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President’s Message
Two thousand eighteen has started out as a challenging year for many ATLA members and if the blazing
hot weather and lack of rain continues there will be more challenges to come.
I hope that calving is going well for everyone and that last year’s breeding decisions are putting a smile
on your face.
Despite not physically being able to be present at this year’s Annual General Meeting in Olds, AB because of an impromptu horse round up (one of the kids forgot to lock the gate on our horse pen). I’m am
excited by the ideas and energy brought forth by our board directors during the follow up conference
call. I think we have a nice blend of old and new members on the board but we have our work cut out
for us.
During it’s prime the ATLA had over 80 members. Right now, we have approximately 20 paid members
for 2018. The Association used to do multiple shows, sales and breed promotion events every year. In
2017 we participated in the Camrose Bull Congress and a one-day breed promotion booth at the Vermilion Fair. That’s a disappointing showing. I say disappointing because we are given opportunities every
year to promote ourselves, but we haven’t been able to take advantage of the opportunities because
our Association doesn’t have the finances or the member manpower to make good of the opportunities.
For example, we were contacted this earlier this year by the folks at Edmonton K-Days Expo who were
interested in having some Longhorn cattle at the Expo (for all 10 days of the Expo). The board of directors had to make the tough decision to turn them down. Why you might be wondering? Well for a couple of reasons. The first being that 10 days is a big commitment and judging from the lack of ATLA members turning up at our Annual General Meetings we don’t have enough interested members to pull off a
10-day expo booth. The second reason was because of a timing conflict with the Westerner Days National Show in Red Deer. These two events overlap which would stretch our very limited manpower to the
breaking point. And just after the K-Days Expo decision was made we found out that because the Canadian Finals Rodeo is making its new home in Red Deer this fall the Westerner Days Cattle Shows have
been cancelled because of construction projects that are under way to accommodate the CFR. The board
of directors have voted to have a Longhorn Show/fund raiser/get together this summer the July 20-22
weekend (so come out and have some fun).
This fall the ATLA will be taking over the Fall Select Sale in Ponoka from the CTLA. It will be the first time
in a few years that we have put on a sale, so we will be looking for member participation to ensure the
Fall Select Sale remains successful. The ATLA board of directors also voted to have a heifer pen show and
haltered yearling bull show before the Ponoka Sale.
The board of directors has been mulling over other ideas to get interest and membership back up in the
association, but a handful of members isn’t going to keep the ATLA running. We need all our members
to get involved if this Association is to survive and thrive . We need your ideas, your enthusiasm and
your time to help pave the road to once again having a fun and successful Association.
If you have any ideas/suggestions that you believe would be a benefit to the ATLA call me at (780) 6999655 or email me at gregbutt@rocketmail.com
I’d be happy to meet with you in person if we can arrange the time in our schedules.
Thanks for your time.
Greg Butt
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We want to know what’s
going on with Longhorns in
your area. Submit articles,
events, pictures and news
to our office at:
Alberta Texas Longhorn
Association
c/o Chris Hepfner
RR1
Leduc, Alberta T9E 2X1
Phone: 780-387-4874
albertatexaslonghorn@gmail.com
www.albertatexaslonghorn.com

Newsletters:
Spring, Summer, Fall and
Winter
Newsletter Advertising
Rates
Full Page………..$40.00
Half Page……….$20.00
Quarter Page….$10.00
Above quotes are per issue
Business Card Ad: $25.00/year
All payments must be included
with copy ready ads.
Cheques payable to Alberta Texas
Longhorn Association

2018 ATLA Board and Executive
The Annual General Meeting of the Alberta Texas
Longhorn Association was held March 10th, 2018 in
Olds. There was a lively discussion about the future
of the association. Plans were made to ramp up the
Association’s activities and presence. New shows,
sales and field days were suggested. As well, our
display booth will be seen at more agricultural
events this coming year.
The meeting was full of energy, action and hope for
the future.
From Left to Right:: Chris Hepfner, Gregg Butt, Charlotte Beler,
Shawna Dennis and Dean Marte

The new President is Greg Butt. Greg, and his wife Jamie, got their first Texas Longhorns about five years
ago and ranch in Sturgeon County. Greg is keenly interested in promoting the health qualities of Longhorn
beef to consumers, and the benefits of Longhorn bulls in the commercial cattle market. His goals for the
association this year will focus on increasing membership through providing more association activities.

The Vice President is Dean Marte from Stauffer. Dean is a dedicated herdsman. For twenty-five years, he
has built his herd with trust and respect for his cattle. Dean focuses on no stress management and believes
in building a strong relationship with every animal on his ranch. Spend some time with Dean Marte, and
you will learn some secrets of handling Longhorn cattle.
Secretary Treasurer is Shawna Dennis of Thorsby. Shawna, and her husband Darcy, are relatively new to
the Texas Longhorn breed. They love to show their cattle and have had some success with their heifers in
the ring. Shawna would like to revive the youth wing of the association. Her focus this coming year will be
to encourage members to get involved and have some fun.
Charlotte Beler is a Director at Large from Leduc County. Charlotte and her husband Ken, have been involved in breeding and showing Texas Longhorns all their lives. Their breeding program has been influential in the Alberta industry. Nearly every Alberta herd will have at least one cow that can be traced back to
their program. Charlotte is passionate about Longhorns and has a wealth of knowledge and skills to share
with members.
Chris Hepner is a Director at Large from Leduc County. Chris has been a tireless volunteer with the Alberta
Texas Longhorn Association for more than twenty years. Chris has run the office, kept the records, wrote
the newsletter and has served the industry without fail. With her husband Del, they raise cattle, near the
city of Leduc. The Association is privileged to have Chris serving on the board this year.

The Alberta Texas Longhorn Association has a new mandate for
2018. It’s all about getting out and having some fun!
But we can’t do it without you. Several events have been
planned for this year. We will need your help to make them a
success.
July 20-22 2018
Summer Show, Field Day and Fundraiser at MSW Farms Ponoka
Check out the Poster and Entry Forms in this newsletter
October 12-13, 2018
ATLA Select Fall Sale and Heifer Show at the Calnash Centre in
Ponoka.
Put this one on your calendar. It is the premiere Alberta sale for
Texas Longhorns. There will be more details in the next Newsletter, or watch our Facebook page, and check your email to get
all the latest news
November 7-11, 2018
Farm Fair International
The ATLA will have a booth and live exhibit at this year’s event.
And there may be an opportunity to compete in the All Breeds
category. Make sure you mark it down, and we will get the details to you as soon as we can.
December 2018
Christmas Party
This is still in the planning stages. It’s a purely social event for
members and families to get together and enjoy the fellowship
of the season.
In addition to these events, we will be choosing the TLBAA Prince
and Princess Affiliates, and the ATLA Dam of the Year. Both are
photo-submission contests. Find the details in this newsletter.
If you have an questions, be sure to contact us.

Don’t be like this guy

Contacts:
President
Greg Butt
(780) 699-9655
gregbutt@rocketmail.com
Vice President
Dean Marte
(403) 746-2697
panorama.1@live.ca
Secretary Treasurer
Shawna Dennis,
(780) 361-8871
albertatexaslonghorn@gmail.com

Directors:
Chris Hepfner
(780) 387-4874
hepfner@xplornet.com
Charlotte Beler
(780) 387-4502
kclghorn@xplornet.com

Can you own
a ten thousand
dollar Longhorn?
Texas Longhorn (TL) steers are now measuring over 100" T2T, some bulls are over
80" at 40 months -- the day of over 90" cows
is here. The Texas Longhorn (TL) world is
moving fast. New values are popping up in
many directions.
Pure bred Texas Longhorn steers of a thicker
type, with
heavy bone will gain an average of 3 lbs. per
day on feed.
An occasional steer will gain 3.6 to 4.1 lbs.
per day of the
very best genetics for growth.

2.
How to Breed a 10-Thousand
3.
Dollar Cow

Aim for a real market that you can
locate or develop.
Don't assume anyone wants to develop this market for you, free.
by Darol Dickinson
In 1977 there was one bull with 60" T2T and no
60" cows. Many TL cows and bulls had little
more horn than a registered horned Hereford.
Never will a TL event be staged that someone
doesn't ask, "How much horn is enough?" The
The breeders were ashamed of their shorthard-liner horn lovers will make grandiose pro- horned cattle. The 60" horned bull Classic bejections of 120" or 150." Some talk of trailers
came an overnight success because he could
needing to be nine feet wide for future safety of
larger horned cattle. Who am I to say this won't cough up the genetic strength to pull away from
the harsh criticism that had overshadowed the
happen. Somewhere along the way economics
will always play a valid part. Memory serves us
breed -- small horns. After a few years people
correct to recall a $170,000 cow selling just a
noticed that Classic progeny had some baggage
few years ago (pre-Obama). This and other sales that also was criticized -- he was white, small
over $100,000 caused an explosion of embryo
transfers, clones and a dead serious multiplica- and frail in body. His own mother, Beauty, had
tion of the very top end cattle. The planners and a top weight of less than 600 lbs. To pull away
from the small narrow type, many bigger TL
the multipliers were certain that another 100
buyers would promptly show up ready to buy
bulls were sought out to develop larger weights.
the next $100,000 cattle that they multiplied.
This direction change is slowly moving the
With careful watching of the market the 80"+
breed toward more of a beef type.
plus cattle have multiplied very fast, yet the new
$100,000 cattle buyers are slow in showing up
Through the years the commercial cattle induswith trailers.
try was not a factor to the trends, styles and
At this particular time under 5% of TL buyers
horn shapes that were fetching the big TL bucks.
could afford to buy a cow over $10,000. This is
Only a few TL producers owned a cattle scales
a very tight-knit market group and they have a
comfort level of buying most of their cattle from because weight gain was not a value consideration -- none what so ever! Well, now weight is a
each other. (Certainly not to say "each other"
doesn't have really top end cows.) At Dickinson consideration. Nationally the US beef cattle
Cattle Co (DCC) we have always targeted the
herd is the smallest most ranchers can remem$1500 to $4,000 market. A full 100% of the
ber. During the past 12 months the US ranchers
industry enjoy purchasing in that value range.
They will often purchase more than one animal could not even produce enough beef to feed the
nation. Over 18% of the beef consumed in the
and look forward to coming to the ranch again
USA is now imported. In most places the scales
next year to purchase more. Not that we don't
enjoy an occasional high-dollar sale, which we
price (value per pound) of a medium TL cow
really do, but life and death at DCC doesn't
will bring as much or more in the commercial
hinge on the one big "killer deal."
grind market as in a registered TL sale. Things
Where should TL producers focus their business have changed -- changed a lot!
outreach?
Only focus where you
Longhorn producers in for the long haul will be
forced to change. The prized 1% market will buy
80"+ cow. Of the industry's TL producers,
1. KNOW there is a market that you can an
99%
will buy a $1500 to $4000 TL, but, ho-horeach.

ho, over 300,000,000 people in the USA will
buy lean meat for their own consumption.
The best beef type TL cattle will produce steers
that grade low choice with a short period (100 to
120 days) on grain. This is a lean, yet marbled
meat quality that is very popular and very
healthy. A TL steer of beef type genetics will sell
for $2800 to $3200, cut and wrapped in quarters. The skull, hide and scrap meat for pet food
can add another $400. This is a sweet deal, yet
is still a lower price than buying *Holstein beef
at the grocery store. TL producers can profitably
do their clients a favor by the savings and
healthy qualities of providing TL freezer beef.
Many will never sell a $10,000 cow, but hundreds will profit from freezer beef. Four times
$3000 is well over the $10,000 cow. Success is
hinged on genetics with growth factors of the
thickest, most beef conformation Texas Longhorn genetics. 300,000,000 are waiting on this
great product. They will buy it from anyone else
until TL people realize the profit of this market.
They will even import it from unsanitary
sources outside the USA.
Recommendation: Sell bulls/steers as freezer
beef to sustain the registered TL business. Three
steers will bring over $10,000. Keep those beautiful $20,000 cows for your own personal enjoyment and for continued herd improvement. If
you ever need to buy land or a new home, sell a
few high dollar cows - it's better than money in
someone else' bank.
*More Holstein cattle are bred and raised in the
USA than any other breed. Therefore, more
Holstein steer meat is available on the grocery
counter. The consumer has consumed more
Holstein beef than any breed. Holstein breeders
make no effort to breed for meat quality and
aren't about to start now. That is the way it is.

“Lean beef is good for you –
and the key word is lean. A
heart patient can eat steak every meal if it is in the right proportions. Longhorn meat, on
average, contains 10 percent
less saturated fat than that of
other cattle. That puts lean
Longhorn beef on par with
skinned boneless white meat of
chicken and that fact may come
as a surprise to many dieticians.” -Dr. Joseph Graham, Cardiovascular Surgeon at St. John’s
Medical Center in Joplin, Missouri,
and a Longhorn breeder himself.

Registered Texas Longhorn Beef
The TLBAA proudly supports Registered Texas
Longhorn Beef!
Did you know that red meat can be included as
part of a healthy diet? Thanks to Texas Longhorns, today’s health-conscious consumer doesn’t
have to avoid tender, juicy steaks. Longhorn beef
is leaner than other breeds and is lower in saturated fats. Packed full of flavor, Longhorn beef has
less cholesterol and calories than white meat. Including lean beef in a heart-healthy diet can positively impact blood cholesterol levels. Studies
have shown that eating lean beef can help increase ‘good’ cholesterol and reduce ‘bad’ cholesterol in people with elevated cholesterol levels.
Beef is the best source of protein, zinc and Vitamin B12 and is the third best source of iron in the
food supply. Beef is also a good source of selenium, which may reduce the risk of heart disease
and certain types of cancer (such as prostate) as
well as enhance the body’s ability to fight infections. That’s definitely good news for carnivores
who crave a healthy lifestyle! For more information check out www.tlbaa.org.

Amoosing Stories and Groaners
A lady from the city and her traveling
companion were riding the train
through the Stettler area, when she noticed some cows.
"What a cute bunch of cows!" she remarked.
"Not a bunch, herd", her friend replied.
"Heard of what?"
"Herd of cows."
"Of course I've heard of cows."
"No, a cow herd."
"What do I care what a cow heard.
I have no secrets to keep from a cow!"
What kind of milk comes from a forgetful
cow?
Milk of Amnesia
What did the bored cow say when she
got up in the morning?
"It's just an udder day"
Did you hear that NASA recently
launched a bunch of Texas Longhorns
into low Earth orbit? They called it the
Herd Shot 'Round The World!
What goes moof?
A cow with buck teeth.

Diamond D Cattle Company
Texas Longhorns and Polled Herefords
Breeding for Disposition, Soundness and
Performance.
Darcy and Shawna Dennis
Site 7 Box 2 RR 1 South
Thorsby, Alberta
T0C 2P0
(780) 361-8871 or (780) 312-9707
diamond.d.cattle@gmail.com
We are located near Pigeon Lake, Alberta . We’d
love to introduce you to our pedigreed cattle and our
amazing crosses. Call us and come by.

2018 Cutest Calf Contest Entry Form

2018 Cutest Calf Contest

Calf Name: _______________________________
Date of Birth:_____________________________
Sire: ____________________________________
Dam: ____________________________________
Breeder: _________________________________
Phone:_____________ Cell: _________________
Email:___________________________________

The Alberta Texas Longhorn Association is sponsoring
this year’s cutest calf contest!
Send in a picture of your cutest Longhorn calf with a
ten-dollar entry fee to compete.
This summer, at every ATLA event, and on line, the
public will vote to choose the cutest calf.
Up for grabs is an adorable Longhorn stuffy, a
framed picture of your baby, and bragging rights.
Entry Deadline is June 30, 2018

Address:_________________________________
Town: ___________________Prov___________
Postal Code:______________________________

Alberta Texas Longhorn Association
c/o Chris Hepfner
Cutest Calf Contest
R.R. #1
Leduc, Alberta
T9E 2X1

Letter from the TLBAA Board of Directors regarding DNA
and upcoming changes to registration rules:
“The Texas Longhorn Breeders Association of America was organized
in 1964 to collect, record and preserve the pedigrees of Texas Longhorn cattle. A lot has changed in 54 years, but our commitment to
having the most credible and accurate registry has not.
Recently the TLBAA Board of Directors voted to start a parent verification program to help accomplish this goal. In no way is the program meant to harm anyone in the industry. Its intent is to provide
breeders with confidence in the paperwork they receive from the
TLBAA. As breeding becomes more scientific, the breed’s capabilities
have expanded. Breeders look to build predictability and add desirable traits to their programs based on research of pedigrees. As an
association, we owe it to those breeders to make our registry as accurate as possible.
As breeders begin embracing this program the TLBAA can start to
take advantage of technology that is now available. Once a database
is established, we will have the capability to begin examining EPD’s to
identify markers for disease carriers and track inheritable genetic
traits that make our Longhorns superior to other beef breeds. This
science should allow us to capitalize on other markets within the beef
industry. Performance Data from EPDs can help members expand
lean beef programs and provide proof to skeptics from other breeds
that our replacement heifers and breeding bulls can have an impact
on any herd.
As you can see, parent verification is the first step for the TLBAA to
more accurately certify and move our breed into a better standing
amongst the beef industry. In coming weeks, more information regarding the process of collecting samples, how and where to send
these samples, a list of exemptions (for animals with deceased parents and semen/embryo inventories), an appeals process, as well as a
strategy for keeping the cost as affordable as possible will be communicated to the membership. Any bull calf born January 1, 2019 and
after, will be required to be parent verified to be eligible for registration.
We encourage all members to participate in our voluntary parent
verification system to start certifying more hers to they can begin
taking advantage of the benefits offered through this program. It is
human nature for change to spur anxiety. It is the hope of the Board
of Directors that the focus will change from a perceived burden, to
the protections and opportunities this new data will bring.”
Letter submitted by:
Region 1 Director Jeff Jespersen
jeffj91@hotmail.com
(780) 966-3320

DNA is both wonderfully simple, and incredibly
complicated. Its full name is deoxyribonucleic
acid.
DNA is a set of instructions. Every single cell of
an animal needs to know what it’s supposed to
be doing. For example, skin cells have a different job than liver cells, or heart cells, and so on.
DNA tells each cell what it is, and what it should
be doing.
But DNA is also much more than that. Every
animal has its own unique DNA, determined by
its parents.
We’ve all seen pictures of the DNA double
helix. All the information about an animal’s
background is written in that structure. Simply
put, if you have a DNA sample from an animal,
you will know something about its parents and
its offspring.
Collecting samples of DNA, storing the information, and analyzing the code is where the
value is for Texas Longhorns. In the future,
Texas Longhorn breeders could use this information to make decisions and predictions
about their breeding program.

For more information contact the TLBAA:
P.O. Box 4430, Fort Worth, Texas 76164
ph: 817.625.6241 | fx: 817.625.1388
tlbaa@tlbaa.org

Alberta Texas Longhorn Association
Summer 2018 Show, Field Day and
Fundraiser
Schedule of
Events:
Friday July 20th, 2018 6pm
to 10pm
Campers and Animals Move
in
Campfire Social
Bring your own Weenies and
Beverages.
Camping with no hook-ups 10
per night
No camper? No Problem.
Cabins are $65 a night. Up to
four people per cabin
Saturday July 21, 2018
10am
Farm Tour of MSW Longhorn
and Elk Ranch on the beautiful Battle River
Food will be available for
purchase

July 20, 21 & 22 2018
MSW Farms
Ponoka, Alberta
From Ponoka:
5 miles West on 53
5 miles North on 795
1 1/2 miles West on 435

2pm
Showtime!
Heifers, Steers, Bulls and
Crossbreds. For details see
the show entry form.
6:30pm
Barbeque, awards, silent auction, campfire and herd book
sharing
Sunday, July 22nd, 2018
10am
Pancake Breakfast
Then pack up and move out

ATLA Summer 2018 Show, Field Day and Fundraiser
July 20, 21 and 22 ENTRY FORM
LET’S HAVE SOME FUN!
This is a casual fun event and fundraiser. You are welcome to camp out for free (no hook-ups), or rent a cabin for 65 dollars per
night. (Talk to Mark and Tina about renting a cabin) There will be a barbeque on Saturday night. (Adults $20, 12 and under $10)
Pancake Breakfast on Sunday morning (Adults $10, Kids $5)

There will be a silent auction Bring an auction item to help raise money for the Association.

Pen fees are 50 dollars per animal.
Animals may be entered in more than one category. (e.g. A heifer could be entered in an open pen, and halter class)
Pedigrees will be required for each purebred animal, so provide a copy of the registration papers along with your show entry.
For crossbred animals, a copy of the dam or sire registration papers should be included.
Be prepared to vote on the 2018 Cutest Calf.

Show Classes:
1. Yearling Heifer January to April 2017 …………………………………………………#of Entrants_______
Open Pen (loose in a single pen, with no halters)
2.

Yearling Heifer May to December 2017…………………………………………….#of Entrants_______
Open Pen

3. 2017 Yearling Crossbred Heifers…………………………………………………………#of Entrants_______
Open Pen
4. 2017 Yearling Bull ……………………………………………………………………………..#of Entrants_______
Closed Pen (each bull will be judged within his own pen)
5.

Yearling Bull at Halter………………………………………………………………………..#of Entrants________

6. Any Age Steer Open Pen………………………………………………………………………#of Entrants________
7. Showmanship Junior 16 and Under……………………………………………………#of Entrants_________
Contestants may show any heifer or steer at halter
8. Showmanship Senior 17 and Over……………………………………………………..#of Entrants__________
Contestants may show any heifer or steer at halter

Fees:
Total # of Animals Attending the Summer Show _____________ X $50.00 pen fee = $____________
Total # of Adult Barbeque Tickets _____X $20.00
$_____________

=

Total # of Kids Barbeque Tickets ______X $10.00

= $_____________

Total # of Adult Pancake Breakfast Tickets ______X $10.00

= $_____________

Total # of Kids Pancake Breakfast Tickets _______X $5.00

= $_____________

GRAND TOTAL

MSW Farms
Ponoka, Alberta
From Ponoka:
5 miles West on 53
5 miles North on 795
1 1/2 miles West on 435

= $_____________

Send Completed Entry Form with
Cheque to:
Alberta Texas Longhorn Association
c/o Shawna Dennis
Site 7, Box 2, RR 1 South
Thorsby, Alberta
T0C 2P0
Make Cheque Payable to Alberta Texas
Longhorn Association
Call 780-361-8871 or 780 312-9707
Deadline for Entries is July 5th, 2018

Calf Scour Management
Wandering out in the pasture at calving time is one of the most
rewarding experiences for any cattle rancher. But if the calf is
listless, droopy eared, sunken eyed and the manure is runny,
our hearts sink, and we get ready to battle scours.

Here’s some advice from Alberta Agriculture:

Calf scours can cause a large financial loss to cow-calf producers. With scours, the intestine fails to absorb fluids and/or secretion, and the material is passed into the small and large
intestines. These higher fluid levels in the manure result in a
watery discharge. Death loss can be upwards of 50% or more
in severe episodes. Scours is actually just the symptom of a
disease that can be caused by many different bacteria and viruses. Many of the losses caused by scours can be prevented
through good management practices.
What is calf scours?
Calf scours is the most common symptom of illness in young
calves and can be caused by several different viruses, bacteria
and organisms. Most often it is a problem in the first month of
life. Viruses like the rotavirus (most common) and bacteria like
salmonella and E.coli, as well as coccidian and other internal
parasites can cause scours. When attacked by these infectious
agents, the calf's gut is still so immature; making it the weakest
point of the calf's system, the lining of the bowel is damaged
and results in the loss of large amounts of body fluid into the
gut. The calf is quickly dehydrated, electrolytes are unbalanced
and energy reserves become depleted. A calf is approximately
70% water at birth, so the loss of body fluids through diarrhea
produces the rapid dehydration. The younger the calf, the
greater the chance of death.
What are some things I can do to reduce the occurrence of
calf scours?
There are several management strategies to help prevent
scours from infecting your calf crop. Calve heifers in a separate
area from older cows. Their calves' immunity levels are typically lower than calves from older cows. Avoid wet calving barns
and areas if possible, try to calve on pasture if the weather
permits. The ideal calving environment would be a fairly steep
hillside pasture with a windbreak, accompanied by warm, dry
weather. One of the primary causes of scours is a wet, muddy
and cold calving environment.
Provide portable calf shelters on pasture to keep calves dry
and protected from chilling winds.

It is also essential that these sheds be moved or cleaned out
periodically.
If calving in smaller spaces, turn the cow/calf pairs out to a
clean pasture area as soon as possible.
Isolate any scouring calves and treat immediately. Clean and
disinfect the environment. Early isolation is critical to help aid
in preventing the spread of scours to other calves.
Have cows and heifers in good body condition, and on an appropriate nutrition program to help ensure calves are born
healthy and strong.
Vaccinate herd six and three weeks prior to the beginning of
the calving season. Follow label instructions.
Make sure that newborn calves receive adequate amounts of
colostrum.
Don't rely exclusively on vaccines, as they can't be 100% effective if the calves are born in a muddy area that is already infected with diseases.
How do I treat calf scours?
The immediate treatment and most important is to administer
fluids, electrolytes and energy. Fluid is essential, but the fluid
cannot be absorbed from the gut unless it contains electrolytes
(salts) in proper proportions. Scouring calves should receive at
least 10% of body weight of fluids and electrolytes is scouring
is mild, and more if it is severe. Use a high quality electrolyte
mixture administered with a stomach tube, twice daily. Don't
mix the fluid and electrolytes with milk, as it will cause the milk
to curdle and be of no benefit. Consult with a veterinarian on
whether to use antibiotics, as some antibiotics can increase the
severity of scours, and can cause muscle damage.

ATLA 2018 Dam of the Year Jackpot
ATLA Dam of 2018 Entry Form
Name of Owner________________________________________
Name of Cow (s) _______________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Mail photos to:
2018 ATLA Dam of the Year
Alberta Texas Longhorn Association
c/o Chris Hepfner
RR1, Leduc, Alberta T9E 2X1
Phone: 780-387-4874
Email: hepfner@xplornet.com

Every year, the ATLA chooses to
honour an Alberta Texas Longhorn
Cow.
It’s easy to enter. This summer head
out to your pasture and take photos
of your cows. (We know you do anyway)
But this time, do not show brands in
your pictures or identify the ownership in any way.

Pictures and entry fees must be submitted by September 30th,
2018.
Fee is 20 dollars per cow

Enter as
many of your favourite cows (2 yrs &
older) as you wish.
The entry fee is 20 dollars per animal
The year, name of cow, and owner
will be printed on a plaque each year
for this program.
The Owner of the Dam of the Year
will get 50 percent of the total entry
fees, the other 50 percent goes to
ATLA operating costs.

ATLA Member
MSW Farms Win
Environmental
Stewardship Award
By Jordie Dwyer for Ponoka News

An area farm that has gone out of its way the past few
years has been recognized with a prestigious award.

tems and keep our livestock out of the river,” she said.

“We host tours and we have the kids explain how the solar
The Battle River Watershed Alliance (BRWA) earlier this
waters keep the cows out of the river, how the fences promonth released its list of winners of its 2017 OutsTanding tect the plants along the river bank, how the plants deIn Stewardship (OTIS) awards with Ponoka’s MSW Farms
crease the erosion and how the overall health of the river
named the recipient in the business category.
and life in it are improved because of these actions. By
teaching our children the importance of protecting the
The operation, located along the Battle River northwest of
land and environment, we hope our passion for growing
Ponoka is a family affair run by Mark and Tina Stewart,
quality food products while still protecting nature will live
whose farm is more than simply raising grass-finished
on for generations to come.”
beef, bison, elk, chicken and pork and the sale of purebred
breeding stock of Texas Longhorns.
Tina added their direct-marketing business is based on
grass and if they look after the grass and the rest of the
“We are very honoured and excited to be named the OTIS
environment, then the grass and the land will look after
business award winners for 2017. We are very passionate
them.
about protecting the river valley along our property and
being presented with this award is a nice surprise recogni- “We would like to encourage others along the river valley
tion and pat on the back for the work we have done,” said to invest in the future of the river banks by taking any
Tina.
steps possible to stop erosion, improve plant life and protect its natural wildlife,” she said.
“Our overall goal includes nurturing the environment so
that we can protect wildlife, the river valley and the land. BRWA research and stewardship coordinator Susanna BruThis helps us to produce healthy grass so we can grow
neau explained the OTIS awards are for taking action to
healthy food for our family and for yours.”
make the watershed a better place to live for all life and
for future generations.
While the Stewarts have put in place more than two kilometres of fencing to keep animals away from the river and “MSW Farms were nominated because of the Stewart’s
installed several off-site watering stations, they have also tremendous work on the Ponoka Riparian Project as well
helped plant some 7,000 trees with the help of the Agro- as their dedication, enthusiasm, great support and promoforestry and Woodlot Extension Society and host tours to tion of the benefits of the project,” she said.
explain why it is so important to do what they call
“The Stewarts have also gone far beyond the project as
‘STEWARTship’.
they continue to speak about environmental stewardship
“We will continue to plant more trees, fence more acres, of the land and this award is, in part, recognition for that
continue to utilize our solar powered off-site watering sys- work as well.”

Alberta Affiliate TLBAA
Prince and Princess Contest
Eligibility:

Prince and Princess
Entry Form:
Name of Bull:
________________________________

Have a TLBAA registered 2017 heifer or bull
Have a current TLBAA membership in good
standing
Have an Alberta Texas Longhorn membership in good standing
Pictures must be taken between July 1 and
July 13, 2018
Brands cannot be visible in the picture
Nothing in the background of the picture to
identify or influence the animal.
Submit one profile picture of your animals
by July 13th.
An independent judge will determine the
winning heifer and bull to represent Alberta.
There is no cost to members, and the
TLBAA entry fee will be covered by the
ATLA

Name of Heifer
________________________________

Owner__________________________
Address_________________________
Phone:__________________________
Email:___________________________

Mail entries to:

Prince and Princess Contest
Alberta Texas Longhorn Association
c/o Chris Hepfner
RR1, Leduc, Alberta T9E 2X1
Phone: 780-387-4874
Email: hepfner@xplornet.com

The Alberta winners will be announced
at this fall’s Select show and Sale in
Ponoka, Alberta

“I Shall Call You Mini Moo”

All submissions will be printed in the
Winter ATLA Newsletter

