Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church!
It is good to be together, even if we are meeting online and/or in the
church parking lot. If you are new to Messiah, you can find out more about
our community at messiahlyndhurst.org or on our facebook page. During
this current health crisis, we will upload our service to our website each
Sunday morning (www.messiahlyndhurst.org). We invite you to follow
along at home with the order of service included below.
If you are new to Messiah, you can find out more about our community at
messiahlyndhurst.org or on our facebook page. During this current health
crisis, we will upload our service to our website each Sunday morning
(www.messiahlyndhurst.org). We invite you to follow along at home with
the order of service included below.
Prayer Concerns can be shared via email (pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org)
or phone (440-442-6941). Please indicate if you would like your request to
be considered for inclusion in worship. Please note that some elements of
the service are pre-recorded and prayer requests may not make it in until
the following week.
Children are encouraged to participate at home as they are able. If you
would like an at-home Sunday School Lesson Packet, please contact Cheryl
Moser for more info.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is typically celebrated the first and
third Sundays of each month, as well as on festival days. The date of our
next Communion Sunday is TBD. If Communion is new for you, we invite
you to have a conversation with Pastor Paul.

Serving in Worship Today:
Presiding Minister

The Rev. Paul Moody

Assisting Minister

Kristy Bohinc

Organ

Glenn Odenbrett

Reader

Alison Griffith
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

Ebeneezer
(based on ELW #511)
Charles Callahan
(As God gathers us on this day of resurrection,
we take time during the prelude to center ourselves
and prepare to receive the Gospel: both its proclamation
of grace and its call to action.)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
(Silence is kept for reflection)

Holy God,
you search us and know us.
You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow
your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.
We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone.
Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.
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How vast is God’s grace!
Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community
living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

Thy Strong Word - verses 1, 2, 4, 6
(ELW #511)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the
mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine
the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING

2 Kings 2:1-12

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha.
Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the
parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great
prophet Moses.

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind,
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay
here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to
Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and
said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from
you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”
1

Page | 4

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.”
But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”
So they came to Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew
near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take
your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”
6
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the
Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not
leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets
also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing
by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the
water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of
them crossed on dry ground.
9
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for
you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double
share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you
see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.”
11
As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.
12
Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel
and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own
clothes and tore them in two pieces.
4

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 50:1-6

Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth in glory. (Ps. 50:2)

The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting.
2
Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty,
God shines | forth in glory.
3
Our God will come and will | not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm.
4
God calls the heavens and the earth | from above
to witness the judgment | of the people.
5
“Gather before me my | loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.”
6
The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause,
for it is God | who is judge.
1

Page | 5

SECOND READING

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord
Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in
our lives through Christian ministry.

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as
Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said,
“Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
3

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

GOSPEL

Mark 9:2-9

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’
followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest
in the beloved Son.

The Holy Gospel According to Saint Mark:
Glory to you, O Lord.
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them
up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before
them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could
bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking
with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us
make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did
not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved;
listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them
any more, but only Jesus.
2

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
9

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

The Rev. Paul Jones Moody
(Please observe a moment of silence after the sermon)

HYMN OF THE DAY

God, Whose Almighty Word
(ELW #673)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all people in need.
(A brief silence)

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and
near, and for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
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For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean
deep; mountains, clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for
the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and
security guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of
governments, that they witness to mercy and justice throughout the world, let
us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all who suffer this day (especially), that Christ our healer transform
sickness into health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into
consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones
who cannot be with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that
God’s glory is revealed around and among us, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
(Here other intercessions may be offered)

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly
pilgrimage (especially missionaries Cyril and Methodius), that their lives of
service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of
the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(If you are gathered with others, please greet one another with a
sign of Christ’s peace, saying, “Peace be with you” or similar response.)
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OFFERING
(In response to God’s command to love our neighbors, we give of the resources God has
given us for the sake of the common good. Please give your tithes and offerings by mail or
electronically at messiahlyndhurst.org)

THANKSGIVING
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine
our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your
feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
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SENDING
MISSION PRAYER
As God has gathered us and filled our hearts with the Gospel,
now God sends us forth to serve in mission. Let us pray:
Gracious God, through belief in Christ and through the presence of the
Holy Spirit within us, empower us to share the word; care and support
each other and God's community; worship as a family in Christ; and be
Christ-like examples to those whose lives we touch.
Amen.

BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Alleluia, Song of Gladness
(ELW #318)
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
(Please observe a moment of silence before the postlude)

POSTLUDE

Praise God
Johann Sebastian Bach
arranged by Martha Powell Setchell

Messiah Staff Members
Organist: Glenn Odenbrett
Choir Director: Vicki Lester
Christian Education Director: Cheryl Moser
Office Administrator: Steven Liss
Building & Custodial: Steve Newcomer
Attributions
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Portions of Service of the Word.
Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44485. Scripture from
the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Music
reproduction (streaming and digital distribution) done with permission under ONE LICENSE #736747-A. All rights
reserved. Cover image: Artiom Vallet c/o unsplash.com.

Prayers
Prayer Team & Partners: Prayer is a vital part of the Christian life. Messiah
has a Prayer Team which will pray with/for you. If you have a prayer request,
please complete a blue Prayer Request Card – available in the sanctuary – which
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offer these options: (1) request a Pastoral follow-up, (2) include in the
intercessory prayers to be read aloud in worship, (3) add to the ongoing list in
the Bulletin and Grace Note, or (4) add to the Prayer Partner Email Chain.
(Contact Nancy Pittard to participate in the Prayer Partner Email Chain and/or to
serve on the Prayer Team)

Please pray for our siblings in Christ: The family and friends of David
Duncan, the family and friends of Randall Fagan, the family and friends of Toni
Wozniak, Jim Butler, Don Fulton, Tracy Galvin, Gayle E., Sara Hritz, Jayne
Imel, Paul Lovett, Adam Meredith, Morrey and Chris Nuss, Lisa Perry, Pam
Schneider, Phyllis Short, Kathy Strom, Jim Szatkowski, and all those in need of
comfort and healing.
(Your prayer request, printed in the bulletin, will remain active for a period of four weeks.
If you wish to have the prayer renewed, please fill out a new request card.)

Announcements
PLEASE NOTE: All upcoming activities and events are subject to change as
Messiah responds to the ongoing world health crisis.

Ashes at Home: Lent begins on Ash Wednesday is this coming week. In
preparation for worship that day, at-home “Ash Imposition Kits” will be
available for you to pick up at the church building beginning this Sunday,
February 14th. Each kit includes a Q-tip with oil and ashes, and a packet of
garden seeds. Find them in a box by the door at the parking lot entrance of the
church building.
Readers Needed for Virtual Services: Have you ever wanted to read the
scripture for our virtual services? You can now check the home page of our
website and look for the signup sheet banner near the top of the page. You’ll
be able to sign up and then record yourself reading in a quiet place and email it
to Pastor Paul to add to the service. If you have questions, please feel free to
reach Kristy at kbdesigns2010@hotmail.com. Thank you!
Pastoral Care: The world is experiencing an unprecedented season of
difficulty, and all of us are affected in our own way. If you would like to connect
with Pastor Paul for a conversation, please call or email the church office: 440442-6941 or pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org.

Page | 12

OHIO Covid-19: Now that testing is more widely available – we wanted to share
some of the key resources:
•

Ohio Corona Virus Portal:

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
•

Link/Map for Testing Sites:

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid19/testing-ch-centers/
•

Phone for Info: 1-833-427-5634

LWR Personal Care Kits: Messiah is collecting items to assemble Lutheran
World Relief Personal Care Kits that give people around the world tools to stay
healthy in life’s most challenging situations. Collection bins for the items are
located by the coffee area. NOTE: Our collection will resume at a later date.
Church Council: the next meeting is on Tuesday, February 16 at 7:00pm.
Church Office Hours This Week:
The Church Office will not be open until further notice. However, we will
be checking voicemail and email regularly.
Attendance and Offering for the week of February 7, 2021:
YouTube Views: 32 Offering (incl. electronic giving): $4,744
(NOTE: $4,000 a week is needed to remain current with our budget)

Special Acknowledgments
This is our space to honor expressions of appreciation. Email items c/o
office@messiahlyndhurst.org by Wednesday at 3pm for publication on
the following Sunday. We’ll keep submissions in print for two weeks.

 Thank you to all the Messiah friends who made my 95th birthday such a
wonderful occasion. Your avalanche of cards and calls warmed my
heart. May you all “live long and prosper.”
c/o Bette Schmidt

 Nice job, Jill Snellman, with the Messiah Cookbook. Thanks also to
everyone who contributed recipes, etc.
c/o Karyn Schmidt
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