Pop quiz, 


what is the first meal mentioned in scripture?  


What feast changed the way that the world viewed the power of food?  

While Israel has many which have become feasts, 


including one on this night of Passover, 

walking further back through the forefathers, 

back through Noah, 


we finally end up in chapter 3 in Genesis, 



with the first recorded meal.  

If you have had a dinner party that did not go as planned, 


remember, 



it will never be as bad as the first one.  

Read Genesis 3:1-19.

Not an ideal situation.  


You pick a meal that not only is forbidden to serve, 



but gets you kicked out of the country, 



curses your family for generations to come, 



and places a rift between you and your parent.  


Not exactly something Martha Stuart would write home about.  

Despite meals and sacrificial offerings for millenia, 


nothing really could change the damage done in that meal.  

Until this night, 


closing in on the 1500th Passover meal, 



when Jesus did something a little different.  

He sat down with his disciples 


as we will recount soon, 

after washing their feet upon entering, 


and told them he was offering them his body 


and shedding his blood for the forgiveness of sins.  

In this meal we are celebrating tonight, 


Jesus undid the damage of that first meal recorded in scripture.  

He did it in a way that we would not expect.  


In the first meal, 



it was the forbidden fruit.  


In this meal, 



it is with the most common elements of grains of the earth 




and fruit of the vine.  


Not forbidden fruit, 


but common elements, 



both of which were plentiful 




when Adam and Eve were up to picking the scandalous menu.  

It is a meal that is in invitation back into right standing with God.  

It is a meal that removes the curse upon our lives.  

Most importantly, 


it is a meal that removes the barriers between a father and their children.  

What I would like to look at this evening, 


is the effects this meal has on our lives after the resurrection.  

So in Luke, 


another pop quiz, 

what is the first recorded meal 


post resurrection?  

It is on Easter Sunday, 


on the road to Emmaus.  

It is in this story, 


that we hear how much the world has changed, 



because of the new covenant Jesus brought into reality 




starting with this meal.

Read Luke 24:13-35

I would again like to use the Highlight Magazine method 


of seeing what is the same 


and what is different 



between these two stories.  

Luke has intentionally used the Genesis story to shape the story.  


There is a couple out in creation.  


They are approached by a third party 



that asks them questions about their understanding of reality.  


The questioner helps them see something they had not considered before 



from their own responses, 




and then invites them to a meal.  


They take part in the meal 



and it is not coincidence that both Luke 24:31 and Genesis 3:7 read, 




“And their eyes were opened.”  


Then with open eyes, 



their reality is changed 



and the consequences of the meal ripple out over history.  

That is what is the same between the two meals. 

What is different is life changing 


and life giving.  

Adam and Eve's name mean “man” 


and “mother of all living.”  

Sticking with the theory that Cleopas' partner's name is Mary, 


you have two names meaning “of a renowned father” 


and  “their rebellion.”  

Which actually sums up what Adam and Eve did 

and Cleopas and Mary are now fulfilling Adam and Eve's role.  


Their rebellion of a renowned father 



is done away with 


so that they might be the man and mother of all living.  



Life is returning with this meal.  

In our Genesis account, 


it is Satan, 


the serpent, 



that is asking questions about what God has done.  

In Luke's account, 


it is God himself in Jesus, 



asking what God has done.  

Showing the difference between knowing who is asking you questions 


and what their motives are matters.  

In both, 


they are asking probing, 


mind activating questions.  

But one is activating pride and self reliance 

and the other is stirring up hope 


and dreams of a different life where God reigns.  

So be aware of the source of your internal questions.  


Gaining wisdom helps with this 



according to every page of Proverbs.

Satan leads Eve to consider eating the forbidden fruit 


so that they might have knowledge of Good and Evil.  

Jesus' questions 

and then explanations 


lead Mary and Cleopas to see 



that all of scripture points to what has happened the past three days 




to set the story on solid ground again.  



How the savior had to suffer these things, 




so that God's glory might become a reality.  


God's glory was at stake in both situations, 



the outcome changed because of the Last Supper.

The conclusion of the questioning leads to a meal.  


One of forbidden fruit, 


the other of common bread.  

But no matter the meal, 


the result is the same, 



“There eyes are opened.”  

When Adam and Eve's eyes are opened, 


they see that they are naked 


and are ashamed and hide from God.  

When Cleopas and Mary's eyes are opened, 


they realize that God has been their with them the whole time 


and their hearts were burning within them, 



from what I will assume is joy 




in place of the shame.

Are you starting to see how this meal, 


as Jesus initiated a new covenant 



has changed the way that life works?  

If not, 


look at the consequences that follow.  

After the first meal, 


childbirth becomes painful, 


manual labor hard, 


snakes walk on their bellies, 


and man is in a broken relationship with himself, 



other humans, 



creation, 



and God.  

As Mary and Cleopas engage in the first meal of Jesus 


since his Last Supper, 

the Kingdom of God is now firmly established 


as death has been conquered, 



and man is realizing that God is no longer distant, 



the fracture of the relationship between us and God is healed, 




which means there is hope 





for the relationships between us and each other, 





ourselves 





and us with creation.  

Instead of God being distant, 


as this scene and the one that follow show, 

God is actually right there in the room with us, 


if our eyes are open to see.

Paul had eyes to see this, 


as in Romans 5 he spends multiple paragraphs talking about 



how Jesus is the new Adam 




and how life came through Jesus 




instead of the death that came through Adam.  


It is this reversal that we need to hear this night.  



It is the reversal of not just an issue that came up with the Israelites, 



or the family of Abraham.  


It is an issue that was there from the very beginning.  

This meal on Passover was the first step 


to setting all things right, 



so that we could be in a right 



and loving relationship with our God, 




Lord, 




and Creator again.

As we approach the table 


and remember what Jesus did, 

I hope you also realize you are approaching


 to remember what Jesus is doing.  

That your eyes will be opened 


and you will realize that the suffering you have endured 



was not in vain, 



but was used by God for his glory.  


That you will renew your commitment to living into this new life that Jesus offers 



and leave behind the world in which Adam's choice placed you.  


That you will see that you are to do this, 



not by your own power, 




but by the body that Jesus freely offers you 




and the blood that puts you in a right relationship with yourself, 





each other, 





creation, 





and most importantly the Triune God himself.

Let us prepare our hearts to approach God, 


so that our eyes might be opened to see God here with us.
