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Dear Neighbors,

Well, February was exciting-that’s for sure. Even though I am
a native Texan, our weather “mood swings” still amaze me when
temperatures can change 30-50 degrees in 24 hours.
With spring weather approaching, you may be getting the urge
to do some spring cleaning in and around your home. I don’t know
about you, but my yard took a beating this year with the drought
and then the cold. And then there are the home projects inside that
need my attention too. Trying to fit this in with everything else I am
doing makes this task seem overwhelming. When I am not sure where
to start, I tend not to do anything except think about it.
So, I did a little checking on the internet for some guidance and
found the following sites that may be helpful. I thought I would
share them with you:
• housekeeping.about.com
• www.dannylipford.com/spring-clean-outside-of-your-home
• www.marthastewart.com/article/spring-cleaning-checklist
Spring cleaning often includes getting rid of clutter and items that
you no longer need or want. In addition to donating things to charity,
you can post items on our Yahoo email group at www.laurel-oaks.
org and see if there are any takers in the neighborhood. One of our
board members also suggested this site to find a good home for your
“stuff ”: http://groups.freecycle.org/AustinFreecycle.
If you have a helpful tip or service for the rest of us, please feel free
to post it on the Yahoo email group.
Happy Cleaning!
Ellen Kelsey, LONA President

Neighborhood
Meeting
Tuesday, March 8
A LONA general association meeting will be held at the Spicewood
Springs Branch of the Austin Public Library from 6:30 PM to 8:30
PM on Tuesday, March 8. Mr. Paul Tomasovic of City of Austin
Code Enforcement will be the speaker.
If you have agenda suggestions, please email them to
the LONA Board at LONA_Board@laurel-oaks.org.
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16th Annual
Neighborhood

Egg Hunt

Sponsored by Laurel Oaks
Neighborhood Association
(LONA)
http://www.laurel-oaks.org
•
•
•
•
•

Save the Date!

Sunday, April 17th
3:00 – 4:00
Egg hunt starts at 3:30 sharp
Oak View Park - 10800 Oak View Dr.
Age Groups: 0-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9 and over

Everyone welcome!

• Snacks and drinks will be provided.
• Get your bunny face painted - $1.00
donation
• Bring your camera and take pictures
with the Bunny
The Egg Hunt begins at 3:30 sharp! Arrive early to get your
bunny faces painted and to gather at appropriate age group
sections. After the whistle is blown - the hunt takes just a few
minutes – so please be on time!
Here’s what you need to do:
Egg drop off address change - 11200 Deadoak Lane
Deliver two (2) dozen filled plastic eggs per child to 11200
Deadoak Lane (corner of Deadoak and Carlwood) on or before
Noon April 16th. There will be a large bin on the front porch for
drop off. We request you donate more eggs this year as children
often pickup more than their allotted 1 dozen and often we have
very upset children. Thanks for helping and sharing. Come to
the park at 3:00 pm to have your bunny face painted, enjoy
snacks, visit and take pictures before the hunt. Don’t forget
your basket! The egg hunt begins at 3:30 p.m. sharp. Each
child hunts for at least 1 dozen eggs and shares with others if
they pickup more.
Event Coordinator: Ellie - ebrady@ebwebsites.com
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Minutes of the Jan. 18, 2011
LONA Board Meeting
ATTENDEES: Ellie Brady, Hal Hall, Ellen
Kelsey, Shari Ryan, Diane Willis
LOCATION: Spicewood Springs branch of
the Austin Public Library
REVIEW OF OLD BUSINESS ITEMS:
1. Concerns from the last LONA neighborhood meeting:
• Oak Wilt – Possibly will publish an article about oak wilt in the
newsletter.
• Deer Population – Email message to the LONA Yahoo Group
about the City of Austin meeting on January 20, 2011. There
may be minutes from the City of Austin meeting that could be
referenced to LONA via email or the newsletter.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. LONA Egg Hunt to be held in April.			
Possible dates: 10th, 17th.
2. New bank account to be opened at 			
Austin Telco Credit Union.
3. Upcoming expenses: egg hunt, $100.
4. The Site-based committee at Caraway Elementary contacted
LONA for help in requesting a crosswalk on Oak View Drive
between Buckthorn and Arrowpoint to help prevent jaywalking.
5. Question from a resident about improving the condition of Oak
View Park, including erosion problems on the walking trail due
to rain runoff. Also, peeling paint on the playscapes.
• Checking the date for My Park Day.
6. Request from Randolph Brooks Credit Union to 		
allow credit union membership to LONA residents.
7. Question from resident on enforcing deed restrictions. LONA
does not handle deed restriction complaints. Information on how
to file a complaint will be included in a future newsletter.
DISCUSSION:
1. Ideas for newsletter articles.
2. Signs explaining when to trim trees to prevent oak wilt.
3. Ways to encourage neighborhood pride: Yard of the Month?
Thanks to Paul Lebus, Northwest Lawn Services, for sprucing up
the neighborhood entrance. Paul is a LONA resident and donates
maintenance of the neighborhood entrance.
Submitted by Diane Willis, LONA Secretary, January 21, 2011.

Laurel Oaks Collection Event!
Batteries | Oil | Paint | Antifreeze
Sunday March 20th ~ 1-3pm ~ 11504 Charred Oak Dr.
Only household & car batteries, motor oil, paint, and
antifreeze are accepted by the City of Austin for this event.
Details at www.julieholden.com.
Sponsored by Julie Holden, JB Goodwin REALTORS
771-9139 | JulieHolden@JBGoodwin.com
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Laurel Oaks
Gardening for the
New Year
By Kelley Cunny

This article was originally in a 2003 newsletter, and is included
with minor changes for the March 2011 newsletter.
We have some great gardening tips for the person who wants to
be a gardener but doesn’t like to work in the yard. By following our
suggestions, you’ll have more time to spend on planning what to
plant this spring.
Do not prune your Crape Myrtles. Severe pruning alters the
natural shape of the tree and produces weak growth. The only
pruning that young crapes need is to thin out the trunks so that 3
to 7 main trunks remain. Once established, the only pruning needed
is to remove suckers that come up from the base. Remove the dried
seed heads for aesthetic purposes only; this will not make the tree
produce more blooms.
Enjoy watching the birds? Then resist the urge to tidy your yard.
The seed heads on your plants provide a tasty snack for our feathered
friends. Remember to keep your birdbath clean and filled throughout
the winter. Avoid raking the leaves that have filled up your flowerbeds.
They provide mulch to your existing plants and a no-cost fertilizer
to your soil. However, you should rake the leaves from your lawn.
Even though the grass looks dead, it needs the winter sun to help it
green up in the spring. Don’t remove bulb foliage until it yellows and
dies. As the foliage dies, it provides the nutrients that the bulb needs
to produce flowers the next year. Oak wilt has been a problem in our
neighborhood. To minimize the spread of this tree-killing disease,
avoid pruning your oak trees from February 1 to mid-June. This is
when oak wilt spore production is at a peak and when the beetles
that carry the spores are most active.
Prune spring flowering shrubs AFTER they bloom. And remember,
pyracantha gets berries on old growth. Heavy pruning means that
you will have fewer berries next winter. Got roses? Prune your hybrid
teas, floribundas and miniatures in mid-February. A light grooming
is all your climbers and antique roses need. Water plants thoroughly
if a hard freeze is predicted. The best protection from a hard freeze
is a thorough watering beforehand. Are you ready to stop being a
life support system for your St. Augustine grass? Now is the time to
covert some of that lawn into beds. You can solarize your new beds
- this is the process of covering the beds with plastic to smother
existing grass and weeds.
Add compost, composted manure, or other organic material to
your existing beds. If you are interested in forming a LONA Garden
Club, please send an email to the LONA Board at LONA_Board@
laurel-oaks.org. Visit the Zilker Botanical Garden (free!) or the Lady
Bird Johnson Wildflower Center (free during the month of January)
for ideas and inspiration.
Have gardening questions? Contact a Travis County Master
Gardener at 854-9600 for a fast, free answer or check out the
Travis County Master Gardeners Association online at
http://www.tcmastergardeners.org.
Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc.

JOIN US FOR GOLF
AND A GREAT CAUSE!
DATE: Wednesday, April 13th
11:00 am Registration - 1:00 pm Start
LOCATION: Flintrock Falls Golf Course
FORMAT: 4-person scramble
COST: $165 per golfer*
*Includes lunch, dinner, shirt & goodie bag
Please join us for the 3rd annual
Colin’s Hope Classic charity golf tournament
and help prevent childhood drownings.
Special Guest Emcee will be Bob Fonseca
of the 93.7 KLBJ FM Dudley & Bob Morning Show

Register online now at:
www.colinshope.org
Email: alissa.magrum@colinshope.org

WWW.COLINSHOPE.ORG
Laurel Oaks Neighborhood Association Newsletter - March 2011



Laurel Oaks
Is the thought of decluttering overwhelming to you?

-By Jill Saufferer
When you look around your house, is it filled with piles of “stuff ” cheaply replace it or can you find that information on the internet
on every surface? Is it hard to open and close the drawers? Having when you need it later? Could someone else use it NOW?
trouble finding what you really need because of all the things you
• How many duplicates do you have in your kitchen tools drawer?
don’t need? Here’s something all of us can start NOW.
Do you really need 3 cheese slicers? (donate)
Clutter builds up over time, so we need to cut off the build-up
by doing what my sisters in law do: for every new thing they bring • Do all the pens by the phone actually work? (trash)
into the house, they take an old thing out. If they buy a new book/ • How many plastic tubs do you have with no lids? (recycle)
sweater/DVD, they get rid of an old one by donating it to charity. • Overwhelmed by magazines that you intend to read “some day”?
(Newer magazines can be given away or taken to your doctor’s
You can even leave the “to be donated” bag in the trunk of your car
office. Even older magazines can be taken to a nursing home or
to drop off when you pass a Salvation Army or Goodwill (out of sight
independent living facility, or possibly a school, if appropriate.)
means less temptation to pull things out of the bag!).
Consider magazines that you save for reference; is the information
Also – you have heard this before – open mail by the recycle bin! A
in 5-year-old “Consumer Reports” still relevant? (recycle – no one
lot of what builds up at our house is mail. Ads, if you are interested,
else needs them either!)
save in one place; if not interested, recycle. For credit solicitations,
•
Are you having trouble opening linen closets because of old towels
shred right away or tear up and put in with wet garbage. If it needs
& sheets that you don’t really use but don’t know what to do with?
to be paid or filed, have one place to put it. For the rest, make a
(Animal shelters will take even stained/frayed towels, blankets,
decision immediately. Cutting off the build-up is only part of the
pillows. Sheets & towels that still look fairly good can be donated
issue. The rest is stuff that is already here! My sisters in law also
to many different ministries.)
take an item out of their house for every day of the year. Look at
what is causing your clutter – analyze what category of clutter you • And don’t forget your medications! How many have expired?
(Continued on Page 6)
most tend to collect. If you ever need it again, could you easily and

?
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Laurel Oaks
At no time will any source be allowed to use The Sendera Newsletter's contents,
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media,
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission
from Peel, Inc. The information in the Pine Brook Periodical is exclusively for
the private use of the Pine Brook HOA and Peel, Inc.
DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc.
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.






















Decluttering- (Continued from Page 4)

•

•

•

•

•

(Save our water supply by taking them to a pharmacy that will
dispose of them safely – Live Oak Pharmacy is an example- or
see www.earth911.com or ask at your local pharmacy, some have
mail-in disposal.)
Did you start a craft orsewing project and decide halfway through
that you really didn’t enjoy doing it? (Pack up all the supplies into
a big zip lock bag with the instructions and donate it! There might
be a church in the area that takes many kinds of fabric yardage for
making quilts for missions. Ask at local schools if they want art
and sewing supplies or tools.)
How does your closet look? Invite a brutally honest friend with
fashion sense over to have a fashion show. (All things the friend
says do not look good on you go into the donation bag...no matter
how much sentimental value they have.)
And how many decorative items do you have that do not enhance
your life, do not make you feel good to have them around?
(Donate them! If it is from a beloved relative, take a photo of it
first - easier to store a photo than a large artificial flower display!
“Aunt Gladys” did not intend those figurines/teacups/artificial
flowers to be burden to you.)
Are you saving notes and handouts from teaching a class or leading
a group and you may never teach that particular class again? If
you do teach it again, is the material on your computer also?
(Recycle!)
Would your “clutter” items be useful to someone else? Mail stores
will take clean packing peanuts. Nurseries will take black planter
containers. Donate books/DVDs & children’s clothing & toys
– or sell at Half Price Books & children’s resale stores. Do you
have a DVD that you bought but didn’t enjoy watching it the first
time? Put a piece of unused furniture on the LONA email group
as “free” and see how fast you get rid of it!

You get the idea. This is not meant to add something else for
you to do daily, but a challenge to spend 15 minutes once a week
(even while you’re watching TV) going through a drawer or a
bookshelf. If your house is like ours, you can easily get rid of several
weeks’ worth of items in a short time. If you need a visible feeling
of accomplishment, cross a day off your calendar with a highlighter
for each item removed.
It’s not too late to start a new year’s resolution! I am starting this
now and I know it will take awhile to see a difference, but starting
is usually the hardest part!

       
THE RADIANT CHURCH | WATCH LIVE services Sunday mornings
or view any time at www.ghbc.org
Sunday Morning Schedule
10:00 - Worship
8:30 & 11:30 - Bible Life Groups (all ages)

Great Hills Baptist Church
10500 Jollyville Road . Austin, Texas 78759 | 512.343.7763
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Go Green, Go Paperless
Sign up to receive the Laural Oaks Neighborhood
Association newsletter in your inbox.
Visit PEELinc.com for details.
Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc.

512.302.5555
twitter.com/austintelco
WWW.ATFCU.ORG

Laurel Oaks

0HWUR/RFDWLRQVs)UHH&KHFNLQJs)UHH$70V
Low-Rate

Mortgage Loans

Contact our Mortgage Specialist, Mark Crowley, at 302.5555 x7388.

3 Round Rock Locations
/RXLV+HQQD/D)URQWHUD
University Oaks
Home Equity Loans

,I\RXOLYHZRUNRUZRUVKLSLQWKHFRXQW\$XVWLQ0HWURDUHD

YOU

4.09 4.39
4.59%* 4.99%*
%*
5 Year
Fixed Rate

<HDU
Fixed Rate

%*
<HDU
Fixed Rate

20 Year
Fixed Rate

are ELIGIBLE
to JOIN

Automobile Loans
New Vehicles

2.85%*
3.35%*

Up to
0RQWKV

5H¿QDQFHRU8VHG9HKLFOHV

Up to
0RQWKV

Commercial Real
Estate Loans
<HDU$PRUWL]DWLRQ

4.75%**
4.99%**

-XPER&HUWLÀFDWHRI'HSRVLW

Money Market Account

0LQLPXP'HSRVLWRI5HTXLUHG

0LQLPXP'DLO\%DODQFHRI5HTXLUHG

5 Year
Fixed Rate
7 Year
Fixed Rate

1.26%*** 1.66%*** 0.90%*** 1.06%***

Copyright © 2011 Peel, Inc.

0RQWKV

0RQWKV

$75,000
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$QQXDO3HUFHQWDJH5DWH$OOUDWHVDUHH[SUHVVHG³DVORZDV´$FWXDOUDWHPD\YDU\GHSHQGLQJRQFUHGLWTXDOL¿FDWLRQV 5DWHDSSOLHVWRVWOLHQFRPPHUFLDOUHDOHVWDWHORDQVZLWKD
ORDQWRYDOXHRIRUOHVVFRQVWUXFWLRQGHYHORSPHQWORDQUDWHVWHUPVPD\YDU\ $QQXDO3HUFHQWDJH<LHOG3HQDOWLHVIRUHDUO\ZLWKGUDZDOPD\DSSO\5DWHVDQGWHUPVDUHVXEMHFW
WRFKDQJHZLWKRXWQRWLFHAustin Telco Federal Credit UnionLVIHGHUDOO\LQVXUHGWRDWOHDVWSHUPHPEHUE\WKH1DWLRQDO&UHGLW8QLRQ$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ
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