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November promises to be a busy
month. We begin with All Saints
Sunday, Nov. 2, when we remember
those who have died in the past
year. At CTK we name those who
were members and light a candle for
each of them. We also place additional candles on the altar for you to
light for family members who died
in the last year.
Our second offering for this first
Sunday will go to Hunters Helping
the Hungry to help pay the cost of
processing donated deer that will be
sent to the Morgantown and Huntington area food banks. You can
also bring a donation for this on
Nov. 9 and put it in the regular offering but mark it for Hunters Helping the Hungry.

A big “THANK YOU” to Jean Day
and her terrific helpers, Ben & Jon
Day, for one of the best “parties”
ever at Christ the King. We were
joined by at least 28 members of St.
Paul’s which made the Oktoberfest
gathering twice as much fun. With
delicious food (Dale’s fresh apple
cake!), dancing, music and all favorite beverages what could be better!?

On Nov. 9 Major and Chaplain
Michael Allen of our WV National
Guard will preach and we will recognize active duty military as well as
all veterans at the end of the service. Taps will be played to honor
those who have died. We will have
a potluck lunch following the service – please sign up with an item
to bring. You may have noticed that
our President has put all state National Guards on alert for deployment to Africa to assist the US
Army in fighting Ebola. So please
keep all our military in your prayers.
St. Paul’s is hosting a training event
for PIC and our WV National
Guard on Saturday Nov. 15. Please
see the bulletin inserts and sign up
to go to learn more about military

Also, thanks to our Pastor Carl for
bringing our two congregations together better
than ever before.
Finally, the
bricks have
been ordered
for the Memorial Prayer

life and how best to assist active
duty and veterans in need.
Thanks to everyone for helping to
make Oktoberfest a huge success
and to those from SP who came! I
am working hard to build a better
relationship between our two
churches and I thank of all you who
are helping! Thanks also to those of
you who participated in our joint
worship at SP on Reformation Sunday. We had a large turnout!
Our Bishop has sent out a letter to
all pastors reminding us that same
sex marriage is now legal in WV.
We discussed this at our October
Council meeting and decided to
(continued on page 2)

Labyrinth. I am consulting with a
designer and architect for advice as
to how it should all come together.
This has become more complicated
than I ever anticipated so please be
patient. I know we all want it to be
the best it can be.

(continued on page 3)
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have a special Congregational
meeting following worship on
Sunday Nov. 23 for the sole purpose of voting by private ballot
whether CTK will or will not approve their pastor conducting
same gender marriages at CTK.
We will have a discussion session
following worship on Nov. 2
and Nov. 16 to allow people to
ask questions, but not on Nov. 9
as Chaplain Allen will be here
then.

Our youth’s Christmas program will
be December 14th, and our Christmas Eve service will be at 11 p.m. As
I will most likely still be the Interim
Pastor at SP then our Bishop has
agreed to lead their two services on
Christmas Eve. He promised to help
me when he asked me to serve SP
and did their Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday services for me and I
appreciate his support. There will be
no Christmas Day service here or at
SP.

I know that this is a difficult
question for many but be aware
that the ELCA has already approved such where it is legal to
conduct same-sex marriages so
the only question is whether we
will agree to participate or not.
The Council has asked that we
try to be respectful of each
other’s opinions and focus on
scripture as much as possible.
Again, the vote will be a private
one. Sunny has agreed that as
Pastor, I will chair the
discussions.

As you know we elect a new Bishop
at our Synod Assembly next year.
Accordingly, our Synod Council has
set up a series of meetings to
describe the Bishop Election process; gather input and share characteristics we will look for in a new
Bishop; gather ideas as to topics or
content for questions that will be
asked of the candidates at the Assembly and address questions that
arise from these meetings. The meeting for our Conference will be Saturday, February 21 from 2-3:30 at
Trinity Lutheran in Charleston – all
are welcome!

Believe it or not Advent and our
new church year begins on Sunday, Nov. 30! We will have
Advent meals starting on
Wednesday, Dec. 3 at 6 with a
short service following at 7.
Please sign up to bring food for
the three meals, Dec. 3, 10 and
17. Due to the severe shortage of
food for our ECCHO food bank
in Milton, the Council has agreed
that we will have offerings for
each of the three Advent mid
week services and the money will
all go to ECCHO.

Also the Synod is looking for stories,
anecdotes or pictures about Bishop
Dunkin and Assistant to the Bishop
Helen Harms as both will be retiring
next summer and we will share these
at Assembly. Send them to Paul
Wangerin, pula1945@hardnet.com
or George Friedline,
gfried@suddenlink.net.
It is a time of much turmoil in our
world with Ebola, the death of two
soldiers in Canada, more school
shootings in the US, ISIS, and much
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more. Jesus, through the church,
offers us a rock to stand on in a
world that seems so threatening.
When I served in Ohio we had 5
teenagers from a rural high school
die in car wrecks within eighteen
months, with all their road crosses
visible from my church. We offered
an All Saints service for them that
gave closure and support. While at
that same church we had our first
ever county school strike by the
teachers. Neighbors were not talking
to each other and there was so much
anger. Our Ministerial Association
offered a service of reconciliation on
holy ground and we filled the church.
People came, hugged each other and
cried and actually talked to each
other again in that place!
We are called on this month to remember those who serve, to honor
them; to remember the hungry
among us and to continue to be the
church, the place where Christ gathers us and sends us out to care for a
hurting world. And as a church
sometimes we have to make hard
decisions as to how do we serve. Being church is never easy – it was not
for Christ or the early church, but
easy is not why we are church, the
body of Christ!
May God bless you at this ending of
one church year and beginning of
another. May God bless you to be a
blessing to others.
Pastor Carl
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Sunny’s note cont’d...
Both painting classes have begun.
We welcome to the evening Annie
Kisling who comes to us with some
super talent. But...remember you
don’t have to be gifted in any way to
learn to draw and paint, after all,
don’t we all need instruction to learn
anything new?

sons and lots of fun, led by Kristen
Lyrio-Takis. This is a great opportunity to become more involved
and learn more about what God has
done for us.
May God bless all of you with His
perfect peace!
Love all of you!
Sunny

A reminder...we have Adult Sunday
School at 10 a.m. always with coffee
and doughnuts. There are classes
for children, too, with amazing les-

Dollars and Sense
Treasurer’s Report
9/1/2014 through 9/30/2014
Category
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For Love of Country
Clyde Beal, a writer for The HeraldDispatch, has just had his book For
Love of Country published. It is a
collection of personal stories of
people who served in various wars,
in memory of those who sacrificed
so much for our country. Clyde
told me that my dad’s experiences
(Exercise Tiger) were included.
What I didn’t know until I bought
the book was that our very own
Charlie Smoot is featured as well!
Great story, Charlie! Kathy E-A

ECCHO
Items of the Month

Total

Income
Envelope
Plate
Interest
Misc. Income
Misc. Designated Funds
Total Income

9,263.00
61.00
0.47
262.41
315.00
9,901.88

Expense
Mission Support
Pastor's Salary & Allow.
Other Salaries & Allow.
Trustees
Worship
Stewardship
Office
Property
Total Expense

614.00
5,825.63
778.78
0.20
470.77
202.60
157.18
631.86
8,681.02

Grand Total

1,220.86

Cereal, canned
veggies, pasta,
peanut butter

IN OUR PRAYERS:

Maria Hager, Charlie
Smoot, Carolyn Breisler, Margy Barrett, Flo Williams,
Rachel Ward and unborn baby (that both may remain
healthy throughout pregnancy!), Wailana Grove, Jon
Ross, (Devin’s friend), Maggie Holten (Izzy and Ava’s
friend), Pastor Ed Bowen, and Pastor Jennifer Obermueller.

Thanks!
Adult Sunday
School at 10 a.m.
Our worship service has not
been starting on time every Sunday. One of the reasons is that
the Adult Sunday School is engaged in such great conversations
over scripture that the class is
ending later than it can in order
for worship to begin on time.
Please remember that the adult
class starts at 10 am, so the more
prompt you are, the more likely
dialogue can find a stopping
point earlier.
The fact that Daylight Savings
Time starts on Nov. 2 (you get
an extra hour of sleep) means
that you have a great opportunity
to be EARLY for Adult Sunday
School!! You don’t have to wait
until January 1st to make a new
resolution!

Terry Adams has been working
on a lot of projects around the
church building, both inside and
out. This past week he put a wall
in the closet in the nursery to
cover a large hole where plumbing work had been done. He
also stained the ramp that is closest to the shed.
A new handicapped-friendly toilet will soon be installed between
the pastor’s office and the nursery since the current one is not
functioning properly. Other
things have also been done on
the property to make our building beautiful and well- maintained. We appreciate all of you
who care for our home!!
We also appreciate those who let
the Property Committee know of
projects that need attention in
case they hadn’t noticed it yet!

Pledge Drive for 2015
The annual fall pledge drive began
with a talk on Sunday, September
28th (TIME), with subsequent
temple talks on October 5th
(TALENTS) and 12th
(TREASURE), ending with Consecration Sunday on October 19th.
We will announce the results of
our pledge drive on Sunday, Nov.
2nd. If you have not turned in
your pledge, please give it to Amy
Rundgren or Jean Day.
Stewardship is time, talents, and
financially giving to the church. It
is a year-round endeavor. We hope
you can give generously in one or
more areas for 2015!! We already
have a lot of people who give generously of their time, talents and
giving, but this time of year we rethink what we are able to do and
realize that we can give more of
ourselves!!

The following is from The Bishop’s

its pastor as to whether or not

way or another on same gender

Road Show dated October 17, 2014.

your congregation will choose to

marriages in this church. He

make same gender marriage a mis-

stressed that it was extremely im-

sion activity of your congrega-

portant that the Council and/or

tion...In most congregations mar-

congregation make a decision one

riage has become such a “normal”

way or another before he is ap-

activity that pastors do not seek

proached by a same sex couple.

Same Gender Weddings
As of eight days ago both of our
States, Maryland and West Virginia,
have legalized same gender marriage.
The State of Maryland approved this
law more than a year ago. In 2009,
when the Churchwide Assembly
approved the Social Statement on
Human Sexuality we also adopted a
ministry statement. That statement
was clear that same gender blessings/weddings are tied to the approved mission of the congregation.
When we look at the Model Constitution for duties of The Pastor, see
“C9.03.b…(Every ordained minister
with a congregational call shall,
within the congregation: 1) offer
instruction, confirm, marry…”

approval for the planning of a wedding. By the constitution it could
be a regularly reported item within
Council meetings. In most of our
congregations we no longer review
weddings in general. When it
comes to same gender marriages,
Church Council’s and in most cases
the congregation will need to approve this change in ministry practice. The general public believes
that same gender marriage is now
the norm for congregations. This is

The Council made the decision to
hold two discussion sessions immediately after worship on November
2nd and November 16th and vote
by private ballot on November
23rd, before Advent and the new
church year. No one is required to
attend these discussion sessions,
but it IS important to remain in the
sanctuary after worship on November 23rd to vote.

not accurate. Same gender partners
now may marry but our congrega-

Pastor Carl IS available before then

tions need to decide if this is a min-

to discuss this issue with anyone

istry act that we want as a part of

who would like to discuss it on an

our mission.

individual basis. In the meantime,

The bishops of this Church under-

please keep this time for our con-

stand the Model Constitution of the
Congregations to state that wed-

CTK’s Response

dings in general are a ministry of the

At the October Council meeting,

congregation….Your congregation

Pastor Carl asked the Council how

needs to have the conversation with

CTK should make a decision one

gregation in your prayers.

SUN

2

MON

3

10 am Adult SS
10:15 Youth SS
11 am Worship

9:30-11:30 a.m.
Praise Painters

4

10

WED

5

THU

6

7

11

12

13

16

19

18

2
8

Exercise Classes 7-9 pm
5:30 -7:30 pm Praise Painters

Exercise Classes 7-9 pm
5:30 -7:30 pm Praise Painters

17

1

SAT

Exercise classes
9-11 am

10 am Adult SS 5:30-7:30 pm
10:15 Youth SS Exercise Classes
11 am Worship
12 Potluck
6:30 pm Dinner Exercise Classes
5:30 -7:30 pm
7:30 pm YG
at Chili’s

10 am Adult SS 9:30-11:30 am
10:15 Youth SS Praise Painters
11 am Worship

FRI

VOTE
TODAY
7 pm Worship
meeting

7:30 pm YG

9

TUE

14

15
Exercise classes
9—11 am

20

21

22
Exercise classes
9-11 am

Exercise Classes
5:30 -7:30 pm

5 pm Meal &
Game Night at
St. Paul’s

Exercise Classes 7 pm Church
5:30-7:30 pm Council

Exercise Classes 7-9 pm
5:30 -7:30 pm Praise Painters

23

24

26

25

10 am Adult SS 9:30-11:30
10:15 Youth SS Praise Painters
11 am Worship

27

28

29
Exercise Classes
9-11 am

12 VOTE

7:30 pm YG

30
10 am Adult SS
10:15 Youth SS
11 am Worship

7:30 pm YG

Exercise Classes
5:30-7:30 pm

Exercise Classes
Exercise Classes
5:30-7:30 pm
5:30-7:30 pm

Mark your
calendars!
The Youth
Christmas
program will
be Dec. 14th

3-5 Dinner for
the Hungry
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HAPPY
NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS!!
7 Bridget Rajarajan
11 Carolyn Breisler
14 Annie Kisling

MEETING
Nov. 18, 2014

15 Anita Howard
16 Sarah Metz
26 Fred Rice
30 Lois Broyles

Please let Kathy know if she has
left out any birthdays!!

Assisting Minister - Keith Ward
Acolyte - Jon Day

Nov. 2

Nov. 9

Nov. 16

Nov. 23

Nov. 30

Greeter

Terry Adams

Cathy Twedt

Dean Twedt

Christy Ward

Flo Williams

Ushers

Kitty KellySmoot &
Flo Williams

Christy Ward
Jim Fankhanel

Charlie Smoot
Terry Adams

Tom Kisling
Harry Peterson

John Perry
Winnie Rice

Altar Care

Barbara Cook

Cathy Twedt

Anita Howard

Jane Peterson

Carolyn Breisler
Christy Ward

Counters

Kitty KellySmoot & Charlie

Becky Metz
Winnie Rice

Carolyn Breisler
Patsy McComas

John Perry
Barbara Cook

Dee Fike
Jean Day

Nursery

Christy Ward
Faith Ward

Kerrianna Cook
Paula Ames

Kristen LyrioTakis & Devin

Winnie Rice
Linda VMatre

Kathy E-A &
Jon Day

Baked Goods

open

Potluck

Barbara Cook

open

open
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Tidbits...
Daylight Savings Time Vet’s Day Meal Nov. 9
Please change your clocks at 2 am,
moving them BACK one hour (fall
back, spring forward, as the saying
goes) to get an extra hour of sleep
before coming to church on Nov.
2nd! No excuses for being late to
10 a.m. Adult Sunday School,
10:15 a.m. Youth Sunday School,
or 11 a.m. Worship! :)

Handouts on Nov. 2
On a table in the narthex you will
find Member Directory (with update included), Update to Member Directory, Pledge Forms,
Time and Talent Sheets, Bulletin
Inserts, etc. Please take what you
need!

2015 Pledges Nov. 2
The results of our pledge drive will
be announced during worship on
Nov. 2nd. Time and Talent forms
are also due on this day.

After worship there will be a covered
dish luncheon for our guest speaker
of the day from the WV National
Guard.

Nat’l LYO Meeting
Devin Ames will be one of two
youths to represent our synod in
Detroit, Nov. 13-16, at an intensive planning meeting for The
Gathering next summer. Let’s
keep Devin and the folks at this
meeting in our prayers; they are
the future of our denomination and
faith!!!

Save the dates!
July 15-19, 2015 Detroit, MI
Totally awesome, God-centered,
faith filled time.
See the poster in the narthex or
Devin for details!!

Registration is now open!

Special Offering Nov 2 Food & Game Night
The Council voted to give the special offering on the first Sunday of
November to Hunters Helping the
Hungry; they process donated deer
and give the meat to the needy.
You can also give to this on Nov.
9th but mark your offering for this.

at St. Paul’s, Nov. 16
The congregation at St. Paul’s has
enjoyed fellowship with us so much
that they decided to find an opportunity to get us together again!

This time, they have invited us to a
covered dish and game night at
their church on Sunday, November
16th at 5 p.m. They will provide
meat and drinks. Even if you are
unable to bring food, please come!!!
You are welcome to bring board
games, action games (like a golf
putting course), card games, etc.
that enhance our fellowship.

Wed. Advent Offerings
Since ECCHO is in dire straits, all
financial offerings given during the
Wednesday Advent services will go
to them. Please use the special offering envelopes in the pews for ECCHO during Advent. You may also
bring food items, clothing, household
items, toys, etc. as your offering.

Hand Sanitizer
With the cold and flu season fast
approaching, at least one container
of hand sanitizer has been placed
in each pew for your convenience.
They will be refilled as needed.

Refreshments
The refreshments calendar has
several slots open for you to bring
goodies to share after worship!
This Sunday, November 2nd is
available!

The Proclamation
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Our Lutheran Identity...
In this column, I have been writing
about generally accepted tenets of
the Lutheran faith, namely, the sovereignty of God, the authority of the
scriptures, justification by grace
through faith, and the doctrine of the
two kingdoms. Another tenet is the
priesthood of all believers.

This tenet in practice, for example,
calls Lutheran preachers to use the
pronoun “we” instead of “you”
since all are equal in God’s eyes. (I
remember the day when we used to
put pastors upon a pedestal to be
revered more than the general

the altar table is in the middle of
the sanctuary.

public!)

Kathy Eckstam-Ames

In the Roman Catholic tradition,
there are priests, bishops, monks and
a pope, all who have a different rank
of importance in the church. They
are all intermediaries for the people
to connect with God.

Because of this understanding of
believers, Luther translated the Bible into the language of the people.

Material has mostly been taken
from my doctoral dissertation
“Preaching Within a Lutheran and
Multicultural Congregation”, finished in 1999; full bibliographical
citations are available upon request

Lutheran theologian Eric Gritsch
reported that in 1520, Luther said,
“...that before God all who have
been baptized are equal and therefore all are potentially priest, bishop
or pope...All Christians are commissioned by their baptism into a ministry on earth until Christ’s second
coming; this ministry is carried out
either through a full-time, lifelong
priesthood or through their vocations. To be an ordained priest
means merely to preside at the assembly of the baptized and to support them in their various ministries
to the world.“ (Gritsch and Jenson
1976:8)

Also, new church buildings, particularly in the last few decades, are
designed differently than the old,
long, tall, rectangular Roman halls.
The altar has been moved away
from the wall in the nave to be
closer to the people. Pulpits are
not perched high in the air anymore, and, as in our sanctuary, the
lectern from which the lessons are
read each week is the same location
where sermons are preached. Pastors, like ours, also preach among
the people, not in a distant location. Altar rails and modesty panels in front of the first pew are
largely gone, decreasing the barriers
between pastor and congregation.
The nave has become simple in
design, so all may focus more directly upon God. In addition,
many new sanctuaries are designed
like theatres in the round, so that

Next month, the tenet regarding
sacraments will be described.

Thanksgiving Food Baskets
“and God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8
Our Social Concerns Committee is sponsoring Thanksgiving food baskets for ECCHO. Our goal is to provide
fifteen (15) baskets for needy families in our area. If you wish to participate, you may provide an entire basket for
$75 or contribute as you can afford toward any of the items making up a basket. Each basket will include a turkey,
bread, mild, potatoes, fruit, cranberries, vegetables, stuffing mix, cranberry sauce, and other items.
Use the THANKSGIVING envelope in your offering box or place your cash or check in an envelope marked
“Thanksgiving baskets” and drop it in the offering plate or mail to the church office. (Make check payable to
Christ the King Lutheran Church). Deadline for contributions is November 16, 2014.
Thank you! This is a particularly difficult time for ECCHO and all area food banks, trying to keep their shelves
stocked for the needy.

1st Monday DINNER

Chili’s

November 3rd at 6:30 p.m.
Please call Anita Howard at 736-0067
or sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex if
you plan to attend.

