As we reach this pivotal moment in the life of the Abraham and Sarah, 


it is important to remember what has been building up to it, 



so that we can understand what this text is saying to us.  

Since it is not the first time we have heard this name Isaac, 


we should know by now that Isaac means what?  SLIDE


“Laughter.”  

Every time his coming has been mentioned to Abraham, 


laughter has followed.  

Which should be wonderful 


if we believe that there is only one kind of laughter.  



That of hearing the funniest joke ever.  

For me, that would be, SLIDE

“What is big, 


green, 


and if it falls out of a tree, 



will kill you?  SLIDE

A pool table.”  

Now if your ears were listening to people around you, 


you probably heard not the hearty  belly chuckle 



that I had around a campfire a couple decades ago.  


You probably heard some groans, 



some eye rolls 




(when they are that big, 




they do make a sound), 



maybe a “huh!” 




as the truth set in that it is an absolutely correct statement.  


Just nothing that we have imagined.

So we have just established that there are different kinds of laughs.  

In Genesis 21:6, 


we hear the laughter we prefer and long for.  



The laughter of joy and wonder! SLIDE

“God has brought me laughter, 



and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.”   


This is healthy laughter.  



It is comes from a positive place of having a hope fulfilled 




beyond any expectation of reality.  

Listen to Sarah's conclusion.  SLIDE

“Who would have said to Abraham 



that Sarah would nurse children? 


Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”  
Now this word for laughter in Hebrew, SLIDE

“ṣāḥaq” (Saw Hack) 



embodies what we have already discovered about laughter.  

It can mean laugh 


or mock. 

To laugh with joy 


or incredulity.  

The Dictionary of Biblical Languages 


sounds like a Dictionary of Biblical languages 

when it defines Sahaq as, SLIDE

“make a guttural sound related to irony or humor, 


often with the associative meaning of mocking or reviling.”  

To discover whether it is with joy 


like we assume Sarah is doing at the start of this passage 

or with mocking, or reviling, 


it is only the context clues surrounding it that clarify.  

We see the context matter in 17:17 SLIDE

when Abraham is told about this 

and in 18:12 



when Sarah is informed.  

The term used for laughter there is also Sahaq, 


it is in the same qal tense.  

The context clues do not tell us that it is from a place of joy.  


Falling facedown while laughing 



can be a great sign of joy.  


On the flight for our honeymoon, 



I would have fallen out of my seat laughing at a movie 




if it were not for the fact I was buckled in.  



I was already operating from a place of joy 




in just marrying Lisa 




and the wordplay of the movie made the joy overflow.  

Abraham's words sound much more mocking to me, 


“Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? 


Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?” 

The offering of a more realistic alternative that follows solidify that.   


“If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!”

Sarah's context in 18:12 is no better.  


The old age 


and past child bearing 



is again established before we hear, 


“So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, 



“After I am worn out 



and my master is old, 




will I now have this pleasure?”  

So the context clues 


help us hear what is going on to change the type of laughter.  

They do not immediately help us understand why 


the same news is heard so differently in chapters 17 and 18 



versus 21.  

We need to dive into the theological beliefs held in 17 and 18 versus 21 


to understand why the laughter is so different.  



Why it moves from mocking to joy?  

Tim Kellar helped me hear the theological reason when he said, 


“They were afraid to hope” 


and they had “lost their wonder.”  



These two actions are joy killers.  

If you can't bring yourself to hope, 


you are saying that you know how life is going to go.  


You are in control 



and not letting go of the way things are.  

This is why they have also lost their wonder.  SLIDE

Those of you who know someone in their teenage years 



know the danger of losing wonder.  

Children in their elementary years are always saying, 


“Woah! Wow! Amazing.”  

I remember in my teenage years, 


I laughed a lot, 



but it was not in amazement or wonder.  

My laughter shifted from joy to mocking.  

Everything I didn't understand 


or have control of, 



I made fun of 



or laughed at.  


I still carry this habit 



when I am overwhelmed and perplexed, 



I mock instead of wonder.  


This habit helps me pretend I am still in control.  

Some of you have reached a place of maturity 


where you are back to awe and wonder.  



Each new day is seen as a gift.  



You are amazed at what you see 




and get to experience again.  



You embrace the gift that grandchildren are 




and enjoy walking with them in discovering the world again.  

In doing all these things, 


your laughter is from a place of joy again.

Abraham should have been to this place of joy 


in chapters 17 and 18.  

They were 100 and 90 years old respectively.  


As the contexts of both of their situations showed, 



they were not ready to give up control 



and live in wonder yet.  

The suggestion of Ishmael 


as the promised child from Abraham, 

Sarah's comment about her body being worn out, 


both say, 



I can not even imagine a way that is humanely possible.  



I know how the world works, 



I have already run the scenarios in my head 




and these are your choices Yahweh.  


Ishmael or your plan fails.

Then we hear Sarah's words in 21:6. SLIDE

“God has brought me laughter,.”  

Notice it does not say, 


“I have created laughter.” 



or any variation there of.  

Under Sarah's control, 


laughter was without joy.  


It was mocking and derisive.  


It was without hope and wonder.  



It was safe.  

Is safe the kind of life we want to live 


or is joy and wonder where we want to live?  
I will at least help you test where you are at.  SLIDE

When you think about God, 



the creator of the universe coming to dwell among us 




through the birth to the virgin Mary, 



do you fixate on the question of how that would even be possible 



or do you fixate on 




why would God be willing to give up so much to help you, 




especially if we were going to just crucify him in the end?  


One answer is you staying in control 



and one is filled with wonder.  

There is wonder to be probed in how God made something out of nothing, 


but that isn't probably where you are landing at 



if that is where you are starting.  

Sarah concludes with, SLIDE

“And everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.”  

Everyone who hears about this 


has laughed with Sarah.  

The question is, 


which type of laugh?  

Which is why we read on 


to the story of Ishmael being sent away.  

Since Isaac is the Son of Laughter, 


we should not be surprised that 



the word pops up again in this text. 


At least Sahaq.  

Our text reads in verse 9, SLIDE

“But Sarah saw that the son 



whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham 




was mocking,” 

Remember the range of Sahaq.  


In this passage 




the tense changes from qal to piel, 




which The stronger Piel stem connotes positively, 





play and sport, 




or negatively, mockery and derison.”  



So either puns 




to flat out teasing.  
It is here that we see a third route laughter can lead us to.  SLIDE

We can laugh because we lack hope and wonder 



and therefore mock, 


we can laugh because we have hope and wonder 



and therefore laugh freely with joy, 


or in this case we hear laughter 



and hear it as challenging our idol.

How did Sarah go from inviting everyone to laugh with her to somehow, 


2-5 years later, 



depending on when the weaning happened, 




sending Ishmael away for laughing?  

From what we have already established, 


Ishmael's culpability comes just in where he is at in his teen years.  



He is at that phase of life 




where he can not take anything that he doesn't understand 




with out making it a joke.  

The bigger question is, 


why does Sarah react so sternly?  

Ishmael was her way of building a family 


and was her hope for over 13 years.  

For the past 3 to 5 years, 


that has shifted to Isaac.  



The closeness of nursing every day, 



multiple times a day, 



creates an incredible bond that I will never experience.  


But if you have done it, 



you know it.  

In Sarah's case, 


the preciousness, 


the joy and wonder, 
SLIDE


has slowly moved from wonder of the gift giver, 




“God has brought me laughter.” 



to worship of the gift.  




The child Isaac himself.  


This is the case of all idol worship.  



We take all the good gifts that God has given us 




and what we should praise 




and be amazed that God would give us, 



and remove God from the equation 




and focus the praise and amazement on the gift.  

In this case, 


the gift was Isaac.  

Sarah would not be the first 


or last parent to prioritize her children over God.  

We can easily love our child 


who is physically here with us.  

Loving the God who brought us the child 


is harder.  

So Sarah takes what should have been a great day 


and turns it to a place of death.  



Ishmael and Hagar are sent away.

We are left to see why we should worship the gift giver 


and not gift itself.  

God could have done all of these things in an easier way, 


but so many lives would have been different.  

For Hagar and Ishmael, 


when we last focused on them in chapter 16, SLIDE


she had run away 



because she was being beaten as Sarah's slave.  




She was being treated as property.  



If she would have continued on that road, 




she would have lived out the rest of her life as a fugitive slave.  


By going back into the chaos, 



life was hard and brutal.  

However in this scene, 


when she is sent away, 



she is sent away as free woman




 instead of a slave.  


Her Mistress has given her the freedom to go.  



She is no longer a fugitive, 



but a free woman with Ishmael who is now 100% her child, 




not Sarah's.  


Sarah has released them both.  

So they leave with the gift of freedom 


and the gift of the blessing of Abraham. 

God sent the two away with the promise 


that Ishmael would be the father of a nation 



and that is why all three major religions have this story of Abraham 




as part of their founding texts.  

It shows the giver can do more than we can do on our own.  
So we should constantly be in wonder and amazement.  SLIDE

But this story acknowledges the other two poles we can also fall off to.  



Scoffing and mockery 



or idolization of the gifts.  

May we laugh with joy and wonder more often.
