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Down the winding road on the east side of Horton's Mission Lake, tucked back into a little hillside, you'll find Werner Guest House; the same property that is home to Werner Wagon Works.
Connie Werner, owner and proprietor, can be found bustling about the old-fashioned A-frame home, turned bed and breakfast, preparing a country meal for her guests. Stemming from the Wagon Works business (husband Don is a wheelwright and wainwright), Connie said she saw an opportunity for the companion business due to the number of out of state customers buying wagons.
"I saw that we could do something to serve the out-of-state customers we had who needed a place to stay while they were in our area," Connie said. "We could do this now that the kids are gone."
In business now for six years, Werner's converted their home so that the living room and kitchen were a common area for guests, decorated with antiques and authentic pioneer pieces, along with the Country Room and the Cowboy Room. The Country Room has a queen size bed for two people with a rollaway. The Cowboy Room has a queen size bed, accomodating three people. There is also a Cowboy Bunkhouse for one child.
Each room offers modern amenities, including a private bath, television, VCR/DVD player, family-friendly movies, microwave, refrigerator, and coffee pot.
"I offer a full country breakfast, but there is a discount if a guest doesn't want the meal. We also take guests on a tour of the wagon shop. And, of course," Connie says, smiling, "there's always good conversation."
Connie is perhaps the most authentic part of her business, working with her husband Don, researching wagons and making the canvas for them. Her past history includes re-enacting wagon rides, where she would hit the trails dressed in pioneer gear and set up camp, just like in the 1800's. She has a true love of those days-gone-by, and old-fashioned hospitality.
The Guest House has hosted a combination of couples and families traveling from New York, Washington, D.C., California, Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri, Kansas, Wisconson, and other states and as far away as Norway.
"We even have guests from right here in Horton who just want to get away for awhile but not go too far. Everyone loves the country setting and walking around the lake or biking," Connie noted. "I have one gal who comes with her son, and I've never seen them! She comes here to visit family and has breakfast with them. She just uses the back door. That's the beauty of a small town." 
Getting to know the guests and their story is what Connie likes best about her business and she keeps a little memory book they can write in if they desire.
"I like reading the notes they leave and some make me cry. One lady wrote that she had now 'found a home'. Her parents died when she was young and she said whenever she got that feeling (of missing them), she would know that this was the place to come."
The biggest challenge for her is how busy life is when you own not one, but two of your own businesses, but she makes it all work. And she whole-heartedly loves her community and the changes that have come about in the past year and a half.
"I always ask people, 'Have you heard about Reinvent Horton?' Connie laughed. "We have taken a number of people from the wagon shops, our customers, to the downtown area and tell them the whole story of Reinvent and the improvements we hope to see for the future of Horton. We have many repeat people from the Kansas City area and they really notice the changes."
You can find Werner Guest House on Facebook and at wernerwagonworks.com. You can contact Connie Werner for reservations at 785-548-5500.
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