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Finnebago Brings
Lecturer to
Schroeder

Silver Bay, MN

By Kitty Mayo
When Frank Eld couldn’t find a camper for
his pick-up, he built one. But not just any
truck camper, a Finnish-type cabin that sits in
the back of his truck and is aptly named the
"Finnebago".
"I never anticipated what an icebreaker the
Finnebago would be, but wherever I go it’s the
first thing anyone who talks to me wants to
know about," said Eld.
And that’s a perfect lead-in for a guy who
travels the continent in search of Finnish
construction log cabins that are almost always
far off the beaten path. Author of one book on
the topic, Eld is in search of Finnish homesteads while he works on his second book.
Eld grew up in Idaho, the son and grandson
of Finnish immigrants who had settled in a
mile high mountain valley in central Idaho.
Fifty years ago Eld helped establish a museum
in nearby Roseberry, Idaho, and in the process
of restoration he says that he first realized that
eight of the 25 buildings making up the museum were unique.
"I realized the construction was different
than traditional log buildings, so I got curious
and made myself a promise that when I retired
I would find out more about Finnish log
construction," said Eld.
That promise led to a trip to Finland, Minnesota five years ago, where Eld has friends. He
did find the same type of square-hewn,
scribed, close fitting log construction here, and
he went on to travel many thousands of miles
across the U.S. and Canada to document many
more Finnish communities.
His first forays led to the book titled "Finnish Log Construction - The Art", and to his
being named one of two Finlandia Foundation
National’s Lecturer of the Year 2018.
Finlandia Foundation National is a nonprofit
organization founded in 1953 that administers
grants, scholarships, and programs in support
of Finnish heritage and Finnish-American
culture.
The squared, fitted log construction replaced
traditional stacked round log cabins for the
Finns, a labor intensive process that also
produced sounder, longer lasting buildings.
"There is no chinking with fitted logs, and
that’s at the heart of what is a lost art. My
mission is to educate people and get them to
preserve what is still standing," said Eld.
Chinking that has to be constantly main-
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Summer is over and the children are back in
school. Now’s a good time to think about
earning some extra cash. Several part-time
positions available at the AmericInn Silver Bay.
Pleasant work environment and comparable
wages. Accepting applications for:
• Front Desk • Maintenance
• Housekeeping • Pool Attendant
• Laundry • Breakfast Attendant
Apply in person or call Mike @ 218-226-4300

Walk-In Flu
Vaccine Clinic

BUYING BALSAM BOUGHS
In Finland
Make Extra Income This Fall!
Contact Gary @ 353.7395 before selling,
for regulations & specifications.
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Moon Gala
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Weekly on
Tuesdays & Thursdays
Starting October 9th
to October 30th.
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1:00pm-5:00pm
tained, and round logs that don’t shed water as
well and succumb to rot were left behind by
Finns who over centuries learned a more
sustainable method that lasted.
"As long as the roof is kept, those cabins will
last for centuries. When I see these old cabins
still standing in the woods for a hundred years,
I see a treasure, or a piece of art," said Eld.
Eld says that his next book will be expanded
to include a wider geographical area, and will
talk about Finnish homesteads and farmsteads
in addition to Finnish log construction. In the
book he will be exploring what Finns did when
they faced different conditions in their immigration experience, and it brings to mind what
his mother often said: "We did what we had
to."
Eld spoke at the Cross River Heritage Center
in Schroeder about his research and Finnish
log construction on Saturday, September 22nd.
The talk was free, and in addition to Eld’s
powerpoint presentation, he offered a hands-on
demonstration of the specific Finnish cabin
building techniques.

For the second year KTWH is bringing
back their autumn fundraiser “Harvest
Moon Gala” this Saturday, October 6th.
“This year it's all about dancing and music, we want people to get up and dance,”
said Marlys Wisch, volunteer with the community radio station.
Held at the Moose Lodge in Two Harbors,
the event will begin with a social hour at
6:00 pm, with hors d'oeuvres, dancing, music and bidding on the silent auction beginning at 7:00 pm.
“My motto is 'Bid early, bid often, and bid
high!',” said Wisch.
The silent auction will have many items
of interest ranging from donations from notable local artists, to discounted tickets to
restaurants and local attractions.
Bill Rabold will DJ and MC for the event,
and the Northwoods Band will be on hand
to play their renditions of 1950's music.
Trained dancers from the Superior Ballroom
Dance Studio in Duluth will give demonstration dances including ballroom, the
Charleston and Latin dance, as well as getting the crowd on their feet.
Wisch encourages anyone coming out to
dress in the clothing style of their favorite
dance era, whether that's poodle skirts and
saddle shoes, or a full length ballroom
gown.
“KTWH is a nonprofit, so we always need
to be raising money to pay rent, and keep
the station running even with lots of volunteers. Plus, it's going to be a blast!,” said
Wisch.
Tickets to the event are $20 at the door.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
Elaine Rollins, Air Force Reserve, Captain
Rollins says that the program to allow
women with dependents to join the Air Force
Reserve was just beginning when she signed
on.
"As far as I know I was the first woman to
join the Air Force Reserve with a dependent,
it took almost a year to get in after I signed up
because of all the paperwork," said Rollins.
As a nurse in anesthesia school at that time
starting in 1971, Rollins says that the reserves
were a good, part time job that helped her pay
for her schooling. A 2nd Lieutenant when she
went in, five years later she had made Captain.
After six weeks training Rollins was a
qualified flight nurse, and on training weekends would "fly around the flagpole". "We
called the weekend training flights ‘flying
around the flagpole’. We would fly from the
Cities up to Duluth and back, all the while
practicing our in-flight nursing skills," said
Rollins.
Eventually Rollins met her now-husband,
Joe, when he was a base commander. Joe
Rollins joined the Navy right out of college

and became a pilot, flying off of the carrier
USS Shangri-la. After four years in the Navy
he went back to civilian life, but eventually
joined the Air Force Reserve and earned the
rank of full Colonel. During a time when Joe
was commander of the 934th Airlift Base in

Minneapolis-St. Paul, Elaine and Joe met.
Elaine Rollins is originally from Two
Harbors, and is now a Silver Bay resident.
Elaine and Joe have been married for 24
years.
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