The Parable of the Prodigal Son
And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the
best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found.'” Luke 15:21-24
Jesus loved to use stories to illustrate profound, life-transforming concepts. He loved to use real
and genuine settings, characters, and ideas that apply to all of us to reveal God’s heart of pursuit
and love. Today we’re going to spend time allowing the parable of Jesus to speak directly to our
situations, mindsets, and core beliefs about who God is. Open your heart and mind to be
transformed by the powerful and captivating story of Jesus.
There isn’t a single passage of Scripture that better illustrates the heart of our heavenly Father
than the parable of the prodigal son. So as to not miss any of the details of this life-changing
passage, open your heart to the Spirit as you read it in its entirety.
And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his
property between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a
journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. And when
he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need.
So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his
fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one
gave him anything.
“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more
than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to
be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.” ‘ And he arose and came to his
father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran
and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to
his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and
shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.
“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard
music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant.
And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf,
because he has received him back safe and sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in.
His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I

have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat,
that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ And he said to him, ‘Son,
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad,
for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found'” (Luke 15:11-32).
The life-changing core of the gospel is that when we feel far from God, he is never far from us.
The moment we turn back toward him, he runs out to meet us. The moment we lower ourselves
in response to our sin, he exalts us, calls us his child, and throws a party in our honor.
Sometimes the most important truths are the simple ones. Sometimes the very word we need
most is the truth we’ve heard thousands of times. My prayer for you today is that you wouldn’t
extend yourself past the foundation of the gospel. God’s desire is that we would linger in the
revelation of the aftermath of Jesus’ work, that through his life, death, and resurrection we have
been raised to newness of life (Romans 6:4). Get lost today in the profound grace of your loving
God. Of no work of your own, you have been set free from the bonds of this earth and brought
back into the fold of your loving heavenly Father. Through the sacrifice of King Jesus you have
been crowned as a co-heir with Christ (Romans 8:17).
We need to simply rest in the foundational truth of the gospel. Run toward God with all
humility and allow your heart to be raised up as he exalts you. Humble yourself in light of his
majesty and allow him to pour out a joy over you like you have never felt before. God has every
reason to condemn you, but out of his overwhelming love he has chosen to call you his beloved
child. Believe on this life-changing truth and respond to his love with the offering of your life.
There is nothing you could do that could separate you from the love of your heavenly Father.
The prodigal son sinned against his father in the worst way a son could. And still the father ran
out to meet him at first glance of his son’s return. Your heavenly Father runs to meet you
anytime you turn toward him. Don’t let the enemy spread lies to you that you are too dirty for
God or that you have to fix yourself before you can spend time in his presence. Your
relationship with God is based completely on grace, not on works. He loves you because he
loves you, not because of what you do. Go out today in the knowledge that you are eternally
loved by your heavenly Father, regardless of what you do. And may his love spur you toward a
life lived in the abundance of restored relationship.

