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“He heals the brokenhearted, And binds up their wounds.” (Ps. 147:3)

The Healing and Restoration of Peter - Part II
(Reenacting Peter’s Denial in order to Heal and Restore him)
The Nativity Scene:

safe in Egypt.

Christmas is around the corner. In remembrance of this
holiday people decorate their homes. From all the decorative
ideas I like the Nativity Scene. This in itself is our way of
reenacting the Christmas Story.
In an article published on Bible.org, Daniel B. Wallace,
concludes with the following ideas.
“We've been looking at several aspects of the birth of Jesus
Christ in this short study. Now, we want to put it all together.

And the magi believed the Scriptures. They had traveled
several hundred miles to worship this Babe. They were guided
to Bethlehem by a supernatural celestial phenomenon--and by
the Scriptures. Apparently, their ancestors had been instructed by Daniel the prophet about the coming Messiah. . . When
they saw the child, they fell down and worshiped him. This
was God in the flesh. They could do no other.
And they gave him gifts--gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

In the winter of 5 or 4 B.C., God invaded history by taking
on the form of a man. He was born in a small town just south
of Jerusalem. Bethlehem, which means 'the house of bread,'
indeed became worthy of its name one lonely winter night. For
there, in that town, was born the Bread of Life . . .
His mother placed the infant king in a manger--or feeding
trough--because the guest room where they were to stay was
occupied. The birth of this king was celebrated that night only
by his mother, her husband, and a handful of shepherds. The
shepherds had been in the fields around Bethlehem, guarding
the lambs which would die at the next Passover. An angel
appeared to them and gave them the birth announcement:
"today in the city of David there has been born for you a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:11). In their simple
faith, they rushed to see their newborn king.
Shortly after the birth of the Messiah, magi from the east
arrived in Jerusalem and inquired of King Herod where the

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be
given to us; And the government will rest on
His shoulders; And His name will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal
Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)
real king of the Jews was to be born. The theologians of
Herod's court knew the Scriptures well--in 'Bethlehem' they
recited. Ironically, though they knew the Scriptures, they did
not believe them! They did not even bother to travel the five or
six miles to Bethlehem to see their Messiah.
But Herod believed the Scriptures! That is why he sent a
corps of butchers to Bethlehem to slaughter innocent children,
in hopes of destroying this rival to his throne. But he was too
late. The magi had come and gone and Jesus was by now

This was an unusual present--by any standards. The gold, of
course, we all can understand--but the frankincense and
myrrh were odd. Perhaps they had read Isaiah's prophecy that
“nations will come to your light, and kings to your rising . . .
They will bring gold and frankincense, and will bear good
news. . .” (Isa. 60:3, 6). This explains the frankincense, but not
the myrrh.
Now myrrh, like frankincense, was a perfume. But unlike
frankincense, myrrh smelled of death. In the ancient world, it
was used to embalm a corpse. Jesus himself would be embalmed with this very perfume (cf. John 19:39).
If the magi were thinking of Jesus' death when they brought
the myrrh, they no doubt knew of it from Daniel's prophecy
(9:24-27). In the ninth chapter of Daniel we read that the
'Messiah will be cut off' and this 'will make atonement for iniquity' and ultimately 'bring in everlasting righteousness'
(9:26, 24).
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Even at the birth of our
Savior, the shadow of the
cross is already falling
over His face. . .
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The theologians of
Herod's court did not believe the Scriptures. They
were fools. Herod believed, but disobeyed. He was a madman.
The simple shepherds and the majestic magi believed in this
infant Savior--and it was reckoned to them as righteousness.
May we follow in their train.”
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as in the good old days, takes the initiative again, “I am going
fishing.” Obviously, his colleagues still follow this natural
leader. “We will also come with you.” (John 21:3). So they
went fishing all night. Does this ring the bell? “They went out
and got into the boat; and that night they caught nothing.”
Yes, exactly! Let us rewind… Three years and a half ago they
had a similar experience. These are the exact words of Simon,
“Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing” (Luke
5:5). No surprise! Jesus anticipated all of this. With a familiar
voice. “So Jesus said to them, “Children, you do not have any
fish, do you?” They answered Him, “No.” The Lord knew; He
did not necessarily need to hear their answer. They needed to
hear it themselves. Do you think that this repeated experience
ringed loud in Peter’s heart? For sure it did! Jesus said to
them, “Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and you
will find a catch.” (John 21:6). And was exactly what
happened. They caught 153 big fish, and surprisingly, the net
did not get damaged.

The charcoal fire scene is the second important
scene that Jesus reenacted, post resurrection, at
the sea of Tiberias.

A Short Review:
During the last issue we tried to explain the extraordinary
way the Resurrected Jesus healed and restored Peter. Christ
used the reenacting technique. Jesus carefully reenacted three
major scenes from Simon’s life, those were:
(1) the fishing experience,
(2) the charcoal fire,
(3) the tree questions dialogue.
In this issue I would like to go over each of these experiences
post-Resurrection.

The fishing experience is the first important
scene that Jesus reenacted, post resurrection,
by the Sea of Tiberias

2. Reenacting the Charcoal Fire Experience:
What do you think? Were those seven men hungry? Were
they frustrated? What do you think they needed most at that
particular hour? Food, of course! A nice breakfast would be
perfect! Immediately after the miraculous fish catching experience was reenacted, John figured it out. He told Peter, “It is
the Lord” (John 21:7).
Breakfast was ready! “So when they got out on the land,
they saw a charcoal fire already laid and fish placed on it, and
bread” (John 21:9). Jesus invited them, “Come and have
breakfast.” (John 21:12). As in the past, Jesus, “took the bread
and gave it to them, and the fish likewise” (John 21:13).

1. Reenacting the Fishing Experience:
The Resurrected Jesus manifested Himself a couple of times
before this particular event. The disciples were already in Galilee. Seven of them were at the Sea of Tiberias. Simon Peter,

Let me ask you again: Do you think that seeing the charcoal
fire brought back the traumatic memories Peter experienced
just a few weeks ago? Certainly so! I am imagining that Peter
saw the entire scene being replayed in his mind: the inner
court of the high priest, a similar charcoal fire, his denial of
Jesus, his shame, his guilt, his bitter cry, and the rooster
crow.

PAG 3

The three consecutive dialogues and
three consecutive denials represent the
third, and probably the most important
of all the scenes that Jesus had to reenact in order to heal and reinstate Peter.
3. Reenacting the three questions dialogue:
John tells us that this represents the third time Jesus manifested Himself to His disciples after His resurrection (John
21:14). I tend to believe that John was particularly inspired by
the Holy Spirit to write this part with such great detail. He
was the one who facilitated Peter’s entry inside the high
priest’s court. Obviously the dialogue that took place between
the Lord and Simon Peter was public but I believe that John
was very close, therefore he heard the entire conversation
clearly. I am sure that if John could have conveyed Jesus’ tone
of voice, he would have definitely included it the text. I am
certain that the Lord’s voice communicated love, compassion,
care, and understanding. This was not time to rebuke Peter; it
was the time to heal and restore him.
Since Simon Peter denied Jesus three times, the Lord reenacted the scene by the charcoal fire by asking him three
consecutive questions. John 21, verses 15, 16, and 17, contain
the dialogue that took place by the Sea of Tiberias between the
Lord and Peter. I don’t think there is hidden meaning in the
words used by the Gospel writer. I just think it is a very
interesting and moving dialogue between Jesus and Simon
Peter.
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forewarns Peter that there will be a time when he will suffer a
violent, martyr-death, and by it Peter will glorify God. “Truly,
truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird
yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow
old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird
you, and bring you where you do not wish to go.” Now this He
said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God.
And when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me!”
(John 21:18-19).
I am certain that the exhortation, “Follow Me!” that the
Lord conveyed again to Peter post-resurrection was full of
deep meaning. It is very clear that Jesus is looking for love
and devotion and loyalty to His calling. May God help us all to
never forget these important aspects.
Let us remember that Jesus knows the end from the beginning and empowers us to endure it all. “According to Christian
tradition, Peter was crucified (64AD) in Rome under Emperor
Nero Augustus Caesar. It is traditionally held that he was
crucified upside down at his own request, since he saw himself
unworthy to be crucified in the same way as Jesus.” Moreover,
according to the Telegraph Magazine from UK, “Peter was
then crucified, upside down, in AD64. He was buried on a low
hill on which, 250 years later, the Emperor Constantine built
the first Basilica of St Peter.” (3)

Here is how the dialogue went:
(1) Do you agapao (1) Me? Yes, I phileo (2) You. (John 21:15)
(2) Do you agapeo Me? Yes, I phileo You. (John 21:16) (3) Do
you phileo Me? Yes, I phileo You. (John 21:17)
The first two times that Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love
Me?” John uses the Greek verb agapao. John indicated that
Peter replied using the Greek verb phileo. When Jesus asked
Peter for the third time, He used the Greek word phileo.
Peter’s reply is unchanged; he used the same word, phileo,
again. Some scholars (including D. A. Carson), argue that
John used synonym words for love, not to imply a hidden
meaning, but simply for stylistic variation.
How about the expression, ‘more than these’? What was Jesus trying to convey to Simon Peter? “So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of
John, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes,
Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My
lambs” (John 21:15). Most Bible scholars agree that ‘more than
these’ refers to ‘more than the other disciples.’ However, some
think that the question may refer to fishing boats, nets, and
the entire fishing business that were part of Simon’s previous
life. Peter acknowledged that Jesus knew everything. He assured the Lord of his loyalty.
From this short, but concise dialogue, we can deduct that
love for Christ is the first and highest requirement for faithful
service to God. This type of love is translated in some concrete
terms: feeding, caring, and ministering to those for whom
Christ died.
Again, in His infinite wisdom and loving-kindness, the Lord

Notes:
(1) Agapao, is used by Christians to express the unconditional love of God for His children. (See John 3:16). Thomas
Aquinas explained this further as “to will the good of another.”
(2) Phileo, means affectionate regard, friendship, loyalty to
friends, brotherly love. Philadelphia derives its name from the
Greek word phileo.
(3) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/7852507/Archeo
logists-find-evidence-of-St-Peters-prison.html

Merry Christmas and happy New Year!
With LOVE in Christ’s Service,

Valy Vaduva
Spiritual Mentor / Life Coach
P.S.: Thank you for your continuous prayers and financial
support! “And let the one who is taught the word share all good
things with him who teaches.” Gal. 6:6). If you are looking for
personal & personalized one-on-one spiritual life coaching sessions contact us immediately.

