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AU FIG INTELLIGENCE SlTitlMARY NO, l. 

PART I. 

Summary of Events bet~ften 2 Oct and 21 Oct. 

1. SAIGON - CHOLON 

Following engagements in which Allied Troops and Japanese 
inflicted severe casualties on the hnnamite insurgents in particular in 
N W SAIGON, and a successful sweep through GIll. DINH whIch demonstrated 
o~ abil1 ty to move troops out of SAIGON when we wished, the VIET JIiINH 
leaders agreed to an armistice to run from 1800 hrs 2 Oct. The following 
day was quiet and a certain reflux of Imnamite population from NOaTH of 
the ARROYO de l' AVALANCHE gave rise to the hope that negotiations would be 
successful. 

.2. On the .4th and 5th, however, the truculent attitude of their 
rank and file gave the 11e to the pacific assertions of the VIET JJINE 
leaders. Grenades were thrown at Sappers guarding artesian wells, crowds 
demonstrated in front of our positions on KHt.NH HOI island and in the 
Rue de VERDUN and subversive leaflets were thrown into lines and barracks. 
By the night 6/7 Oct the evacuation of civilians star ted again and 
concentrations of Annamite troops were reported in GIll. DINH and to the 
SOUTH of KHANH HOI. On the 9th the negotiations with the VIET J.1INH 
leaders broke dovm, although they prooised to alloVl undisturbed passage 
f~r British troops moving to disarrl Japs in the concentration areas. 
An Annamite banD sniped at our 'troops on TAN SON NrnIT airfield, but was 
quickly dispersed. 

3. On the lOth an R. E. recce party NOrlTH of the airfield was 
ambushed the Adjutant R.E., the VCO in charge of his escort and two 
lOR's beIng t illed, and all the remaining I:lembers of the es cort wounded. ' ­
This act indicated clearly enough the hostile na ture of the VIET laNH ( 
organisation, and attempts to maintain an attitude of non-intervention 
towards their political struggle were recQgnis d to be no lofl.ge r possible. 
On the lOth GIll. DINH was- t11erErfu-re occupied by 32 de and on the 11th 
and 12th an advance made and GOVAP occupied after considerable oppositioB 
which necessitated the use of armoured cars. On the 12th also THhNH 1~ 
TAY and a considerable area to the EAST of GIl.. DINH was cleared by Frcmctl\ 
troops. By the 13th 32 Bde had established itself on all the bridges 
crossing the R. CHO MOl. ' 

4. In both th~se 
helping the Annami t es. 
were immediately shot. 

actions Japanese individuals were id€ntified as l 
Two Air Force officers captured by ·the French ) 

5. Meanwhile in CHOLON and KHANH HOI the i.nnamites m.ade strer.ru.OUS.:;j . 
attempts (a) to destroy European stores and installations (Ob) to gather / 
fresh arms for themselves. On the night 13/14 Oct an abort:ive atteI:lpt was 
made to storm the docks, and an attack was put in against a J ap HQ at PHU 
LAM. Interrogation reports suggest that the Jap claim to h.ave killed 100 
out of 1000 was greatly exaggerated but they certainly ro~ded up 329 
men, wonen and children a's PW. On i6 Oct 0. resin factory o:n :JIANH HOI was 
gutted by fire, and numerous other attempts at arson were ro epor ted. . 

6. The same day an attempt was made to recover a bridige on t he 32 Bde 
perimeter, by a crowd of about 400 who used rifles, spears, boVls and 
poisoned arrows and even a mild type or tear gas. 

7. After thiS, activities in the SAIGON - CHOLON area subsided 
somewhat, although sniping still occurs from time to tine. GLl DINa and 
GOVAP are still somewhat unsettled and grenades are thrown \at troops quite 
frequently. The local Annamite forces have however l earnt .their l esson 
and are now only attenpting guerilla warfare. 
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8. T!£LDUC .~ B1J~l\ JI.QL ·: TH~~!lMLJ~~CT--!- In tho abs cmce cf :c epor't:: ot~br ', 
.~ .. -

Ul" n JapanosG :.md. f:('om local SOl1~~ C \: ll, no very clear p'ictllro or 0·1"': ;:]. '.;5 c 
j ··.l th1.s ar e" has been o'btained, 'rno ;;'apanese view is t hat onl y . s; 1C\ l~ ~ 
A)'l[,ami t (" f orcRs ha'18 been loc::d.', tn those pl:..cos ( except tha t thQ 
'c01.1.pLd.n or contln\J.~\l c. tteLlp t s t o rob thoir ammuni.tion G GPo:t;s in " 
HIEN ,101, area). The local source view is that lar;ze forces ~ro 
col10c tinr, in. the area between THU DUC and DII.N on the railway, w1 th 
the j.ntantlon of opposing Oill' further advance. Tuc/E :('eports hav ., 0 .1 
s Elveral occasions noted deoonstratlons of approx 1000 in THU Di,U i'.IOT · . ". ,.' . . .. ' 

9. 'r he principle adopted .;l.n considering these low grade report s 
is (a) wher", Japanes e and·-''loC!i·l :· souJ:'ces disagreo ', to disregard the Japs 
end accept that a . p!'opol;'.tion of the figure sugGested by the local sour ce, 

(l1suallylO%) is actually b"the 'areaas s1<ate0j .CD) where Japanes e anu 
local source repor ts ag:ree, to accept a ratl1el' higher pO~'centage fi gure 
fo:;, :;he area. Those est:l.J:lutes are shown on the sketch l:lap at Appx. !B'. 

, ', ' 

;· io. . ~·. n · the" cC\stl'oi~ l,'.eports frOB the BIEN ROA -THU DUC area, it is 
l'uliioured tha tthl'ee trail} .loads of l'Iell-arBec.· Tonkinese troops have 

.. .. crrived ' fr·o!;, NORTH of 16 . • . While this report is mot impQ.ssible, it"has 
.to Jtl remembered that the mahi support of ' the VIET idI:ffi r,\oveLlent co\ .• GS 
, f rom the To~1kiric se coo1:'-es fl'om ' t:--.e .plar.tatlons, so th:lt =j' trained 
. bodies of these already in the a:ro '3a oC\y be the occasion I'or . such a ::'umour -
which Vlould. of course, gre;J. tlyencourage the waver:1.,1g Annami tes of 
Qoc:hin-Chlna , who have never been as ac~i'l~ . as those from' the NOLiTH. 

11. BAR;A_~ C£>,E-Sl:.:. J,:&QUElh . T~e fortifications in this arGa are s -c:Ul 
):le1d .by theJ'lf,'ane se 9 :'I.ho :aT.e l'E!po::oted to. have been :n egotia ting with 

" the ' Annar.1i t,,;'s . ": An D ttelJp t to .barter iL07 rifles fOl~food appears to have 
... . : r-oen :ro:;:cstalle'l' 'uy an oJ'¢,le:r .fi·oo Gen J,;'\Nf:.KI that surrender disc:!.pline 

'- " ~t:t· · . . . 
." .C. , ,v . ne 1':lC\--'!l , a. nC:1,. 

l~. ~'S'P (;OAST. t" pal' .'~y of ' 1000 Annami tes is repor :~:ed to ha'10 arJ:'ived. 
. a'!JoU:t ' iT ~:l: ' ~' .:.> . PHllN '£HIET , . Ollt . there is no coni'ml'ma ti :):1 on th:ts, 'Ihe 

. ('0'l>~al 1,l:1'88. as c . whole .. is ".,oe;:..,- · disturbed as j.s ev:Ld'encec by a Jap report 
.... b;'~r~f9- patrol .i ;:lill PHAN RANC;to D:.Li,T only one manretmned (10 Oct). 

12. ,'T:1C ffiOS~ lnplODt-oat c1'ntrG of d::, soGur'banco has t ( ~ en Nli.', TRANG, 
'. ' y;hel,e,aga.:!:n j thG . Japane s e attitude towards tho;\nnamj.tes was a t .f5. I'st 

.... :t.~v : .. easy .. :go::"1-!g. j.': s · a reslllt the .Ann~nites · adortetl ~ tlL::·~:aterLi.ng · attj .. t;11de 
. : '! ,tow(l.rd$ _ 'Gh~ Eu:rcpeO!1 pop'.'] '?. 7,1.on.: The hanG.:tng-ov8r of p'tiblic bul1d:1 l1g ~:;; 1 

'·~ n,· 1 ... ,A-·n· g 'i-h ' l ):' ·"Io8i· e---"· Tn · .;... .! ·~· ·ll-+·~ "'ra" deTla~Q"e r: Fo :"lo~· .. ·f n l"":" r"\ " .. d rl .... .. ,pl1 0~ . '. v • . ~.-'-1., v. ,t . • u "u ... . · S v.J.·~."V j " , . . ".' 'Co .' .' . /I ~. 6 V~ ~ , • • " ~ •. ,,' 

SA:L~·ON tb.e Sb.pF~ne s e .. att},tude .:i.n;!J)·oved. but the situation is reporteri 'to 
, ,. rema:i,n stra ined) fo1low:i,l1.g · tile l and 1ng" of 70 Frenqh,. narlnas . ~o ' eOVe): t he 

. r '· 
of:!'" loading of ,f :ood-stuffs. . :'.' . 

. i4, QA1,jl,.t~ . The k ey to' interes'; her'e is the ownershiiJ of' thrFBanL 0':' l ndo-
. Qh5:nu .whe:,:·e. 100 lJ1Il:Lon .pi<;1.,str es i s stor ed , . 0:.18 of the t wo ~ey s t o t tl'" 
sa:!'e ·was s eized· by. the. l.!".nami t'e s · cluril",g ·d~s i;1.:,-"b<.:.nce s · on .14 (lC'i:;o ~!:li" 
other' key was ' lleld by the Japal'l~se who we::o negotiat~.ng ·l Qr . 'cho fir s t. 
They now repoJ:t that '!:loth keys v;era returned to the Dj:nlc I,\ci1.1ager 0::; 20 Oct • 
.(tccoun~s of the dist'-1~· ' ·· ~ :-: ~ "~ r ef'erred to are cC ~lf:L:'Lct1.ng, but j t appears 
th,&.:t.· th~ ::Jap:~::,::":" -: .. ~· '; .. ;. ~ _~;::. .. by t, .. . ; ~. "":C?' · p't~utrC:+,.. but on :r~ ce:t·v·ing· order !] from 
~ . ~'~0" ~ ." '" "": : , ,, " ' ·· ~ '''re · ~ sed · th·' ' ;' .. '''' '-'' ,, <, . ca,-.~ ·t.l ~ "' nri ·""c p·' ·,;- 'n'" som "' '. • ...J.. . :' ..... ' I,A !. l'iJ_. oJ , _ '" .h .•. • . , _ .. ..oJ..l • . ' t.;J U. ... \;;i • ~ ..... .. 1.. U I,.;,; 

-:", ;.." s ·~~ .i ...... L' i... . The 5i tua tion in :lOW :repor Sed t.o be qlr~9t.) . 0.110: it is worth · 
!lutL,'1.g that Jap reinfor '~ements sent by ·i~! . T'. · f':rom ' >?",IGO;~ to DALf.T arrived 
~r~~~o·· ~ t · ~~ . - · ~t· .. . : j ~ J. ;.. ... ,~ .•. ~ -' • .I. • • C'1.(18u. . , : . . , , . ,., . 

• . - ;"'1 , ,,::'- ....::.. . . T : :.. J ' •. : • . • : 1. ' f ... 
. .lb. :-kliIk.-h!!P.:. .uc cal l ' epor (·s C\escr::.bed tlus .';lS an are.-=. VI.~O~ O · i1.nnam:L L' O 

.::'r:.st:!'gents from Ci.j';:SOD :::.£.. \'M:::'e 'collecfing (the fi gure gt v en was 10 ) 000 
us s:L,,·ted· by l ·)i}() deserters). 'Japanese reports (SlJ.pporter.i by some lor. 'l.l 
sourc.~,s ) \ 'say on iJ\e ' contt'aJ:'Y that thero are ' only aboutSOo CAOD1.I n.i; t:£'oops 

. p1us .i;l. ·).'ev; V:gT ;'~INB> ·r.eguJ.ars andirreg~lars. The lo.tt'er :report is 
, co:nsfdered t:orelik~ lY. to OJe 00!Tec t. 

,;- 16;' E-thoM·PENH . ,Thera has been· little dHficu1 ty here ill establ:i. s l1ing a 
: ::J,-8bd{ari· · ~0ve(· .11ru. er. c · fr'iendly to the Allies, Bo':;h Siamese and imnal:J.i. td 
:i.nflu8~c8:5 · Il.:::e ·.·fe?,-'ad here ~nd the only Anti-French ::'nf1uc'nce in tho 
or igiHai. govex'nmenc wa's the .Prime Mi .n:Lster • . Following hl s arrest ther e 
were . one or- two . signs of unrest, mainl;i Annami te inspil·ed. 'rr..e rai lway 
went 'Oilstl"ike for. a few d£'.ys. The Canbodian elel!lent very quiclcJ y l'eturne( 

to work. " The 1.nnani tee1erient in . the Police Force has been disarl:Jerl and 
the polj,ce 'placed under ' the. c.ont:rol of the Allied cowd. · 
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;/ .. " .. ~ . ~. o soall Annami te cO~1I-:lun1 ty in thE! 
to have accepted the situation. 

17. MYTHO - £ANTHO. Japanese reports state that public opinion is. this 
area continues be be excitable. The Japs appear to be acting mor0 . 

.. vigorously here than in the other districts, and Tac/R confir::1s that 
they are removing road blocks on the CHOLON - l~'YTHO road and guarding 
the impo~tant bridges. Little exact information is available, but in 
general VIET MINH strength in this area appears to be surprisengly low, 

18. Conclusion. The concensus or reports is that the main Viet 11inh 
strength is in the area THU-DUC- BIEN HOA - THUDAm.!OT Whether the 
forces there are being reinforced from the Nor~h of 160 renains to be 
confirmed. It appears likely however that better disciplined troops 
will be met there than elsewhere, and an attenpt at defence (l as 
opposed to the normal guerilla tactics) may be encountered. The value 
of Viet Minh forces in other areas may be considered to be that of 
large bands of brigands. .. 

{ . 
" . 




