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In cl usi ve Ideas

M ak i n g l ear n i n g accessi bl e for  ever yon e 

w i th  M i cr osof t  Educat i on

--Car la Gonzalez Fernandez, M icrosoft , Education

Or iginal ly featured at

http:/ /www.accessandinclusion.news/

https:/ / pulse.m icrosoft .com /en/ tr ansform -en/education-en/ fa1

-m icrosoft-education-m ak ing-learn ing-accessible-for -everyone/

Every student deserves a solut ion to help them  achieve 
great th ings. Learn in  th is ar t icle how M icrosoft?s 
accessibi l i ty tools can suppor t diverse learn ing needs.

M ore than 1 bi l l ion people across the wor ld have 
disabi l i t ies. Yet on ly 1 in  10 have access to the tools they 
need to fu l ly par t icipate in  society. I t  is a chal lenge that 
every organizat ion has a responsibi l i ty to help solve.

Accessible technology can help br idge the gap, providing 
people everywhere with the tools they need to thr ive. 
Nowhere is that m ore im por tant than in  schools and 
classroom s, where every student should have access to the 
resources and suppor t, they need to fu l ly engage in  
learn ing.

Our  com m itm ent to digi tal  inclusivi ty in  education 
extends through al l  aspects of the solut ions we offer , fr om  
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product design to custom er  suppor t. Our  goal? To enable 
every student to fu l ly par t icipate in  learn ing and l i fe and 
em power  every teacher  to connect wi th each of their  
students, wherever  they are, whatever  chal lenges they 
face.

              The accessibi l i ty solut ions we offer  have proven to 
enhance students? learn ing exper iences and 
environm ents, providing m ul t iple ways for  students to 
create, engage and par t icipate. These tools are designed to 
help al l  students, r egardless of abi l i ty, as out l ined below.

Lear n i n g an d  speech

- Im m er si ve  Reader    breaks  down syl lables, increases 

the spacing between l ines and letter s, and      r educes 
?visual  crowding? to suppor t students with di fferent 
learn ing      styles to both read aloud and l isten to a text. 
I t?s a fr ee tool  that?s  bui l t  in to W ord, One Note, 
Outlook , Off ice Lens, M icrosoft  Team s, Form s,      
Fl ipgr id, M ine craft  Education Edit ion, and the Edge 
browser.

   The picture shows a screenshot of a black  block  h ighl ight ing the words 

in  white on a grey background
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- Other  in tegrated tools l ike Read Al oud  suppor t 

students with  visual  im pairm ents by nar rat ing web 
pages, news, docum ents, e Books or  your   own custom  
content.

- W hi le Pr esen ter  Coach can help students prepare for  

presentat ions by evaluat ing the pace, pi tch and 
language used, helping to bui ld confidence and 
im prove  students? presentat ion style.

- Teachers can keep tr ack  of r eading f luency by 
ident i fying accuracy rate and tr ouble words using 
Read i n g Pr ogr ess w i th  In si gh ts. This  tool  helps 

students bui ld confidence and reading f luency 
through personal ized reading exper iences bui l t  in to 
Assignm ents in  M icrosoft  Team s.

- Addit ional ly, students can develop cr i t ical  l i teracy 
sk i l ls using the reading pract ice tool ,Read i n g Coach .              

The new offer ing, which com plem ents other   tools 
such as Reading Progress and Im m ersive Reader , 
autom atical ly generates individual ized exercises based 
on each student?s speci f ic needs  and provides 
guidance on the l ikes of pronunciat ion and 
syl labi f icat ion.
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Vi si on , hear i n g an d  m obi l i ty

- The bui l t -in  screen reader  Nar r ator  provides 

sim pl i f ied  navigat ion and audio descr ipt ions so 
students can easi ly in teract wi th  everyth ing on 
their  screen with their  keyboard or  Brai l le device.

- And for  students with l im ited m obi l i ty, Di ctate 

enables them   to use their  com puter  m icrophone 
to dictate presentat ions or  docum ents.

- W e also provide capt i on s on  M i cr osof t  Team s for  

students  who are hard of hear ing, have dyslexia, or  
need suppor t focusing. Team s can detect what?s 
said in  a class session or  m eeting and present       
r eal-t im e capt ions with speaker  attr ibut ion.

Neur od i ver si ty  an d  cogn i t i ve

- M icrosoft  To Do is a l ist , task  and rem inder  app that can 

help students get organized and m anage their  school  
work  and act ivi t ies fr om  a sm ar tphone, tablet or  
com puter.

- For  students who need suppor t focusing, Read i n g 

v i ew  r em oves  distr act ing ads and excess in form ation 

to r educe cognit ive load whi le using the Edge browser , 
so every student can stay on-topic.
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M en tal  heal th

W e?ve m ade i t  easier  to check  on your  students? 
social -em otional  wel l  being with tools wi th in  M icrosoft  
Team s.Ref l ect  helps students recognize and navigate 

their  em otions by providing regular  oppor tun i t ies to 
share and be heard, broadening learners? em otional  
vocabular y and deepening em pathy for  their  peers. And 
there?s suppor t for  teachers too with Insights, which 
provides valuable feedback  to help educators bui ld a 
heal thy classroom  com m unity.

Picture shows var ious em otions in  di fferent colored 
em ojis

- Teachers can encourage everyone to learn and share 
their  thoughts using Fl i pgr i d . A safe video expression 
tool , Fl ipgr id encourages students to in form al ly share 
detai ls of their  successes, in terests and weekends .
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Al l  l ear n er s

- For  students who aren?t learn ing in  their  nat ive 
language, the Tr an sl ator  app,PowerPoint?s 

Presentat ion Translator  and Team s can be set to 
tr anslate  content in to their  prefer red language.

- Regardless of the chal lenges that students m ay 
face,The Ease of  Access  Cen ter  i n  W i n dow s al lows 

everyone to personal ize their  com puter       to best 
suppor t their  needs. By m ak ing i t  possible to custom ize 
m ouse act ions, tr ack  pad opt ions, keyboard 
preferences and m ore, every student can define a 
digi tal  exper ience that m atches the way they in teract 
wi th  the wor ld.

Before shar ing docum ents and spreadsheets or  sending 
em ai ls, teachers and students al ike can run the 
Accessi bi l i ty  Check er  to ensure the content is easy for  

people with disabi l i t ies to r ead and edi t .

Picture shows screenshot of 

tr anslator  app


