
 
 

Handled properly your wildlife resource can last a 
lifetime.  Improper handling can ruin a resource 

before it even reaches the taxidermist.   
It starts in the field.  

Wildlife Trophy Field Care Guide 

Trophy Field Care Top 3 
 

1. Track, Transport, Gut - Don’t Drag or Damage 
2. Cape to Upper Neck – Leave Head Intact 
3. Keep Cool and Dry – Don’t Wash  

 

Whitetail/Hog Field Dress 
1. Do Not Slice Brisket Hide 
2. Slice skin below chest to 
rectum around genitals 
3. Cut out rectum, tie off, cut 
esophagus high in chest cavity 
4. Remove rectum, esophagus 
and guts w/out contamination 
 

Field Cape (Shoulder Mount) 
1. Circle slice hide behind 
shoulder, midway of ribs 
2. Slice down elbows to circle; 
“V” cut w/out cutting brisket 
3. Use tube skin method to 
lower jaw & upper neck 
4. Leave skin on head 
 

Small Mammals/Fur Bearers 
1. Keep Game Intact – No Gutting 
2. Least Damage in Humane Kill as Possible 
3. Freeze Whole - Coyote Size and Smaller 
4. Transport Frozen to Your Taxidermist 

• Treat Game and Your Trophy With Care & Respect 
• Consult Your Taxidermist for Specific Instructions 
• Bring Fresh, Cool, Field Dressed Game to Your Wild Game 

Processor To Cape If You Have Any Doubts 
• Use a Field Trophy Bag To Transport Like The Picture Below 
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