A word from our assurance of pardon 


based on 2 Corinthians 5:17 



caught my ear this lent.  

Perhaps it was because I had been in discussions 


about what it means to be a disciple, 


what does change or metanoia look like, 



or it was just the Spirit speaking to my heart.  

No matter the reason, 


the phrase 



“The old life has gone, 



a new life has begun,” 




spoke to me these last 6 weeks.

So on this Easter morning as we celebrate the resurrection, 


the beginning of this new life being possible, 



I thought it would be good to dive deeper into this reality 


that the Apostle Paul was trying to tell us about 



as disciples of Jesus.

I think we need to start with the word “begun” 


as the NLT translates it.  

We need to start there, 


so that we start from a place of grace to ourselves.  

In our household, 


human nature is shows up often.  

A few things come easy to us, 


like reading.  

Then, 


we try something that does not come easy 



and frustration happens quickly.  


The temptation to quit rises to the surface.  

It is then, 


that mom or dad usually have to remind others, 



sometimes each other, 


that other things were once hard, 



but as you practiced them, 




they became easier.  


Whether that was riding a bike, 


cross country skiing, 


math, 



or using kind words.  

The kids have to be reminded about swimming and riding a bike.

The word “begun” gives me the sense of grace, 


because perfection is not expected at the start.  

Your pew bible reads, 


“the old has gone, 


the new has come!” 

The NRSV reads, 


“everything old has passed away; 


see, everything has become new!” 

Eugene Peterson phrased it like this, 


“The old life is gone; 


a new life burgeons!”  

That choice is a little tricky, 


because Webster's dictionary can't decide what burgeoning really means.  



Is it 



a : to send forth new growth 





(as buds or branches) : sprout, 



b : bloom, 




or c : to grow and expand rapidly : 




flourish?  


I would answer, yes.

This new life does not always seem like new life, 


because the effects of the old life are still at play.  



Death has lost its sting, 




but still occurs.  



We are a new creation, 




but our bodies have not been made new, 





yet.  



The battle has already been won, 




but not everyone is aware 




and they are not behaving according to the new reality.  



Including us.  

This past week, 


I have celebrated the anniversary of two events 



when new life has begun in my life.  

When those two events occurred, 


nothing was the same, 


but I still had the same life to live.  

With those events, 


the realities of my life changed.  

As we already sang earlier, 


this past Friday, 


10 years ago, 



I married the lovely Lisa Mandeville. 

If you were around then, 


you could see how my life changed.  


How a new life had begun.  

You also might have heard the stories when I was foolish 


and wanted to pretend the old life was still in play 


and I could do things the same way.  

A week before our 5th anniversary, 


my second child was born.  

The uninitiated would assume 


that once you have one child, 


a second one is no big deal.  

I don't know how many children you have to have 


before that is the case, 


but it is not 2 



and I am not brave enough to find out.  

The world was the same world, 


but it was completely different.  

The way we did things with Eva, 


could not happen the same way with Esme.  



Eva loved to nap, 



Esme gave that up around 2, 




because she did not want to miss out on anything.

So knowing that being a new creation brings new realities to life, 


what do we need to be aware of?  

The first is, 


we need to understand that we are a new creation.  

God has performed three acts of creation in scripture.  


The first is the universe, 



as recorded in Genesis.  


Then he made a new thing at the beginning of the gospels 



when he made Jesus, 




the God Man.  


We are the third creation recorded in scripture 



when God made the disciples of the God Man.  

The reality is, 


who we were before Jesus, 



God did not make.  

The species that God made in the garden, 


made something new 



through sinning itself into existence.  



By going against the will of God.  




This species of man was able to decay and die.  



Not so with what God created.  

So after Jesus' death and resurrection, 


a new creation was begun 


and the Holy Spirit set to work creating a new man, 



the disciple of Jesus.  

Not just an update or renovation, 


but new.  

Something that had never existed before.

My former preaching professor Darrell Johnson preached on this text 


and he came up with 17 objectively true things about us as a new creation.  

He emphasized the objective aspect, 


because they are true 



whether we feel it or not.  

Just like I am married to Lisa 


whether she is in the room or not, 

so we are a new creation in Christ 


whether we realize it or not.

So what is new today about being in Christ?  


I know from our prayer requests 


and from the creaking and grunting getting up and down, 



we all are hoping for new bodies 




with all the joints freshly greased.  


That is the not yet part of the new creation.  

But there are plenty of already parts present.  

Read them with me:  


I am alive, 


acquitted, 


made right, 


reconciled, 


adopted, 


engaged, 


in dwelt, 


being changed, 



freed, 


a slave, 


member of the body of Christ, 


gifted, 


a priest, 


been drafted, 


clued in on the mystery of history, 


an Ambassador, 


and held in other hands.  

If I wanted to risk rebellion 


and burnt hams and lambs, 



I would go through each one.  

Instead I  will cover 1, 


2-7, 


8, 9-10 and 14 



and and am available to talk with anyone about the others later this week.
Just as Jesus' disciples could not believe that Jesus was alive on Easter morning 


and spent the following days discovering how his life was like theirs 


and different, 



so we are alive in a different way.    

Jesus could walk through doors 

and had holes in his hands 


but was not bleeding.  

We have an indestructible life.  


Our bodies may waste away, 



but that is not the end of our life.  

No matter what happens to us, 


our life will go on.  

Life does not end with our final breath.  


This is what many of us are placing our hope in, 



life after this body is done.  

But we don't need to wait until this body is done 


to live into this life.  

We are called to be alive in a new, 


bold way.  

Not living in fear, 


but in faith.

2-7, 


Acquitted, 


made right, 


reconciled, adopted, 


engaged, and indwelt 



are a progression on the transformation that happened 




to make us new in Christ.  

We started by pleading guilty as a sinner.  


Instead of being jailed, 



we were pardoned when the judge paid the debt with his blood 




as we talked about on Good Friday.  

This means I am in a right relationship with the judge, 


because the debt required by the judge, 



was paid by the judge.  

When you have a right relationship, 


there is no barrier preventing you from being friends, 



thus Jesus told his disciples he called them friends.  

I hope you have a friend that is almost like family.  


God did not stop at a metaphor.  


He adopted us 



and we were brought into the family of God 




with our brother being the King of Kings 




and our Father is maker of heaven and earth.  

I am close to my parents and siblings, 


but I am closer to my wife.  



We are engaged to be the bridegroom of Christ 




and will have an eternal marriage with him.  

In marriage, 


two become one, 



but you can still identify the two.  

The final stage of intimacy 


is being in-dwelt by the Holy Spirit.  

The Spirit rests within us 


and we can not identify where the Spirit ends 


and we begin, 



because the Spirit is in our midst.

Now if you struggle with intimacy right now, 


remember that 'begun' word.  

You are all these things, 


but it may take you some time to move through the progressions of reality.  



Which is to be expected, 




because we are being changed day by day.  

That Spirit that dwells within us 


is consuming the old parts of us 



and leaving room for the new to take root.  

So no matter where you are today on the spectrum 


from acquitted to being in-dwelt, 

know that you will continue to grow day by day, 


with all of the titles remaining, 

just as I am an individual, 


who is married and a father.  



I can be more than one at a time.

9 and 10 might appear odd next to each other, 


being freed and a slave at the same time.  

But the question is always 


what are you a slave to?  


We are always serving something.  

But on Good Friday, 


we were freed from the Lordship of sin.  



I am no longer owe sin anything, 



I do not have to sin in order to survive.  



I am free to give my time and effort elsewhere.  

I am freed from sin, 


Just like I don't have to pay Canadian taxes 



unless I buy something in Canada, 


but I do have to pay US taxes 



no matter where I am at.  

I have to pay taxes somewhere 


and I have to serve someone or something.  

But now, 


I serve the Living God 



instead of something beneath my dignity as a child of God.

Finally, 


the one you might not be familiar with, 



I am drafted.  

Scripture is clear that on this day, 


death was defeated.  

Revelation 1:18 tells us 


that Jesus holds the keys to hell and death.  

Romans 8 tells us that no powers or principalities, 


life or death, 



will separate us from the love of God.  

But this does not mean they are not going to try, 


so we are in a battle.  

Which means we have been called in to be Jesus' hands and feet in the battle.  


We now have two choices.  



We can go AWOL 



or say, “Where do you want me sir?  

Darrell made the contention 


that the word volunteer should be struck from our vocabulary.  

We are not volunteers, 


free to do what they want, 

we are draftees, 


needing to follow the way of our leader.  

Otherwise we are going to be severly beat up 


and hurt in the battle 



because we are approaching the situation wrong.  

There are still 5 or 6 realities of being a new creation that I did not touch.  


So ask me questions about any of those afterward 



or later this week.  

But on this day, 


a new creation was begun 



that is continuing to become more and more of a reality.  

Sometimes it is hard to see.  

Which is why the church constantly reminded each other of that reality saying


 “He is risen, (He is risen indeed).  

Since he is risen, 


we are: alive, 


acquitted, made right, reconciled, 


adopted, engaged, in dwelt, 



being changed, 


freed, a slave, 


member of the body of Christ, 


gifted, a priest, 


been drafted, 


clued in on the mystery of history, 


an Ambassador, 


and held in other's hands.
1. I have been drafted

1. The outcome has already been decided

2. Principalities and powers

1. we are in a battle

3. So we either go AWOL or say, “Where do you want me sir?”

1. Shift from volunteers to draftees

4. Volunteer should be struck from our vocabulary

1. Either fall in line or get beat up in battle.

2. I am being changed

1. Day by day

2. There is fire within me, consuming the old

1. I am being changed

3. I am freed

1. From lordship of sin

2. I let, but no longer owe or obligated to sin

3. Freed from that dominion

4. I am a slave

1. Slave of God 

1. surrendered my body to God

2. Myth is unbridled freedom

1. leads to pit where we are slave to things beneath our dignity

5. Member of the body of Christ 

1. We are his hands and feet, body and ears.

6. I am gifted

1. I have been graced to function in some unique things

2. Meaning we are a gift

7. I am a priest

1. I can go into the city dispensing grace.

2. You have the same privildeges that a priest has 

8. I have been drafted

1. The outcome has already been decided

2. Principalities and powers

1. we are in a battle

3. So we either go AWOL or say, “Where do you want me sir?”

1. Shift from volunteers to draftees

4. Volunteer should be struck from our vocabulary

1. Either fall in line or get beat up in battle.

9. Clued in on the mystery of history

1. I know nothing can get in the way of God's Kingdom

2. I know, but don't always remember it

10. I am an Ambassador

1. the great reconciliation

2. calling the old creation to be a peace with the creator

11. I am homesick (Subjective)

1. For another world

2. The more you get satisfied, the more you long for.

3. Citizens of another country

1. It doesn't have to be this way

12. I am held in other hands

1. I am not my own anymore.

2. Jesus never loses anything that is his

1. Heidelberg confession.

2. No one can snatch you out of my hands.

Three acts of creation


Universe, God Man, the disciple of the god man 

Sin causes in oldness


it begins to decay and die

A new speicies never made by God, sinned itself into existense.


Rebellion is the chief characteristic of this new creation.

A new creation, not an improvement on the old but new.

What is already new about being in Christ?

What is objectively true about us being in Christ?


We don't have to feel it.

Essential truths.  Grand illustration of being new in Christ.

13. I am alive

1. in a qualititively different way

2. in an indestructible life.

1. The life that is in me can not be destroyed

14. I am acquitted

1. court has already been held

1. already pleaded guilty

2. Full pardon is the sentence

1. Judge has paid the debt.

15. I am made right.

1. Justified with judge of the universe

2. all requirements have been met by the judged

16. I am reconciled

1. Everything that was in the way has been removed

1. By God

2. He has made me his friend.

17. I am adopted

1. Brought into the family of God

2. Older brother is king of kings

3. Father is maker of heaven and earth

1. Moving to greater and greater intitimacy

18. I am engaged

1. to JC the bride groom

2. to have an eternal marrigage

19. I am in dwelt

1. By a holy presence

2. Body is the temple of the Holy Spiirt 

1. Naos is the holy of holies.

1. Sacred space

