                                    Why is Canaan Cursed?
Reading in Genesis, chapter 9, verses 18-25, gives us the story.  However, it has been grossly misinterpreted.  At first it doesn't appear to give a proper reason why Canaan, the fourth son of Ham would be cursed because Ham saw his father's naked body.  Now at first glance, this appears as what has happened.  But then you start thinking-why Canaan and not Ham?  There has been all kinds of reasons given and none make any sense.
So let's try to make some sense of why Canaan was cursed and what that curse meant.

Gen 9:25 says "Cursed be Canaan;  a servant of servants shall he be, unto  his brethren." (KJV). 

==Meaning, those who by birth were his equals shall by conquest be his lords. 
This certainly points at the victories obtained by Israel over the Canaanites.  Later on the Israelites partially took some of the promised land. 
= God often visits the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, especially when the children inherit the fathers' wicked dispositions, and imitate the fathers' wicked practices, and do nothing to cut off the entail of the curse.

 Disgrace is justly put upon those that put disgrace upon others, especially that dishonor and grieve their own parents. An undutiful child that mocks at his parents is no more worthy to be called a son, but deserves to be made as a hired servant, as a servant of servants, among his brethren.

The Canaanites were under a curse of slavery, and yet, for a great while, had great dominion; but a family, a people,  or a person, may lie under the curse of God, and yet may long prosper in the world, till the measure of their iniquity, like that of the Canaanites, be full.

The curse lays out the destiny of the whole race from its very starting-point-

== A curse (Gen 3:14,17; 4:11) is any privation, inferiority, or other ill, expressed in the form of a doom, and bearing, not always upon the object directly expressed, but upon the party who is in the transgression. Thus, the soil is cursed on account of Adam the transgressor (Gen 3:17). It is apparent that in the present ease the prime mover was Ham.

. It is a historical fact that the degradation of slavery has fallen especially upon the race of Ham. A portion of the Cannanites became bondsmen among the Israelites, who were of the race of Shem. 

=The early Babylonians, the Phoenicians, the Carthaginians, and Egyptians, who all belonged to the race of Ham, were subjugated by the Assyrians, who were Shemites. -( the Persians, the Macedonians, and the Romans, who were all Japhethites.)

Now to the reason Canaan received this curse.
In Leviticus 20:11 we read "and the man that lieth with his father's wife hath uncovered his father's nakedness:  both of them shall surely be put to death;  their blood shall be upon them." (KJV).
-(this was an incest that was not only a shame in itself, but a shame to the father as the son has now had sexual relations with his father's wife and destroyed the privacy of his father.)

In Gen 9 :20-24, Noah had planted a grape vineyard and had obviously made fermented wine and got drunk and was uncovered within his tent.  And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, or his father's nakedness.  (KJV).  ( in other words, Ham had committed incest with his father's wife. )   Canaan was cursed because he was the product of the sexual act of Ham.  In fact the text points out specifically that Canaan was the son of Ham. (Gen 9:18,22). (KJV).  
Gen 9:24 says "and Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him"  It was obvious that his wife as well as his two others sons, Shem and Japheth, had told him what had occurred.

Gen 9:23 tells us Shem and Japheth took a garment and walked backwards and covered their father's nakedness;  meaning they covered their mother, and did not look upon her.

Canaan was the result of the incest of his father Ham.  The text is sure to point out that Ham was his father and not Noah.

Only the KJV points out the Jewish idiom, the father's nakedness, which if you didn't know it was an idiom, ( a substitute word that meant something else culturally), you would not get the real meaning of the text.  Therefore, you would think the father's nakedness meant Noah was naked, which he was, but you would miss the real meaning of the passage.
Uncovering your father's nakedness

The book of Leviticus, chapter 18, verses 6 through 23 defines sexual perversion.

Verse 8  says "the nakedness of thy father's wife shalt thou not uncover:  it is thy father's nakedness."

-(meaning, that to uncover the father's wife, (having sex with her), is called "thy father's nakedness."  It has violated his privacy.  The nakedness of his wife belongs to the father only.  By violating this intimacy, is to shame the father.  Hence, it is called "uncovering the father's nakedness."

Many have mistaken this idiom that Moses uses for having sexual relations with the cultural meaning of today.  In other words, today we would use the term, 'uncovering the father's nakedness' for looking upon him without his clothes on.  Seeing him naked.

In understanding and studying the Bible, we have to first understand the culture of the day we are studying and the euphemisms they used at the time, otherwise, we will misinterpret the scriptures.

For instance, this is what has happened in Genesis 9:18-28 -when Ham saw his

"father's nakedness"-many have interpreted that he actually saw his father naked and that's why Noah cursed Canaan, Ham's son.  (Now does that really make sense?)  Noah knew what Ham did, he had sexual relations with Noah's wife, and that's why the scriptures mean when it says, he saw the nakedness of his father-or his father's nakedness. (By the way, these scriptures are all taken from the KJV.  Other translations may not give the proper terms and therefore miss the real meaning of the text.)

I hope this gives a better understanding of the text and why Canaan was cursed.
