The Evolution of the
Post Offices In
German New Guinea
18881 1914
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NEW GUINEA & SOLOMON ISLANDS
(French Afias ca. 1680)

Portuguese mariners first discovered the northem
part of New Guinea in the year 1512 with subsequent
voyagers of various nationalities making discoveries for
the next one hundred years

Because of the ferocity of the natives, dense jungles,
vast mountains and unhealthy climate, Europeans were
reluctant to colonize or declare ownership of the area.
it was first in the 18™ and 19* centuries when European
trading concerns and their respective governments
became interested in New Guinea proper and the
surrounding islands.

Although the German trading house of Cesar Godeffroy
& Son established a branch at Matupi in 1873, it would
first be in 1884 when the German naval vessel ‘Eizabeth’
raised the German flag there declaring the tenitory a
German protectorate.




GERMAN NEW GUINEA

CH LOGICAL HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

1793: British East India Company takes possession of part of New Guinea in the
name of Britain,

1828: The Dutch, who were already in the East Indies as early as 1611, annex the
western half of New Guinea.

1844: British Lieutenant York of ‘HMS Bramble' takes possession of the south coast of
New Guinea in the name of Britain.

1873: German Trading Company, Cesar Godeffroy & Son,, esfablishes a branch
office on the Island of Matupi.

1879: Godeffroy & Company becomes insolvent. A new company, ‘South Seas
Trading Company' (S{idsee-Handelsgesellschaft), is established in Berlin and
commits to take over Godeffroy's business acfivities & responsibilifies, with the
political support of German Chancellor Ofto von Bismarck. Concurrently,
other German trading companies, including ‘Hemheim & Company’, establish
branches on islands in the Bismarck Archipeligo and the New Guinea
mainland.

1883: The ‘German South Seas Trading & Plantation Company’ with government
support organizes an exploration expedition led by two well-known explorers,
Dr. O. Finsch & Captain E. Dallmann.

1884: German naval ship ‘Elizabeth’ raises the German flag on Matupi Island on 17
November 1884 declaring the territory a German Protectorate.

1885: German Emperor ‘Wilhelm |' issues an imperial charter to the privately-owned
‘New Guinea Company’ extending official rights fo govem, to take possession
of untiied land and to negotiate land purchase with the natives.

1884: Germany and Britain agree on the boundaries to their respective portions of
New Guinea.

1887: The 'New Guinea Company's’ ship 'Offilie' commences regular four-week
sailings between Cooktown, Queensland, Australia, and German New Guinea,
making it now possible for connections fo Sydney, Australia, and beyond.

1888: The German Reichspost opens post offices in New Guinea with the first ot
Finschhafen on 15 February 1888 and with others opening subsequently at
Hatzieldthafen (1 Apiil), Kerawara (4 April) & Konstanfinhafen (15 May).
German New Guinea becomes a UPU member on 1.1.1888. The ‘New Guinea
Company' commences regular sea parcel post service.

1899: The German Govemment relieves the ‘New Guinea Company’ of its charter
powers and appoints Rudolf von Benningson, the first Imperial Govemor.

1904 The colonial capital is established at 'Simpsonhafen’ which later changes its
name fo the native designation ‘Rabaul’.

1910: The Geman Govemment's administrative seat for the German Mariana,
Marshall & Caroline Island groups is moved to Rabaul.

1914: On 4 August 1914 England declares war on Germany resulting in Australia
organizing the 'Australian Naval & Military Expeditionary Force' fo take action
against Germans in the Pacific. Germany moves the Pacific Colonial Seat of
Govemment to Toma' (near Herberishohe). Between September-December
1914, Ausiralian forces occupy various locations of German New Guinea.

1915: The Australian Occupation Govemment deports all German civil servants to
Germany.

1919: The Peace Treaty of Versallles mandates German New Guinea to Australia.

1920: German planters & businessmen are expropriated and deported.



THE EVOLUTION OF THE POST OFFICES IN GERMAN NEW GUINEA

1888-1914

‘German New Guinea' encompassed the northeast portion of the New
Guinea mainland, the second largest island in the world, islands of
the Bismarck Archipelago as well as Buka & Bougainville Isiands

European Inhabitants: 1899=200 1914= 1400

of the Northern Solomon Island group.

‘Specimen’ yacht-issue stamps supplied by the German Reichspost fo the UPU;
{716) Specimen Sets/(143) quintuple sets + (1) for its Bureau distributed by the UPU fo member states on 5 February 1901,

EXHIBIT

This traditional-format exhibit presents the subject chronologically
through its forerunner & valid ‘Reich-issue’ postal usages, its own postal issves, all town
postmarks, postal documents & usages and related postal history, including missionary,
commercial, inter- & inland-colony, foreign in- & out-bound, sea-post as well as
World War | related mail with selected material beyond 1914 upon occupation
of the colony by Australian Forces, with an epilogue as closure.
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EXHIBIT OVERVIEW

MAP & TITLE PAGE,
POST OFFICE LOCATIONS

‘NEW GUINEA COMPANY'

FORERUNNERS & VALID ‘REICH-ISSUE’ USAGES
GERMAN NEW GUINEA POSTAL ISSUES
POSTMARKS & POSTALUSAGES

SEAPOST MAIL

SURVEY SHIP MAIL & ‘ZEPPELIN' EXPEDITION

OTHER MAIL...

WORLD WAR | RELATED MAIL

FIELDPOST

OCCUPATION & INTERNMENT CAMP RELATED MAIL

EPILOGUE
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BACKGROUND GERMAN POST OFFICES
(In Chronological Order)
Portuguese mariners first discovered the

northempart of New Guinea in the year 1512 mn :g::’
with subsequent voyagers of various Kerawara 1888-1890
nationalities making discoveries for the next Konstantinhafen 1888-1891
one hundred years Stephansort 1889-1914
Herbertshohe 1891-1914
Because of the ferocity of the nafives, dense Friedrich Wilhelmshafen 1892-1914
jungles, vast mountains and unheaithy Matupi 1894-1906
climate, Europeans were reluctant to m"‘d’“ ::‘::‘_::::
colonize or declare ownership of the area. It Aoy ot 1935
was first in the 18™ and 19" centuries when Etape 1912-1914
Evropean frading concerms and their Kaewieng 1904-1914
respective governments became interested Kieta 1907-1914
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Manus 1912-1914
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the German naval vessel 'Elizabeth’ raised *Angorum 1914

the German flag there declaring the temitory *Erima 1914

a German protectorate. *Kurum (Karkar Island) 1914

(* Postol Siation pending/mail handied by Post Ofice
af Friedrich Wilhelmshafen)




Il. NEW GUINEA COMPANY

In 1885, German Kaiser Wilhelm authorized a charter for the “New Guinea Company™
giving it rights to govern, to take possession of untitled land, fo negofiate land purchase
with the natives on behalf of the German Government as well as operate Reichspost-
affiliated Post Offices established in 1888, when the “Company” aiso joined the
Universal Postal Union on behalf of the colony.

New Guinea Company ships moved the mail between the colony and Cooktown,
Queensland, Australia, from where the mail would then be sent to Sydney,
New South Wales, Australia, for ships sailing to Europe.

BETWEEN 1888-1892, HERETOFORE UNAVAILABLE PARCEL POST SERVICE WAS INTRODUCED BY
THE ‘NEW GUINEA COMPANY ' USING DEDICATED PARCEL-POST FORM-CARDS AT A FLAT-RATE
OF 5-MARKS PER PARCEL UP TO FIVE KILOS IN WEIGHT.

Initially cards were issued to the New Guinea Company branches with no

validation marking, but such was later reclified when a “New Guinea Company™
Service Marking was applied to validate those.

'NEW GUINEA COMPANY' PARCEL-POST CARD

Less than eight cards are recorded used with a small number
unused having a cachet validation Mark.




PACKING & SHIPPING
INSTRUCTIONS FOR
SHIPMENTS THROUGH
THE ‘NEW GUINEA
COMPANY’' TO GERMAN
NEW GUINEA

Instruktion der Neu Guinea Compagnie fiir die nach
Neu Guinea (in der Siidsee) zu verladenden Giiter.

NEW GUINEA COMPANY
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Ill. FORERUNNERS & VALID ‘REICH’ ISSUES

Upon German annexation of the New Guinea mainland (*Kaiser Wilhelmsiand’)
teritory in 1885,
THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT-CHARTERED ‘NEW GUINEA COMPANY' ESTABLISHED
THEIR HEADQUARTERS AT 'FINSCHHAFEN',

A POSTAL AGENCY WAS ESTABLISHED ON 15 FEBRUARY 1888,
with effective operation actually a few days later.

USAGE: 15 February 1888 - 19 March 1891
(unverdied)

German Reich 'Plennig’ Series
Early Usage of First German New Guinea Postmark

15 FEBRUARY/ 27 FEBRUARY 1888

Postal reply-card written on 15 February 1888, opening day of the German Post Office,
postmarked on 27 February, sent to Amsterdam, Netherlands, advising recipient
that a post office at ‘Finschhafen’ with UPU affiliation had been established.
Routed via Australia (purple manuscript marking). 68-day transit fime.

Transit & Armival Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Cookitown, 5 March (1888)"
“Brisbane, 11 March 1888
“Amsterdam, 5 May 1888"

10 Pig + 10 Pig...
UPU International Postcard-Rate with attached prepaid (unused) reply card

Only known ‘Finschhafen’ forerunner usage to a non-German destination
& one of two known used forerunner reply-card usages.



Fl NSC HHA FEN Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

The German New Guinea Company staffed and managed
the early post offices.
POSTAGE STAMPS & STATIONERY OF THE IMPERIAL GERMAN
REICHSPOST 'PFENNIG SERIES' WERE THE FIRST TO BE SENT
AND USED IN THE COLONY.

German Reichspost ‘Plennig’ Series

20 December 1888

23 February 1889

20 September 1889



HNSCHHAFEN Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

German Reichspost 'Pfennig’ Series ...
Registered Heavy-Weight Mail Clip

~ ‘qp B - e

0 a )

19 FEBRUARY 1889

Heavy registered mail clip from the New Guinea Company,
postmarked at Finschhafen, sent to their headquarters at Berlin, Germany.

740 Piennig (RM 7.40) ...
48th-weight (720 grams) lefter-rate for mail sent
to Germany with 40-Pig franking lost/missing in fransit.

RM 7.20 = 20 Pig for each 15 grams +
20 Pig. = Registration fee

Unique: Gutter-Block of 14 on Registered Mail.



FINSCHHAFEN Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

German Reich 'Plennig’ Series

21 JANUARY 1889

Cover written by “F. Hellwig”, postmarked at Finschhafen sent to Danzig, Germany,
n«wmmummawm ‘Ottilie’ by way of the new,
shorter, sea route of Soerabaya, Dutch East Indies, fo Genva, lialy,
from there by railway to Germany. 49-day transit fime.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Danzig 1, 11 March 1889, 6-7 PM"

Franz Hellwig, PhD
Explorer & researcher. After arriving at Finschhafen early May, 1888, he prepared
and conducted an expedifion fo the
‘Dark Mountain Range' of New Guinea in October, 1888,
and died in New Guinea in June, 1889.

Double-weight (15-30 grams)
UPU intemational Letier-Raie



F'NSCHHAFEN Forerunners & Valid ‘Reich’ Issues

German Reich ‘Pfennig’ Series Postal Stationery Card

ANARANTANANARAR TN A

LR VK - e Al

| ufl L H
- ~ . |

=1
=

e QM.R’%‘ - é'rl; “5 5

A

Ve

u; ’I

Rue (i He Wofe

CO4é réserve & Vadresne.

}
'
|
|
|

4
o

\
)
)
n
b
Hi
'
]
3

o

. /: .;f\,.‘. . - -‘ vs'. - ‘_’{ -

|
! ‘

(B APARAN AN PPN AANNAN AN P2 UV UTVIN A ANA AN A T VA I & AWV s AT A A+ A e

10 MARCH 1890

German UPU international postal stationery card,
postmarked at Finschhafen,
written/sent by “Fritz Rose"” to a fraternity brother at Marburg, Germany,
advising of payment of his dves & requesting a copy of the latest fratemity newspaper.
77-day transit time.

Arival Inscripfion:
(front/bottom)
“2nd pentecost Day, 26 May 1890”

Recipient's Reply Inscription:
(Front/Top)
“31 May 1890"/3 June 18%0"

friedrich (Fritz) Rose:
Imperial representative for Finschhaten & Stephansort between 1889-1890,
interim general director for the New Guinea Company in
German New Guinea between 1890-1892, Imperial Consul af
Apla, Samoa, by late 1892 and Consul General between 1895-1900.

10 Piennig...
UPU Intemational Postcard Rate
(Pas! Office Notalion ~18” {in red/upper laft comer)
indicating that card was 18" sold)



FINSCHHA FEN Forerunners & Valid '‘Reich’ Issues

German Reich ‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

INBOUND MAILTO “DR. MED. WEINLAND" ...
EARLY ‘GERMAN NEW GUINEA' PHYSICIAN

S aammeea - = - T ————

12 JULY 1890

Early inbound mail to Dr. Weinland, postmarked at Morsum, Germany, sent fo
“Stephansort" re-directed to Finschhafen.
97-day transit time.

Armrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“2 pentecost Day, 26 May 1890"

Carl Weinland:
Dr. Med. from Urach, Wirtemberg, departed Germany for GNG on 25 May 1889
and died (probably from Malaria) at Finschhafen early 1891

20 Plennig...
UPU infemational Single-Weight
Llefter-Rale



KERAWA RA Forerunners & Valid 'Reich’ Issues

A small island twenty miles east of Rabaul, located on the large
island of New Pommern (iater “New Britain”) and west of the Island of
New Mecklenburg (later “New Ireland”), initially settled by trading
company representatives but later abandoned because of
hosfile nafives.

USAGE: May 1888 - June 1890

8 SEPTEMBER 1888
Only known two-color franking/plece

Cent. Dv. Shover
fxp. Bothe

Exp Dr. Stever signed W. Brandes

29 JUNE 1888

Cover, postmarked at Kerawara, sent fo “Postmaster Rau” at
Senftenberg (Lausitz), Prussia, transit at Finschhafen on 7 July,
destination armrival on 26 August 1888.

58-day transit time.

20 Pig.. UPU Infernational Single-Weight (15 grams) Letter-Rate







