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Bells
Announcements
Prelude

“He Touched Me.”
William Gaither, Arr. Phillip Keveren

Call to Worship

Randy Foster

Leader: Draw near to God, and God will draw near to you.
Happy are those who delight in God’s word.
People: We praise God who is nearer than our breath.
We gather to become more aware of God’s presence.
Leader: Knowledge of God is a delight to the righteous.
Let us seek to grow in wisdom and understanding.
People: There is always more to discover than we know.
God is our teacher and helper and judge.
Leader: The glory of God’s kingdom is found in service.
Let us live in humility, with peace, gentleness and mercy.
People: We seek to do good and not harm all our days.
We would honor Christ in our care for others.
*Hymn

You Servants of God, Your Sovereign Proclaim

*Gathering Prayer

Randy Foster

We praise you, O God, for your grace and compassion towards us. You watch over us and
teach us the true way to prosper in life, not in things but in genuine relationships. As we meet
together today, help us to deal with our selfish ambition, disorder and conflicts. Create in us
space for thoughtful reflection and committed action, that will faithfully reflect the nature of
your reign. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scriptures
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

Randy Foster
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Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts,
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do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be
disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or
hypocrisy. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.
4 Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your
cravings that are at war within you? 2 You want something and do not have it; so you commit
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts.
You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in
order to spend what you get on your pleasures.
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Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to
God, and he will draw near to you.
Mark 9:30-37

Rosemary Dawson
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They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31 for he
was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands,
and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32 But they did not
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.
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Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you
arguing about on the way?” 34 But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another
who was the greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be
first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 Then he took a little child and put it among them; and
taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
Special Music

Sermon

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing.”
Traditional Spanish melody, Arr. Robert D. Vandall
What is Greatness

How many of you have noticed the number of competition events are on TV these days? I’m not
just talking about the Olympics either. There’s everything from ‘Face Off’ and ‘Lego Masters’ to
‘American Ninja Warriors’. And all of them assert “you are the greatest…fill in the blank”. And
join us next week for another ‘Greatest whatever’!
It seems funny if you think about it, but ‘greatness’ is built into our social lives, from childhood’s
‘king of the mountain’ to presidential races. We personally may not strive for ‘greatness’ as in
Olympic honors, the Nobel Prize, or world leadership, but still, we often struggle in families, towns,
and even church to be number One, as in ‘top dog of the pack’.
Maybe that was the attitude of the disciples when they were arguing about who was the greatest.
That is human nature. And it was even more pronounced, and seemed more inappropriate, because
it ensued after Jesus again was teaching them about his coming crucifixion. We heard the same
word last week, when Jesus tells them plainly and clearly, that he would “be betrayed, killed and
rise again.” In that moment Peter had rebuked him because ‘that was not a part of the plan.’ And
again today, Jesus’ word was so far ‘beyond their scope’, that they could not grasp it and it scared
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them to their core. That may be why their conversation turned toward ‘greatness’ – because what
Jesus was saying was not only “not so great”, it was the antithesis of greatness; it was shame and
degradation. And, as is so very human, avoidance can push you all the way to the flip side of what
you are resisting.
I wonder if that is why Jesus brings up the conversation when he did – not interjecting on the road –
but later, when it seems whatever the disciples had debated was settled, or at least put ‘on pause’.
Jesus definitely was not about to name ‘who is greatest’ but rather challenged the assumption of
what is greatness in the first place. And again, it is the antithesis of everything the disciples –
including us – ever comprehend.
For us, for the world, for the disciples and the people of Jesus’ day, greatness always involves
power and status. And status-seeking, rank and position, were tremendously powerful forces in
ancient Israel. Everyone sought the favor and support of those ‘above’ them in the pecking order,
and purposefully not only ignored those ‘beneath’ them, but intentionally demeaned them – hoping
thus to elevate themselves. (Not so different than our world today if you think about it).
It was this social order that the disciples followed in their discussion of greatness. And it is this selfaggrandizement that Jesus challenges. Like everything else in the kingdom of God the script (or the
pecking order) gets flipped. Greatness is not being ‘top dog’ but being ‘least and last’- the bottom of
the pack; it is not being served, but serving others – and not just some, who can help elevate you,
but those who actually are ‘least and last’, like the child he upheld in their midst (who truly had zero
status or power in Jesus’ day).
That is such a difficult truth for us to grasp, even though we have heard it almost every Sunday
since we ourselves were children (a long time ago). If we want to ‘go after’ being top dog, even in
our little corner of the world, then we had better reverse course, go to the bottom of the barrel, and
serve there.
Why would we ever do that?! Well, maybe because we are followers of Christ – the one who
actually lived those words. He laid aside his status as the Son of God, was born to a day laborer in a
backwater village, and throughout his life was accused of befriending riff-raff and sinners, helping
lepers and welcoming outcasts. And when he was crucified, well, as the world would say – “what a
loser”. But I hope we know differently. God certainly did, raising him up and naming him Savior
and Lord.
And we are challenged, always, to sincerely and faithfully follow him, and live, not by the world’s
standards, but according to God’s greatness. Now, wouldn’t that be great? Amen.
Hymn

Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service

Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Holy God, your majesty awes us and your goodness and grace astonishes us. When we were weak
and helpless you came to us and lifted us up, called us your children and entrusted to us the work of
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your kingdom. We long to truly honor that gift, O God, and so we come seeking your guidance and
strength to live according to your ways.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. Help us to perceive your truth more deeply, to
grow in our faithfulness to your purposes for us, and to expand our care in serving others.
We pray for all our leaders. Grant them a deep humility that recognizes their humanity and a spirit
of compassion that will seek the welfare of all people. We pray also for all who are suffering today.
Grant your healing to the ill, your comfort to the mourning and your aid to the needy. We
especially lift up to you… and we thank you for….
We praise you, Wondrous God, for all your mercy towards us through Jesus Christ, who taught us
to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

Remember Me

Offering
We are a people accustomed to greatness in our world. Yet as disciples of Christ we are called to
center ourselves in the humility of Christ, and to pour out our lives in Christ-like service.
Our giving helps us to grow in faith and in faithfulness, even as it ministers to the needs of others.
Let us dedicate our offering in faith and hope.
We offer you our gifts, O God, as an expression of our faith and as a commitment to the ministry of
Christ. May there be good fruit among us, as we grow in mutual respect, love and support, and as
we increase in compassionate service and care towards all who are in need. Bless each gift and
giver. Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
*Hymn

God of Grace and God of Glory

*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
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Benediction
Go now into the world
And may God give you wise minds and spirits attentive to God’s will, with a thorough
understanding of the ways in which God works, so that you may live and behave in a manner
that honors and pleases the Lord in every way. Colossians 1:9-10 variants
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“I’ll Fly Away.”
Albert Brumley, Arr. Phillip Keveren

*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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