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Thank you to all the people who have contributed to this
edition, as well as our managers, activities directors, and
coordinators.

Bill & Lois Brimmer
Now that the season is upon us, Lois and I are looking forward
to the snowbirds returning after a long absence.
We have been working all summer to improve the park.
Some of our projects include upgrades to the electric, water,
drainage and grounds. We have a couple of major projects in
the works that may not be started until after the arrival of our
winter residents.
To all of you traveling from the north, we wish you a safe
journey and to those of you who are not returning, you will
be sorely missed. Best wishes to you all!

Prudy and Dave Hodsdon
by Prudy Hodson
December is a very busy month! There are a lot of different
activities listed on the calendar. Please note that these dates
and times are subject to change. Make sure you come to coffee
on Friday mornings and also check the bulletin boards. Chuck
and I try to keep things from changing but ………
Line dancing will start the first Tuesday in December, from
10:00 to 11:30 a.m. Mellie from Hacienda has agreed to be our
instructor.
Please come and see me in the activity’s office, or you can
see me at my home, 10710 Amazon Creek, if you have any new
activities or ideas. My phone number is 603-312-1461.
Merry Christmas to all and a Happy and Healthy New Year!!

HALL DECORATIONS
The hall decorations will be put up right after the Friday morning meeting on December 3. Your help is always appreciated!
TREE LIGHTING AND COOKIES
We will kick off our holiday activities on Sunday, December 5,
at 6:00. Bring a batch of your favorite cookies to share as we
light our Christmas tree and enjoy the concert presented by
the Riverview High School Choir! The concert will begin at 7:00.
Please bring a non-perishable food item.
DECORATED GOLF CART PARADE
Dress your wheels in its most festive attire! The parade will be
held on Saturday, December 18, beginning at 6:00. Everyone
should meet near the pavilion. The winner will be announced
at the Christmas Party – but you don’t have to attend the party
to participate in the parade! We will find you!
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Music will be provided by Midlife Crisis Entertainers. We had a
great time with them at the Halloween Party, and are excited
for their return! The party will be held on Saturday, December
18, from 7:00 to 9:30. Tickets are $5.00 and can be purchased
in advance. Prudy will have tickets at Friday morning meetings,
or see her in her office.
HOLIDAY DECORATIONS
On December 19 our Rice Creek judges will be surveying the
park for the home that best displays its Christmas spirit! It
doesn’t matter if your home is mobile or stationary, all will be
judged equally. Are there prizes you ask? Why yes of course!
You will be amazed!
CAROLS
The high school carolers will be back to sing our favorite Christmas songs on December 19, at 6:30. They do a terrific job!
CHAPEL
December 24th - Christmas Eve service at 7:00 p.m.
December 25th – Christmas gift swap at 9:00 a.m. Bring a
$5.00 gift.
CHRISTMAS DINNER
Will be held at 3:00 on Christmas Day. Please be sure to sign up!
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
Will be held from 8:00 to midnight. Music will be provided by
John Hill. Tickets are $10.00 per person and can be purchased
in advance. Prudy will have tickets at Friday morning meeting,
or see her in her office.
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EDITORIAL

By: Doug and Robin Vaughan
This is our first newsletter, and we are trying to fill the
very large shoes left by Sharon Bruce – I don’t mean she
had big feet, just that she did such a great job as editor for
many years, and she is a tough act to follow! We have some
ideas that will be incorporated; some may end up being a
great addition, and some you may never see again after this
month. We hope you will not hesitate to give us feed-back
so that we can present you with a newsletter that you look
forward to and enjoy reading. Also, we want to apologize in
advance for the lack of a Canadian presence in this month’s
newsletter. We’ll be contacting you when you get here!
Doug and I have lived in Florida for almost 30 years. We
retired 6 years ago and began our retirement by moving
into our RV full time. We traveled for several years. Then
grandkids happened and our plans for living the six and six
life took a u-turn. We were gone for just over five months
our last year traveling and I got a call from my then 5 year
old grandson asking “Granny, when are you coming home?
You’ve been gone so long!” Yep! Cried me a river over that
one! We are so blessed to have both our children (are they
still called children when they’re in their 40’s?) (we still pay
the check when we go out to dinner therefore, I will call them
children), and our four grandchildren living nearby! Hence,
our purchase of the Sullivan’s place just over a year ago. We
love this park and have made really great friends! We are

looking forward to the opportunity to make more friends
when our neighbors to the north return to Rice Creek.
Several of our long-time winter residents have decided,
for health reasons or otherwise, not to return to Rice Creek
this season. They will be sorely missed not only as friends,
but for their contributions to our winter activities. We hope
they will keep in touch! Many new residents have moved
into the park, who are here for extended stays related to their
employment. We welcome you and hope you will partake in
the many activities planned for this season.
The pandemic threw us all for a loop. One day we were
all enjoying our daily activities and the beautiful Florida
weather, the next a huge black cloud hung over us. Our
lives were forever changed. Here, in the park, we had our
groceries delivered, and were happy to find out that Total
Wine made home deliveries! We disinfected our mail and
hand washed our clothes. We didn’t leave the park for weeks
at a time. It is our hope that we can all adapt to the changes
necessitated by the pandemic. Doug and I have faith that we
can all work together to implement the changes, resurrect
some traditions, and ultimately have a great time this winter!
During this Holiday Season and beyond, we wish you all
good health, happiness, and the love of family and friends!
Merry Christmas and the Happiest of New Years!

New Addition To
Pavilion/Picnic Area

We are now the proud owners of a brand new 6 burner gas grill, thanks to our Activity Directors and our Rice Creek managers. The grill has its own crib thanks to Katie Hodsdon, Laura and Bobby Zinkand and Mr. Hotdog Floyd. This grill is for
anyone to use. See Prudy to reserve the grill. There will be a $20.00 deposit. After your use of the grill, it will be inspected
and the deposit refunded to you if the grill is found to be clean and have no damage. Enjoy!!!
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BULLETIN BOARD

By: Floyd Anderson
Come and get it! Check the boards or the calendar for the
dates and times. Inflation hasn’t hit this crowd favorite! For
just $2.00 you still get 2 hot dogs, chips and a drink. You
can’t beat that deal!

At the back of the hall. Post notes on 3”x5” cards. Write
date posted on card. This board will be checked and kept
neat. The cards will be removed every two months. For more
information see Prudy.

Friday Morning Meeting

Coffee and donuts at 7:45 a.m. Information meeting at
8:30 a.m. This is the place to find out what is happening
in the park and any changes to scheduled events. All are
encouraged to attend.

Library

Thank-you Lee Pressley for taking on the role of Library
Coordinator. She is looking for a couple of volunteers to help
out. Please call Lee at 813-203-0769.

LADIES TEA

By: Debbie Ashman
The Annual Rice Creek Ladies’Tea will be held on Thursday,
December 10, 2021, at 2:00 p.m. in the hall. The price of
admission this year will be a book and a toy for a boy/girl,
ages 4-12.
Due to pandemic conditions, and the recommendations
from the CDC, there will be a few changes from previous
years:
1.
Attendance will be limited to 50 people.
2.
Signup is on a first come first served basis.
3.
If you have not been vaccinated, you must wear a
		
mask.
Please bring your teacup and saucer. If you have a teapot
we can borrow please let me know and I’ll provide more
information at a later time.
Signup sheets for the various committees will be posted
in the back of the hall. If you have any questions, please see
me.

BREAKFAST

By: Scott Denson
Please check the
boards or the calendar for the dates,
times, and menus.

BINGO

By: Paul Albert
Every Thursday nickel bingo begins at 6:00 pm. 25 nickels,
5 dimes and 6 quarters is all you need for this entertaining
night. If you want, add a dollar for each “jug” ticket. The prizes
are not huge, but it promises to be a fun night!
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Sunday service starts at 9:00 a.m., all are
welcome!
Cathy Peters
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TRIVIA CORNER
How many can you answer correctly? You are playing for
pride not prize!
1. What team won the first two super bowls?
a.
Chicago Bears
b.
Dallas Cowboys
c.
Green Bay Packers

5. In 1959, Miles Davis released what many consider the
greatest jazz album ever. What is it called?
a.
Back in Black
b.
Pretty in Pine
c.
Deep Purple
d.
Kind of Blue

2. In Canadian football, a team can score a point by kicking
the ball untouched into the other team’s endzone. What is
that play called?
a.
Blanc
b.
Bleu
c.
Rouge
d.
Verde

Christmas Trivia

3. Why was there no winner of the 1919 Stanley Cup?
a.
Flu Epidemic
b.
Player Strike
c.
World War I
d.
The cup didn’t exist until 1920

6. When was the term “Xmas” invented?
7. Canada, the U.K. and most other commonwealth countries
officially celebrate the day after Christmas as what day?
8. Who created Rudolph the Reindeer?
9. Christmas was once illegal. True or False
10. Why is Christmas celebrated in December?
(answers on page 14)

4. How many seasons did Star Trek run?
a.
Six
b.
Four
c.
Seven
d.
Five
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU

By: Dana Crosby
This month, I spoke
with Jackie Kimball.
Jackie and her husband Howard were
married in 1957. They
spent most of their
early life together in
New Hampshire. They
had two daughters
and a son. Jackie told
me that when the children were younger,
one of their favorite
places to go was the
beach. She wasn’t
overly fond of the
beach, and frankly
hated sand, but endured for the sake of
the children. Imagine
her surprise when after one of their beach
vacations Howard announced that he thought it would be a
good idea to buy rental property. Well, one turned into several. Jackie found herself in the position of interacting with
tenants and preparing the properties being rented, while
Howard was the handy man. They had the rental properties
for several years.
One of Howard’s dreams was to travel the United States
from coast to coast. After he retired, they purchased the
first of their six motorhomes. Over the next 20 years, they
traveled from coast to coast, and Canada as well. Jackie has
many fond memories of their travels.
Jackie and Howard made their first trip to Rice Creek in
1988. Howard was out walking and came upon Aba Hudson,
who was carrying a trumpet case. Howard asked why he
was carrying it and was told there was a group of people in
the park who got together and played music. Howard was
very excited! He played the trumpet himself. The band was
originally known as the sympathy band, and then went on
to become the RhyThmaires. Jackie loved to sing and performed mostly with the Rice Creek country band, though she
sometimes sang with the RhyThmaires. Howard and Jackie
continued their annual visits to Rice Creek. In 2008, they
purchased their home and became permanent residents.
Sadly, Howard passed away three years ago.
Jackie is a very talented knitter. She acted as the needle
work coordinator for the park for many years. She still makes
beautiful afghans and can often be found with needles in
hand!
She has seen many changes in the park over the years, met
many people and made good friends. She says the people
and the food are the best parts of Rice Creek!
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Hero Salute

By: Robin Vaughan
Our hero salute for
this month goes out
to Mitch Ashman.
Mitch spent 33 years
with the City of Detroit Fire Department.
In 1970, after four
years in the military
and a couple of interim jobs, Mitch successfully completed
all of the prerequisite
testing, and was selected to attend the
City Detroit Fire Academy. At the end of his
initial probationary
period, Mitch was approached by his Chief,
who asked him if he was happy in his job. Mitch replied
that he was indeed happy, to which his Chief responded
“Kid, you’ve found a home”. Mitch rose through the ranks
over the course of his career and was ultimately promoted
to Senior Fire Captain.
“On a slow day, we would respond to only two or three
fires.” Mitch told me that the fire department always worked
under a limited budget. Therefore, he and his fellow firefighters filled in as they were needed on any given shift. They
always had each other’s back. The most important thing
was to make sure that everyone got home safe. “We were a
family.” If someone needed help on a project away from the
fire station, it went without saying that everyone showed up.
Shift work is hard on a firefighter’s family. “My wife’s only
adversary was the Detroit Fire Department.” Mitch is very
grateful for the support he received from his wife, Debbie.
He said “the hardest part of the job was getting up on Sunday
morning to go to work when your wife wants you to stay”.
Fire service is a tough job, but Mitch said he would do it all
over again. I say, thank you Mitch for your service and your
bravery. It takes a special person to be a firefighter, and you
are obviously a very special person!
If you know of anyone who would like to be featured in this
article in future editions, please contact me at 813-217-1141
or email me at robinavaughan@gmail.com.
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Golf At Bloomingdale
Golfers Club

SHUFFLEBOARD

By: Jack Boeing 859-391-2751
Sign up sheet in the hall. A coordinator is needed for
Mondays. We’re not sure of the times:
		
Mondays around 8:30 a.m.
		
Wednesdays 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

Horse Shoes

By: Bill Mautino
ATTENTION ALL HORSESHOE PLAYERS! We will be pitching
on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings at 9:00 a.m.
You do not have to have your own shoes to participate. If
you have any questions, please call me at 412-913-4634.

By: Dave Hodsdon
We will play on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings
at 9:00 a.m. I’m hoping that with the return of our Canadian
friends we will get back to our normal participation. This
past summer we got together with Hacienda and played on
Tuesday and Saturday on their courts, and Thursday on our
courts. We had enough turnout for two or three courts.
If anyone is interested in learning to play, please call me
at 603-641-6673. We have a great time and even get a little
exercise!

Bowling

DID YOU KNOW?

By: Doug Vaughan
Did you know that the Tampa Shrimp docks are open to
the public? You can buy sweet wild caught Gulf of Mexico
pink shrimp right at the docks.
Shrimp are one of the most widely-consumed seafoods.
Unfortunately, in a race to find the lowest price, most supermarkets have been flooded with shrimp from Southeast Asia,
where regulations are few and quality control is suspect. The
Versaggi family has been shrimping since 1912. They own
six boats that spend as much as 30 days at a time at sea in
the Gulf of Mexico. The shrimp are flash-frozen on the boat.
Most of the catch is sold to Tampa’s seafood distributors,
however they do keep some of their fresh catch in small
freezers inside the “fishhouse” to sell to the public. CASH
ONLY!
If one of your family traditions is eating seafood on Christmas Eve, give the shrimp a try. We have been buying our
shrimp from Versaggi Shrimp Company for many years.
They are located at 2633 Causeway Blvd., Tampa, FL 33619.
Telephone: 813-248-5089. They are open from 8:00 to 6:00
Monday through Friday, and from 9:00 to 3:00 on Saturday.
They are closed on Sunday.
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By: Nancy Ferdinandsen
WELCOME BACK
Time to dust off your bowling ball and shoes so we can
start having fun at The Alley.
We will be bowling on Tuesdays at The Alley on Big Bend
Rd. Bowling starts at 1:00 p.m. sharp. Get there early and
you’ll have a chance to warm up before you throw the ball
down that loooooong alley.
Everyone is welcome to come and have fun. We don’t care
if you bowl 69 or 169 as long as we have some laughs along
the way.
There is a sign-up sheet at the back of the hall. Don’t forget
to add your phone number when you signup. I will get in
touch with you if we have any changes. There is also a sample
of how the colored pins work. On your first day you will get
a bowling alley credit card. The Alley will put “BIG BUCKS”
on it if you are able to knock down the colored pin.
Any questions call 586-871-5333.
Looking forward to another GREAT YEAR!

Euchre Fun Night

By: Cathy Peters
Will be held on Friday, December 3, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. in the hall.

Yard Games

Bocce ball, ladder ball and corn hole games are available
for your use and are located in the library.
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EVENTS GONE BY
Halloween Dance

Everyone enjoyed our first major function since the onset of COVID for Halloween with music from The Midlife Crisis Entertainers. The winners for best costumes were Mitch & Debbie Ashman, and Bobby & Laura Zinkard.

The Midlife Crisis Entertainers

Mitch & Debbie Ashman

Bobby & Laura Zinkard
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EVENTS GONE BY
A Tribute To Johnny Cash

A great time was had by all as we were entertained by
talented singer Bill Forness.
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RECIPES
This is a knock-off of the lemon butter sauce recipe Carrabba’s uses in their
shrimp scampi. One of the reviews I read was by a Carrabba’s employee who
said it is the exact recipe. Try it with some of those sweet pink Gulf of Mexico
shrimp!
This recipe serves 2:
2
Tablespoons clarified butter
2
Tablespoons finely chopped yellow onions
2
Tablespoons finely chopped garlic
4
Tablespoons fresh lemon juice
2
Tablespoons dry white wine
		
Salt
		
Pepper
2
Tablespoons cold butter
To clarify butter, melt ½ stick of butter over low heat. When melted, remove
from hear and set aside for several minutes to allow the milk solids to settle
to the bottom. Skim the clear (clarified) butter from the top, and discard the
sediment. This can be done ahead of time.
To make the sauce, heat clarified butter, add the onion and garlic, and saute
until transparent. Add lemon juice and white wine, and season to taste with
salt and pepper. Simmer 2-3 minutes to reduce liquid. Remove from the heat
and swirl in the cold butter until the sauce is smooth and emulsified.
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Try this White Christmas Martini. My family enjoys this cocktail each holiday season!
2 ounces vanilla vodka
2 ounces white chocolate liqueur
1 ounce white crème de cacao
1 ounce half-and-half
Fill a cocktail shaker with ice, add ingredients, shake vigorously and strain into a martini glass. SIDE NOTE: I substitute 1 ounce
of clear crème de menthe for the crème de
cacao. Yummy!

Page 13

LAUGHS, SMILES
and GIGGLES
By: Bunny Connor
*Your wife says you never buy her flowers, is that true? Me:
To be honest, I never knew she sold flowers.
*I see people about my age mountain climbing; I feel good
getting my leg through my underwear without loosing my
balance.
I’m at that age where my mind still thinks I’m 29 but my
humor suggest I’m 12.
We all get heavier as we get older, because there’s a lot of
information in our heads. That’s my story and I’m sticking to
it.

By: Bunny Connor
When I was school aged, keep in mind this was in the early
1930s, I lived in the country. Not only did we walk to school
but it was a one room school. That meant for eight grades we
had eight rows of seats and each row was a different grade.
Try concentrating when something different was always
going on. Add to that the fact that I could just barely see
the blackboard. That problem was corrected by glasses at
eight years of age. You learned quickly to tune out anything
around you. To this day I still don’t know if I haven’t heard
something or wasn’t listening enough. To get back to the
school, we had outhouses. It was awful in winter if you had
to go. You had to put-on your boots, coat, mittens, hat and
hope you made it in time. Speaking of winter, naturally we
had to walk three miles to school. If the weather was real
bad Mr. McFarland (the teacher and principal) couldn’t get
to the school to open up. We would wait with all the other
children and finally give up and go home when the poor
man didn’t show up. Yeah! A day off! Didn’t happen very
often. Remember we were young and the cold didn’t seem
to bother us. I drove by my old school in Pennsylvania this
summer. They have preserved the old school by building an
enormous school all around the original one. It is now quite
large and beautiful. The outhouses are gone and now there
is a state-of-the-art playground.

Trivia answers:

1.
C
2.
C
3.
A
4.
C
5.
D
6.
Back in the mid-1500s. The Greek Letter X, is
the firstletter in the Greek word for Christ.
7.
Boxing Day
8.
Robert L. May in 1939, when he wrote a Christmas-themed story-poem to attract customers to his
department store.
9.
True. From 1659 to 1681 the Puritans officially
outlawed celebrating Christmas.
10.
It is believed that Christians chose the month
and date to celebrate Jesus’s arrival to replace a series of
pagan celebrations held at that time.
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