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Augustinian 
Augustus Lutheran Church  

An Historic Church for Today’s People 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

I would like to thank everyone who worked so hard to make our worship in Lent, Holy 
Week, and Easter so beautiful and moving. It takes many people joining together to 
provide the meaningful Lutheran worship that we offer at Augustus. You work is appre-
ciated throughout the parish.  

On Easter Sunday, six (6) of our young people received Holy Communion for the first 
time. On the Day of Pentecost, June 9th, six (6) of our young folks will affirm their faith 
in the Rite of Confirmation. Please plan to be with us that day to stand with them and show them your support.  

Thank you to everyone who strove to make the annual Turkey Dinner a success. Under the sponsorship of 
WELCA, the O’Hara family and their many, many helpers always go above and beyond to bring diverse parts 
of the parish together to help raise money to support our fellow Lutherans in Tanzania. Because of support 
from people like us, the Arusha Lutheran Medical Center has been able to reduce the mortality rate in their pe-
diatric ICU by half. The Swanson family that we help support as medical missionaries were instrumental in 
this improvement. Our work here at Augustus has a very practical effect in the lives of people in need.  

The Easter Season continues for a full 50 days of rejoicing. Please join us for worship, learning, and service in 
May. You will be blessed by your time with the Lord.  

The blessing of the living God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain you, keep you from harm, 
and fill you with courage. Amen. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Weleck  

VESTRY MEMBERS Special Area E-mail Address or Phone 

Pastor Weleck   pastor@augustustrappe.org 

John Kochel President John.kochel@thrivent.com 

Richard Allebach Vice President 610-948-3488 

Brian O’Hara Secretary / Outreach & Spiritual Life brian.ohara24@gmail.com 

Janice Reiff Treasurer / Finance janicetreiff@gmail.com 

Robert Rodenberger Trust Fund Treasurer / Finance r.rodenberger7@gmail.com 

Debra Augustine Christian Education/Mutual Ministry anniedwebb@verizon.net 

Frank DePaul Property Fvdp52@gmail.com 

Chris Dogonniuck Christian Education Bulldog7224@comcast.net 

Jeanne Funk Comm. & Tech / Worship & Music jfunk@kpinterface.com  

Sherry Jessee Old Church dsajessee@hotmail.com 

Karl Stefan Cemetery / Mutual Ministry kssurf@verizon.net 

Janet Stokes Parish Life / Stewardship sjastokes@aol.com 
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   May 2019 
 

Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  Many thanks to our Senior Choir and Bell Choir for 

all the extra hours they put in during this season (some sang with the CTM Choir as well), 

to Ben Richvalsky on trumpet, to Jim Lien on timpani, to Ali Backlund on flute, to the 

Bell Choir and Senior Choir for music at Stations of the Cross, to Jen Wentworth for 

hanging banners, to Tyler and Jeannie Funk for equipment and technical help.  Our wor-

ship this Lent and especially Easter Sunday was moving and special. 

A few updates: we welcomed a new choir member for about 10 weeks.  Dottie Luft was able to sing with us 

during Lent and Easter.  She is the mother of Leesa Shunk and Anita Luft, and we were very happy to have 

her.  But, she is now taking a break for awhile.  And speaking of breaks, Judy Bubeck broke a bone, and we 

have missed her the last several weeks.  We wish her well as she continues in rehab 

and look forward to her return, probably next season.  Abby Gravel has also had vocal 

problems over the last months and has not been able to sing with us.  We miss our 

singers and are keeping them in prayer so they can return healthy and soon! 

Save the date!  On Sunday, May 5 at 4 pm, I will give an Organ Demonstration and Concert in our Brick 

Church Sanctuary.  Kids ages 6 and up (and their parents) are invited to come early at 3 pm, to help put to-

gether a miniature working pipe organ!  This is an opportunity not to be missed! The concert will be kid-

friendly, and will feature a piece titled “The Child’s Book of Beasts,” with some guest organists and narrator 

helping us envision various beasts with the colors of the organ.  Afterward, join us in the Fellowship Hall for 

bake sale refreshments!  

As we continue the church’s celebration of Easter, let us rejoice in the promise that as Christ was raised from 

the dead, we too can live a new life! 

  

From the Bench 

First Holy Communion 

May God bless these young people who received their First Holy Communion  
on Easter Sunday, April 21, 2019 

 
Cole Brenner  Connor Elison 
Nathan Kerr  Matthew Meeley 
Addison Smith  Braden Tighe 
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As you do your spring cleaning, please set aside any useable, 
clean clothing for our clothing drive.  Bring the clothing to Augus-
tus and place it by the closet outside Fellowship Hall between 
May 12 and May 28.Thank you. 



Coordinator of Faith Development 
 

As we go to press for this newsletter, we’re looking forward to our egg hunt and flowering of the cross on 
Easter Sunday.  Our sixth graders will also receive their first communion on Easter.  A glorious day! 

Bear Creek Sunday is April 28th and representatives from Bear Creek Camp will be with us to sing camp 
songs and lead us through some fun activities.  Parents are invited to join in the excitement! 

We will finish our Sunday school year with two days of celebration: 

 We will honor our faithful parents on May 12th.  Thank you for bringing your children to Sunday 
school!  Doing so helps you fulfill the promises you made at your children’s baptism “to live with 
them among God’s faithful people, bring them to the word of God . . ., to place in their hands the holy 
scriptures, and nurture them in faith and prayer.”  (ELW 228) 

 On May 19th we will finish the Sunday school year with a celebration for all the children who have 
participated this year.  We cherish our children at Augustus. 

Please join our Facebook group “Augustus Sunday School” so you can keep up to date with all our activities. 

Sunday school is winding down in May but the fun is not yet over for our kids--Vacation Bible School begins 
June 24th!  Registration forms can be found in this newsletter, on the church web-
site, or just email me and I’ll send you one.  We’re looking for lots of adult and 
youth volunteers for Vacation Bible School—the more adults and youth we have, 
the more children we can invite!  It’s always a fun week so please let me know if 
you can help. 

If you have any questions or would like more information about any of our pro-
grams and events, please send me an email at education@augustustrappe.org or 
call/text me at (904) 476-4409. 

Grace & peace, 

Sonya Sowards 
Coordinator of Faith Development 

Moving Day 
Has a friend of yours ever moved away? Sometimes friends move just a few blocks away. Then they can still 
see each other, even though they live farther away. But sometimes friends move to a different city or state. 
When that happens, you can talk to them on the telephone or write them letters, but it’s different. You can’t see 
them and play with them as often. It can be a sad time when friends move, because you will miss your friends, 
and they will miss you. 

Jesus moved away from his friends, the disciples, too. After his resurrection, Jesus visited the disciples many 
times and talked to them about God’s kingdom. But the time came when he had to go away. That’s what we 
remember on Ascension Day—a special Thursday that’s forty days after Easter. But the disciples weren’t sad. 
They were filled with joy, because they knew Jesus wouldn’t leave them 
alone. He promised to send the Holy Spirit to be with them. The Holy Spirit 
would help them carry out Jesus’ work. Jesus also gave them a special gift 
before he left to help his disciples remember him. It was the gift of peace. 

Origami is the Oriental art of folding paper. Make origami birds or peace 
cranes. Find books about origami at the library if you need directions. 
String them together. Hang them at church or at home, as reminders of Je-
sus’ gifts to us of peace through the Holy Spirit. Read Acts 1:1-11, Luke 
24:44-53, and John 14:25-28. 

From Family Newsletters on Disk, copyright 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
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Augustus Book Club  
The May meeting of the  

Augustus Book Club will be held on Monday, 
May 20th at 7:30 pm in the Vestry Lounge.  

We will be discussing: 

A Journey of 1,000 Miles  
by David Ritz and Lang Lang 

New members are always welcome.  
Come to discuss the book and get to know  

some new folks!  
Refreshments are always served.  

Questions?  Contact Karen McClain 

610-489-9625 or office@augustustrappe.org 

Need a  
Prayer? 

The Augustus Prayer chain 
welcomes your calls with 

prayer requests. 

If you need a prayer or 
know someone in need of 
a prayer, please contact  

Carol Oelschlager at  
610-489-3109.  

If no one is available to 
take your call, please leave 
a message and Carol will 

call you back. 
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Let There Be Acolytes! 10 Hidden Benefits for Young People 

Acolytes = Leaders 

Quick! When you think of leadership in the 
church, what roles do you think of? Priests and 
deacons? Church staff? Choir directors? Minis-
try leaders? 

Do you ever think about acolytes? 

You should, because these young people, whose 
often un-noticed presence facilitates almost eve-
ry service, embody true servant leadership. For a 
sense of why acolyting is an important and for-
mational ministry, I interviewed members of the 
acolyte corps at my church. Ranging from 
4th grade to college senior, here are ten conclu-
sions they shared about their ministry. 

10 Hidden Benefits of Acolyting 

1. Acolyting is essential 
Think of services where no acolytes are present. Much of the beauty and the glorious pageantry is missing. 
Processions without torches and crosses, and a Gospel reading without anyone to hold the book? Not as im-
pactful. Furthermore, services without acolytes means clergy have less support when preparing Communion, 
and facilitating worship. 

2. Acolyting allows young people to be active participants in worship  
Everyone I spoke with echoed the same refrain. They felt much more engaged in the worship service by play-
ing an active role rather than sitting in the pews. Even young people who reported that their parents had at first 
“forced” them to acolyte, expressed a newfound connection to worship and an enthusiasm for being at church. 

3. Acolyting is intergenerational 
A young person who acolytes is more likely to feel a connection to adults serving in other worship-related 
ministries: clergy, altar guild members, greeters, ushers, lectors, lay eucharistic ministers, and choir members. 

This is truly important! Young people who connect to generations of adults in the congregation – rather than 
only forming relationships with youth peers – are more likely to feel a deep connection to their church commu-
nity. Faith formation is strengthened by these intergenerational relationships. 

4. Acolyting is relational  
Acolyting helps young people form bonds with their peers, and with older and younger teens at church. Faith 
is meant to be practiced in community, and when a young person finds community for themselves, they are 
more likely to grow in faith. Young acolytes spoke proudly of having older teen friends who they knew 
through acolyting; older teens spoke proudly of acting as role models to the younger teens on their acolyte 
teams. 

5. Acolyting is a family affair 
Many young people recalled that they began to acolyte as a way of emulating older siblings. Families are more 
likely to attend and be connected to a church community when their children serve at the altar. 

6. Acolyting allows kids to play with fire  
Admit it, everybody likes to play help with fire. But more importantly, when we trust young people with sig-
nificant and potentially dangerous tasks, we show them that we see them as capable and competent. Inevitably 
they then live up to our expectations. 

https://www.buildfaith.org/let-there-be-acolytes-10-hidden-benefits/
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7. Acolyting makes a young person the center of attention 
This surprised me. Many young people commented on how they enjoyed the feeling of having all eyes on them 
as they walked down the aisle with the cross. But isn’t it supposed to be about God? Yes. So are we raising a 
generation of egomaniacs? I don’t think so. Everyone’s deepest desire is to be known, accepted, and loved. We 
want to have value in the eyes of others. Consider scripture and the many instances where Jesus paused to truly 
see and engage people who were otherwise invisible in society. 

Often our young people feel unseen and unimportant in our faith communities. Acolyting allows them to be 
seen, to be important, and to make a difference in our communal worship. 

8. Acolyting makes young people nervous 
When asked what they wished other people knew about being an acolyte, many young people said they wished 
others knew how seriously they take their role. They try very hard not to make mistakes, and when they do, it 
weighs heavily on them. Yet in talking about lessons learned as an acolyte, one young person told me the fol-
lowing: “Whatever I do, even if I’m not sure of what I’m doing, as long as I do it with confidence, it will be 
ok.” Or as Julian of Norwich wrote, “All shall be well.” 

9. Acolyting is formational, and teaches liturgy 
In conversations replete with teenage slang, I also heard vocabulary that reflected a deep knowledge of liturgy 
and church tradition. In fact, one of the many reasons  youth enjoyed being acolytes is that they learned more 
about the shape, structure, and flow of liturgy and worship traditions. Young people even mentioned some of 
their favorite services: Maundy Thursday and Good Friday – services often under-attended, especially by young 
people. 

10. Acolyting is leadership  
A component of good church leadership is being able to grow more fully into a ministerial role. The young peo-
ple I spoke with reflected on their evolving acolyte responsibilities, and how moving from torch to Eucharistic 
server was “…a big leap.” One young person explained how managing her acolyte team was an opportunity for 
her to demonstrate maturity and responsibility. Some young people spoke proudly of how acolyting encouraged 
them to seek out other roles in the church – as vergers, altar guild members, lay eucharistic ministers, and as 
members of the church’s worship commission. 

So Let There Be Acolytes! 

Acolyting is an essential ministry, and one that imbues our worship with beauty, solemnity, and pageantry. Aco-
lytes support both clergy and laity, ensuring that the behind-the-scenes tasks and logistics of worship flow 
smoothly. 

Most importantly, our acolytes, whether they are 9 or 19 years old, are leaders in our communities, worthy of 
appreciation and respect. Next time you see a young person who is an acolyte, make sure to compliment them 
and thank them for their ministry! 

 

Lisa Brown is the Director of Digital Ministry with Membership Vision. Building on her work in Children’s 
Ministry and Communications at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh, PA, she helps churches connect to 
people and to God in the digital space. An active member of Forma and Girl Scout leader, Lisa is passionate 
about enriching the spiritual lives of people. Her book “The Best Do-It-Yourself VBS Workbook Ever” was 
published in 2017. 

Photo: Acolyte Festival 2012 Diocese of Southwest Florida via Flickr (CC BY 2.0). 

Let There Be Acolytes! (continued) 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/episcopalflorida/15392761592
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Altar Servers:  Acolyte  Crucifer Torch Bearers 

May 5 Shayna King Griffin Crothers Aaron Crothers and Matt Meeley 

May 12 Casey Demark Cole Brenner Ethan DePaul and Nathan Kerr 

May 19 Kevin Dubeck Thomas Lyaro Carson Leigl and Cole Leigl 

May 26 Elizabeth Wentworth Piper Bouchard Riley Smith and Sam Dogonniuck 

Readers 8:00 am 10:30 am Lector 10:30 am Prayers 

May 5 Jeff Stuffle Jim Lien Piper Bouchard 

May 12 Mike Van Blaricum Alan Shunk James Lorah 

May 19 Nicole Dubeck John Kochel Jennifer Wentworth 

May 26 Earl Catagnus Jeannie Funk Chris Dogonniuck 

Communion Assistants 8:00 am:  Debra Augustine  

May 5 John Kochel and Dave Schweitzer  

May 12 Janice Reiff and Sonya Sowards  

May 19 Jennifer Wentworth and Bob Rodenberger  

May 26 Jeanne Funk and Gary Wessner  

Ushers Contact Dick Allebach  

Offering Tabulation  Debra Augustine, Karl Stefan, and Jeannie Funk 

Altar Guild 8:00 am: Sally Sweeney  10:30 am:  Mike Van Blaricum   Jeanne Funk—Pascal Candle 

May Worship Assistants 

May Birthdays 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
   Janet Lauman  Brittany Cornish  

John Niskala  
Ethelyn Perkins 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Amanda Christy  
Barbara Cornish  
Jonathan Price 

Kevin Millheim Michael Stokes  Alexa King  
Linda Romano 

Pamela Kunasz Ben Dogonniuck  
Nancy Ehret  
Gary Halteman  
Devyn Parker 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
 Dawn Schmitt Emma Raupp Dylan Funk  

Walter Mills 
Daniel Garton  
Garrett Halteman 

William O’Boyle Eilene Althouse  
Sam Gabel  
Faye Jenkins  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Lindsey Allebach  
Jeffrey Althouse  
Tyler Schwirian 

Colby Davis Denise Althouse Peyton Shaffer  
Walter Slauch 

Dennis DeWane III  
Scott Halteman 

Cooper Demark Jaime Nelson  
Mya Schiller  
Riley Smith 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
Dylan Crothers  
Lucy Olsen  
Charlie Richvalsky  
Ryan Sellman 

 Jennifer Kuklentz  
Riley Schmidt 

 Anita Halteman  
Dustin Keim 

James DeNucci  

Wanted: People with Property Management Expertise 

With the closing of Happy Days and subsequent loss of revenue, a facilities rental committee has 
been established to develop a plan for renting space at Augustus on a daily, weekly, monthly or year-
ly basis. If you have experience with rental contracts and/or property management, we need your 
help.  

Please contact John Kochel (John.Kochel@Thrivent.com), Gary Wessner(gtwess@comcast.net), Janet Stokes 
(sjastokes@aol.com) or the church office. 

11 

mailto:John.Kochel@Thrivent.com
mailto:gtwess@comcast.net
mailto:sjastokes@aol.com


12 

Geranium Sunday 
Flowers can now be ordered for Pentecost! 

All members of the Congregation are invited to order Geranium Plants as a memorial to or in honor of Loved 
Ones/Friends to decorate the Church Sanctuary in celebration of Pentecost, June 9, 2019. The Women of ELCA 
will take responsibility for their planting on church grounds. The Geranium project has always been a huge success. 
Please include payment with your order. 

Make Checks payable to: AUGUSTUS FLOWER FUND 

Last day to order is May 26, 2019 

Mail to: Karen Lachenmayer Phone: 610-287-2827   
 412 Dartmoor Road E-Mail: kal412@comcast.net 
 Schwenksville, PA 19473 
  
Name:      

Red Geraniums Only 
Quantity   $5.00 each Total: 

________   _________ ________ 
 
I would like the bulletin acknowledgement to read: 

 ______________________       

 ______________________       

_______________________________________       

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

SYG 
The Senior Youth Group would like to thank everyone who purchased Easter Eggs and Mints this year.  Our 
fund raisers for the 2018/19 year are now complete.  We appreciate the support that you’ve given us this year 
and in years past.  The fund raising and donations received are used for the various SYG activities, helping 
others in need and the annual Mission trip.  We are very fortunate to have the support of our congregation.    

Our April service projects included making 100 Easter baskets for the food pantry, filling Easter eggs for the 
Sunday school, working at the Turkey dinner and helping a member of the congregation. 

May brings an end of year activity chosen by our senior in the group  and we will begin preparing for the this 
year’s Mission trip. 

The Senior Youth Group meets on the 1st Wednesday of each month and the 3rd Sunday of each month.  
Along with our monthly meetings, we also have a monthly activity for the youth.   

Lastly, while we travel to Camden, New York to do mission work each year, we understand that there is work 

to be done in our own community.  If you have a project that you need help with, please do not hesitate to ask 

the SYG to help.  Our rules are simple, if you purchase the materials, we’ll do the work to the best of our abil-

ities.  Contact us at youth@augustustrappe.org or gtwess@comcast.net.  

MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER—GOLF OUTING INFO/REGISITRATION!  

mailto:kal412@comcast.net
mailto:youth@augustustrappe.org
mailto:gtwess@comcast.net
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A Very Special Note Of Thanks: 
  We would like to extend our deepest gratitude for everyone’s support and dedicated hard work for Augustus’ 
Women/ELCA sponsored 15th annual combined Spring Turkey Dinner/Craft and Vendor Fair.  The support of 
the entire congregation is essential, not only for the success of this event, but also for the unity of the congre-
gation as a whole.  To those people who gave of their time and talents to help (especially our chairpeople who 
kept the operations running smoothly and efficiently), to those people who came out to enjoy the dinner/craft 
& vendor fair, to those people who supplied baked goods, to those people who supported the silent auction, 
and to those people who gave monetary gifts, we would like to extend a special heartfelt thank you.  No gift 
went unnoticed and all gifts contributed to the whole cause of supporting our mission work in Tanzania. 

We also would like to extend an unprecedented note of thanks to the local community businesses who have 
supplied us with the resources necessary to make this fundraiser possible.  A special thank you to Imperial’s 
Catering for their continual support and use of their equipment, to Risher Van Horn for supplying the beautiful 
flowers, to Thrivent Financial for seed money, to Brandywine Assisted Living for their delicious baked goods 
and supplying musical talent, to Boy Scout Troop 87 for their help busing tables, to Augustus’ Senior High 
Youth Group for their help waitering and waitressing, to the Collegeville Economic Development Corporation 
for their help in advertising, and to Phoenixville Federal Bank & Trust and to Giant Foods for their generous 
monetary donations.  

We would also like thank the local businesses who contributed items to our silent auction (Arnold’s Family 
Fun Center Oaks, Limerick Bowling, Limerick Diner, Waltz Golf Farm, Captain Chucky’s, Philadelphia Rock 
Gym, Sky Zone Trampoline Park, Arnold’s Family Fun Center, DaVinci’s Pub, Dairy Queen, Texas Road 
House, Kids First Swim School, Tom’s Pet Outlet, Jungle Wonder Family Fun Center, Trappe Tavern, Cop-
perfield Inn at Lakeside, Creative Hair Designs, Goldfish Swim School, My Friend’s Tavern, Eden Day Spa 
and Salon, Landis Supermarket, American Treasures Tour, Colors of Glass, and Dave and Buster’s.  Lastly, 
we would like to thank the Augustus Book Club for their contribution to the Silent Auction    

Please show your appreciation by supporting these local establishments.    

Fun, fellowship, and hard work were shared by all.  The proceeds from this event will benefit mission work in 
Tanzania: our Missionaries Dr. Stephen & Jodi Lynn Swanson, the Irente Children’s Home, and the Sebastian 
Kolowa Memorial University.  Thanks again to all who participated. 

May 2019 
 

As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Ho-
ly Spirit – we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry 
and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, society, and the world. 
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Needed!  Packing Boxes! 
Do you order on-line?  Have you wondered what to do with the boxes?  The Augustus Quilting group needs 
clean, undamaged boxes for quilt storage and shipping.  The boxes can be flattened.  

The boxes should be between 20” X 15” X 12” and 36” X 25” X 18” inches.  Please leave the boxes in Room 
24 in the Parish House.  

Sample sizes (with Amazon box codes):   

34” x22”x 13.5” (Q2) 

25.75” x 20.75” X 16.5” (P5) 

23” x 15” x 12” (PB) 

20.75” x 17.75” x 15.5” (P2) 

22.25 x 18.25 x 12.25 (S5) 

Since Lutheran World Relief wants the boxes to weigh less than 40 pounds, the boxes get too heavy if they are 
bigger.   

Christian Parenting 

You’re the Teacher 
Think of all the things your children have learned from you! Among other 
things, you taught them to talk and eat. They observed what you did and imitated 
your actions. Your children learn faith attitudes and practices from you, as well. These become the foundation 
on which their faith grows throughout their lives. You are your child’s primary teacher. 

Planned times for praying, reading the Bible, and sharing the faith are important. They encourage family 
members to share their beliefs, ask questions, and search for answers. Family projects show the importance of 
putting faith into action. And sometimes, the most important faith lessons are learned when spiritual truths are 
spontaneously connected with daily experiences. Children learn far more by watching you live your faith on a 
day‑to‑day basis than they do any other way. 

From Family Newsletters on Disk, copyright 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
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