwide
Breakfast

UMW EXEC COMMITTEE
November 27 at 4:30 PM
STAFF PARISH
TBD

NOTE:

Sunday, November 25

Note: If you are celebrating a birthday or wedding anniversary and your
name is not listed, please notify the church office!

If you wish to receive this publication via EMAIL instead of via US
Postal Service (or prefer to be taken off the mailing list), please email
your request to
sevans@firstnw.org or contact the
church office at (336) -838-2691.

It wasn’t too many years ago that my wife and I decided to spread our wings of adulthood independence. It was probably about time, since we were already past those "thirty-something"
years. But it isn’t as easy as some think it to be, especially during the holiday season. Both sets of
parents still tended to see us as kids “playing house,” which is a bit ironic since we had two teenage girls. But I digress. So, to demonstrate to our family that we had indeed grown to be responsible and capable adults, we declared that that year, we would celebrate Thanksgiving at our
house.

Sunday, November 4
24th Sunday After Pentecost
First Food/Communion
All Saint’s Day
8:45 AM: Early Worship
9:45 AM: Sunday School
10:55 AM: Worship
-----------------------Sunday, November 11
25th Sunday After Pentecost
Veteran’s Day
8:45 AM: Early Worship
9:45 AM: Sunday School
10:55 AM: Worship
-----------------------Sunday, November 18
26th Sunday After Pentecost
8:45 AM: Early Worship
9:45 AM: Sunday School
10:55 AM: Worship
-----------------------Sunday, November 25
27th Sunday After Pentecost
Christ the King Sunday
8:45 AM: Early Worship
9:00 AM: UMM Churchwide
Breakfast
9:45 AM: Sunday School
10:55 AM: Worship
------------------------

My parents told us that we could indeed do so, as long as it wasn’t on Thanksgiving Day, because
we would be at their house on that day. My wife’s mother declined as she explained she did not
have the courage not to be at her mother’s house for Thanksgiving. Alas, my wife’s father and
stepmother graciously accepted our invitation. Our stepmom then asked, “What do you need us
to bring?” to which we replied, “Oh, nothing! We will take care of it all.” With that, a long silence met our ears. I almost thought we had dropped the call, except we weren’t talking with
them on a phone, but in person. That deafening silence was only broken by an uneasy glance
being shared between the parents.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
9AM—5PM: Monday-Thursday
9AM-12PM: Friday

In my haste to prove my culinary maturity, I neglected to peruse the proper fowl thawing chart.
So that Thanksgiving, rather than eating a bird that was to be symbolic of freedom from our
imposed youth, we dispensed of that Salmonella Gobbler and feasted on another staple of American cuisine – hamburgers. Somehow though, mine seemed to have the distinct flavor of crow.

Office Closed Nov. 12, 22 &23

The Saturday after Thanksgiving was the day we set aside to show at least one set of parents
that we were all grown up (and yes, we did go to my parents on Thanksgiving Day). The morning began very early as we got up and put the 20 lb. bird in the oven, set the right time and temperature and then proceeded in preparing all of the side dishes. Oh, what a smorgasbord we laid
out: turkey giblet dressing, yam soufflé, green beans, corn, coleslaw, cranberry sauce (still in the
well-crafted shape of a can), green bean casserole, lemon meringue pie, pumpkin pie, banana
pudding,…ohh, it was just such a beautiful sight.
My in-laws arrived just as we were finishing up putting the food on the table. Their eyes widened
at the feast before them. Now, I can’t be sure, but there has been a bit of speculation that the
trashcan was inspected for any signs of ready-to-eat packing (which there wasn’t). Trying to
hide my enthusiasm and a bit of smugness, I then opened the oven to reveal one of the prettiest
birds that has ever come out of a oven. The crisp brown skin glistened in the warm light of the
kitchen and the pan sizzled as the juices lapped at the sides of the pan. The only sight I beheld
that was more pleasing was the look of possible acceptance into adulthood by our parents.
Ah, here it was, the perfect Thanksgiving dinner and by our hands at that! Norman Rockwell
could have used it to paint his famous painting. As we gathered, my wife and I breathed a sigh of
relief as we gave thanks to God for all of the blessings we had over the year and for God’s grace
and mercy on us. Following the heart-felt amen, I began to slice into the turkey. Making the incision through the skin released a heavenly aroma. The knife continued to carve into the juicy
flesh with ease until…a strange resonance of grating tore me away from my euphoria. With a
slight twisting and tilting of the knife, I was able to peer into the cut section to reveal the succulent morsel of meat that then transitioned into a disturbingly pink section tainted with ice crystals! Oh, the bird was perfectly done about halfway through, but the inside was still as frozen as
the day I bought it.

Since that day, I have learned that the best thought-out plans do not always produce desired
results. So, instead of being thankful for our own ingenuity and doing, I give thanks to our God
who still feeds us even when we mess up the meal.
Godspeed,
Pastor Tim

