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The Grave is Overwhelmed

by Barbara Cross, Vision Editor
“I will rise, when He calls my name… No more sorrow, no more pain.” The lyrics from
this familiar Chris Tomlin song echoed through the sanctuary of Cross of Grace Lutheran
Church in New Palestine, Indiana, where friends and loved ones had gathered to say
farewell to Phil Jacoby. No one could hold back the tears as the video played, and Phil
himself sang to us from beyond the grave, “I can say, ‘it is well.’” What a powerful testimony of the grace of our resurrected Savior. His sacrifice for our sin has triumphed over
the power of death. The lyrics continued...
			
			
			
			

Jesus has overcome
And the grave is overwhelmed
The victory is won
He is risen from the dead

continued on page 2
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(continued from page 1)
It was a deeply thought-provoking experience for
me as I looked around the room. So many familiar faces
of fellow believers grieving the death of this amazinglytalented musician. Phil had so blessed our church with
his music while he was at Northside, yet he struggled
with the weight of this fallen world on his shoulders. He
loved Jesus. He loved music. We loved him.
My mind took me back to The Indianapolis Easter
Celebration hosted at Clowes’ Hall 15 years ago. (For
several years we held our Easter services there so we
could all fit into one service.) Phil took the stage and
sang “I Can Only Imagine.” He is living that song right
now as he is in the presence of Jesus.
At the end of the memorial service, I hugged a
friend I hadn’t seen in a while and wondered aloud, “I
know we won’t have funerals in Heaven, but I think it
will be like this, reconnecting with loved ones who know
Jesus, praising Him together.” (But without the tears.)
There’s a “part two” to my deep thoughts from Phil’s
funeral. Seeing former Northsiders who have moved on
into new churches and ministries reminded me that
our church has been an incubator for some incredibly-gifted ministers and missionaries. Gary, Rusty and
Tony were there. God continues to use them to build
His Kingdom. God continues to call out pastors and
missionaries from among us as He did in the past. Just
last month, our former Associate Pastor, Steve McNeil,
was selected to lead the State Convention of Baptists
in Indiana. Also in March, we said goodbye to Asa, our
youth pastor, praying that God will greatly bless, grow
and use him in Portland, Oregon.
There’s a human tendency to mourn the “glory
days” of Northside as being behind us. I’ve been here
since the mid nineties, so I fall into that pit myself, remembering big productions, multiple services, and trying to find a free space in the packed parking lot.
A few years ago, my attention was drawn to a passage in the book of Ezra, chapter 3:
“And all the people shouted with a great shout
when they praised the LORD, because the
foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.
But many of the priests and Levites and heads
of fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the
first house, wept with a loud voice when they
saw the foundation of this house being laid…”
It seems the old folks in this passage were remembering
the glory of Solomon’s temple and weeping because
the new foundation paled in comparison. Little did
these nostalgic men realize, the foundation was being
laid for the temple that would someday witness the arrival of the Messiah.
As I think of Northside’s past, it holds a splendid history of visionaries who planted a church in “pioneer
territory” in 1963. A few years ago, we celebrated that
history on our 50th anniversary as a church. But there
have been dark days in our past. Scandal,
disagreements and division have scattered
some like seeds that fell among the weeds,
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on rocky ground, or where the birds devoured them.
Some who’ve remained behind still harbor bitterness.
By God’s grace, we need to continually seek His Spirit
to reign in the life of Northside, rather than allowing that
which is earthly, unspiritual and demonic to have control. James 3:17-18 reminds us, “But the wisdom from
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace
by those who make peace.”
Present-day Northside ministers to the community.
The glamorous productions of the past have given way
to humble ministries such as our food pantry, neighborhood life groups and outreach events like picnics and
Easter egg hunts. In March, Northsiders turned out by
the score to serve with local charities on our first (of
hopefully many) Family Day of Service. God has given
our congregation a desire to minister to the hungry, lost
and hurting people of Indianapolis.
We are blessed with pastors who preach the Gospel, teach the Bible and shepherd our local body of
believers. The things that feed a church are all freely
available. As this issue of The Vision is being published,
we are experiencing one of our regular Prayer Marathons hosted by our Prayer Team. Prayer is such a spiritual catalyst. It breathes life into the body. Without this
connection to the Lord, our labor would be in vain.
Our present state also involves a host of volunteers
who work behind the scenes. Micah, our Facility Manager, has a core team working throughout the week to
keep our building in good working order. Our Children’s
Ministry and Student Ministry have both been undergirded by selfless workers who have stepped in to fill the
gaps. We have a host of ministry teams meeting and
planning to ensure our finances, personnel, ministry positions and congregation are all receiving needed attention.
What does the future hold for Northside? We see
that God continues to draw people to our church. People are hearing the Gospel, believing in Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior and following Him in baptism. We trust
that God will continue to grow the Church. We seek to
be faithful and bloom where He has planted us.
Will you commit to pray for God to use our church
in a new and mighty way? As I began this article writing
about a memorial service, I’d like to end it speaking of
resurrection. The Bible tells us in Romans 8:11
“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.”
Our hope as believers and as a body of believers
is ultimately in our Savior, the Resurrected Christ. The
grave is overwhelmed. He is risen from the dead!
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Why Study Church History? Because You Might Go to Hell if You Don’t

by Nicholas Piotrowski, Associate Pastor of Theological Development
Okay, so of course I do not believe that knowledge of (4) Similarly, history is like a conversation. We’ll understand our own doctrine better and how to articulate
Church History is a prerequisite for entering the Kingdom.
it today, if we know what has already been said.
But here is what I mean. In John 8:24 Jesus said “unless
There is nothing like joining a conversation midyou believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” Here
stream; you feel lost. Well, understanding our own
Jesus is claiming to be God (for clear confirmation on
theology is helped by knowing how the conversation
this see later in the same chapter, John 8:58–59). But
over such things has gone before.
how is he God? He’s a man. How can he be God also?
And doesn’t he call his “Father” God (John 8:54)? Does
that make two gods? Thought there was just one God. (5) Relatedly, it helps us understand God better. What
has he been providentially doing over the millenHow should we think about this? Well, we don’t need
nia? Think of the study of Church History as a study
to, nor should we, imagine any new conceptions in this
of God’s sovereignty!
arena. The early church thought long and hard and
discussed and debated the right way to talk about the
Trinity. And over the years, our forbearers have been (6) It can provide moral guidance. We can see the
proven right time and time again. Yet, many today
good things the church and individuals have done
and ask whether we are living up to the same. We
greatly misunderstand the Trinity, and the result is that
can also see the bad things they’ve done and ask
they also come up with a different gospel. That’s right,
why they did that and how might we be tempted
tinkering with the Trinity has always been a prelude to
to the same.
tinkering with the gospel. Moreover, the verse quoted
above simply says “you will die in your sins” if you don’t
acknowledge Jesus for who he claimed to be: God with (7) Christianity is a religion of history. Most of the OT is hisus. So here is the point: An understanding of Church
tory. The NT records a lot of history. God has always
acted in history, never in the abstract. So knowing
History, and how our earliest Mothers and Fathers in the
our own history better simply grounds us more firmly
faith thought through and come to the language of
in the most basic structures of what Christianity is. It
the Trinity helps guide us away from making very serious
opens our eyes further to this important aspect of
theological errors today. Were they perfect? Of course
our own religion.
not. That’s not the point. But we learn from them all the
same. As you’ve heard it said, “Those who are ignorant
of history are doomed to repeat its mistakes.” Well, the (8) It liberates us from cultural assumptions. Sometimes
the worldly culture around us presses upon us in
sort of Trinitarian errors we see running around today are
ways we don’t realize. We can become like the
nothing more than repackaged ancient heresies. If the
proverbial frog in the kettle. Well, seeing how other
cults would just look to the early church they would see
cultures functioned and how people thought opens
that they are making the same mistakes that the church
our eyes to things in our own culture to which we
has already wrestled through. And as we see in John
might have been previously blind. In other words,
8:24, it has grave consequences to mess up Jesus’ divinity.
studying Church History is like traveling to another
So, with that, I say again if you don’t study Church
county, and then coming back to your home with
History you might well go to hell. Not because
new sensitivities.
you didn’t study. But because you could be led
astray by false teaching that a little knowledge
o f C h u r c h H i s t o r y c o u l d f o r t i f y y o u a g a i n s t . (9) Finally, studying Church History gives glory to God.
This is his church. This is his mission in the world. Should
Now, can I also give you 9 more reasons to study
we not care about the things of our God and Savior?
Church History? Here goes:
Of course we should. So studying Church History is a
function of loving the Lord our God with all our heart,
(1) It’s motivating! Seeing how our brothers and sisters
soul, strength and mind.
in Christ before us have endured and persevered
gives us strong encouragement and strength to do
the same.
So, are you motivated to study Church History?
Good. And good news for you: the Cross Training
(2) It helps us understand our own time better. We need class running right now is beginning a 3-month study
to understand that history has been rolling long be- of Church History. We meet upstairs in the youth area
fore we came along. When we were born we were at 9:30 every Sunday (except Easter). See you there!
dropped into the current of a long-flowing stream.
There won’t be a Church History or Trinity exam at
So it helps us understand where we are if we can the gates of Heaven. But there will be people on the
see where we’ve been.
other side of the gates who are gone before us. You
can meet some of them now.
(3) It helps us understand what’s coming next. By the
same logic as point 2, knowing the past also helps
us anticipate likely trends in the future.
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Piano and Organ Donation Brings New Life to Worship Music
By Marlene Scharbrough, Worship Musician

Bill Scharbrough
with friend, Bob
Welsh (left), the
piano and organ donor.
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Many of you have noticed and inquired about
the new acoustic piano and B3 organ on our sanctuary stage. It was recently donated to Northside Baptist
Church and we would like to share the story…
Bill and I have been married for 40 years (since May
15, 1976). Some 38 years ago, when I was teaching lessons at the Wurlitzer store in the mall, a man named
Bob Welsh walked into the store and I sold him a piano.
(I was in sales, too.) When someone purchased a piano, he or she received six free lessons. As it turned out, I
was chosen to give this 50-year-old man the lessons!
That day turned into a lifelong friendship. Bob is now
89 years old. He was one of the most difficult students I
had ever had (and still have). He wouldn’t accept anything at face value. Everything had to explained thoroughly to his satisfaction. He took lessons for 12 years.
Bob also bought and sold several companies. Old Hickory Furniture Company in Shelbyville, Indiana was one
of them. You will see the furniture in state and national
parks all over the country and in the homes of movie
stars. Bob was also a collector of old cars, especially
checkered cabs!
Over these years, Bob became a good friend and
business mentor to Bill. He is “Uncle Bob” to our children.
I shared my Christian testimony with Bob, but it seemed
to have little impact. He claimed to be agnostic and
needing no one. We had some good conversations
outside the lessons.
When I cut back on lessons and he was in Shelbyville,
it was harder to meet. We talked on the phone though
for hours. One day, about 10 years ago, he called and
said “I have good news!” He had found the Lord and it
all made sense. Needless to say, our conversations got
more involved and we were ecstatic to hear! What a
day of rejoicing that was, after so many years of planting seeds.
Lately he has been in poor health. It has been more
difficult for him to care for himself and his wife, Gloria,
who has been bed-ridden in their home for over 20
years.
Shortly before Christmas he called me asking for
teacherly advice about what to do with his piano and
organ. Bob had become a teacher himself, teaching music to young ones while he was in his sixties. He
also played at parties and family gatherings. He would
have Bill tune his pianos. I was so proud of his accomplishments. When he asked me about the piano and
organ, I answered by saying how nice it would be to
have them at our church. Bill and I have been here for
30 years serving in music ministry. Bob agreed, Northside is where they belong. So we started the process
of having the beautiful grand piano and Hammond
B3 jazz organ moved to the stage in our sanctuary. To
God be the glory, this sweet saint has blessed us with a
gift near and dear to his heart. We thank God for the
work He has done in Bob, and in all of us the Lord has
drawn to trust Jesus as Savior.
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by John Reader, Associate Pastor of Worship

EASTER SUNDAY is April 16… Easter is our highest attended Sunday of the year! What this means to you
is that your unchurched family and friends will come
to worship with you on Easter if you ask them. Even
people you don’t know, such as your waiter or waitress, store clerk, new neighbor, etc, might sense your
enthusiasm for your church and our Lord and choose
to come worship with us because of your friendly invite!
We have prepared a simple business card to give them
as a reminder with our church name, address, website
and time of our Easter Service. Please be bold and
talk up Easter in your conversation. This year, we are
expecting a larger crowd than normal as it comes late
in the month after all the “spring breaks.” People are
looking for a place to go and you can suggest Northside Baptist Church in just a few simple sentences.
At Northside this year we will host one family worship
service at 10:30 AM. Preschool care will be provided.
Maundy Thursday Service… On the Thursday night before Easter Sunday, April 13th at 6:30 PM, we are taking
a break from the walk-through format as we’ve done
in recent years. Instead we will have a concentrated
time of worship together in the auditorium as a church
body.
Music and the Scriptures will provide opportunity for
quiet reflection, meditation, confession and thanksgiving all focused on remembering what Christ has done
for us as we take the Lord’s Supper together. We will
also reflect on the chain of events in the Bible that began with Jesus’ last supper with His disciples and ended
with Him on the cross.
This service will last about an hour. Preschool care will
also be provided for this special service in the life of
our church. Guests are welcome and as always, the
gospel will be presented for any lost people present,
but the thrust of this service is for believers to pause and
take time to reflect on Christ’s sacrifice for us. Then on
Sunday morning we will celebrate His resurrection together!
EASTER SUNDAY SCHEDULE… In order to help families
and maximize attendance on Easter Sunday, there will
be no morning Bible study classes on Easter Sunday.
The Easter Worship Service will begin at 10:30 AM.
EASTER CHOIR REHEARSALS… Our Easter Celebration
Choir will gather on Sunday April 9, at 8:30 AM for rehearsal ahead of the morning Bible study hour. We will
meet again on Easter Sunday at 9:00 AM for a full rehearsal ahead of the 10:30 Easter Celebration. Please
join us for this special opportunity to help lead worship.
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Ladies, on April 20, we’re doing a fun and simple project that anyone can do - painting pine cones to look
like flowers! There is no cost, but please bring a food
item to share, and bring a friend. We look forward to
seeing you on Thursday, April 20 at 6:00 PM.

Women’s Friday Morning
Bible Study
Join the ladies of Northside for a Friday
morning Bible study.
Finding I AM examines the seven “I AM”
statements of Jesus found in the Gospel
of John. Gain a better understanding of
how Jesus’ words 2,000 years ago are so
very applicable to the answers we are
searching for today.
Childcare is provided.
The 6-week study begins at 9:30 AM May
5 and meets in the Children’s Library (The
Purple Room) in the Kids’ Wing.
Books are $15. Sign up in the bulletin or
on Facebook.
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Presenting our New Interim Children’s
Ministry Director, Karen White
Northside welcomes Karen White to the position of Interim Childen’s Ministry Director. Karen holds a Master’s
degree in Christian Education
from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. Karen is a wife, a mother
and a preschool teacher with
15 years experience working
with children and families. She
and her husband, Kevin, also
oversee a community ministry
in their neighborhood.
The White Family

Membership Matters

Our next membership class begins April 23rd at 9:30 AM
in Room D 103. If you are new to Northside and are
interested in becoming a member, please plan to attend this class. You will have the opportunity to meet
our ministry staff as each one shares about our beliefs
and our ministry. This is a four-week class. Not meeting
on May 14 (Mother’s Day). Last class is May 21.

Parenting Class April 30

Jim and Vicki Moran will lead a 2-week class using the
Shepherding a Child’s Heart curriculum. Any parents
wanting to participate in the Parent/Child Dedication
on Mother’s Day will benefit from this course.

VBS KIDS CAMP
Coming July 17-21
9:00 AM to Noon
It’s free!
Kids Age 4 - Grade 5
Bring your kids for a fun time of eating dinner together and playing games while you get some quiet time
away for a date night. Kevin and Karen White are overseeing this month’s event.
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Eighty-seven willing volunteers turned out for our first Family Day of Service at Northside Baptist Church. Five local
ministries benefitted from many hands serving the community. Thank you, Derrin Slack, for having a vision to motivate Northsiders to make a difference in the community. Our people, along with other volunteers, helped build
ramps, clothe the homeless, clean out chicken coops, organize and distribute food, and hand out invitations to
Northside’s Easter events. We pray the Lord will richly bless those who served and those who were served. To God
be the glory!
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Put On

by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
Is there something we can ‘put on’ that would identify us as Christians? Maybe a certain type of clothing,
a smile, or a name tag? On each Tuesday evening at
Covenant Foods you will see volunteers who are teenagers, senior citizens, and every age in between; some
wear a suit and tie and others wear jeans: some carry a
big Bible and others have the Bible on a smart phone;
some are thin and others of us, well, have put on a few
extra pounds; some have a bubbly personality with a
constant smile on their face and others have a somber appearance; some have long hair and others, well,
they used to have hair; some wear Colts’ sweatshirts
and others, for some unknown reason, wear Steelers’
jerseys. While these various traits are interesting to note,
none can identify whether a person is a Christian or
not.
We can find out what to ‘put on’ to identify ourselves
as a Christian in Colossians 3:12-14. “And so, as those
who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved,
‘put on’ a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience; bearing with one another and
forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against
anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should
you. And beyond all these things ‘put on’ love, which is
the perfect bond of unity.”

10

When our neighbors come to receive food, we want
them to see tables full of bread, desserts, milk, and fresh
produce, as well as good choices of meat and other
staples on their menu. But, more than that, it is our desire that they see that each volunteer has ‘put on’ a
heart of compassion and the many fruits of the Spirit
listed in these verses, culminating with ‘putting on’ love.
We pray they see Christ in us, and know we are different, and become receptive to hearing us share the
gospel with them. Do we always do this perfectly with
each guest we encounter? No, of course not. But often
we hear guests say, “This pantry is different from other
pantries. You guys are so nice. I can feel the love here.”
A few months after Asa came to Northside, he
preached from this passage in Colossians. I made a
note that he said, “Our greatest need is not to be right
but to be made right.” We appreciate how Asa has
served along side of us as a counselor for Covenant
Foods and for the many ways his ministry has challenged us. He will be missed. Let’s pray for each other
that wherever God sends us and in whatever ministry
we serve, we will always be that face of Christ to a lost
world.

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

The Vision

April 2017

April 2017

11

N RTHSIDE
BAPTIST CHURCH

Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff

Support Staff

Pastoral Staff

Karen White
kwhite@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor
John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Men’s Class - D112
Woessner Class - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Welcome, New Members!

Sunday 9:30 AM
Anita Lawrence

Teacher: Nicholas Piotrowski
meeting in the Assembly Room.

Brice and Sally Giesbrecht
(Felicity, Isabella & Connie)
Steinmeier: Sunday evenings
Fishers: Thursday evenings
Young Married: Wednesday evenings
Women (Fishers): Sunday lunch
Ravenswood: Friday evenings
John and Kristina Harvey
Pictured here:
Pastor Eric baptizing Kristina
Tezz Rowley

Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

