Fr. Pat’s Message
Greetings,
We begin the new year of
2019-20. For me a whole new
world has opened up. First a few
words on the summer building
project. Again, one has to marvel
at what was accomplished in
such a short time. With fewer volunteers than usual, we built
five new homes and finished an extension to the church in
El Nino, which we started a few years ago. A more creative
use of local workers was a major help. Without Jerry Mialaret’s direction, it would not have been done. Although living
in Louisiana he comes out three times a year. On the first
trip in January, he scouts the possible sites proposed by the
leaders of San Eugenio Parish. On the second trip in April,
after consulting with the Tijuana Mission Board, with local
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help he preps the sites. Between January and June he budgets everything down to the last nail.

Then in June he goes full bore ahead with the construction. He searches for what he can get by
donation and then orders the rest from a lumber yard in Tijuana. There is no doubt that none of
this could be done without the volunteers and
YOUR financial contributions.
As many of you know I retired from
fulltime ministry on June 30th.We had a beautiful celebration at the parish on June 29th. It
was so heartwarming to see so many people

from my 57 years of ministry at Damien and
Holy Innocents. It was like watching a video as
their presence brought back so many awesome
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memories. Tijuana Mission greatly benefited
from their generous donations.

Going on from here I plan to live in a mobile home, christened Kilmurry Cottage, here in
Victorville, and be available to all of the High Desert parishes for priest supply. I will have a lot
more time for Tijuana and Mecca. (Continued pg. 2)
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The Tijuana Mission Outreach Foundation is looking
for individuals who feel the
need to respond to the poverty
of our neighbors. Whether
you would like to participate
in a single day food run,
clothes run, the Epiphany
Trip, or the weeklong Summer Building Trip, we need
you! Please visit our website
at
www.tijuanamission.org
and click the “join us” tab to
learn more about these volunteer opportunities. This is a
great way to earn community
service hours. We hope to see
you at the next mission trip!
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We understand that work, family,
or limited physical capabilities
may prevent some from traveling
down to Tijuana. Volunteers are
not the only necessity in helping
the impoverished of Mexico. It
takes a lot of funding to supply
the poor with the basic necessities of food, clothing and shelter.
If you feel inclined to help financially, we ask that you send a donation in the envelope provided
to you or visit our website at
www.tijuanamission.org
and
click the “online store” tab
where you can choose the denomination you would like to
donate. Thank you and we hope
that you are able to make a difference for someone’s life today!

Please visit our website at www.tijuanamission.org

(Fr. Pat’s Message Continued)

I will be able to return to what we had done in the olden days; primarily, doing food runs to
neglected areas. I will need help to do this and I do believe the help, as always, will be there
when I make the call. I was also planning to read a lot; something I have not allowed myself to
do in the past. However, that may have to wait when you read below.
People would ask me what I was
going to do when I retired. Jokingly, I
would tell them, “For openers, I would
like to sleep for a month”. God said,
“You are on!” In late June I had biopsies for skin cancer and ended up with
a staph infection. A week later I got another infection – not staph - in my left
eye. My blood sugar and my blood
pressure went haywire. Yes, I was
sleeping day and night, but not the
month long kind of rest I had looked
forward to. My cardiologist says that I
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needed exercise. (I identify with Garfield, I’m getting enough exercise sleeping 24/7). So after
four weeks I am well on the mend; my eye is a little slow, but getting there, thank God.
In August I will visit four parishes to raise funds for this year’s needs. Our goal is
$140,000. Prayerfully the parishes will be generous and you will continue to strongly support
Tijuana and Mecca Missions. May God bless you all abundantly,
-Pat Travers

Epiphany Trip, 2020
This year’s annual Epiphany Trip will take place on Sunday, January 19, 2019. In order for this
trip to be a success, we are in need of volunteers to distribute the goods as well as donations.
The Epiphany trip has consistently provided 250 families with bags of rice, beans, flour, loaves
of bread, canned hams, toiletries, blankets and toys for the children. Because of the difficulty in
transporting some of these items across the border, many of the food provisions are purchased
in Mexico weeks before the trip and stored at the parish before being distributed to the needy.
For this reason, your donations are as important as ever. If you are interested in attending next

year’s trip or would like to donate provisions, please contact us at tijuanamission@yahoo.com.

Summer Building Trip 2019 Update
Although this year’s Summer Building Trip
had far fewer volunteers, it was nonetheless
successful because of the hard work of those
who traveled down, the fantastic preparations
and leadership of Mr. Jerry Mialaret, and the
help of local workers who put in many hours
making sure all construction was complete. 5
new homes were built as well as an addition

to a previously built church! Thank you to all
who volunteered AND donated to make this
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year’s trip a reality. Please consider the Summer Trip in 2020! For more information about
what we do or to donate, please visit our website at www.tijuanamission.org. Your continued
support is deeply appreciated and truly transforms the lives of our brothers and sisters.

Father Pat’s Retirement Celebration
On June 29th, 2019, Father Pat Travers celebrated his retirement at Holy Innocents Parish in Victorville, California. Fellow Sacred Heart Priests joined Father in a celebration mass
and congratulated him on his 57 year ministry. Alumni from Damien High School, relatives of
Father Pat, Tijuana Mission volunteers, parishioners of Holy Innocents and countless other
people who have had the good fortune and grace of having Father Travers in their lives filled
the church to standing room only to celebrate this wonderful milestone.
When Father Pat was in the seminary, he originally believed God’s mission for his ministry would take him to Africa. Being sent to a Catholic high school in California came as a
surprise to the Irish lad. However, his new role would be shaped by his willingness to serve
others. As an educator he taught students the value of learning, and as an administrator and
eventual Pastor he would provide safety, stability and an serve as an example of faith to those
he encountered. But much like Saint Damien, Father Travers found another calling in serving
the underprivileged and neglected through his work with the Tijuana Mission. Father has
helped to improve the lives of countless people through his steadfast commitment to those in
need. But equally important, he has inspired numerous others to follow his example to serve
others in their daily lives. On behalf of the Tijuana Foundation, I would like to thank Father
Pat for his commitment to serving all of us and congratulate him on his retirement! Knowing
Father, “retirement” is certain to mean allocating more time to Tijuana and less on preparing

homilies. Thank you for continuing to be a true saint among us, Father!!!

