Luxembourg Formular Cards
1870 to 1874

Background
Luxembourg’s postal stationery without a stamp imprint—the so-called “formulars”’—debuted on 1
September 1870. Seven more issues followed, with the last four all appearing in 1874.

The very last formular was issued less than a month before the first postal card appeared on 16 June
1874. Itis identical to the first postal card except for a stamp imprint, and served as a provisional issue
pending delayed delivery of the cliché for Luxembourg’s first postal card.

The formular cards were announced by a decree published in the government gazette
Le Mémorial: Journal Officiel du Grand-Duché de Luxembourg on 24 August 1870, which authorized the
use of the formular cards just eight days later. The decree provided that:
* the formulars would be sold at all post offices and by the mail carriers on their delivery routes at

no extra charge with stamps affixed and for 65 centimes per 100 unfranked.

¢ the domestic rate would be 10 centimes and the rate to the Norddeutsch Bund, the southern
German states, and the Austrian Empire would be 12% centimes. :

Purpose & Content

In this exhibit, each of the eight formulars is showcased. Whenever possible, used cards are shown as
less than 100 used formulars have been recorded. Rates, frankings, plate types, and major varieties are
highlighted, and cards in the best possible condition are displayed.

First Formular Card - 1* Printing — 1 September 1870

Brown-red card stock—100 printed

Type 1 of 4—top of b of beim split Vi i




First Formular Card
1* Printing—1 September 1870—German text

Cardstock color and quantity printed: 10 flesh, 100 brown-red, and 850 brown-yeﬂoﬁ

Brown-red card stock
Type 2 9 7: die instead of fur

1 of 100 Printed
T First Formular Card Second Formular Card
ype German text French text
Thick hyphen; q 1: 3" line ends with et;
1 Topiat s ot batin ot 9 6: 3" line ends with le Wur
1 Thick hyphen; q 1: 3" line ends with et les;

2 STd teat ot 91 6: 3" line ends with le Wur
3 9 1: Latin 1% r in Freimarke Thin hyphen

2 : Thick hyphen; § 1: 3" line ends with et les;
4 9 1: Lakal instead of Lokal 9 6: 3" line ends with fe

9 = paragraph




1* Printing 1 September 1870
Brown yellow card stock

5-centime reduced domestic rate—Effective 1 Jan 1874—Redange to Ettelbriick

l1of2
recorded

REDANGE, 6 FEB 1875 (FRENCH-STYLE DOUBLE-CIRCLE CDS IN VIOLET), TO ETTELBRUCK, WITH
1c AND 4¢ 1865 COLORLESS ROULETTE ARMS DEFINITIVES PAYING THE REDUCED DOMESTIC RATE.




TyrE 1l
TOP OF B OF BEIM
SPUT

REMICH,

2 Fe 1872
(cDS IN BLACK AND
BOXED PD),
TO
DALHEIM,
FRANKED WITH A
10C COLORED
ROULETTE ARMS
DEFINITIVE.

2"® Printing—10 September 1870—German text
Quantity unknown—cream card stock

10-centime domestic rate—1 Sep 1870 to 31 Dec 1873—Remich to Dalheim




e e i e

2" Printing—10 September 1870

6-centime reduced German treaty rate—1 Jul 1872 to 1 Jan 1875—
Luxembourg-Ville to Iserlohn, Germany

LUXEMBOURG VILLE
2JAN 1873,
(cDs GERMAN-
STYLE IN BLACK),
TO
ISERLOHN, GERMANY,
WITH
2CAND 4c 1865
COLORLESS ROULETTE
ARMS DEFINITIVES
PAYING THE
6C GERMAN
TREATY RATE.




Second Formular Card
10 September 1870—French text

Quantity unknown—Cream card stock

Official domestic use shown by manuscript Z.S. —Esch-sur-Alzette to Luxembourg-Ville

TYPE2
THICK HYPHEN;
%1
3% LINE ENDS WITH
ET LES;

91 6: 3% LINE ENDS
le Wur

OFFICIAL STAMPLESS
USE BY THE POST OFFICE
TO NOTIFY THE
LuxemBoURG WORT
NEWSPAPER TO
CONTINUE 40
SUBSCRIPTIONS

TROISVIERGES,
31Dec 1873,
(FRENCH
DOUBLE CIRCLE CDS) TO
LUXEMBOURG VILLE.

Official domestic use (m/s d’office)—Troisvierges to Luxembourg

TypE1l
THICK HYPHEN; ] 1:
3% LINE ENDS WITH ET;
91 6: 3% LINE ENDS WITH
LE WUR

ZS8.=
ZEITUNGSDIENSTSACHE
(NEWSPAPER SERVICE)
OFFICIAL USE BY THE POST
OFFICE TO NOTIFY THE
LuxemBoURG WORT
NEWSPAPER TO ADD TWO
SUBSCRIPTIONS

ESCH-SUR-ALZETTE,
23JAN 1873
(FRENCH DOUBLE-CIRCLE
CDS IN BLACK)

" TO
LUXEMBOURG VILLE.




Second Formular Card—10 September 1870

Official domestic use shown by blue crayon manuscript Z.D.—

TyreE4
THICK HYPHEN
91:3° uNe
ENDS WITH
ET LES;
96:3% UNE

ENDS WITH LE

REMICH,
8 Fes 1876
(BLUE FRENCH
- DOUBLE-CIRCLE CDS)
TRANSIT ANVERS

TO ANVERS (STATION).

9 Fes 1876
(cDs IN BLACK)
FRANKED WITH 10C
- COLORLESS ROULETTE
ARMS DEFINITIVE.

Bettembourg to Luxembourg-Ville

* 10-centime treaty rate to Belgium—effective 1 Jan 1875

TypPe3
THIN HYPHEN
91:3" une

ENDS WITH
ETLES

ZD.=
ZEITUNGSDIENSTSACHE
(NEWSPAPER DELIVERY
BY MAIL)
OFFICIAL USE BY THE POST
OFFICE TO NOTIFY THE
LUXEMBOURG WORT
NEWSPAPER TO SEND ONE
MORE SUBSCRIPTION

BETTEMBOURG,
1JuL1874
(cos oN BACK), TO
LUXEMBOURG VILLE.




Third Formular Card
1 January 1873—German text

Quantity unknown—yellow card stock

6-centime reduced German treaty rate—Clervaux to Trier, Germany

TyrE1l
ORNAMENT BOWS
TOWARD THE BOTTOM

CLERVAUX
28 May 1873
(BLACK FRENCH
DOUBLE-CIRCLE CDS)
TO TRIER, GERMANY,
FRANKED WITH
1C ORANGE AND
1C BROWN COLORED
ROULETTE AND 4C
COLORLESS ROULETTE
ARMS DEFINITIVES.

5-centime reduced domestic rate—Larochette to Luxembourg-Ville

TypE 2
ORNAMENT BOWS
TOWARD THE TOP

LAROCHETTE,

21 June 1874
(GREEN FRENCH-STYLE
cDs), TO
LUXEMBOURG VILLE,
B/s24 Jun 1874,
FRANKED WITH 1C AND
4C COLORED ROULETTE
ARMS DEFINITIVES.




Third Formular Card—1 January 1873 N

6-centime reduced German treaty rate—Luxembourg-Ville to Osann, Germany

Type 3A
ROUND DOT AFTER
LUXEMBURG AND
STRAIGHT ORNAMENT WITH
STAR AND LANCE TIPS.

LUXEMBOURG VILLE
14 Arr 1873
(BLACK SINGLE CIRCLE CDS)
TO
OSANN (PIESPORT),
GERMANY,
FRANKED WITH 2C AND 4C
COLORLESS ROULETTE ARMS
DEFINITIVES.

TYPE 3B
SQUARE DOT
AFTER
LUXEMBURG AND
CENTER OF STAR
OF LANCE UNDER
HU OF
GROSHERZOGTHUM




Fourth Formular Card -
1 February 1873—German text

Quantity unknown—violet card stock
similar to that used for German double cards

Message & Reply Cards

Message Card—Official use shown by m/s Z.5.—Vianden to Luxembourg-Ville

TYPE 1 (variery):
DIVIDING LINE BETWEEN NOTES 1, 2,
AND 3, 4;

91 2: PERIOD MISSING AFTER
BESTIMMT.

Z.S. IN MANUSCRIPT =
ZEITUNGSDEINSTSACHEN
(NEWSPAPER SERVICE),
OFFICIAL USE WITHOUT CDS BY THE
VIANDEN POST OFFICE
TO NOTIFY THE
LUXEMBOURG WORT NEWSPAPER,
POSTED TO
LUXEMBOURG-VILLE,

B/s 31 DEc 1875.

Reply Card—Official use shown by m/s Z.S.—Echternach to Luxembourg-Ville

TYPE 2 (vARiETY)
DECORATIVE LINE BEGINS
UNDER OG OF
GROSHERZOGTUM AND ENDS
CENTERED UNDER L
OF LUXEMBURG

ECHTERNACH,
4JuL 1876,

Z.S. IN MANUSCRIPT =
ZEITUNGSDEINSTSACHEN
(NEWSPAPER SERVICE)
OFFICIAL USE BY THE POST
OFFICE TO NOTIFY THE
LUXEMBOURG WORT
NEWSPAPER,
POSTED TO
LUXEMBOURG V/ILLE.




|

LUXEMBOURG-GARE CDS,

WITH A 10C ARMS DEFINITIVE
PAYING THE 10C POSTCARD

BACKSTAMPED GAND,

GAND STATION, BELGIUM,

RETURNED FRANKED WITH A
BELGIAN 10C DEFINITIVE,

Reverse
reduced

Fourth Formular Card—1 February 1873

Unique Use—Unsevered Pair—Luxembourg Gare to Gand, Belgium, returned to Luxembourg

MEssAGE CARD

1 Dec 1886,

RATE TO BELGIUM,

2 Dec 1886.

RepLY CARD
2 DEC 1886,
RECEIVED IN

LUXEMBOURG
3 Dec 1886.

Sonsdsin. Lot BRL

ERSIFEIwY cEmnE e

Type 1b
11 2: no period after bestimmt.

Unique Use
Although this card was used outside the
1870-1874 formular era, it is the only
example recorded with both halves
attached used from and returned to
Luxembourg.



TyPe3
FLATTOP ON
30F13;

49 (LOWER RIGHT)
UNDER ANC

LUXEMBOURG,

8 MAR 1874,
CDS WITH
HERNIATED PD,
TO
AACHEN, GERMANY,
FRANKED WITH 2C
BLACK AND 4C
GREEN COLORLESS
ARMS DEFINITIVES.

Fifth Formular Card ~
1 January 1874—French text

Quantity unknown—yellow card stock

Type 1
Flat top
on
30fq3;
49 (lower right)
under nda

6-centime Germany treaty rate—Used to Aachen, Germany, in 1874

Only used Fifth Formular Card recorded. Signed “Goebel”.




o

Sixth Formular Card
10 February 1874—German text

Quantity unknown—yellow card stock

Border of black and yellow balls

5-centime reduced domestic rate—Luxembourg-Ville to Bonnevoie

TyPe2

FIRST LINE OF
HEADING IS
70 MM LONG.

TyPE 1

FIRST LINE OF
HEADING IS
77 MM LONG.

LUXEMBOURG €DS
WITH HERNIATED
PD 10 BONNEVOIE,
8SEpP 1874 witH
1c coLORED
ROULETTE AND
4¢ COLORLESS
ROULETTE
FRANKING.

10F2
RECORDED

SIGNED: ‘GOEBEL’




—————— —— e ———

Seventh Formular Card
March 1874—German text

Quantity unknown—yellow card stock

Border changed to black and yellow squares.

Official domestic use shown by manuscript Z.S.—Mersch to Luxembourg-Ville

TyPe4

FIRST LINE OF HEADING
1S 70 MM LONG;
WHITE LOWER LEFT
SQUARE;

THIN VERTICAL BAR
SEPARATES THE TEXT.

TyPE1

FIRST LINE OF HEADING
15 77 MM LONG WITH A
THICK DIVIDING BAR
SEPARATING TEXT.

ZS.=
ZEITUNGSDIENSTSACHE
(NEWSPAPER SERVICE)
OFFICIAL USE BY THE
PosT OFFICE TO NOTIFY
THE LUXEMBOURG
WORT CONCERNING
SUBSCRIPTIONS.

STAMPLESS USE
MERSCH
TO LUXEMBOURG,
5JaN 1875.

SIGNED “GOEBEL”




TYPE 1
Period with dash above
after CORRESPONDANCE

5¢ DOMESTIC USE IN
1874

LUXEMBOURG CDS WITH
HERNIATED PD
19 Aug 1874
Local Use
FRANKED WITH 1C
COLORED ROULETTE AND
2C COLORESS ROULETTE
PAIR AIRMS DEFINITIVES.

Signed: ‘Goebel

Eighth Formular Card—The 1874 Emergency Issue

20 May 1874—German and French

Quantity unknown - Yellow card stock
2 used recorded

TYPE 2
Normal period after
CORRESPONDANCE

6¢ GERMAN TREATY
RATE
USE IN 1875

DIEKIRCH TO
NEUERBERG, GERMANY,
7 Oct 1875, with unique

franking—TWO STRIPS
OF 3 of THE ONE-
CENTIME COLORED
ROULETTES!

ONLY THREE 6c
GERMAN TREATY RATE
USES RECORDED

Signed: ‘Goebel’




PRINTED BY PIERRE
BRUCK, THE LOCAL
LUXEMBOURG-VILLE
PRINTER
WHO PRINTED THE
FIRST POSTAL CARDS.

5¢ DOMESTIC RATE

LUXEMBOURG-VILLE,
20 ArR 1875,
FRANKED WITH

1c BROWN ARMS

COLORED ROULETTE

AND 4C GREEN ARMS

DEFINITIVES,
POSTED TO
MOMPACH.

Signed: ‘Goebel’

Privately Printed Formular Cards
Two Types—Quantities unknown

JOS. GIVER,
AGENT IN
LUXEMBOURG- VILLE

5c DOMESTIC RATE

Luxembourg-Ville,
24 May 1882,
FRANKED WITH A
5c¢ YELLOW ARMS
DEFINITIVE,
POSTED TO
MERSCH.

Signed: ‘Goebel’




