Nicodemus' conversation with Jesus late at night 


is an ideal text for Trinity Sunday.  

It contains references to all three parts of the Trinity, 


Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

It also has Jesus proposing a mysterious saying, 


that can only be begun to be understood 



this side of the resurrection.  


“How can a man be born again?”  



Our mothers were stretched to their limit the first time, 




no way they are up for us to try again as a grown adult, 




even the infants we are baptizing today, 





7 and 9 months out, 






are too much.  


But the phrase is now one of the most popular ones of contemporary Christianity.

Much like we try to do with the clover, 

or phases of water as ice, water, and vapor, for the Trinity, 


Jesus tries to explain to Nicodemus 



the mystery behind being born again.  


The key to the transformation being the Spirit of God,



 the Holy Spirit 




that we celebrated last week at Pentecost.  

Jesus is trying to let Nicodemus 


and us know



 that there is more that can bring life than just the flesh.  

The Spirit of God will give birth to life within us.  


Your session was blessed yesterday



to hear Bob and Miriyam's experiences 




of God transforming 




and improving the quality of their lives.



It involved many heart breaking trials,




but God often works in the midst of those trials.  


We are baptizing Millie and Kana today into the covenant family of God, 



so that they are in the midst of God moving amongst us 



and might be part of the the Spirit's movement.

Jesus identifies a side effect to the life of the Spirit 


that we are not always a fan of. 

 That is, 


like the wind, 


the Spirit blows where it pleases.  

This means we do not have control over the Spirit.  


The Spirit does not always stay within our parameters.  

Bob and Miriyam, 


as people of the Spirit 



are evidence of that.  

When you are 70 

and a long time resident of New Jersey, 


you are not supposed to pack up 


and  take a road trip across the country 



and then stop in Hoonah, Alaska.  


Unless the Spirit has given birth to you.  

Bob, 


you started out as a child of prominent missionaries in India, 


explored the world, 


had your 40 years in the wilderness, 


and a decade and a half ago, 



had a fresh reawakening to the Spirit of God 




that led you to share this beautiful line on Saturday, 


“I experienced a power beyond me that could  change the world, 



and I wanted to be part of what it was doing.”

We rejoice that the Spirit is moving in such ways in this body.  

We rejoice in the changes that Kana and Millie have brought about 


in the lives around them.  

We just need to be prepared to recognize 


that our plans are not always God's plans.  

What makes sense to us, 


God is not bound by, 


because God is not limited like ourselves.  

Case in point 


is Jesus' next explanation.  

Him being lifted up, 


like Moses lifted the stake in the desert.  

In the incident that Jesus is referring to, 


the Israelites had rebelled, 


so God sent vipers into camp



 to bite all the Israelites who had rebelled, 




which caused them to die.  


I am going to guess most of us are not fond of snakes, 



hence why we live in Alaska.  

But Moses asks God to help the people 


and God tells him in Numbers 21:8, 


“Make a snake 



and put it up on a pole; 




anyone who is bitten 





can look at it and live.”  


This symbol continues to be used by those with life saving talents.

John uses it here to reinforce the gospel promise,


“If we are looking to Jesus for our life,



 we will live



and overcome the poison of sin.” 


If we are looking to anything else, 



even hard work 



or doing good, 




the snake bite is going to kill you.  

The Spirit will bring new life, 

Jesus will preserve the life, 


so new life can be experienced, 

and the verse that many probably have memorized, 


John 3:16, 



God the Father, 



sent the Son, 




so that we could have something tangible to believe in 




and experience this new quality of life now, 





and in the days to come, 






even after we die.

All three person's of the trinity 


are in on this work of redemption, 



because it can not be done by just on person.  

Love can not exist in isolation.  


Love grows in relationships.  


Love flourishes in community.  


Love flourishes within the church, 



when the church is being the church.  

What other organization would bring into its fold 


2 people who have lived for 7 to 9 months 


on the same day that they bring in people who have lived for 7 to 9 decades? 

How can their interests, 

desires,

or  needs align 


and be one?  

It is possible 


because God is 3 persons, 


yet one essence.  

We are a diverse body gathered here, 


yet because of the gift of the father, 


the raising up of the son, 


and movement of the Spirit within us, 

we find ourselves connected as one body, 


made up of many parts, 



with Jesus as our head.

Through the actions of the Trinity, 


light came into the world, 


and remains in the world.  

Yet the brokenness of our lives 


affirms the reality that men loved darkness 



instead of light.  

We often hide those deeds, 


for fear of them being exposed.  

That fear, 


keeps us stuck


and unable to move with the blowing of the wind.  
When we allow the light of the Triune God to expose our life, 


we soon see that anything that was worthy of doing, 



God did in our life.  


The parents of Millie and Kana can affirm this, 


as can Miriyam and Bob.  

God's covenant with us 


does not require us to be perfect before being a part of it.  

It asks us to trust God 


to lead our lives 


and light our lives, 



even if it means meandering like the wind, 



instead of going in a straight line.  

How is the Spirit moving in your life 


to cause you to respond to the new life that Jesus died for?  

Remember, 


love can not happen in isolation, 

so what body of people are you with 


to help with the wind 


and exposure to the light? 
