Theology of Place, Race and Grace

Our quest needs to start with a theological foundation. To build a pastoral ministry on current trends is extremely dangerous. Many have built their ministry on sociology and they have given us the “homogeneous principle” which has ruled church growth for the past 15 yrs. Others have built their ministry on psychology and they have given us a way to manage sin in the church. We no longer call people to repentance but give them tools by which they can cope with the inconsistencies in their lives. Others have built their ministry on anthropology and have accommodated the gospel to a particular people group and have syncretistically included the customs and culture without discernment of right and wrong, true and false, good and evil. 

Robert McAfee Brown says, “There is no true theology without engagement; theology must issue from engagement and lead to renewed engagement.” Action or ministry leads us to rethink our theology and renewed theology perspective leads us to revitalized ministry. 




Spirituality






Imagination


We move from theology to ministry by imagination – we are not indicating fantasy here but we are indicating creativity mixed with vision. It is in this context that change is suggested and implemented resulting in new forms of ministry. We are often overcome by reality and dragged down by the status quo. We must cultivate a spirit of theologizing in which we look to God for what he wants the world and those who live in it to look like. 

Spirituality is the second part of the process. Our practice informs our theology through spiritual reflection. John Patton in his book “From Ministry to Theology” states that, “Christian ministry involves not only understanding what we do in the light of our faith, but also understanding our faith in the light of what we do.”  None of us have our faith shaped in a vacuum. Spirituality in this context has two dimensions. First, there is an objective dimension in which we discover the meaning that is resident in our lives, whether we have recognized it before or not. Second, is a subjective dimension where we give meaning to various parts of our lives. Therefore, through ministry we gain insight to meaning and give meaning to our lives. As we integrate both of these dimensions there is a great sense of God’s presence in our lives and ministry. True spirituality then is not just prayer, worship or meditation but it is the way we conduct our daily lives by ministering, working, voting, playing, etc. Rom. 12:1-2

This kind of spirituality gives us depth, meaning and purpose to our lives. Isa. 58: 3-7 gives us interesting insight into God’s view of spirituality.

As we begin this study I have chosen three theological anchors for our studying and thinking together. We are created in the Image of God, We have been sent forth to multiply and seek God and we have been given a salvation that is not based on any human merit. I have titled these a  “Theology of Race” “Theology of Place” and “Theology of Grace.

It is very important to realize that our theology is biased by our culture, status, and hermeneutical approach to the scriptures. No theology is truly objective. There is a constant cycle going on in the development of our theology. Our understanding of scripture develops our theology and our theology influences our interpretation of the scriptures. Therefore individualized theology is quite inadequate for ministry. Theology should be shaped in community and in the process of dialogue with other believers our theology is tested and either affirmed or changed. When that community includes people of gender, race, ethnicity, class, etc. we then have a much more balanced theology for ministry. Also in this process our faith is strengthened because we realize that our faith works. 

Theology of Place “Missio Dei”

“Missio Dei” God has always had a global mission in mind. He has from the beginning sought to bring all peoples to Himself. His scattering of the peoples across the world was to prevent them from assuming supreme power and defying his sovereign rule over all the earth. The tower of Babel illustrates the foolishness of man to defy and deny the sovereign rule of God and in its place create something which would make a name for themselves. Man has always thought inwardly and selfishly whereas God has always thought globally and selflessly. In every generation and age God has raised up a testimony to His saving grace and loyal love. Salvation in every generation and age has always been through faith based on blood sacrifice. His message and mission has never changed since the creation and fall of mankind. 

Gen. 11 – The scattering of the people of the world 


· Same language and same words

· Come let us make bricks – humankind not allowed to make or fashion stone

· Build for ourselves a city 

· Citadel to reach heaven

· Make a name for ourselves 

· Not be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth 

Acts 17:22-31 – The interpretation of scattering of the people 

· God creator of world and all things 

· Lord of heaven and earth 

· Not dwell in temples 

· Not served by human hands 

· Gives to all life and breath and all things 

· He made from one every nation of humankind to live on the face of the earth

· He determined their appointed the times (Acts 1:8)

· He determined the boundaries of their habitation 

· That they might seek God 

· If they might grope for Him and find Him 

· He is not far from each one of us 

· For in him we live and move and exist 

· We are offspring of God 

· Divine nature of God not like gold, silver or stone or and image from the thought of humankind 

· God graciously overlooked times of ignorance

· God declaring to humankind everywhere to repent

· He has fixed a day of judgement 

· Judge the world in righteousness

· He has appointed one raised from the dead (Jesus) 

· Having furnished proof to all men by raising him from the dead

Gen. 12 – God’s covenant to bless all of the nations of the world.


Land – Palestine – 4:31-40


Seed – Throne of David – 2 Sam. 7:11-17


Blessing – Holy Spirit – Ezek. 36

Acts 2 – Babel revisited

· Birth of the Church

· Holy Spirit poured out on people 

· Nations heard in own language 

· God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ

· Repentance and baptism to reunite with God and family of God 

Theology of Race “Imago Dei”

Imago Dei: 

The question of who we are and who God is are not two independent and unrelated questions but they are two complementary and interrelated aspects of one question. The Genesis account affirms to us that we are indeed created in the image of God. This fundamental claim is of great theological significance and has direct implications for everything we say and do in ministry. 

Gen. 1:26-28 

1. We are created as one. 

2. All of creation comes from one created being Adam. We all have our roots in him. He is the primal source for all the races of the world. In him was all of the genetic structures for the similarity and diversity of humankind. This first Adam  

3. We are created spiritual beings “ God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul.”

4. We are created for relationships. “It is not good that man should be alone”

5. We are created for creativity.  “ God took man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. (dominion, rule, serve, and guard) 

6. We are created for community. “Be fruitful and multiply” 

7. We are created for compassion. “ For this reason leave your father and mother and cleave to your wife.” 

The disconnection of humankind from God through sinful disobedience distorted all of the attributes and actions of humankind. 

1. Our oneness has been fragmented  - racism, tribalism, classism, and sexism has been the results. 

2. Humankind has negated any spiritual needs and has attempted to become self sufficient without God.

3. Our relationships both as families as well as people groups has become fragmented and broken leading to violence and destruction. 

4. Creativity focused on self has become warped and distorted for self serving and consumeristic purposes.

5. Community has been replaced by individualism and privatization which isolates us from one another and through competition instead of complementing we live in the downward spiral of narcissism. 

6. The loss of compassion has turned sexuality into a commodity for exploitation and temporary gratification. 

What other passages relate to this Theology of Race


Gen. 12 – God will bless all the nations of the earth 


Isaiah 42:6-8 – Israel was to be a light to the nations


Ruth – inclusive nature of God’s love 


Jonah – inclusive redemption of God’s Love 


Acts 2 – Nations included in the birth of the church


Ephesians 2 – No barriers between Jew-Gentile, Male-Female- Bond-Free


Revelation 7:9,10

Implications for our study: 

1. All nations and races are derived from Adam

2. God’s original intent was that mankind should live in community – with one another and with Him. 

3. God has called us all to exercise compassion to one another – we are to rule, have dominion, serve and guard with compassion 

4. We are to have an inclusive posture to the nations in our ministry 

5. Racism, Classism, sexism, and prejudice of any kind is a sin

Theology of Grace

God was in the world reconciling men and women from every class and culture to Himself through the work of Christ on the cross which is based on grace not on works. “For by grace are you saved through faith.”

Philemon reveals the Theological Building Blocks for Reconciliation 


Redeeming Love (vs. 10-14) – Provides a new beginning 


Transforming Forgiveness (vs. 15-16) – Provides a new relationship


Restoring Sacrifice (vs. 17-20) – Provides a new family 

Ephesians reveals the theological process for reconciliation (Eph. 2:13-22)


Through Christ’s blood we are brought together


Through Christ’s peace we have barriers destroyed 


Through Christ’s sacrifice we are made into one new body 


Through Christ’s power we become members of the same household

Philippians reveals the immanency of Christ as the catalyst to bring man and God together in reconciliation.


Christ was equal with God

Christ became a man

Christ became a servant


Christ was obedient to death on a cross 

Colossians reveals the transcendent power to overcome all things (1:13-22)


Christ delivered us out of darkness into His kingdom


Christ is the image of God


In Christ all things were created in heaven and earth, visible and

invisible, thrones and dominions, rulers and authorities. 


Christ reconciled us through death to present us before Him holy and

blameless and beyond approach. 
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