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INTRODUCTION

As one of the fruits of a thousand-year history of pursuits, joys, and sufferings of our Ukrainian people, its sons and daughters
have dispersed throughout the world. The reasons for such resettlement are many. Some sought a better fate in foreign

lands, others were forced to abandon their native land because of unbearable circumstances brought on by bloody wars

and devastation. Many were forcibly expelled, deported, exiled, or imprisoned in faraway lands. The life of our state today is
marked by a new powerful wave of emigration due to which millions of sons and daughters of our nation are establishing new
communities in countries we may have not even heard of.

In all these complex, and often even tragic circumstances, our Church always travelled together with her children. And her own
sons and daughters have extended her presence to all the continents of the globe. In response to appeals from their bishops
and with their mission mandate, priests, monks, and female religious followed our faithful around the entire world in order to
bring them the Word of God and the grace of the Holy Spirit in the Holy Mysteries, bearing witness to the ministry of charity in
action. Our faithful established their existence in new lands, preserving their spiritual patrimony and fostering their Christian
culture. It was no accident that the first thing our settlers would do when they found themselves in a new place would be to
build their own churches. In this, they bear witness to us today that a church, as the place where one encounters God, was and
remains for our people the space where beats the heart of the Ukrainian community. The church is the centre around which
the global Ukrainian community is gathered. Indeed, for many centuries the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church was the space of
unity for our people, a unity that bonded together Ukrainians in Canada and the USA with their brothers in Latin America and
Australia, in Western Europe, Kazakhstan and distant Siberia. It granted them, in the words of Patriarch Josyf, the possibility

to "be themselves" far away on foreign soil, creating, by the Power of the Holy Spirit, a mystical and life-giving bond of unity
with their roots in their native land and with Christian life flowing from the waters of the Dnipro. For the very reason that we
kept our roots and did not become lost among other nations, we piqued their interest, enriching the culture and spirituality
of the lands of our new settlement and inviting representatives of other nations to share in them. Thousands of sons and
daughters of our Church who have no Ukrainian roots have come to love our Christian heritage and have rooted themselves to
the tradition of Kyivan Christianity and the Baptism of Volodymyr. Thus the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church has gone beyond
the boundaries of Ukraine, speaking in many languages to many nations, at the same time becoming a mother and teacher for
people of different nationalities and cultures.

Today we offer our gratitude to God for "his inexpressible gift" (see 2 Cor 9:15) and we are aware that our Church is no longer a
local reality, limited to a particular territory or pastoral context. Today she is at the same time global and particular, Ukrainian
and multi-national. But this is what we have become, not because of geographic location, nor community organizations

or human institutions, nor the diversity of our experience or the structure of our community. We have become who we are
because of the internal unity of our Church. This is a unity that unites into one body “those who have been dispersed,” bonding
people of different origins, language, and culture. This is a unity that is only possible in the Church which is the Mystery of unity
of the human race fulfilled by the power and action of the Holy Spirit.

An awareness of the importance of fostering this unity, a search for the best ways to affirm and strengthen it, was, in fact, the
central theme of our Synod of Bishops, held in the Eternal City of Rome, September 1-10, 2019.



«COMPUYACTA | EAHICTD Y XXUTTI TA CIYXKIHHI YTKL
MocnanHA CuHoay Enuckonis
YkpaiHcbkoi [peko-KaTtonmubkoi Liepkeu 2019 poky

BCTYI

HK nnig TMCAYONITHBOI ICTOPIT NOWYKIB, PafoCTi Ta CTpaXJaHb HALLOr0 YKPaiHCbKOro HapoAy, MOro CUHW | JOHbKM
PO3NETINMCA N0 BCbOMY CBITY. Pi3Hi 6ynu npuymnHy Takoro posceneHHA. OaHi Halli oy Wwykany Kpawoi A0i Ha YyKuHI,
IHLWI By 3MyLLIEHI NOKMHYTY PIAHWIA Kpaii Yepes IUXONITTA KpUBABMX BOEH | CMYCTOLEHb. baraTbox 6yno HacubHO BUTHAHO,
JIENOPTOBAHO, BUBE3EHO YK YB'A3HEHO [aNeK0 Ha Yy>kuHi. CyyacHe XUTTA HaLWOT AepXXaBu N03HAYEHe HOBOKO MOTYXKHOH
XBUNEH0 emirpaLlii, BHacni 10K AKOI MiflbAOHW yKpaiHLiB ()OPMYyHOTb HOBI FPOMaAN B TWX KpaiHax, Npo AKI MW HaBITb YacoM |
He Yymu.

Y BCIX WX CKNaaHMX, IHOAI TparivyHux, obcTaBuHax LlepkBa iiina pasom 3i CBOIMM iTbMu. A Ti CUHM | AOHBKM nowmpun ii
MPUCYTHICTb Ha BCIX KOHTUHEHTAX 3eMHOI KyNi. Ha 3aknuK | A0pyYeHHA CBOIX BNaAuK, 3@ HalWMMM BIDHAMM MO CBITY AL
CBALLIEHHWKM, MOHaXM | MOHaxHi, o6 HecTn ntoaam boxe Cnoso | 6narogats Ceatoro [yxa y CBATux TaiHCTBaX, Aa0um
CBI[JYEHHA JIANIBHOIO XapuTaTMBHOO CITyXIHHA. Hawi BipHi 6yAyBanv CBOE OYTTA Ha HOBMX 3eMAAX, 36epiralyu nMToMy
JYXOBHY CNafLLMHY Ta NeKakyn XpUCTUAHCHKY KynbTypy. He BUNagKkoBO NepLue, Lo BOHW POOWIK, KON ONUHANMCA Y
KpaiHax HOBWX NOceneHb, — Lie 6yayBanu cBoi xpamu. CborojHi BOHM 3aCBiAYY0Tb, LLO XpaM, MiCLie 3yCTpidi NIOANHN

3 borom, 6yB i € /1A HALWOrO MOy NPOCTOPOM, [ie 0'€TbCA CepLie yKpaiHCbKOi rpomaau. Liepksa € LeHTpoM, foBkona
AKOr0 rypTYETHCA CBITOBA yKpaiHCbka crinbHoTa. JloBrumu cToniTTAMM came YkpaiHcbka [peko-KaTonuubka Liepksa 6yna
NPOCTOPOM EAHOCTI ANA HALLOI0 HApOAY, — EAHOCTI, AKa piaHuna ykpaiHyiB KaHaaw i CLLIA 3i cBoimu 6paTamu y JlaTUHCbKIN
Amepuui Ta AscTpanii, 3axigHii Esponi Ta KasaxcTai i ganekomy Cubipy, a BCiM iM, 3a cnoBamu natpiapxa Mocuda,
JiaBana MoX/IMBICTb Aaneko Ha YyxuHi «6yTu co6oto», 60 TBopuna cunoto CeAToro [yxa TaiHCTBEHHWIA | XMBOTBOPYMIA
3B'A30K 31 CBOIM KOPIHHAM Ha PIfHIV 3eMTi, 3 BATOKAMW XPUCTUAHCLKOr0 XWUTTA y BoAax JHinpa.

3aBAKN TOMY, LLI0 M1 36epernv CBOE KOPIHHA | HE 3ary6unucaA cepej iHWWX Hapo/iB, MV CTam M LiikaBuMK, 36aradytoym
KyNbTYpY Ta [IyXOBHICTb KpaiH HaLLOro HOBOMO NOCENIEHHA | 3anpoLLYHOYM [0 y4acTi B HUX NPEeACTaBHUKIB IHLKMX HAPOAIB.
TucAdi CUHIB | AOHBOK HaLLoi LiepkBy, AKi 3@ NOXOAKEHHAM He Oynu yKpaiHUAMM, NOHOOWUN HaLLY XPUCTUAHCHKY CraLLmHy,
3akopenunuca y Tpaauuii Kuiscbkoro xpuctuaHcTBa BonoaummpoBoro xpelleHHa. Takum YnHom YkpaiHcebka [peko-
Katonuubka Liepksa BuiiLuna nosa mexi baTbKiBLLMHY, 3aroBopuna pi3HAMI MOBaMK 10 Pi3HUX HAPOAIB | CTana MaTip'to Ta
BYMTENbKOK ANA Ntofer 6araTbox HaLiOHANbLHOCTEN | KyNbTyp.

M cborofHi cknagaemo BAAYHiCTb borosi 3a «Moro gap HeckasarHmity (nop. 2 Kop. 9, 15), ycBiAOMAI0K04M, LLO HaLLa
LlepkBa Bxe 6inblLLie He € NOKanbHOW, 06MEXEHOK NEBHOK TEPUTOPIEID YK NACTUPCLKUM KOHTEKCTOM. CbOrofjHi BOHA €
BOJIHOPa3 rnobanbHO Ta NOMICHO, YKPaTHCHKO Ta BaraToHaLioHanbHO. [1poTe TaknMm Hac pobuTb He reorpadia
MPOXWBaHHA, He TPOMAZCHKI OpraHisallii v NACHKI IHCTUTYLIT, HE PIBHOMAHITHICTb OCBIAY Y4 CTPYKTYpa ChiibHOTY. YCiM
LM M 3aBAYYEMO BHYTPILLIHIA €AHOCTI HAWOT LiepkBu. Lie eaHICTb, AKA pOOKUTL OHUM LiIIUM «y PO3CIAHHI CYLLMX»; AKa
B'AXE PI3HNX 3a NMOXOZKEHHAM, MOBOIO | KY/IbTYPOHO; AKa € MOXIIMBOK NuLLie B LiepkBi — TaTHCTBI €AHOCTI IOACHKOr0 POAY,
LLI0 J0BEPLUYETLCA cunoto | AiAHHAM CeAToro [yxa.

YCBIJOMNEHHA BaXIMBOCTI NNEKATY L0 EAHICTb, MOLLYK HARKPALLMX LWAAXIB /1A TOr0, W06 CNPUATY 1T YTBEPIKEHHIO |
3MILHEHHIO, 6yN0, BNAacHE, FONI0BHO0 TEMOI0 Haworo CuHoay Envuckonis, AkuiA npoxoauB y BivHomy micTi Pumi 3 1 oo 10
BepecHA 2019 poky.



