In our third gospel, 


we move from what Jesus did in Mark, 


and what Jesus said in Matthew, 



to how Jesus did it Luke.  

This should not be a huge surprise, 


since Luke is known as the historian.  

In the opening paragraph of the letter, 


he proclaims that after investigation of what has occurred, 



he is writing to Theophilus to give him an orderly account.  


The account though, 



is in order to explain how Jesus went about the work he set out to do.

What Jesus set out to do, 

what Jesus did as the Son of Man, 


was to come, 



hence the birth narrative, 


and to seek 


and to save 



what was lost.  

So Jesus had two tasks, 


seeking and saving, 

but it was one type of person.  


Not the perfected, 


not the religious, 


not the refined, 


or college educated, 

but Jesus came to seek and save 


the lost.  

So the question quickly becomes, 


how did Jesus do this?  


How did he seek and save the lost?  



Who are the lost?

The first abrupt realization is that the lost were not the pagan nations, 


but the nation of Israel itself.  


God's chosen people were the ones that the Son of Man came to seek and save.  



They were the ones who were not following God.



They needed saving because they knew where they were supposed to be,




and they were not there.  



They were the ones that needed saving.  

As we take another step deeper into the Gospel of Luke, 


we quickly realize that the lost fit better into our assumptions of who are the lost.  

Our text today comes in the course of Zaccheus, 


the short tax collector, 


“the sinner” 



to quote the crowd directly.  


The man with the Napoleon complex 



is one of the people who Luke categorizes as lost.  

In other places in Luke, 


it is a blind beggar, 


children, 


a persistent widow,


lepers, 


a crippled woman, 


Lazarus, 


a paralyzed man, 


the demon possessed, 


a Roman Centurion, 


a sinful woman, 


a sick woman, 


and a dead girl.  



These are clearly the lost.  



They are the ones with out power in this culture.  


They are many of the ones that we might quickly point out as secondary citizens.  

So they obviously need lifting up, 


they need to be sought out 


and saved from themselves.

Before we feel too confident, 


there is the reality that there are also a number of people 



who Luke paints as rejecting Jesus' saving, 



or unwilling to be caught and saved.  

Our minds would immediately go to the hardened criminal, 


the atheists, 


the one caught up in their pride 



or absolute power.  

It tends to be painted in our mind as bad folk, 


those who fit the picture of our enemy.  

But Luke lists those who reject Jesus' message as the rich young ruler, 


the Pharisees, 


a rich man, 


a rich fool, 


and of course the Guards, 



Pilate, 



and Herod from the Easter story.  




Also in the Easter story are Judas, 




Peter, 




and the disciples.  

These are all people most of us, 


as middle class Americans 



should find a thread of connection to.  

We, even if we were American's of food stamps, 


would qualify as rich in the majority of the world.  

We are the ones who have religion, 


who are God's people, 


who want God's kingdom to come 



and we shape our habits and lifestyles around this.  

This is the reality and fits the definition of a Pharisee, 


and Jesus tries to seek and save the Pharisees, 

but they reject him time and time again, 


because they know what they need God to do, 



so who is Jesus to challenge their plans?

In reality, 


Jesus sought all of these people, 



both our negative list 



and our positive list.  

But he did not save them all.  


At least by the time that Luke concludes the story.  

So why were some people so resistant to their King who had come, 


to the Son of Man who had come to seek and save them?

It comes from the fact that a number of these people did not feel 


or realize 



that they needed to be saved.  


They had their money, 



which in the Kingdom of this world meant security.  


They had their religion, 



which in the Kingdom of this world meant security.  


They had their power, 



which meant security.  

They all had their own supposed security, 


they did not need Jesus, 



or so they thought.  

Even the disciples danced in danger of crossing this line.  


Thinking that they rolled with Jesus, 



so they were fine.  


But when the hour of testing came, 



there was still a great need for them to be saved.

What about us?  


Do we still need to be sought?  


Do we still need to be saved?  

I would hazard a guess that since your pastor still needs to be saved, 


there is a high probability that you could use it to.  

For your pastor at times, 


is not dependent on Jesus for bringing situations to desired outcome.  



He sometimes thinks that the rules will, 



that humanities decency will, 



that the system will.  


There are times when 



he even believes he will be the one to make everything alright.  


So pray for him when you hear him acting this way.  


Pray for yourself when you find yourself thinking this way.

Jesus, 


the Son of Man, 


Israel's code word for the Messiah and King, 



is seeking after us, 



saving us, 




if we have the willingness to confess we are lost.

Are you lost?  


Do you need someone to seek after you?   


Do you need someone to save you?  

It is hard to admit we are lost.  


Sometimes in life, 



we don't even know we are lost.  

One of my scariest situations 


was the time I did not know I was lost, 



until it was almost too late 



and then my pride almost got me in trouble, 




because I thought I could save myself.  

In seminary, 


I went backcountry skiing with a bunch of snowshoers 



to a cabin in the coast mountains of British Columbia.  


The cabin was near the summit of peak.  

On the second day at the cabin, 


I had done a number of laps up and down the mountain, 



enough to feel familiar with my surroundings.  

So on the third morning, when it was time to go down to the lower cabin, 


I let my snow shoeing friends leave ahead of me as I closed up, 


and then dropped down the mountain.  

I had forgot that the day before, 


we had gone to a second knob,



then skied down.  

So my plan was to ski until the bottom, 


then ski to the right until I hit the snowshoe tracks.  

Unfortunately, 


if you start to the right of the snowshoe tracks, 



you can travel a long way to the right before you hit the tracks.  

One might have traveled for two hours before you even find another set of tracks.  


Not knowing that you are lost, 



suddenly you find yourself looking over the ocean 



and find a random set of Canadian's having lunch in another hut system.  

It was not until I asked them to show me on the map where I was, 


that I realized I was lost.  


That I was two mountain passes away 



from where I was supposed to have met my group three hours ago.  

I was lost enough, 


that I actually skied half way back with the group, 



just to make sure I did not get anymore lost.  

Unfortunately, 


I was still a little too proud to say I needed saving.  

I had a full winter pack, 


but did not realize how little food I was carrying.  


I was hauling heavy gear instead, 



since I was supposed to have the easy ski down.  

So never asking for some extra food, 


I completed my 9 hour ski tour with three granola bars and some gatorade.  

Needless to say, 


when I rolled into our cabin just before sun down, 



eight and a half hours later than planned,




I was hungry and exhausted.  


That night, 



I consumed 8000 calories before bed, 




but it ended up being barely enough to keep my blood sugar up, 



as I had burnt all my fat stores to keep skiing for the extra 8 hours.  

Thankfully God, 


and my ski partners knew I needed saving, 


and so did I by that point.  

They kept feeding me and making sure I was okay.  


They also kept a very close eye on me on the ski out.  



I was humbled enough by the experience to let them 




with no complaints.

All of the people that rejected Jesus, 


thought they knew where they needed to go 


and how to get there.  

They thought they had the capabilities to save themselves 


from whatever came up along the way.  



They had all political authority of the kingdom, 



all religious authority of the kingdom, 



all the money and opportunities of the kingdom.  

The only problem was that Jesus was not bringing in the kingdom of the world.  


That is not the kingdom we were made for.  


We were made for the Kingdom of God.  



That is where we started, 



we started with God being in control of the world.  

We had left that kingdom for a different one.  


The Son of Man came to bring us back into the kingdom of God


to reestablish the Kingdom of God right here on Earth where it started.  

Don't be fooled, 


we do not have the capabilities to bring ourselves back into God's Kingdom.  

If we did, 


we would have done it long ago.  

Luke shows us how all of the powers, 


religion, 


and money tried 



and failed.  

Luke also shows us how the weak, 


disenfranchised, 


and worldly insufficient 



allowed Jesus to 




and succeeded.  

The only difference is the fact that one group knew they were lost 


and turned around toward Jesus.  

My ski trip would have been under an hour 


if I knew that I needed to go left instead or right.  

The people who knew they were lost, 


were found by Jesus 


and saved by their King.  

Because Jesus knew the way 


the Kingdom of God worked.  

He can lead anyone back in the direction they are to be traveling.  


They just need to accept his help and direction.

Jesus came to seek and save what was lost.  


Are you aware that you were 



and are lost?  

That you need the Son of Man to seek you out 


and save you, 



because you are lost.  

The only way we can confidently say we are not lost, 


is to say 


and live out that Jesus is our King 



and our leader.  

If we are not following him,


even for a second, 

we are lost.  

But look closely at Jesus' promise.  


The lostness of our lives is not a permanent condition.  

Jesus is saving those who were lost, 


but now have been found by the King.  

Let us be call out to the one seeking us, 


and let him save us, 

so that our lostness is a past condition, 


not a current one.

