Luxembourg Formular Cards
1870 to 1874

Background
Luxembourg’s postal stationery without a stamp imprint—the so-called “formulars”’—debuted on 1
September 1870. Seven more issues followed, with the last four all appearing in 1874.

The very last formular was issued less than a month before the first postal card appeared on 16 June
1874. Itis identical to the first postal card except for a stamp imprint, and served as a provisional issue
pending delayed delivery of the cliché for Luxembourg’s first postal card.

The formular cards were announced by a decree published in the government gazette
Le Mémorial: Journal Officiel du Grand-Duché de Luxembourg on 24 August 1870, which authorized the
use of the formular cards just eight days later. The decree provided that:
* the formulars would be sold at all post offices and by the mail carriers on their delivery routes at

no extra charge with stamps affixed and for 65 centimes per 100 unfranked.

¢ the domestic rate would be 10 centimes and the rate to the Norddeutsch Bund, the southern
German states, and the Austrian Empire would be 12% centimes. :

Purpose & Content

In this exhibit, each of the eight formulars is showcased. Whenever possible, used cards are shown as
less than 100 used formulars have been recorded. Rates, frankings, plate types, and major varieties are
highlighted, and cards in the best possible condition are displayed.

First Formular Card - 1* Printing — 1 September 1870

Brown-red card stock—100 printed

Type 1 of 4—top of b of beim split Vi i




First Formular Card
1* Printing—1 September 1870—German text

Cardstock color and quantity printed: 10 flesh, 100 brown-red, and 850 brown-yeﬂoﬁ

Brown-red card stock
Type 2 9 7: die instead of fur

1 of 100 Printed
T First Formular Card Second Formular Card
ype German text French text
Thick hyphen; q 1: 3" line ends with et;
1 Topiat s ot batin ot 9 6: 3" line ends with le Wur
1 Thick hyphen; q 1: 3" line ends with et les;

2 STd teat ot 91 6: 3" line ends with le Wur
3 9 1: Latin 1% r in Freimarke Thin hyphen

2 : Thick hyphen; § 1: 3" line ends with et les;
4 9 1: Lakal instead of Lokal 9 6: 3" line ends with fe

9 = paragraph




1* Printing 1 September 1870
Brown yellow card stock

5-centime reduced domestic rate—Effective 1 Jan 1874—Redange to Ettelbriick

l1of2
recorded

REDANGE, 6 FEB 1875 (FRENCH-STYLE DOUBLE-CIRCLE CDS IN VIOLET), TO ETTELBRUCK, WITH
1c AND 4¢ 1865 COLORLESS ROULETTE ARMS DEFINITIVES PAYING THE REDUCED DOMESTIC RATE.







