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‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me.’
Matthew 25:40

OUR MISSION IS...
...to grow our faith in Christ and share it with others,
to connect people to God and to each other through love, and
to create hope by providing opportunities for people to serve.

PHONE:
559-896-2691

EMAIL:
Church: fccselma@sbcglobal.net
Pastor: fccselmapastor@yahoo.com
Youth: fccselmayya@yahoo.com
STAMP

WEBSITE:
www.selmadisciples.com

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Sunday Bulletin:
Wednesdays @ 10:00 AM
Newsletter:
16th of the month @ 10:00 AM

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
M - TH from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

CHURCH STAFF
MINISTERS ........................................ The Congregation
SENIOR PASTOR ............................. Rev. Maria Tafoya
Minister of Youth/Young Adults ........... Leah Torosian
Choir Director ................................... Kenneshae Murray
Minister of Music ................................ Jordan Williams
Organist .......................................... Anthony Imperatrice
Child Care.................................................... Ashley Petree
Chair of the Congregation (2019) ................. John Terry
Chair of the Elders (2019) ................... Dave Highbaugh
Administrative Assistant................ Dee Anne Douville
Custodian..................................................... Ashley Petree
Communications Coordinator ............... Jason Torosian

SCRIPTURES & TITLES FOR
NOVEMBER
3:
10:
17:
24:

BOOK & VERSE
SERMON
Luke 20:37-44 CEB “Will this be on the test?”
Luke 19:1-10
“Dinner with Sinners”
2 Thessalonians 3:5-13 MSG
“No Freeloaders need apply”
Ephesians 2:8-10 “Made for More: Dream Big”
Selma Cares
It’s that time of year again!

LAST MONTH’S ATTENDANCE

Selma Cares is gearing up for the annual Christmas give-away on
December 21st. Every year Selma Cares give boxes of food and toys to
families in need, and even free photos of the kids with Santa!

SUNDAY TRADITIONAL

THURSDAY CONTEMPORARY

10/6:
10/13:
10/20:
10/27:

Here’s how we can help:

(“WORSHIPREPLAY”)

By collecting canned goods for 550 food boxes!

10/10: 9

This year we will again be collecting canned tomatoes for Selma Cares.

73
4
49
52

Bring them to the church every Sunday from now until December 15th.

10/24: 5
Give Thanks!
Give Socks!
Give Undies!
The Shower Ministry that runs once or twice a week at the corner
of McCall and Whitson gives each homeless person a clean socks
and undies to put on after their shower. So, bring socks, men’s
and women’s underwear and hotel size toiletries as part of your
Thanksgiving offering during the month of November.

REV. MINION
SERVING IN

I am grateful for . . .
If you are a Facebook friend of Aubrey
Tuttrup then you have seen her daily posts
listing the things she is grateful for. I have
to say that I am grateful for her posts,
because no matter what kind of day I am
having she reminds me of all the good
things that happen even on a terrible, horrible, no good, very bad
day . . or on an ordinary day. After all, it is easy to be grateful
when good things are happening. It’s a little harder on a day like
every other days, or on a day when our whole focus is on some
crisis happening in our lives.
Nothing in particular was going on with the Thessalonians
when Paul first wrote to them. They weren’t having a crisis of faith
or divisive arguments within the congregation when he told them to
“Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1
Thess. 5;16-18) Giving thanks to God for everything is simply the
way Christians are supposed to approach life. Admittedly, this is
hard when things are going wrong.
When the people of Israel faced defeat at the hands of
Nebuchadnezzar’s armies, they were frightened and worried.
They had no idea how they were going to survive as a people,
because the goal of the invading army was to force them to
worship Nebuchadnezzar as a god. When the widow Judith heard
this, she chastised them saying, “25 In spite of everything let us
give thanks to the Lord our God, who is putting us to the test as he
did our ancestors.” (Judith 8:25).
Because we in the United States celebrate Thanksgiving
this month, we often think of November as “Gratitude Month.” In
our worship services we will be singing and praying about
gratitude and thanksgiving. Many of us will celebrate our gratitude
with a Thanksgiving meal. Let’s also follow Aubrey’s lead this
month, and write down a few things we are grateful for every day.
You don’t have to post your list on Facebook, or even on your
refrigerator. But writing down the things you are grateful for will
inscribe them on your heart, making it possible for you to rejoice
always - even when things are hard.
Today I am grateful for . . . . you. Pastor Maria

3:
10:
17:
24:

November

GREETER(S)
Mac Coakwell
Karen Blanchard
Jorge Flores
Laurie Fitzgerald

PRESIDER(S)
Dawn Linhoff
Charlotte Thompson
Pat Adams
John Hopkins

ELDERS
3:
10:
17:
24:

OFFERING
Dave Highbaugh
Debbie Brown
Kathleen Schales
Jennifer Earle

COMMUNION
Hugh Adams
Leah Torosian
Dave Highbaugh
John Terry

LOCK-UP: John Terry

(Prep)

DEACONS
3: Bonnie Murray
10: Diane Highbaugh
17: Rene Wells
24: Michael Gutierrez

Tina Ritchie
Becky Moreno
Andrew Guzman
Haley Stump

Anna Armstrong
Nick Luna
Dawn Linhoff
Marsha Staley

Jessica Williams
Clarissa Zarate
Jorge Flores
Jeff Terry

Please call a sub if you are unable to do Communion preparation!

Schedule for
NOVEMBER 2019
SATURDAY, 11/2
7:00 PM
Concert at FCC: Tidy Gill, soprano

SUNDAY, 11/17
11:45 AM
Board Meeting

SUNDAY, 11/3 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
11:45 AM
Spiritual Growth Meeting &
Christmas Play Meeting

THURSDAY, 11/21
Time
7:45 AM
Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T.
center

THURSDAY, 11/7
7:45 AM
Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T.
center
SUNDAY, 11/9
9:30 AM
Disciples Men’s Group meeting at
Rodolfo's
TUESDAY, 11/12
9:30 AM
Miriam Group at April Langstraats’,
hosted by Marion Clifton

THURSDAY, 11/14
6:30 PM
Worship Re-Play Service at FCC
SATURDAY, 11/16
9:30 AM
Esther Group meeting at Dawn
Linhoffs’

THURSDAY, 11/28
6:30 PM
Worship Re-Play Service at FCC

November is here. Halloween is
over and it’s almost time for turkey! Here’s what the Youth and
Young Adult groups are doing.
The Youth group (6th through 12th
grade) is meeting each Thursday
night from 7:00 to 8:30 PM in the
Youth Room at the church. This
group is currently working on a
study called Marvelous Myths –
Marvel Superheroes and Everyday
Faith. It should be interesting to
see how they relate Superheroes
and Faith. I’ll update you as we get
into the study.
The Young Adult group continues to meet every Sunday from
6:30 to 8:00 PM at The Parsonage. This group is continuing to
work on an online study called “Be the Light.” We’re examining what it means to truly be the light as well as ways to reflect
the light to Jesus to those around us.
I’d like to get 3 or 4 people who would be willing to be On
Call Youth Sponsors. We all know that life happens and schedules change, so I’d like to establish a list of people who would
be willing to help with the Youth group on an on call basis.
Please let me know if you would be interested in assisting with
this group.
If you have questions, comments or suggestions about the
Youth or Young Adult programs or if you’d like to volunteer to
help, please feel free to email me at fccselmayya@yahoo.com.
You can also call or text me. My information is in the church
directory or is available by calling the church office.
Leah

First Christian Church, Selma, California
BOARD MINUTES ╬ Sunday, October 20, 2019
Members Present: John Terry, Alan Langstraat, Jennifer Earle, Dave Highbaugh
and Jordan Williams. Maria Tafoya, Pastor (Since there was not a quorum, no
votes were taken)
The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Maria at 12:00.
We looked at the minutes and will approve them in November.
Jennifer presented the finance report, the balance in the checking account is a little
over $5,000. We are doing ok and staying within our budget.
Team Reports:
Property – Alan – Josue Guevara is working on a gate for the East steps to the
sanctuary to help solve the homeless problem. Jordan and Chad cleaned the
breezeways and light fixtures and changed the wattage of the bulbs so it is brighter.
Spiritual Growth – Dave - World Communion Sunday was the last event for this
group, Advent and Christmas will be next.
Pastor’s Report – Maria – attached
Youth and Young Adult Report – none
Unfinished Business
A. Sanctuary reconfiguration – Chad and Jordan will start moving the
pews. Once that is done we will get an estimate for the carpet.
B. Pella meeting report – The meeting with the Pella Lutheran Board was
investigative in nature. They are a small congregation and unable to
hire a minister. We are investigating doing ministry together. Our
congregation will have church with them on January 5 and their
congregation will come have church with us on January 19.
C. Planning Commission report – The city will widen Huntsman Avenue
along the South side of our property at Huntsman and Thompson.
They will put in sidewalks, curbs and gutters in exchange for a narrow
strip of our property.
New Business
We will gather tomatoes again this year for Selma Cares.
Possible rezoning of the Thompson property to multi-family residential.
(Tabled)
Reports
Jordan reported on the Regional Men’s Retreat – Dr. Dick Hamm was the
speaker.
Alan closed the meeting with prayer at 1:00 PM
Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer Earle, Substitute Secretary

FCC Weekly Schedule
Sunday:
9:15 AM
10:30AM
6:30 PM
6:00 PM

Sunday School
WORSHIP SERVICE
Young Adults Meeting (Parsonage)
Iglesia PC

Monday:
7:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous
Tuesday: (No activities)
Wednesday:
7:00 PM Iglesia PC
7:17 PM Choir Rehearsal
Thursday:
6:30 PM WORSHIPREPLAY (2nd/4th Thursdays of the month)
6:30 PM Youth Group
6:30 PM Trinity Life Church
Friday:
7:30 PM

(Office Closed)
Alcoholics Anonymous

Saturday: (No activities)

Please come join us!

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

November
1:
4:
11:
12:
13:
15:
16:
19:
20:
25:
26:

Marsha Staley
Paula Dandurand
Bob & Linda Berry; Mary Beth Muro
Jordan Williams
Laitn Guzman
Dave Highbaugh
Clarissa Zarate
Dana Orosco; Noah Thompson
Ken Armstrong
Gary Woods; Alicia Palomino
Barbara Duncan; Diane Jensen

Miriam Group
Tuesday, Nov. 12 @ 9:30 AM
Marion Clifton hosting at April Langstraat’s
(2307 Azalea, Selma)
Esther Group
Saturday, November 16 @ 9:30 AM
At Dawn Linhoff’s
(3550 Hill, Selma)
If you would like to know
more call Jennifer Earle – 896-2358

All are encouraged to join!

Disciples
Men’s Ministry
will be
meeting on

Nov. 9th,
9:30 AM
@

Have we missed your special day? Is something
incorrect? Contact the church office and let us know!
Please call 896-2691 or email fccselma@sbcglobal.net

Rodolfo's
1802 E. Front St., Selma

PRAYER REQUESTS AND GRATITUDE
To my wonderful Church Family:
In September 2009, a college freshman walked through the doors of the church
as your newly hired choir accompanist. 10 years later, he is now your Music
Minister, extremely involved, loving and serving the Lord a lot more than he
expected to. I want to thank you all for your unconditional love and support in
my faith journey and as a musician. I appreciate you all and am the person I am
today because of you.
Lovingly and musically in Christ’s service, Jordan Williams
A big thank you for all the help for Christian Café on October 23rd. It really
does take a village and thank you to everyone that stepped in to make it a
success! John for the delicious sauce, Manuel for being the home chef and
helper, and Laurie, Jennifer, Marsha, and all the people that donated flood to
make it a success! Had a bigger group than was expected, but the people were
served a delicious meal. Thank you all, Liz Thornburg Martinez
Please pray for Theresa Swift and her family. Theresa taught special education in
Selma for many years and has been diagnosed with brain cancer. Let's surround them
with prayer.
Karen Blanchard's sister, Jeanne, who has just had her last chemo treatment needs our
prayers. Jeanne's husband was taken to the hospital today and they found a mass on
his kidney. He has been her support and now she needs to be his. Please pray for
Jeanne and her husband and the whole family.

Thank you to all faithful supporters of the Food Pantry.
Distribution days are held on the first and third Thursdays at
the SMART Center! During the month of October there were
91 bags of food given out to 385 people.
Your donations are always greatly appreciated.

Please pray for Vonnie Murray's friend Mel Johnson and his family. Mel is in ICU
with brain damage and other injuries as a result of an accident.
Please pray for Lorna Field and the family. Paul Field passed away and his services
were held Oct. 26th.

Spiritual Growth
Meeting

P RAYER CHAIN
Jennifer Earle is leading the prayer chain. Please send your prayer requests
to her at 559-896-2358 or jen4earle@sbcglobal.net.

Sunday, November 3rd
11:45 AM

ANYONE interested in performing in
the Christmas Play
on December 22nd,

Please attend a brief meeting
after worship on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3RD!
To do:
-Assignment of parts!
-Discuss costumes
-Set first rehearsal!
THANK YOU!
Kathleen Schales

Church Board
Meeting
Sunday, Nov. 17
11:45 AM

