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Acrimony on Steroids
I was discussing with a friend recently the political
climate we find ourselves in as Americans these days
and he described our situation as “acrimony on
steroids.” I felt, too, that perfectly described our
situation with people literally “unfriending” (not
only on social media, but also in actual relationships)
folks because of their political leanings. “I don’t feel
safe”, one friend told me, “in even offering my
opinion on current events, for fear I will be either
criticized or ostracized for my beliefs.”
What an awful situation to find ourselves in,
especially as Christians-those called to be
“ambassadors of reconciliation” as the Apostle Paul
calls us in Galatians. Christ came to save the world
and yet we seem to parse the planet up into smaller
and smaller enclaves of one religious or political
persuasion or the other, focusing on our differences
and not what unifies us.
I was pleased to participate on Reformation Sunday
in a service entitled “From Conflict to Communion”
where we Lutherans worshipped with our Catholic
brothers and sisters and committed ourselves to find
common ground in the Body of Christ for the sake of
the Gospel. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could
seek out common ground in every area of our lives?
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could bring together
differing political, religious and cultural ideologies
to discover what it is that unifies rather than divides
us? And what of our personal relationships- could
we not also heal divisions in our families by seeking
to find common ground?

Christianity Today article: “The Bible reveals a God
who does not just monologue, but who dialogues,
creating conversation and intimacy through asking
questions. If we want to reflect the image of God in us
and love other people, we can do so by asking them
questions. This is unlike the world around us. The
current socio-political environment in the West
engenders an endless stream of finger-pointing and
declaration-making. Our media, and the people in it,
say a lot but ask little. Even as Christians, we’re not
often asking real questions that create real dialogue
and lead to real community.”
So when you are tempted to point fingers and draw
hard lines around your religious, political opinions or
to make judgements about the beliefs or actions of
others, perhaps you could invite them into
conversation instead and look for common ground
instead of fueling the acrimony. May we truly seek to
be Ambassadors of Christ’s reconciling love.
Your partner in Christ’s service,
Pastor Carol

Maybe we would do better to ask more questions
instead of making more declarations of our own
point of view. Christian author Douglas Estes
recently confirmed this principle in a recent
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Oktoberfest and the Fall Festival were both partially funded
by Thrivent Action Grants. Thank you to Erin Burnham for
applying for these.
Are you a member of Thrivent or want to know how to be an
associate member? If so, you can apply for a grant to support
activities in the church or a project that YOU are interested in.
Contact Pastor Carol if you would like to know more. Some of
our Lenten Service projects were partially funded by the
grants.
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Confirmands, October 29, 2017
Chance Jacob Duckworth
Makena Kathryn McGuire
Brandon James Plaster

Prayer Partner for November is Table
of Grace (Congregation under
development), Bethel
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Lutheran Social Services of Alaska
Thanksgiving Blessing
We are finalizing our plans with others in the faithbased community of Anchorage for this year’s
Thanksgiving Blessing food basket distribution. Last
year we distributed food to 1,462 households which
was 97 more than 2015. This year we are planning to
serve 1,500 households. LSSA is the site coordinator
for the distribution at Central Lutheran Church and
need your help in many ways. As usual we are asking
our Lutheran congregations to collect the corn, green
beans, stuffing mix or gravy mix that your
congregation has been assigned. We also need your
help volunteering with set-up and distribution on
Monday, November 20th. Shifts on Monday are from
10am to 1:00pm for set-up, 1:30pm to 5:00pm and
4:30pm to 8pm for distribution. If you can help us out
at one of these times please call the LSSA office at
272-0643 ext 10 or email us at lssa@gci.net.
Christmas Stockings
It is a tradition to present Christmas stockings to the
families with young children who visit our food pantry
during the month of December. Thank you to all the
groups and individuals that make stockings for this
ministry. We ask that you include a story or activity
book about Jesus’ birth in the stockings. If you need
instructions or a template of the pattern please contact
the LSSA office.

Neighborhood Gift
This year all the Neighborhood Gift sites will again
come together at the Sullivan Arena for distribution
of toys and meals on Wednesday, December 13th
and Thursday, December 14th. We have divided the
city by zip codes as to which day families will
shop. Eagle River residents food and gifts will be
distributed on Wednesday, December 13th only at
St. Andrew Catholic Church. You can sign up to
volunteer by going this website
www.salvationarmyalaska.org/alaska/gift_2017 or
www.foodbankofalaska.org.
Thank You
A great big thank you to everyone who donated
items and/or volunteered at the Anchorage Mayor's
Charity Ball. It was a wonderful evening and we
will find out in December how much was raised for
LSSA.
Also a big thanks to Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church and retired Pastor Dan Bollerud for again
hosting another fun Beer & Hymns. I am pleased
to tell that we raised $11,000 for the LSSA Food
Pantry that evening.
Together Caring for Others,
Alan Budahl, Executive Director

Thanksgiving Blessing 2017


325 cans of green beans



200 cans of corn



100 boxes of stuffing mix



60 packages of gravy mix

Deadline is Sunday, Nov. 19th
Distribution is Monday, Nov. 20th
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Obstacle Course

Having Fun at Preschool
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The 2018 pledge cards have been mailed. Pledge Sunday will be on Nov. 26th.
You can also drop them into the offering plate.
Pledging helps the church council develop a budget.
Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving. Electronic giving offers
convenience for individual congregation members and provides much-needed
donation consistency for our congregation. Authorization forms and additional
information are available from the church office.
Our Church software program, Shepherds Staff, does some great graphs and
reports. I am sharing the weekly and monthly giving one this month. I added the
statistics for those of you who love the numbers!
Marsha Korri, Financial Secretary
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Church Dashboard for Contributions 10/30/2017 (General Fund)
Envelopes: 235
Env. Member Households: 76
Last Sunday, 10/29/17: $5,203
Last Sunday, 10/29/17: 30 (or) 12.8%
Year-to-date as of 10/30/17: $271,991
Year-to-date as of 10/30/17: 94 (or) 40.0%
Last year as of 10/30/16: $289,598
Last year as of 10/30/16: 96
Difference year-to-date: -$17,607 (or) -6.1%

Average Attendance for October-93
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October was Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
I Was a Woman, Bent

A reflection on Luke 13:10-13 for the Shed the Light Prayer Vigil, Anchorage AWAIC 10/30/2017

One Sabbath day as Jesus was teaching in a synagogue, he saw a woman who had been crippled by
an evil spirit. She had been bent double for eighteen years and was unable to stand up straight.
When Jesus saw here, he called her over and said, “Dear woman, you are healed of your sickness!”
Then he touched her, and instantly she could stand straight. How she praised God!
—Luke 13:10-13
I was a woman, bent... Shame and sorrow had contorted my frame; my gaze dulled and downcast by misshapen
bones and a hollow spirit.
I was a woman, bent… Vanity and pride which once held me upright, with the fragile cords of accomplishment and
attraction, weakened now by self-doubt and frayed by others’ expectations.
I was a woman, bent… the years having tarnished my veneer and shattered my self-sufficiency; my neediness in
plain view; leaving me vulnerable and searching for love in all the wrong places.
I was a woman, bent…crippled…broken.
But then… He raised his hand to me, but not in anger. His touch was gentle- pure. I couldn’t see the man who
spoke my name, the One who saw me broken, crippled, bent. My eyes could only see the dirt around my feet and yet
His words cut right through the walls which I had erected around my fractured heart - words of comfort, hope and
healing, chasing away the demons of self-loathing and despair. How could he see past my deformity to my
potential? Why did He offer me grace instead of judgement, mercy instead of disdain? God’s voice spoke through
this One, Jesus was his name. God’s blessing poured from His lips and filled my very being. I stood erect in
stature …and in spirit.
Praise be to God for His Grace and healing! Praise be to God for restoring my soul! Praise be to God for One who
sees us, broken and bent low, and lifts us to new life!
May the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and lift your eyes to accept his grace and
healing. And may you truly SEE, like Jesus, the broken and bent ones among us. May you accept them in love,
may you lift them with hope, and may you strengthen them by walking beside them and holding them up until they
are able to lift their eyes to see a new and brighter future.
I was a woman, bent… thankful to friends who saw me bent and broken and lifted my eyes to see the One who had
never lost sight of me. AMEN

No matter how steep the
mountain—the Lord is going to
climb it with you.—-Helen
Steiner Rice
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Veteran’s Day Salute
th
Sunday, November 12
Are you a veteran?
Enter our Name This Vet Contest
Submit a picture of you in your uniform with your
name in pencil on the reverse side. We will
display the pictures and see who can guess them
all.
Don’t be bashful…let’s have some fun!
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Mexico mission trip is now planning the schedule, lodging,
contacts and details for our spring break, 2018 trip. Please pray
for safety for our volunteers, and a meaningful, Christ-filled
experience for all.
We will be offering a mission trip training certificate training
program, commencing early November. It will be a three part
program, with a certificate for each. People planning to
participate in a training role for future leadership potential are
encouraged to consider joining us. Contact Linda Sharp
907-227-0036
Lsharp@alaska.net

Advent Brunch, Saturday, December 2nd,
Egan Convention Center, 9AM
Tickets available Sunday, Nov. 5 after worship or in the
church office.
“In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the

desert a highway for our Lord.” Isaiah 40:3

This month only, 1st Friday Faith, Family Fun Night will be on the 3rd
Friday, November 17.
What is Holy Communion?

Have a birthday or anniversary that is not
listed? Please contact the office at
stmarkalaska@gci.net or 276-6231.
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Zhenia Peterson
Rebecca Lisk-Howell
Marge Stoneking
Janice Orzechowski
Irene Coben
Katherine Deveaux
Nayawvor Duop
Margaret Severson
Lydia Tschopp
Donna Van Luchene

11/6
11/9
11/13
11/16
11/17
11/20
11/24
11/25
11/28
11/29

Timothy & Erin Burnham

11/25
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You can access the on-line calendar from our webpage.
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St. M ark Lu th er an Chur ch
3 230 La ke O tis Pa r kw a y
A n ch or ag e, A K 9 950 8

All are Welcome!

The Herald is published monthly and
delivered by email, on-line, hard copy,
and available in the Narthex. If you
would like to change or update your
method of delivery, contact the office,
stmarkalaska@gci.net, 276-6231

St. Mark Lutheran Church; 3230 Lake Otis Parkway; Anchorage, AK 99508
stmarkalaska@gci.net; www.stmarkalaska.org; (907) 276-6231;
Rev. Carol A. George, Pastor
John Zimmerman, Director of Music Ministry
Marsha Korri, Administrative Assistant
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