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1 Background 
I very rarely delete anything in Teamcenter.  This is down to the complexity of the process and the 
fact its fraught with danger! So, rather than deleting any revisions created by mistake users have to 
use the ‘Obsolete Revised in Error’ Workflow which sets it to Obsolete, and creates a PDF with an 
OBSOLETE watermark. 
 
The problem is SolidWorks and the workflow in Teamcenter report that there is a later revision 
available to the user. In TC there is a later version available, SW and TC don’t know that because its 
Obsolete it should be ignored. 
 
This document outlines how I modify the Creation Date to an earlier date (this drives the revision 
order) so that it appears before rev 00.  This means that in SW and when using the Issued workflow it 
won’t report that there is a later revision available. 
 

 
 
There are other ways to achieve this, but this solution serves us best. 
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2 Transfermode and xsl 
 
A new TransferMode has been created – IE_Revision_Export_Obsolete. It has to be a unique 
transfermode as there is an xsl stylesheet applied. 

 
 
The Closure Rule has Secondary Object as Item.  I’m not expecting to find an Item, but I need to fill in 
this field. 
 

 
 
The Property Set lists ie4_STATUS_MAP which is the status compounded to the revision. 
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The xsl stylesheet IE_Revision_Obsolete.xsl: 
 

 
This is uploaded to TC using the following syntax from a TC sourced cmd: 
plmxml_tm_edit_xsl -u=userid -p=password -g=dba -transfermode=IE_Revision_Export_Obsolete -
action=attach -xsl_file=IE_Revision_Obsolete.xsl 
 
To test, create a new session of TC and export 2 revisions, where one of them is Obsolete: 
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The resultant xml file is transformed by the xsl to produce a text file which only lists obsolete 
revisions: 

 
Note: The xsl adds the header line and we have added folder instructions for IPS to be able move it. 
 
Without the xsl applied to the xml, the file would like this: 
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3 Workflow 
 

3.1 PIE-export-to-plmxmfile 
 

 
 

• ‘Context’ is the transfermode created earlier 

• ‘file’ is a location on the server 

• Result is an Export.txt file that has been formatted by the xsl mentioned earlier 
 

3.2 EPM-invoke-system action 
 

 
 

• CreateDate.bat is located on the server 
 
The workflow can be a bit slow to complete as its waiting for the .bat file to complete.   
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3.3 IPS 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The bat file does the following: 

1. Sets the credentials for IPS (-u= -p= -g=dba) 
2. Sets the TC cmd source information (TC_ROOT, TC_DATA & tc_profilevars) 
3. IPS in folder mode to copy the Item to a folder listed in the file: 

 
 

4. IPS in ITEMS mode to set the Create Date listed in the Export: 

 
 

5. Renames the Export.txt, Folder.log & Date.log files to include the time and date and moves 
them to the Completed folder: 
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3.4 Result 
 
In Teamcenter, the Item has been moved to the Obsolete Create Date folder and its date has been 
set to an early date so that it is listed 1st: 
 

 
 
The user DBA also receives an email notifying them that a revision has been through this workflow. 
 
No doubt this could be re-written to use PLMXML to set the date and move to a folder, but we have 
IPS and I find it very easy to use. 
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