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PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping and breeding cage birds in
captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best care, keeping maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird conservation.

NOVEMBER 25th - POTLUCK SOCIAL
This is our Annual holiday party.
We will have an ornament exchange. If you would
like to participate, please bring a homemade
or store bought bird-related holiday ornament.

FOR THE POTLUCK
Suggestions: We ask that you bring something hot (like a
casserole), or holiday cookies, cakes, side dishes, salad
and rolls. The club will supply cold cuts.
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Letters to the Editor are
always welcome. Send
comments or suggestions
to:
RECBC
Attn: Newsletter
P.O. Box 6232
Santa Rosa Ca. 95406
or email me at
glenti@sbcglobal.net
...George
Newsletter Editor.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING
IN OUR NEWSLETTER?
Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
*3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00.
*Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size.
OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial AD sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for Commercial Ads and glenti@sbcglobal.net for
Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.
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Committee Members

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT- Pat Surniak (10) (707) 526-5505
VICE PRESIDENT - Jackie Turner (10)
(208) 324-2803 Jackiesturner@gmail.com
SECRETARY - George Lentini (09)
(707) 528-1065 glenti@sbcglobal.net
TREASURER - Linda Karnstedt (10)
(707) 566-1366
linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com
BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE.
Cheryl Cattan (10)
(707) 664-8965
Mary Grist (09)
(707) 433-7431
campinggirl2004@yahoo.com
Donna Shore (09)
(707) 585-7524
dshore@shorebirds.biz
Bonnie Scheffler (09)
(707) 546-1776

President’s Message
I would like to thank all of the
members that helped at the
Bird Expo. I was grateful
every time a member walked
through the door and said
that they where there to help.
The show would not have
been such a great success if
not for Bonnie Scheffler and
the rest of the board who
worked so hard. There is a lot
of behind the scene work and
preparation to put on a successful show. Hopefully, we
can get more of you to participate next year.
Congratulations to Darryl
Jones for his Best of Show
Cockatoo.
Pat S.
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Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@shorebirds.biz
AFA Delegates
Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804
Hospitality
Pat, George, Mary and Bonnie.
Librarian
Carolyn Rawlinson
(707) 778-9269
Newsletter Editor
George Lentini (707) 528-1065
glenti@sbcglobal.net
Photography
Pat Surniak & members
Raffle
Cheryl Cattan (707) 664-8965
Mary Grist (707) 433-7431
Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney, Pat Surniak
George Lentini
Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

Winter is coming.

We only have a short
window of opportunity
to get our cages outside
for a good cleaning before winter hits. If your
cages are too big to go
outside, there are many
inexpensive steam cleaners that work well for
indoor use.

General Meeting Place
Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway Exit from 101
4th Tuesday of the month
Meeting Time 7:00 P.M.

Calendar of Events
November 25, 2008 - Pot Luck Holiday Party
December - No meeting
Looking for suggestions/topics and events for next year.
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Minutes of the Board
No Board Meeting in October

Darryl Jones and his
“Best of Show”
Cockatoo
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2008 LOCAL BIRD SHOW DATES
CENTRAL CA CAGE BIRD CLUB
October 25th.
Canary/Finch Bird Show & Bird Mart
819 Sunset Ave.
Modesto, Ca.
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

SAN JOSE BIRD MART
November 16th
Bird, cages and supplies
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
344 Tully Road,
San Jose, Ca.
9:00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.

2009 LOCAL BIRD SHOW DATES
REDWOOD EMPIRE CAGE BIRD CLUB
October 11th
Sonoma Fair Grounds
Garrett Hall
1350 Bennett Valley Road
Santa Rosa, Ca.

6

ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY
POTLUCK DINNER
NOVEMBER 25, 2008
7:00 P.M. SHARP
AT OUR USUAL MEETING PLACE
RHONERT PARK ANIMAL CARE CENTER
6470 REDWOOD DRIVE
RHONERT PARK

Holiday
Party
Events

Come join us
for a great
social night
out. Please
do not bring
your feathered friends
to this
event...
bird
droppings
are not on
the menu!

Raffle table ,
Ornament
Exchange,

Eating
&
Indigestion
For Members Attending

Please bring either a hot dish, a salad, a side dish,
cookies, candy, deserts, or rolls to the potluck.
The club will supply sliced cold cuts.
We are having an Ornament Exchange.
If you who like to participate, please bring a store
bought or homemade bird-related holiday ornament.
We will also have our usual raffle table.
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REFRESHMENTS
and RAFFLE TABLE
Refreshments are provided by our generous members and not
supplied by the club. For all of you that have
supplied us with good food and beverages, a hearty
“THANK YOU”! Your participation is very much
appreciated. We encourage all members to contribute every little bit counts.
Any member that brings a snack to share will receive a FREE
raffle ticket! Be sure to sign-in at the Welcoming table, but
pick up your ticket at the Raffle Table.

We are looking for a
new refreshment
chairperson…
Would you help?

Support Our Additional Sponsors
TO ALL RECBC MEMBERS
Please show your membership card prior to purchase
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229. Call for
availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby birds to all RECBC
members.
FEATHER FANTASY – (530) 274-7092. POB 730, Chicago Park, CA
95712. MAIL ORDER ONLY. Call for a catalog. 10% off all items except
pet foods.
LAKEWOOD PET – (707) 838-2121. 9084 Brooks Road Dr., Windsor
10% off all supplies except dog & cat food.
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EARLY BIRD ADS
In Home Bird Sitting Service (707) 585-7524
or e-mail Donna Shore at dshore@shorebirds.biz

Bonnie Scheffler (707) 546-1776
Cages for Sale. 3x4x3’, 4x2x3’, 3x5x4’, 3x2x2’. Cages are all
1/2x3” or 1x1” wire. These are breeder cages, can be hung or
put on legs.
Priced from $35.00 to $75.00, depending on size and condition.
Also have extra heavy duty doors and nest boxes available
Birds For Sale: Male Sulfur Crested Cockatoo; Male Blue and
Gold Macaw; Male Greenwing Macaw; Male Goffin Cockatoo;
Breeding Pair Blue Crown Conure and one single Blue Crown
Conure; assorted Amazons, Napes, Double Yellow Heads and
Blue Fronted.
Call for prices and for more info.
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804 For Sale:
6 month old Pineapple Conure Female - $350.00.
Discount for Club Members.

Just a reminder to our members.
Keep in mind when you are thinking of buying a
new bird that many of our members are breeders
and have hand-fed babies. Most breeders have
odd single birds for breeding, if you are looking for
a breeder mate.
Look in your directory and you will see B for
Breeders, and P for Pets in the highlighted
squares. Keep in mind there are seasons for
babies of different species.
Contact the Breeders, give them your phone
number and get on a call back list to be contacted
when the babies are available.
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No plucked birds Please!
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Bonnie Scheffler has Mute Swans for sale.
Call (707) 546-1776
THE FEATHER FARM, INC
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EB Cravens
“What Constitutes a Proven Pair?”
The oft-debated topic of “proven” pairs of captive breeding birds
came up a few weeks ago on one of the avicultural e-mail lists April
and I spend time upon. There was a wide variety of discussion, and
two things became clear as the talk lingered on: 1) Many different
views prevail concerning the true definition of “proven,” and, 2) A
significant number of hobby breeders have spent money purchasing
“proven” pairs which were not exactly all they had been represented
to be.
One long-standing joke in the world of birdkeeping goes something
like this: “What is a pair of breeding birds?” Answer: “Two birds.”
Not funny, huh? Especially when you are on the receiving end of a
pair that turns out to be two males or two females. Granted, it is not
always the fault of the person that sold you the “pair.” Sometimes
they got them from someone else who got them from a friend who
said they were “proven” but had been keeping them in a cage with
several other birds and when they were caught and sold, a mix-up
occurred. By the time they were passed on to you, they were already
being called a pair and that was that!
One suggestion is to always genetically feather sex any pairs you
are going to set up for breeding. In my case, this is not always cost
effective on the more common species of small parrot. So I prefer to
watch the two birds VERY carefully at first to ascertain whether they
actually behave like a bonded male and female.
It cannot be emphasized too much that the buyer needs to do his
homework. Make a few extra phone calls when you are purchasing
that “proven pair” from someone you have never dealt with or do not
know. Does he have good references from someone you trust? Is the
facility recognized as being “clean?”
Also, extremely important are the questions you ask of the breeder
who is selling the birds. Why are you selling a proven pair? When did
they last produce chicks? Do you know who originally raised the
breeding pair? And above all: If they are being sold as proven, this
means proven to do what?
Ah, there’s the kicker…
“Proven pair” can mean many different things to separate aviculturists. Consider this scenario: I am a small hobbyist who emphasizes
natural breeding methods at my facility. I want my proven pairs to
court and feed each other, copulate and lay fertile eggs, set and incubate to term, hatch chicks, then feed the chicks until they are
fledged and weaned or I wish to pull them from the box for handfeed15

ing in the nursery. Now, if I place a call in answer to an advertisement
from a breeding facility on the other side of the country, and I do not
ask a thorough set of questions, then I am liable to end up with a
“proven” pair of birds that has a weak link in this chain, and does not
perform one or more of the parenting tasks I value so highly.
Truly, for some avicultural facilities, which regularly take eggs from
nestboxes, a “proven pair” of birds may be birds that only know how
to copulate and lay fertile eggs. For that breeder’s techniques, this is
sufficiently “proven.” But, should the same pair be purchased and
moved to my hobby aviaries where there is no incubator and no
feeding of day one chicks, the “proven” definition flies out the window. I have just bought myself a questionable pair that may have to
be trained to undertake full parenting skills.
It is interesting how some aviculturists’ meaning of “proven pair”
has been subtly changed down through the years. The classic working
definition was always of the “lay/set/hatch/feed chicks” school. That
was because back in the days of most “ole timers,” there were no
incubators being used—so success in the aviaries depended upon having savvy proven pairs that could do it all.
I have to agree that I still believe that this is the really precise
definition of “proven pair.” Certainly, in the realm of captive avian
species conservation, it is the most useful definition. In the past, I
have known pairs that would lay fertile, but not incubate; pairs that
the hen would try to set tightly, but the male would not feed her;
pairs that the male would feed the hen for months but never court
and copulate; pairs that would ignore the chicks or have no idea what
to do after hatch. I even have run across pairs that one of the birds
was more interested in the species of parrot in the cage next door
because he had been fostered or handfed with a whole group of that
species! Not real useful, I should think, if one is looking to further
captive conservation values by producing chicks with a strong innate
knowledge of their own kind.
So what is to be concluded by all of this? One thinking member of
our chat group suggested that a five-point list of “proven traits” be
created for each breeding pair—depending upon what they are capable of accomplishing.
Everyone agreed that the most essential thing is to make a point of
inquiring about what the supposedly “proven” pair of birds has been
trained to do when going to nest. We tell hobbyists to analyze exactly
what they wish to do at their aviaries, how much work they are willing to put in feeding babies, etc., then try to choose new breeding
pairs which fulfill these requirement’s.
As I mentioned, spend some extra time and do your homework. It
will usually pay off in the long run… Aloha nui loa EB
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be published in
the Directory unless otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping
and breeding cage birds in captivity. To educate members and the general
public in the best care, keeping maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To
support bird conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$32.00

$27.00

$27.00

$22.00

$22.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
P

B

Amazons

P

B

Doves

P

B

Macaws

P

B

African Parrots

P

B

Eclectus

P

B

Parrotlets

P

B

Budgies

P

B

Finches

P

B

Pionus

P

B

Canaries

P

B

Gamebirds

P

B

Ringnecks

P

B

Cockatiels

P

B

Grasskeets

P

B

Rosellas

P

B

Cockatoos

P

B

Lories/Lorikeets

P

B

Australian Parakeets

P

B

Conures

P

B

Lovebirds

P

B

Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair,
toy making party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc. Would you be
interested and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have
any specialized talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!
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REMINDER
Check your mailing
address label for
renewal date.
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