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Dear Church Family,

November 1 is All Saints Day, a day in which we remember and give thanks for those folks in the faith who have lived
in such a manner as to make the love of Christ real for others. Perhaps that includes remembering names like Francis
or Augustine, but it might also mean remembering your 3rd grade Sunday school teacher, the kind face that invited
you to share a meal, or the steadfast soul that seemed to always sweep up
after church functions. Perhaps the names you may remember were the sort
of people who embodied Paul’s words in First Thessalonians 2:7b-8
“We were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own
children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to
share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves,
because you have become very dear to us.”
Whatever the case, I encourage you somewhere in the next few days to think
about the saints you have known and give thanks for them in your
prayers. And if it just happens to be the case that some of your saints
are still with us, I bet it would touch their heart deeply if you would
take the time to let them know what a difference they have made in
your life.
Yours in Christ,

Christopher
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A Word From the Director of Discipleship
NEW BEGINNINGS

The New Beginnings group will resume their regular schedule in November. We will meet in
Montague Hall on the third Monday (November 19) at noon for lunch and a program. This month, we
will hear from an anthropologist from Camp Shelby about Native American history.
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
The Wednesday night dinner program is about to wind down for the year. We only have two
Wednesday nights left! October 31st will be our annual Trunk or Treat night. The men of the church
will cook burgers and dogs, and everyone is invited to decorate their car, don some costumes, and pass out candy to our trunk or
treaters! November 7th will be the last Wednesday night. The Liberty Men will be joining us that evening.
YOUTH AND CHILDREN
The youth and children of Westminster have been meeting each Sunday night at the church from 5:00 until 6:30 p.m. for
games, study, and dinner. Each group—children, Jr. High, and Sr. High—are divided into study groups led by Christopher, Tommy,
and volunteers. Members of the church organized by our Fellowship Committee have been providing meals. If you are interested
in joining us, we would love to see you there! Take a look at the church calendar in the newsletter to see when we have
scheduled additional meeting times to practice for our Christmas program!

On my recent trip to Mission Haven for the annual board meeting, I had the privilege of meeting Taylor and Josh Irby
who are missionaries serving in Bosnia. Taylor reported that she and her family had lived in the basement of a family
member’s home, but now with four children, that arrangement was far from satisfactory. They now live in one of the
houses at Mission Haven, and she welcomed us into their home on short notice—something we all admired
especially since they have children! Taylor expressed their great joy in having such a comfortable place to live while
they are in the States and thanked us several times for making these accommodations available to her and her
family. It was wonderful to see that the hospitality Mission Haven extends to our mission partners is needed and
appreciated.
—Martha Ann Hogrefe
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Fall is here! The change in weather ushers in a flurry of activity that leads toward the holiday season. Coming up early in
November, it will be time to fill shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse. Sarah Brannon manages this project for Presbyterian Women.
She has set a goal of fifty Christmas shoeboxes for our church this year. Look for the display of a sample shoebox and some
brochures that help us know what kind of items to purchase for each one. Start shopping now!
Presbytery’s annual PW Winter Retreat will be held in January, with registration due by the end of December. Make plans now to
participate in this getaway that takes place at St. Mary of the Pines in Chatawa, Mississippi. The event begins late on Friday
afternoon and ends at noon on Saturday. Each Circle leader has information about the retreat, or you can ask PW Moderator,
Mary Dayne Gregg about the event. This is a good time to get better acquainted with Presbyterian Women from all the churches
in our Presbytery as we attend workshops and enjoy fellowship opportunities.

THANK YOU, WESTMINSTER
On October 7th, I was able to return to Westminster Church having not been physically able to attend since Mother's Day. I was
simply delighted to be back in fellowship with my church family and friends. We are so blessed to have such loving and kind
members at Westminster who showed their concern for me during my illness.
Towards the end of May, I was hospitalized with numerous health ailments such as diabetes, kidney issues, hypertension,
neuropathy, vision, vertigo and DVT. I was also severely dehydrated which worsened everything. I also became depressed, but I
thank God that I experienced no physical pain throughout the ordeal. Please remember to keep yourselves hydrated!
During the month of June, I unexpectedly lost my brother. Sadly, I was physically unable to attend his funeral. Somehow word of
his death reached Westminster and I received many condolences. One in particular was a handwritten card from Althea Jerome
expressing her love of her own brothers, and how she imagined how I felt about the loss of my brother.
I received several cards, calls, and emails from members of the Generations Sunday School class and members of the other two
adult Sunday school classes. I also received cards, calls, and emails from members of Circles 1, 2, and 3, the PW Prayer Ministry
Group, the New Beginnings group, and the Brown Bag Bible Study Group. I also heard from my young friend, Ellie! Thank you for
keeping me in your prayers!
There is no way I could name all who showed acts of love and kindness to my husband and me during this time. Ann Johnson
delivered cooked and frozen food and a bouquet of flowers from the Women of the Church. Chad Edmonson delivered fish
plates from Lake Serene West. Tab Buchanan gave us gift cards to Cracker Barrel. Anytime Tommy had food left from
Wednesday nights, Nancy Johnson and Chad Edmonson brought plates to us, and Nancy Johnson and Lucy Parkman delivered
several plates from Circles 2 and 3.
A special “thank you” to Pastor Christopher Crotwell for his calls, visits, and communion. To anyone I failed to mention, please
charge to my mind and not my heart. I cannot thank you enough!
Sincerely,

Kinlock W. Bell and Marshall L. Bell
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Have you noticed that the Choir is growing? We have
been blessed this year with the return of many
faithful singers and the addition of several new
voices! Each Wednesday and Sunday we come
together, working to deepen the worship experience
at Westminster. As I prepared a recent lecture for
school, I was reminded of reasons we are drawn to
music. When words come to us surrounded by music,
they reach us on a visceral level. We cannot escape the impact of those emotions, and they often take us completely
unawares. The beauty, the pathos, or the sheer joy that descends upon us through music speaks to us in a way that is
different from anything else. We are drawn to it, and it enriches those who create it and those who hear it.
This is true as we sing the Word, but it is equally true of instrumental music, and particularly when we hear Randall’s artistry
from the organ and the piano. He feeds our spirits in a unique way. Think about some offertory he has played which stirred
your heart or touched memories, some prelude which spoke to you of God’s majesty, or some postlude which sent you into
the world energized and ready to share God’s love. Randall’s talents and skills are formidable, but what blesses us even more
is his heart for service, his modesty, his focus on worship, which Inspires him to offer a variety of music, delivering scriptural
messages, reinforcing the sermon, and pulling it all together.
Another blessing has come to us in the person of Christopher Crotwell, a pastor who understands the significance of each
portion of the Sunday worship service and works tirelessly with us to coordinate the total message we hope to deliver in
worship each week.
Each Wednesday night at the close of choir rehearsal, we say a prayer of thanks for the gift of music. And as a group, we
thank the congregation for supporting our work and appreciating our efforts to coordinate the scriptures, the message, the
hymns, and the service music so that we experience God’s message in every way possible, praying that His word and His love
will inhabit us more deeply each time we gather.

REPORT OF THE CLERK OF SESSION
The Session of Westminster met on October 21, 2018. Some of the items discussed and actions taken include:
‣
‣
‣
‣

Scheduled communion on November 4 using the silver service.
Approved purchase of new rug for upstairs classroom.
Approved coating all first-floor east windows with solar film. This film will reduce glare and improve insulation.
A new commercial dishwasher has been ordered and hopefully will be installed by Thanksgiving. This new
dishwasher will be more user-friendly and will allow the use of real dishes, glasses, and silverware more often. The
dishwasher is a very generous gift from one of our members.
‣ Discussed church workday scheduled for Saturday, November 10.
‣ Discussion of the 2019 budget and stewardship was begun. The draft budget should be ready shortly so that we may
begin our stewardship campaign.
J.T. Johnson, Clerk of Session

MISSION COMMITTEE
Christmas will be here before we know it, so please start thinking about our friends at Boswell Regional Center. This year
their number of clients increased to 175 (111 males and 64 females), so meeting our goal for a gift for each person will take a
little more effort. The wish list is similar to previous years and copies are available in the Narthex. Please don’t wrap; provide
a gift bag instead. The Boswell staff sort the gifts and determine which client gets which gift. Thank you in advance for
keeping this longstanding tradition going.
Also, on November 5, from 4:00 p.m. until close, Glory Bound will be holding a profit-share with proceeds going to
Westminster’s Living Waters of the World mission. This means that during this time a percentage of everything sold will
come to our Living Waters mission. Make plans to eat dinner (dine-in or take-out) at Glory Bound on November 5!
Eric Reidenbach
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New Beginnings trip to the Lauren Rogers Museum
of Art in Laurel, MS to view the Da Vinci Machines.
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NOVEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE
IS THE 25TH OF EACH MONTH
Submissions received after the 25th will
appear in the next month’s newsletter.

4
COMMUNION SUNDAY
8:30 AM Growing
Spiritually
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Grades K-12

5

6
9:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

7
5:30 PM Family Night
Supper
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

Thursday

Friday

1
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

2

8
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 ShareCare

9

Saturday
3

USM GAME
YOUTH PARKING
LOT FUNDRAISER
LOT OPENS
11:00 AM

10

FALL CHURCH
WORK DAY
9:00 AM

BREADBASKET WEEK
11
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Diaconate
12:30 PM Session
5:00 PM Grades K-12

12

18
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship

19
12:00 PM New
Beginnings

DEADLINE FOR
CHRISTMAS
SHOEBOXES

11:30 PM Thanksgiving
Lunch
6:00 PM Ecumenical
Service at Parkway
Heights UMC

25
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Grades K-12

13
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
7:00 PM Circle 2

14
5:30 PM Children K—5
Rehearsal
6:00 PM Circle 3
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir

15
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

16

20
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

21

22
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

23

17

USM GAME
YOUTH PARKING
LOT FUNDRAISER
LOT OPENS
11:00 AM

24

OFFICE CLOSED
26

27
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

28
5:30 PM Children K—5
Rehearsal
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

29
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

30

NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSION
DEADLINE
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