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US Equestrian Announces Combinations for the Combined Driving 

Program for Elite Athletes 

ÂÙ 53 %ÑÕÅÓÔÒÉÁÎ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ȿ -ÁÒ ςωȟ ςπρψȢ 

,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȟ +ÙȢ ɀ 53 %ÑÕÅÓÔÒÉÁÎ ɉ53%&Ɋ ÉÓ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ρς ÁÔÈÌÅÔÅȾÈÏÒÓÅ ÃÏÍÂÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ 
ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÂÉÎÅÄ $ÒÉÖÉÎÇ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÆÏÒ %ÌÉÔÅ !ÔÈÌÅÔÅÓȟ Á ÎÅ× ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÏÖÅÒÓÅÅÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ $ÒÉÖÉÎÇ 3ÐÏÒÔ 
#ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ 4ÈÅ #ÏÍÂÉÎÅÄ $ÒÉÖÉÎÇ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÆÏÒ %ÌÉÔÅ !ÔÈÌÅÔÅÓ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ (ÉÇÈ 0ÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ 0ÒÏȤ
ÇÒÁÍ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÂÉÎÅÄ $ÒÉÖÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅ ÎÅ× ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÓÅÅËÓ ÔÏ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÃÏÍÂÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÒÏÖÅÎ 
ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ Ô×Ï-ÙÅÁÒ ÃÙÃÌÅȢ 

The following combinations (listed alphabetically) have been selected as elite athletes. 

Jacob Arnold (Snow Camp, N.C.) and Uminco, Leslie Berndlôs 17-year-old Royal Dutch Warmblood 
gelding 

Donna Crookston (Saltsburg, Pa.) and Viktor, her 10-year-old Dutch Harness gelding 

James Fairclough (Newton, N.J.) and Citens, his 11-year-old KWPN gelding; Bento V, his 12-year-old 
Dutch Warmblood gelding; Zenden, his 14-year-old Dutch Warmblood gelding; Dapper, his 10-year-old 
Dutch Warmblood gelding; Caletta 5, his 16-year-old Austrian Warmblood mare 

Jennifer ñNiftyò Hamilton (Alva, Fla.) and Makari Design, 10-year-old Dutch Warmblood gelding 

Diane Kastama (Arroyo Grande, Calif.) and Joy 217, Greenlaw Grupeôs 18-year-old Dutch Warmblood 
gelding 

         Congratulations Diane and Joy!! 
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Eli Decker Memorial Fund for young drivers 

Eli's mom has set up a fund at an existing non-profit that young drivers can 
apply to for grants to help with carriage driving show expenses.  Eli was an 
enthusiastic supporter of carriage driving, giving of his time to help others, 
volunteer at shows, as well as driving his own.  In his memory, donations 
may be made to this fund to help other young drivers. 

Checks may be made out to:  

SPACD (The Society for the Preservation of American Combined Driving) 

Put Eli Decker on memo line. 

Send to: SPACD 

    c/o Dan Rosenthal 

    P.O Box 63 

    Milford, NJ 08848 

A note from the prez:  

March came in like a lion and out like a lamb.  

The month started with receiving  word of Eli Deckerôs untimely passing. Eli        
became a club member last year while he was helping Diane with her horses and  
enjoyed driving his pair of ponies in Linda's cones series. He never met a stranger 
and was always willing to help.  

In lighter news, the club had a table at the SLO Horse Expo. Quite a few club  
members helped at the table, handing out old driving magazines and answering 
questions.  

The March club meeting was well attended and we decided on different club      
opportunities that we hope to have this year. That does not mean the ONLY club 
activities this year, so please keep the ideas coming. The most excitement was 
over the return of the cones series at Linda Fairbanks, with a few changes mainly 
with days and times open for driving. We will pass along any more information as it 
becomes available.  

Some of the most fun this month was the Triumph Foundations weekend of       
carriage driving at the Cutlerôs place in Moorpark. Diane helped supply the horses 
(her own and 5 others), along with her carriages, experience and volunteers. Club 
members Liz, Jackie, Aleks, and myself helped on Saturday. We harnessed, 
hooked and unhooked (the horses were unhooked each time the driver got in/out of 
the carriage), and helped transfer the drivers from their chair to the carriage. I also 
got to ride on the carriage with a second set of reins as a backup, but very few of 
the drivers needed it. The two horses, mule, and 3 ponies were on their best      
behavior and everyone had the chance to drive including the volunteers that the 
Triumph Foundation had and any family that had come. 

Aleks and I were able to stay to help on Sunday to do it all over again. A few of the 
drivers were people who had been there the day before and wanted some more 
horse time.  

April is the start of show season, and there are a few Mule shows this month as 
well as Claystationôs first Horse Driving Trial at the end of the month. 

         ~Lilla 

mailto:elvis1@wildblue.net
mailto:bridgette@hackneyponies.com
mailto:dkastama@veriozon.net
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Cones SeriesñMembersõ event series 

Linda Fairbanks will, once again, be hosting a series of cones events at her 
Overlook  Driving Center in Paso Robles.  

This is a members only event and the cost is $50.00 per turnout for the 
entire     series or $15.00 for one course.  It is an ADS approval worthy 
course and will be   run correctly and timed unless a competitor requests 
some exception in advance.    If someone wants to help set-up courses, 
please e-mail Linda (lkfairbanks@gmail.com).  Measuring help is always 
needed and appreciated. 
 

  Course #1 available May 11, 12, 14 and 15 

  Course #2 available May 18, 19, 21 and 22 

  Course #3 available May 25, 26,28 and 29 

  Course #4 available June 1, 2 4 and 5 

  Course # 5 available June 8, 9, 11 and 12 

  Course #6 available June 15, 16, 18 and 19 
 

The driving time each day is from 11:00 to 4:00 by approximate appoint-
ment.   

If you need a different time, please ask...we are friendly. 
 

Hard hats and whip in hand are required. 
 

To enter, e-mail Linda to let her know and declare which division you 
should be in.   

Inexperienced people or horses should be Training level.  People who have 
competed before should be Preliminary level.   

Really good competitors should be Intermediate level and professionals or 
amateurs who have won championships with this horse should be Advanced 
level.   

There may be water and bridges on course. 

Questions?  Call Linda at 237-8476 

mailto:lkfairbanks@gmail.com
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Press Release: Combined Driving Elite Athletes continued:  

Jennifer Matheson (Aiken, S.C.) and Bax 3, Katrina Beckerôs 16-year-old German Riding Pony 
gelding; Cees, Katrina Beckerôs 16-year-old Welsh Pony gelding; Rocco 454, Katrina Beckerôs 12-
year-old German Riding Pony gelding 

Tracey Morgan (Beallsville, Md.) and Fuego 88, her 17-year-old German Riding Pony gelding 

Suzy Stafford (Wilmington, Del.) and PVF Peace of Mind, her 11-year-old Morgan mare 

Allison ñLisaò Stroud (Kennett Square, Pa.) and Anesco 4, Willow Star LLCôs 13-year-old Dutch 
Warmblood gelding; Enzo, Willow Star LLCôs nine-year-old Dutch Warmblood gelding; George W, her 
seven-year-old KWPN gelding; Ulco, Willow Star LLCôs 17-year-old Dutch Warmblood gelding; Olan-
do, Willow Star LLCôs 22-year-old Dutch Warmblood gelding 

Chester Weber (Ocala, Fla.) and Asjemenou, his 13-year-old Dutch Warmblood gelding; Boris W, 
his 12-year-old KWPN gelding; First Edition, his nine-year-old KWPN gelding; Reno, his nine-year-old 
gelding; Splash, Jane Clarkôs 15-year-old Dutch Warmblood gelding 

Kathleen ñKatieò Whaley (Paris, Ky.) and Tommy, her 15-year-old Welsh cross gelding; Tanner, 
her 12-year-old Welsh cross gelding; Night Flyer, Barbara Simsô 18-year-old Welsh Section C gelding 

Misdee Wrigley-Miller (Lakewood Ranch, Fla.) and Beau, her 12-year-old KWPN gelding; Bolino 
D, her 12-year-old KWPN gelding; Bravour 54, her 12-year-old KWPN gelding; Calipso 86, her 11-
year-old Dutch Warmblood gelding; Daan 8, her 10-year-old KNHS gelding 

US Equestrian offers congratulations to all of the combinations accepted into the Combined Driving 
Program for Elite Athletes. 

 

Congratulations  

Debra and Eryl!!  

CA Dressage Society 
Adult Amateur High 

Score 

 


