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WELCOME 
To join the parish,  

please call the office at 651.644.4502,  

or talk to one of the hospitality  

ministers who greets you. 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
The parish office is open 

Monday-Thursday 

9:00am to 4:00pm. Meinrad Craighead 



The Church of Saint Cecilia 

Stewardship-Fiscal Year 

July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017 
 

As of March 31, 2017 
 

March 2017 
Anticipated Collections  $24,274.00 

Actual Collections  $26,316.70 

Less :Actual Expenses $34,064.08 

          Actual Debt Payments $1,684.79 

                      Balance ($9,432.17) 

 

Year-to-Date 

Anticipated Collections $213,614.00 

Actual Collections $280,612.83 

Less: Actual Expenses $281,815.00 

         Actual Debt Payments $11,461.81 

                     Balance ($12,663.98) 
 

Parish Bank Debt $142,586.00 

Alms Box Balance as of July 9 $329.79 

Bulletin Deadline  Wednesday at 9:00am. 

Email info. to bulletin@stceciliaspm.org. 

 

Prayer Ministry:  If you have an 

intention you wish prayed for, please call 

Marge Virnig at 651.644.4502 ext. 12. 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time       July 16, 2017 

Pornography: A Haven of Secrecy Affecting Our Children 
By Deacon Marques Silva  

 

No one wants to believe that their children have been exposed to pornography. Everyone 

wants to believe that if they just find or purchase the right filter, our kids will be 

protected. Most do not want to admit that we have willingly given our children 

unfettered access to pornography through unmonitored phones, tablets, iPods, and so 

on.  

 

The truth is that the primary consumers of pornography are youth between the ages of 12

-17. The Journal of Adolescent Health in an anonymous survey reported in August 2009 

that 96 percent of the interviewed teens had Internet access. Furthermore, 55.4 percent 

also reported that they had visited a sexually explicit website. At the university level, 93 

percent of boys and 61 percent of girls reported they had seen Internet pornography 

during adolescence. If that is not bad enough, 80 percent of 15-17 year-olds have 

reported having multiple "hard-core" pornography exposures. 

 

The concern here is not just that kids have been exposed to pornography. In the 

aforementioned university study, the researchers reported that the degree of exposure to 

paraphilic and deviant sexual activity before 18 was of "particular concern". Dr. Gail 

Dines, professor of Sociology at Wheelock College, Boston, best stated the issue during 

a 2015 Symposium when she said, "The porn you see within 15 seconds of typing 'porn' 

into Google is cruel, abusive, violent and free. No credit card is needed to enter this 

world of sexual abuse…" In a more extensive treatment of the subject, she explained in 

her book, Pornland: How Porn has Hijacked our Sexuality, that porn is no longer about 

nude women or men in provocative positions or sexual situations. It is about violence, 

abject humiliation and dehumanization of the human person. The consequences are not 

inconsequential. 

 

The evidence is pouring in 
Since 2011, there have been 26 major studies which reveal that pornography has serious 

and detrimental impacts on the brain including: 

 Shrinking brain matter in the areas associated with motivation, decision-making, 

and impulse control 

 Hijacking the brain's reward system in the same manner drugs do with an ever-

increasing need for a "fix" (i.e. watching more pornography) 

 Increasing a negative impact on marital (and relationship) satisfaction with a strong 

use (not necessarily a consistent use) of pornography that used images as a proxy for 

the spouse and thus high dissatisfaction with sex-life or marital decision-making. 

 

The studies and negative impacts are mind boggling. The three just mentioned are but 

the tip of the iceberg. But what about our kids? Do our kids really have this kind of 

access? And how does it affect them?  

 

Social media and porn 
So, you gave your child a Smartphone to stay in communication with them. We all know 

that the majority of their use has nothing to do with communication with you. How are 

they using their phones? It's time to get to know the social media apps that are on your 

children's digital devices and to whom they are communicating. The truth is that if the 

device receives a data stream, they are vulnerable. Let me be candid: what I hear from 

parents all the time is, "It's not my kid." 

 

Not your child? Here are some stats that paint a clearer picture: 

91 percent of teens use mobile phones to go online 

92 percent of teens age 13-17 go online daily 

89 percent of youth admit to receiving sexual solicitation in chat rooms 

20 percent of teens have sent or posted nude or seminude photographs or videos of 

themselves.   Continued on next page 

Alms Box “Pocket 

Change” Drive  
Throughout the year, many 

of you already make 

donations to our Alms Box.  From the 

amount provided, we purchase food cards, 

when we are able, to give to those who 

come to our door. We have also been able 

to respond to other emergency needs of 

individuals for medical or shelter issues. 

We do not give money directly to 

individuals, but have made necessary 

purchases on their behalf with these 

donations. We anticipate an increased 

demand for responding to these needs as 

we become more aware through our 

Immigration/Refugee involvement. 

To highlight our on-going alms box needs, 

we’ll have a “Pocket Change” Drive this 

weekend.  Drop your coins in the large jar 

in the entryway on your way in or out of 

church.  Thank you! 

Rest in Peace 
We extend our deepest sympathy to Karol 

Bowman on the passing of husband, Boyd 

Bowman, and to Elaine Wray on the 

passing of husband, Frank Wray. May 

they rest in the peace of Christ.   

https://www.virtusonline.org/side_templates/mtb_author.cfm?ID=91


Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time      July 16, 2017 

Hymn Numbers:   598, 319, 1134,  

(124 & 205 @10:00), 911, 950, 596 

Parish Calendar: 

Sun 9:15 Immigrant Support Mtg. 

 10:00 Baptism 

Wed 10:30 Nursing Home Service 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Project Home.  St. Cecilia’s will again 

be staffing Project Home from August 6th-

12st.  St. Matthew’s (2136 Cater Ave) has 

been hosting homeless families for the 

month of August for many years and 

we’ve been able to help with this 

wonderful program.  We need 4-5 

volunteers  to welcome the families from 

5:30-8:30pm, and 2 overnight hosts.  

Please stop by the link to sign up or online 

through our St. Cecilia webpage Outreach/

Project Home.  Questions, please call 

JoAnn Mason @642.1520, Kate 

O’Connell @645.5338, or Rose Marie 

Assad @489.3044.   

 

Sanctuary Prayer 
On Sunday, July 30th, at 7:00 we will 

gather those in need of refuge and safety in 

prayer here, in our sacred space, to lift 

them and ourselves in prayer. Come pray 

with us for insight into our deep 

connections with each other and for an 

openness to the Holy among us. 

Source of justice who is known by many 

names; 

Open our eyes that we may see the 

immigrant and undocumented; 

Not as threats, but as brothers and sisters 

whose dignity is tied to our own dignity, 

And whose lack of freedom calls into 

question our own freedom...Interfaith 

Movement for Justice. 

 

Immigrant Support 
Learn how to serve as an “on call” moral 

and legal observer for immigrant 

enforcement action by attending a Rapid 

Response Training, Thursday, July 20th, 

6:30-8:30pm at Reformation Lutheran 

Church (100 North Oxford-corner of 

Oxford and Laurel in St. Paul). 

Hear me when I say in all sincerity, I 

hope you are right. But are you willing 

to take the risk with the child in your 

care? Research teaches us that 76 

percent of victims in internet-initiated 

sexual exploitation cases were 13-15; 75 

percent were girls. Pornography as part 

of the exploitation and abuse was 

present 100 percent of the time. And 

considering something less  extreme, 

youth with significant exposure to 

sexuality in the media were significantly 

more likely to have premarital 

intercourse at ages 14-16. 

 

I recently offered a Teens and 

Technology presentation to a group of 

parents. Initially, most were resolute that 

their teens were not involved with any 

unhealthy apps, conversations or 

pornography. Then they took my 

challenge and went home to "trust but 

verify." Unfortunately, many of these 

parents disclosed to me that several of 

the tweens were knee deep in viewing 

pornography and even sexting; some 

even consistently viewed child 

pornography. Much good is coming out 

of this painful realization that many of 

us give our kids electronics but never 

set, enforce or secure safe boundaries. 

So what can we do? 

 

Tips for parents and caring adults 
One of my favorite Scriptures is from 

Romans 5:20b, "Where sin abounds, 

grace all the more." Prayer leads to 

action and there are practical steps that 

all parents and caring adults can and 

should take: 

 

Educate: First yourself, then your 

family. A great start is The National 

Center on Sexual Exploitation at 

www.endsexualexploitation.org  

 

Communicate: Speak to your kids and 

let them know the dangers and potential 

impacts of pornography on their health, 

relationships, potential job opportunities, 

etc. Always, of course, in an age-

appropriate manner. Keep in mind that 

persons are mysteries that are meant to 

be revealed-not exposed-and too much 

information too early is just as 

detrimental as none at all. 

Develop a contract: Work with the 

youth to manage expectations from the 

very beginning, and write out exactly 

what is expected. Remember the second 

Golden Rule: Whoever has the gold 

makes the rules. If you are paying for 

the equipment, data and roaming usage 

of a smart phone, tablet or laptop, you 

always have a right to view what is on it. 

And not just a right, but a responsibility 

to ensure that the youth in your care are 

safe! 

 

Trust but verify: For our youngest 

children, it is very likely that they did 

not go searching for porn; rather, it 

found them on websites that may have 

initially appeared to be tailored for 

children. Perhaps, for older youth, the 

expectations about pornography were 

never communicated. Consequently, that 

first conversation is so important to keep 

the doors of communication and healing 

open. 

 

Model the proper behavior yourself: 
What's 'good for the goose' is 'good for 

the gander'. Our brains do not care about 

our age and/or maturity when it comes 

to developing an improper fixation. Porn 

is porn, and its path of destruction does 

not discriminate. 

 

There are fantastic counselors among us 

who are assisting with healing the 

wounds of pornography and thus putting 

our culture back together—one person at 

a time. If you suspect that a youth, or 

even an adult in your life has a fixation 

with pornography, encourage them to 

seek help. A helpful website with sage 

advice is www.integrityrestored.com. 

 

That being said, wouldn't it be better to 

attempt to prevent the wounds before 

they happen? Porn is a secret illness 

filled with shame and potentially 

devastating effects for adults, and 

especially for children. Let's work 

together and protect our kids from a 

future of potential brokenness and 

heartache by implementing an action 

plan to interrupt these issues before they 

can begin. 

⸭⸭⸭ 

Baptism 
Please join us in welcoming the newly 

baptized to our community of faith: 

James Alexander Sands 

Sam & Laura Sands 

 

Habitat Needs More Volunteers!  We 

still need about 8 to 10 more volunteers for 

the Habitat Building project for Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday Aug 1, 2, 3 & 

Aug 8, 9, 10 (924 Jessamine, St. Paul).   

Volunteers can sign up online at 

cabrinimn.org/habitat or by contacting 

bobkessler45@gmail.com.  Please 

consider joining us for this great 

community building experience! 

http://www.endsexualexploitation.org/
http://www.integrityrestored.com/

