Please note that this winter issue of The Charlton Chimes covers
the seasons of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany. Most of the
information within falls in the time period of December 1 thru
the middle of February. The next spring issue will be distributed
earlier than normal, so that it can cover the entire Lenten
season, which begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14.
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The first Sunday of Advent which falls on December 3 this year is the
beginning of the Christian Year. This holy season is a time when we
prepare ourselves for the coming of our Messiah. The word
‘Advent’, from the Latin word ‘adventus’, means “coming.” We
celebrate these days of Advent in expectation and preparation for
Christ’s arrival. Through the centuries, Christians have observed a
time of waiting and anticipation before celebrating the birth of the
Savior at Christmas. This Advent season is a time for reflection and
preparation, but its mood is joyful. Advent has been enriched by
Christian tradition to reflect its distinctive Christian meaning. It
proclaims the revelation of God’s love as expressed in Christ’s birth
in a humble stable, His sacrificial death on the cross, and His
victorious resurrection! It points to the hope of Christ’s coming
again as the King of kings and Lord of lords.
The season of Advent comes to a close with the celebration of the
birth of Christ … Christmas … a word originated from the compound
of “Christ’s Mass”. This season, also known as Christmastide, begins
on December 25th, although most scholars agree that this was not
the actual date of Jesus’ birth. Christmastide is celebrated for twelve
days until the celebration of Epiphany on January 6th. The word
‘Epiphany’ means “to manifest” or “to show” and is the observance
of the “showing forth” or revelation of God in human form. This
holy day commemorates the visitation of the magi when Jesus was
between one and two years old. Epiphany is also the day we
remember and celebrate the baptism of Jesus as he entered his
earthly ministry.
As we begin to observe these holy-days, don’t get caught up in the
commercialization of the season. Instead, let us do our best to focus
on the ‘reason for the season’, starting with Advent.
Advent makes innkeepers out of all of us, asking each of us to make
room for the arrival of Christ the King. As the familiar carol says, “Let
every heart prepare him room!”
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From the Pastor ...
Merry Christmess! I read a story of how one mother wanted to keep the
package unwrapping room clean and orderly. Her children had other
plans. They tore open their packages and the wrapping went everywhere.
The kids ruined a nice orderly room and made it look like a Christmas tree
exploded! As the mother started to scold her kids her five year old said,
“But Mommy, isn’t it wonderful? It’s a Christmess!”
Christmas is a mess isn’t it? From our homes to the streets and to the
malls, it is a big mess. People everywhere with lots of hustle and bustle.
Lights, music, decorations, parties and the like make Christmas a very
messy time. The mess can drive us crazy, or it can remind us of the first Christmess.
Bethlehem was full of people because of the census. Mary and Joseph were frantically looking for room in
an inn. Jesus was born in a barn and laid in an animal trough. All of this was a very messy situation to say
the least. Yet in the midst of this mess, a plan older than time itself began to unfold. God looked down at
a world messed up by sin and knew that a Savior was needed. The Creator Himself physically entered our
world through the supernatural birth of a tiny baby in a humble stable. “Look! The virgin will conceive a
child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” (Matthew
1:23 NLT) I’m so grateful for our God who sent His Son in our mess at Christmas.
Two thousand years have passed, but the world hasn’t really changed all that much. People still make a
mess of things. We cause suffering for others and we suffer because of others. We seek fulfillment in
anything other than the only One who offers it. So as we experience the messes of Christmas this year,
may it remind you of our Savior who came into our mess to be Savior. Thanks be to God, Amen!

Pastor Les
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Advent/Christmas 2017

The Light of Christmas
During the Advent season, everyone will receive a special votive candle and devotional as
you leave the worship service. You can use this votive candle to create a personal Advent
wreath. It is our prayer that you will light the candle as part of a daily devotional during
the Advent and Christmas season.
The set of candles and devotional will be provided to our members who are homebound.
Sunday, December 3 :: Advent 1 :: Light of Eternity (Revelations 22:1-5) As
Christians we believe that Jesus will return one day. There are many thoughts and
opinions on how this will occur and the events surrounding his return. We will
never know till the day exactly how Jesus will return yet we know he will come
with a heavenly hope and the light of eternity. We will explore this Sunday
what it means for there to be no more darkness in heaven and the light that
God will give.
Sunday, December 3 :: Family Advent Service :: Light of Lights
(John 3:19-21) Jesus is the light that has come to dispel the darkness.
We will focus on what it means for light to overcome darkness. This
service will be appropriate and fun for children of all ages. Prior to the
service, we will be decorating the church together and having a
covered dish dinner.
Sunday, December 10 :: Advent 2 :: Light of Hope
(Genesis 1:1-5 and John 1:1-14) In the beginning God brought light to
the world. When Jesus came he was the light that came into the world
again. Jesus is God and his light brings us hope.
Sunday, December 17 :: Advent 3 :: Light of Healing
(Isaiah 9:2-7) A wonderful function of light is that it heals. Jesus as the light came
to heal. He heals more than physical needs, Jesus heals deep hurts and a broken land.
Jesus is the light that brings healing. This service will also include a Blue Christmas reflection
for those who have difficulty during the Christmas season.
Sunday, December 24 :: Advent 4 :: Light of Truth
(Mark 4:21-25) Light purifies. The light of truth purifies as well. Sometimes the light shines in our eyes
and sometimes it shines on the road before us. Jesus shines the light of truth on all. We will have one
service at 9:30 AM on this day, with the children of Charlton presenting a program.
Sunday, December 24 :: Christmas Eve :: Light of Life (Luke 2:10-12)
Jesus was wrapped in swaddling clothes when he was born. Swaddling clothes had many purposes in
Jesus day and teach us more about how Jesus is the light of life come to us.
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Sunday, December 31 :: Light of the World (John 8:12-19)
Jesus declared that he is the light of the world. We will explore Jesus’, “I Am” statement and consider what
it means for our lives today.
Sunday, January 7 :: Epiphany :: Light of the Star (Matthew 2:1-12)
The Wisemen followed the light of the star to Bethlehem to see the toddler Jesus. Their trek was long and
dangerous. We too are to follow the light of Jesus in our challenging world today. We will celebrate a very
special sacrament of communion on this holy day.

Winter Sermons
Sunday, January 14 :: Being a Good Steward
(Genesis 2:15/Mark 12:38-44) God calls us to be good stewards. We often think
this is about finances, but being a good steward also include things such as
time, talent and possessions. We will look for ways we can be better stewards
for God on this Stewardship Sunday.
Sunday, January 21 :: Soil of the Heart
(Matthew 13:1-9/Psalm 51:1-12) What is the condition of your heart? Just
like different kinds of soil a seed is planted in will encourage or inhibit its
growth; so we desire to have good soil. We will learn about the things
that hinder our spiritual growth and look to way we can plant the seeds
of spiritual growth in our lives.
Sunday, January 28 :: Principles to Grow By
In our lives we have many opportunities to grow spiritually. To take
advantage of these opportunities we need some biblical principles to grow by.
We will look at a few principles that will challenge and encourage us to grow
spiritually.
Sunday, February 4 :: Light a Candle (Luke 2:29-32/Luke 2:25-35)
When Jesus was presented in the temple by his parents, Simeon was waiting for them. Simeon
knew that Jesus was going to be a light to the Gentiles. We often light the Christ Candle to remind us of
Jesus’ presence with us. On this ‘Candlemas Day’, our focus will be on how Jesus is like a candle that still
lights our world today.
Sunday, February 11 :: Bless You! (Col. 3:16-17/Numbers 6:22-27)
How often do you say, “bless you” when someone sneezes? What does it mean to bless someone? We will
discover that we are blessed to become a blessing for others. We will also take a look at Charlton’s
blessing which we close with each week.
The Spring newsletter will cover sermons starting with Ash Wednesday, February 14.
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Do you remember the old commercials from the 1970’s and
1980’s that often showed women in the midst of their hectic
lives yelling out the tagline “Calgon, take me away!”? Have you
ever wanted to be able to call out for someone to take you
away from the midst of your hectic life?
Technology has certainly added to the chaotic world we now
live in. We are ‘more connected’ than we have ever been
before. But sadly, our ‘connection’ is not necessarily with one
another. We now have information at our fingertips, but much of that information is nothing more than
trivia and a lot of ‘fake news’, a new term for our times. The vast majority of people carry a phone with
them at all times … even into the bathroom. Instead of talking with one another over dinner, families
often find themselves focused on the social media and games on their phones. And since cell phones
aren’t enough, most people also have tablets where they can watch tv and movies on the go.
So in this midst of this chaotic and frenzied world, where do you find your moment of peace? Jesus, the
Messiah, the Prince of Peace, told his disciples “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.” (John
14:27) This isn’t a promise of peace for some day in the future. It is a gift given that has been given to
us. Perhaps many of us haven’t even unwrapped that gift to use in our life.
When Elijah tried to find God on the mountaintop, he found that God wasn’t in the wind, the
earthquake or the fire. God was not to be found in these majestic and powerful forces of natures. Elijah
found God in the stillness.
If we want to find God today, chances are that we will not find him in the chaos of our lives. The book
of Psalms (46:10) tells us, “Be still and know that I am God”.
How often do you find yourself taking the time to be still? Taking the time to find God in the silence?
Like most of us, perhaps not very often. Many people find silence to be uncomfortable. Others find it
difficult to be still. We have become conditioned to constantly be ‘on the go’. Multi-tasking has
become a part of our lifestyle.
During this Advent season, we are going to try to be more intentional about including times of silence
into our worship services. Because this is new for most of us, we’ll try not to make it uncomfortable for
you. Instead of having times of silent prayer, we’re simply going to try to avoid the rush of moving from
one thing to another. For example, there might be 10 seconds of silence after an anthem is sung, to
allow you to process what God may be saying to you through the music. We might allow a pregnant
pause after the reading of the Scripture before the pastor begins his sermon. Maybe we won’t jump up
for the Doxology as soon as the offertory music has completed.
During this season of Advent … a season known to be a time of expectant waiting … let us pray that we
will find God in the stillness of our worship.
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Winter Small Groups
BIBLE STUDY with PASTOR LES

LATTE & LAUGHTER

Week of January 21 and 28

Everyone is invited to join us for Latte and
Laughter on Wednesdays, January 17 and
February 21 at 10:00 am in the parlor.
Come enjoy light refreshments and a time
of fellowship with an educational but funfilled adventure by author and speaker Liz
Curtis Higgs.

Pastor Les invites you to join him for a 2
week study on the book of Hebrews, which
touts the superiority of Jesus. He is better
than anything a mere religion has to offer.
With many connections to the Old
Testament, this book encourages us to see
Jesus as the ultimate High Priest, and
challenges us to worship him as such. Our
study will help us to see Jesus in news ways
and seek to encourage us to worship him
in greater ways.

BOOK CLUB LUNCH
Wednesdays, January 24 thru February 7
Pat Enders and Chuck Kaufmann invite you
to join them for a 3 week book club lunch
at a local restaurant as we discuss the book
“Too Soon Old, Too Late Smart: Thirty True
Things You Need To Know Now. In this
book, psychiatrist Dr. Gordon Livingston
shares things he’s learned during his
lifetime. A veteran of the Vietnam war, Dr.
Livingston lost two sons in a thirteen
month period, one to suicide and one to
leukemia. His essays strive to give hope to
people of all ages. There is no need to
read the book in advance of the
gatherings.

For your convenience, the study will be
held at 3 different times: Sundays at 9:40
am, and Tuesdays at 10:00 am and 6:30
pm.

HOT TOPIX DINNER DISCUSSION
Chuck Kaufmann and other Charlton family
members invite you to join them for a
monthly dinner at a local restaurant where
we discuss what’s being highlighted in the
news and share our perspectives with one
another. We meet on the second Thursday
of the month at 6PM. Because our group
has been growing, we’re going to expand
to a second night so that we can
accommodate new people. So, beginning
in January, we will hold our Hot Topix
gathering on the second Thursday and the
following Tuesday of each month at 6PM.
The location is announced to those who
sign up on their Sunday morning
Connection Card.

NEW YEAR’S EVE COVERED DISH
An informal covered dish dinner will be
held on New Year’s Eve, Sunday, December
31, at 5PM. We will be done by 7PM for
those who have other plans that evening.
Those without plans are welcome to join us
in the parlor for a time of games.
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Someone recently told me that they felt
that God had given them a message for
me. It seemed to me that they just
wanted to give me advice. What are
your thoughts on this?

Ask the

PASTOR

To be honest, I always cringe when someone
says something similar to me. It always makes
me wonder why God couldn’t have skipped the
‘middle person’ and just told me. If someone claims that God has a message to you; do listen. God
can speak through other people in many different ways, including directing them to say specific
things to you. Yet, be discerning. It could be just their opinion, or maybe they are not feeling heard
and use God’s name to get you to listen. I would say that the closer someone is to you and the
better you know them; it adds weight to what they share.

Why do we hang Christmas wreaths on doors?
The Christmas wreath has meant different things to people over the years, but for Christians, a
Christmas wreath symbolizes Christ. The circular wreath represents the thorns twisted in a circle and
worn by Christ on the cross, and the tiny red berries represent Christ's blood. The round shape of the
evergreen, with no beginning or end, also represents eternal life. When Christians hang a wreath on
their door or in their window, it's an invitation for Christ to come into their home and reminds us of
Jesus when we enter our homes.
If you have a question for Pastor Les, please email it to newsletter@charltonchurch.org or turn
it into the church office.

Once again, the Finance Committee would like to thank
each of you for your continued support of our church’s
mission and ministry. Through your generosity, we are able
to pay our bills, fulfill our shares of ministry commitment
with the conference, and support our many ministries
within the community and around the world.
We are especially pleased to announce that so far this year, we have been able
to pay a total of $ 115,601.80 on our mortgage loan (principal and interest),
reducing the principal balance to $ 257,700. Thanks be to God!
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A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped in any way with the Operation
Christmas Child project. Whether you simply donated money towards shipping
costs, filled a shoebox, or donated items to fill shoeboxes, your generosity is
greatly appreciated. Charlton Church is a very caring Christian community and
thanks to that caring we were able to deliver 115 shoeboxes to the Operation
Christmas Child collection center. This project is important because of how
difficult it is to share the love of God with children who have very little. But
receiving this shoebox filled with all types of wonderful surprises opens the door
to be able to tell the child that there is someone out there in this big world that
cares about them just like God does.
As shoe box gifts are distributed, local pastors or church leaders present the Gospel in a fun way designed for
kids, while family and friends listen in. Along with their shoe box gift, children also receive The Greatest Gift, a
colorful presentation of the Gospel, in their own language. They also will have the opportunity to attend Sunday
School-type classes to learn more about Jesus and commit their life to him. What an amazing gift this
opportunity is to that child.
Please continue to pray for each child that receives one of these shoeboxes full of love from Charlton Church.
Thank you, Cathy Malone

"You can give without loving. But you cannot love without giving."
Amy Carmichael, missionary to India

The following items are currently being collected
to be shared with those in need in downtown
Harrisburg. They may be dropped off at the
Collection Center in the church lobby.
Warm Socks for all ages
Coats, especially men’s
Blankets in good condition
Hats, scarves, gloves/mittens
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It’s Easter Egg Time!! That’s right, mark your calendars because
it’s time to start planning our Easter egg making for 2018. We
are hoping for another record breaking year of sales and we
need your help. We will begin on Monday, January 8 and
continue each Monday through March 19. The last day to order
eggs is March 12.
If you have not helped before, here is a little overview of our
Monday work days. People come in anytime from about 8:00 to lunchtime - come when you can - we
stop for lunch at about noon and continue most days till about 2:00. If you have any questions, please
talk to Laurie Smith, Barb Goss or Sandy Bovard. We also will plan for at least 2 Saturday drive-thru
egg sales this year on March 17 and 24. We are looking forward to another great year. Come and join
the fun and fellowship!
Another project we support here at Charlton is the Homeland Hospice Casserole Program. Charlton
Church provides casseroles to Homeland Hospice twice a year, during the months of January and
July. These meals are prepared by members and placed in our freezer. Homeland then delivers them
to families in Hospice care to help ease the burden during this difficult time. If you are interested in
helping prepare meals, please contact Laurie Smith @ 541-8415.

“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone,
and especially to those who are of the household of faith”
Galatians 6:10

There are times in life when we simply are overwhelmed, and
something as simple as an unexpected meal can make all the
difference. The apostle Paul makes it very clear in his epistles that
the ‘household of faith’ need to care for one another.
Our Meal Ministry at Charlton Church is as simple as it sounds …
providing a meal to someone in need. Whether it’s the birth of a child, home from the hospital,
serious illness, death of a family members, loss of a job, or some other emergency situation … the
Charlton family would like to help ease your burden by providing a meal or two.
If you are in one of these situations, or know someone in need, please give us the opportunity to
serve and love you during this time. Simply call the church office or Marjorie Martin (717-545-8564)
and make us aware of the need.
If you would like to be part of what God is doing in caring for the physical needs of those in his
church, particularly as it relates to preparing food/meals for those in need, please contact the church
office.
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God’s Hands @ Work
THANK YOU to everyone who donated yarn, hats, mittens, gloves for the outreach of God's
Hand's @ Work. Below is a list of the items made and distributed during 2017. We are starting
on the items for the 2018 season. If you would like to join us, please come to the church on the
first and fourth Tuesdays of the month. We meet in the parlor at 1pm.
542 Scarves, hats, mittens

Distributed to Giving Grace, Helping Hands, Bethesda Mission,
Neighborhood Center, Susquehanna Middle School, Foose
Elementary School, South Side Elementary School, Tri-County
School, Frey Village, Chemo Hats

163 Dish Cloths

Distributed to Giving Grace, Summer of Service Welcome Packs

74 Baby Blankets/Sweaters

Distributed to Morningstar Pregnancy Services

4 Prayer Shawls

For distribution at Charlton Church

12 Afghans

Distributed to Charlton High School Seniors and Volunteers of
America

56 Pairs of Socks

Distributed to Bethesda Mission

6 Pairs of Hand Warmers

Distributed to Bethesda Mission

THAT’S 857 ITEMS GIVEN TO THOSE IN NEED ... PRAISE GOD!

Season’s Greetings
Be sure to remember the following persons when you are sending out your Christmas cards.
Carrie Cale
408 Clinton Road
Harrisburg, PA 17109

Elma Harder
123 Pocahontas Lane
Elysburg, PA 18924

Kathryn Martin
624 Wilhelm Rd #67
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Janet Cunningham
3525 Candy St. Apt. 105
Harrisburg, PA 17109

Catherine King
Frey Village Rm 133W
1020 North Union Street
Middletown, PA 17057

Sheron Plempel
11 State Dr
Harrisburg, PA 17112

Fay Dunkle
1901 North 5th Street #112
Harrisburg, PA 17102

Dorothy Livingston
c/o Larry Livingston
21 Briardale Rd
Dauphin, PA 17018
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Jeanne Whitley
1901 North 5th Street #2N8
Harrisburg, PA 17102
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Join us for
DONUTS and DISCUSSION
Sunday, January 14 @ 9:40 am
To be discussed …
2017 Financial Update
Debt Reduction Update
2018 Budget

Friday, January 12 @ 6pm

Worship Schedule

Join us at Charlton for a night of movies. Children
will have a choice of 3 films to choose from. The
adults will watch “The Shack”. Be sure to stop by
the concession stand on the way to your movie!

Get your pots simmering for the

MEET’N’EAT
SOUP
COOK-OFF

Everyone is invited to join us for our monthly lunch
fellowship at a local restaurant on the fourth
Thursday of each month. There are no programs or
discussions involved. It is simply a time to share
fellowship with other church friends. If you would
like to attend, but need a ride, please call the
church office.

Saturday, January 27 @ 5 pm

Thursday, December 7 (special date)
Red Lobster
4300 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg

PLAY BALL!
Pastor Les invites you to
join him for some
exercise and fellowship.

Thursday, January 25
Hoss’ Restaurant (Fundraiser!)
9009 Bridge Road, Hummelstown

VOLLEYBALL
Sunday, January 21
Sunday, February 25
3:30 PM

We will not have a gathering
in the month of February.
Join us at one of our Lenten meals.
- 14 -

BASKETBALL
Sunday, February 11
3:30 PM

Our school year is off to a great start! We had 10 children
from the preschool ride on the float in the Lower Paxton
250th Anniversary Parade. The children had so much fun and
the families enjoyed getting to meet members of Charlton
Church.
Both preschool classes decorated bags for Harvest Home
Sunday food collection. Many preschool families also participated by bringing in food to donate. It was
a blessing to see the children smiling and excited to bring in items they know will help others have a
great Thanksgiving. We really do have a great group of families that are all so generous.
Throughout the month of December, our classrooms will
focus on families and the Christmas story. The children will
make cards for our home-bound members. The children
have started practicing their music for the Christmas
Concert and are so excited to put on a show. We hope
that you will join us for that concert on Friday, December
22. It will be held at 11AM in the sanctuary.
In January, PA Farm Show week will provide a great
opportunity for us to teach the children about farm animals
and winter. Mrs. Wagner's class will also complete a unit on
healthy bodies, including a field trip to Karns to identify
and buy healthy foods.
Our February studies will begin with Valentine's Day and then wind
up with a unit on community helpers. Mrs. Wagner's class will be
taking a field trip to the Post Office to see some community
helpers in action.
Thank you to everyone who bought subs in September. Thanks to
your generosity, the preschool made over $500!
Registration for the 2018-2019 school year opens to the public on
February 1st. Please be sure to share this information with any families that have preschool aged
children.
Don’t forget that the church sells gift cards for Giant Foods,
Karns Foods and Weis Markets to help support the Charlton
Preschool. You may purchase gift cards on Sunday mornings at
the Welcome Desk, in the church office, or by contacting Laurie
Smith, who is coordinating this program. Checks should be
payable to Charlton Church.
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Honoring Our
United Methodist
Vow

A Promise
to Pray

by Julie Dwyer

As part of The United Methodist Church’s Baptismal Covenant, new members promise to faithfully participate in a
local congregation through their prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. But, how can they go beyond the
words they profess to actually living into these vows? In a special five-part series, we’ll look at each aspect of this
membership vow, beginning with prayer, and how United Methodists can answer the call to serve Christ through
the local church.
Mary Meyer carried index cards with her wherever she went. On each was a list of names of people she needed
to pray for or other concerns. She would jot down new names and prayer requests as they came to her, and then
she’d tuck the cards into her Bible, her purse or even the cushions of her favorite chair. If she had a free minute,
she was praying.
“I think it’s honest to say she was never bored because of her prayer life,” said her grandson, Gilbert C. Hanke,
top executive of the Commission on United Methodist Men.
Hanke said after his grandmother’s death, his parents helped clear out the family’s home and found more than a
hundred of her prayer cards scattered around in books, drawers and other places.
“It was like seeds that she planted,” Hanke said. “I don’t have much from Grandma, but I do have this memory.
Every time I see an index card, that’s what I think of.”
Hanke’s grandfather was a United Methodist pastor and he said both of his grandparents took seriously their
membership vows, including the promise to faithfully participate in the church’s ministries through their prayers,
presence, gifts, service and witness. But it was their passion for prayer that stood out for him.
“Grandpa was the best prayer I’ve ever experienced. He prayed all the time. He prayed out loud. … Whether it
was a concern about something happening in the world or a personal concern on his health, there was nothing
too small or too great for him to pray about,” Hanke said.
Building a solid prayer life can be a struggle for some. While new members vow to uphold their congregation
through their prayers, many don’t know what that means.
“We ask people, ‘Will you uphold this church by your prayers,
presence, gifts, service and witness?’ That’s great as far as it goes, but
the average person has no real clue what they’ve said yes to,” said
the Rev. Dan R. Dick, assistant to Bishop Hee-Soo Jung of the
Wisconsin Conference. “Are we talking about praying daily, weekly,
monthly, 10 minutes a day, 30 minutes a day? I don’t know that
there’s a right answer.”

Gilbert C. Hanke, top executive of United Methodist
Men, uses computer technology to connect to a weekly
covenant discipleship group. Photo by Kathleen
Barry, UM Communications.

Dick said it’s important for faith communities to help members
understand what is expected of them, not only when they join the
church but also as they renew their vows. “If we want to hold people
accountable to growing in their discipleship, there has to be a
standard,” he said.
In the late 1990s and early 2000s, Dick analyzed more than 700
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United Methodist congregations in his role with the General Board of Discipleship (now Discipleship Ministries).
He studied healthy churches that were making an impact in their community, not only growing membership rolls
but also helping people grow in their discipleship. The results of the study are published in his book “Vital Signs.”
“When there were clearly defined expectations, it was easier to measure — to say, how well are people fulfilling
the vows, fulfilling the promises they made?” he said. “In the church, we pay lip service to how important prayer
is, but I really saw that where churches have prayer as a common practice and a regular expectation, people were
more engaged.
“It turned things from a negative energy to a positive energy, that these thing
weren’t added-on burdens, requirements and obligations, these were
wonderfully valuable ways to build relationships, both with God and with other
people in the congregation.”
The power of prayer is evident at St. Mark United Methodist Church in Harare,
Zimbabwe. The church hosts early morning prayer services that draw as many as
500 people.
Known as rumuko in the local chiShona language, the prayer gatherings are held
from 4 to 6 a.m. each day and are focused on individual prayers. Eggester
Jokomo, 82, a pioneer of the St. Mark prayer program, said some people travel
more than 20 miles from nearby towns to attend on Saturdays.
“We mainly pray for ourselves, our church and our nation,” Jokomo said. “Early
morning prayers are more powerful than those done at any other time of the
day. It takes a lot of willpower to rise and leave the comfort of your bed at such
an hour,” she said.
For those whose churches don’t offer prayer services or small prayer groups,
Dick suggests finding a prayer partner for accountability and making a list of
things to pray about regularly.

Eggester Jokomo, 82, is a pioneer of
the early morning prayer program at
St. Mark United Methodist Church in
Harare, Zimbabwe. Photo by Eveline
Chikwanah, UMNS.

While index cards weren’t the right fit for Hanke (he prefers Post-it Notes), he has tried to incorporate what he
learned from his grandparents into his own prayer life.
“When something comes up, I’ll write it down and stick it in a place where I know where it is. When I’m trying to
work through something or I need a break … there’s that reminder of here’s a list of folks you need to be praying
for.”
Dick said there’s no wrong way to pray and it’s OK to seek guidance. “The assumption is we’re lifelong Christians,
we’ve grown up in the church, we know how to pray. And yet many laity said I don’t know whether I’m doing it
right,” Dick said.
Hanke agrees, and said he often struggles with his own prayer life.

“I’ve prayed some prayers that were pretty angry and pretty self-centered and then came back and went, ‘Sorry
about that.’ … It’s something that is a work in progress for me. It’s probably a work in progress for everybody.”
Dick urges church leaders to get back to the basics and help members be successful in upholding their
membership vows through spiritual disciplines.
“We live in a culture right now where trust is pretty low, where one person’s word or promise is not always
valued too highly,” he said. “Calling people to a level of integrity, to say nobody is telling you what you ought to
do, but when you say you are going to do something, it’s important that you do that. I love that message.”
Julie Dwyer is a writer and editor for United Methodist Communications. Reach her at jdwyer@umcom.org. Eveline Chikwanah,
a communicator of the Zimbabwe East Annual Conference, contributed to this report.
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Living as a Person of Peace in a Broken World
A UMC.org feature by Joe Iovino
We live in a world of heightened division. Terror attacks across the globe highlight
the polarization, but we sense the brokenness in our everyday lives also. United
Methodists around the world know the pain of conflict within our nations, churches,
families, friend groups, and sometimes within ourselves.
The Bible teaches that God created us to live in community and that Jesus came to
reconcile us to God and one another. Right now, however, we don't appear to be
doing a very good job of coming together.
To help us process the division and become better agents of peace and community, we asked a United Methodist
pastor, the Rev. W. Craig Gilliam, for techniques and tips about how to begin a process of healing and find peace.
Gilliam is an expert on conflict transformation in the church. He serves as Coordinator of Congregational Services
for JustPeace, Director for the Center for Pastoral Excellence for the Louisiana Annual Conference, and is the author
of Where Wild Things Grow, a book of poetry that “invites us to grapple with the relationships between and among
people and things.”

Reconnecting
The divisions we sense around us and experience in our personal lives make us uneasy, or what some counselors
call anxious.
“We are living in an extremely anxious culture,” Gilliam reports, where we tend to rely on emotional reactions rather
than reasoned responses. You probably see this in your social media feed and in heated exchanges between those
who disagree. In our anxiety, Gilliam reports, “We do each other harm in ways we didn't even know we had the
capacity to do, or in ways we're not even aware we're doing it.”
One unhealthy way we cope with our anxiety is to retreat to safe places by finding people with whom we agree and
limiting our connection to others. We unfriend people on Facebook, limit our phone calls with that one uncle, and
avoid certain people at church.
Living in these “safe spaces,” however, allows us to fool ourselves.
“When I cut off from another,” Gilliam notes, “I begin to create narratives about them.” Those stories often include
what we believe about ourselves and God.
The false narrative we create usually goes something like this: They are bad. We are good. God is on our side and
not on theirs. This, of course, is not true. The Bible tells us that all of us are created in God’s image, are loved by God,
and have God’s grace available to us.
To work past a conflict, we need to find ways to reconnect. Rather than retreating to a safe space surrounded by
those with whom we agree, we must move toward the disagreement. We must be willing to listen to those we are
tempted to label as ‘other.’”
“If I'm interacting with that other, if I'm sitting down looking at them eye-to-eye, if I'm listening to their stories,”
Gilliam says, “that very interaction helps make space for the alternative narratives and for the correction in the
narrative I'm telling myself about the ‘other.’”
Our diverse United Methodist churches provide wonderful opportunities for connection. Worship, Sunday School,
choir, committee meetings, and the sacrament of Holy Communion bring us into contact with those we might find
difficult, reinforcing the true narrative that we are all children of God.
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Serve somebody
Participating in selfless acts of service is another great way to reconnect with others. Volunteering with your
church or a local non-profit, “takes you out of yourself. It really puts you in a context of giving to others with no
reward, just to do it because it's the kind, Christian thing to do,” Gilliam reports. “I think that's very healing.”
Service opportunities and social activism can also be means of meeting those of another culture, faith, or
nationality.

Limit television and news input
Limiting your exposure to the media is another way of resisting false narratives and anxiety. Those outlets can be
“like a hose that is pumping anxiety into our homes,” Gilliam says.
Audit your news consumption. While we want to remain informed, consider limiting news alerts on your
smartphone, and the time spent watching your favorite news channel. If your social media feeds are a source of
anxiety, limit time spent with those also.

Remember, God is in control
In a divided culture, we may be tempted to put our hope on winning an argument, position, or election. While
governments and other organizations hold a great deal of power in our lives, God is ultimately in control. Going to
church, reading the Bible, and spending time in other activities that re-center us are helpful.
Go for a hike. Attend a concert. Get lost in a good book. “Find those rhythms that bring you back to your better
self,” Gilliam advises.

Hit the gym
When stress and anxiety are high, many of us turn to junk food. Others stop exercising. Return to eating well. Join
an exercise class. “Go to the doctor to get help starting a new lifestyle,” Gilliam suggests. God created us as
complete beings. Body, mind, and spirit are all connected.

Spend time with friends
Gilliam suggests, “Be with those friends that when you're around them you're just a better person.” Spend good,
quality time with people you love.

Listen for the invitation
If you continue to struggle, consider asking yourself, “What is the
invitation here? How is God calling me to grow?”
Spend some time discerning what God may be trying to show you
through this season, what you might do differently in the future, and
ways you might get involved to make a difference.

Take your time
“Reconciliation is a journey. It is not a one-time act,” Gilliam cautions.
Our pace will differ from others. We cannot force it.
Reconciling after conflict can be difficult, but well
worth the work. Reconciliation by Vasconcellos,
photo by Martinvl, courtesy Wikimedia Commons.

“There’s nothing worse than rushing something that’s not ripe yet,” he
continues, “and not heeding when the time is right.”

Sometimes, we may need to accept that a relationship will never be
reconciled. One of the more difficult tasks is to “honor their choice not to forgive,” Gilliam says, “and not allow it to
embitter us.”

Stay in love with God
Finally, Gilliam reminds us of Bishop Rueben Job’s summary of John Wesley's General Rules: “Do no harm, do good,
stay in love with God.” When we do that, we can overcome the conflict and grow from the experience.
Editor's note: This story was originally published on November 9, 2016. The content has been edited. Joe Iovino works for UMC.org at United
Methodist Communications.
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STAFF RESTAURANT REVIEW
Lunch time in the office is always spent talking about church business and programming. So, from time to
time, they enjoy going out to a local restaurant for a change of atmosphere. Pastor Les thought it would
be a good idea for the staff to review our lunch spots and share them with you. If you have any restaurant
suggestions, be sure to tell Pastor Les.

GRILL 22

6197 Allentown Boulevard, Harrisburg, PA 17112
Grill 22 used to be Ted’s Bar and Grill, just down the street from the church.
They have updated the décor and added their own special touch. It’s clean
and comfortable.

Pastor Les had a Southern Reuben. He found it interesting to be eating meat while sitting under pics of
cows and other farm animals. He thought the Towsey family would enjoy eating there.
Marianne had the French Dip, which she enjoyed. She commented that the food was fresh and service
was pleasant. She and Jim have been there a few times now.
Chuck had fish and chips, which he enjoyed. They all shared an order of pierogis, which Chuck also
enjoyed even though they weren’t like his mother’s and grandmother’s.
Our review, based on a 5 point system: Service: 3.6
Décor: 3.6
Food: 4
The staff recommends Grill 22 for a casual night out for some good food.

Cost: 4

Charlton Church at Lower Paxton Celebration
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Congratulations to Emily and
Sam Isaacman on the birth of
their son, Simon Clarence, who
was born on August 26, 2017.
Sue Town is the exuberant
grandmother.

To my Charlton family,
I want to thank you for sponsoring me in the Walk for Life. Your support helped me
raise $445 toward this life saving ministry.
Blessings, Debbie Livingston
Thank you so much for your prayers, cards and calls during the past several months.
Thanks also to Pastor Les for his hospital visit.
Bonnie Ditty

Dear Friends at Charlton Church,
Thanksgiving gives us another wonderful opportunity to
thank all of you at Charlton Church for your continued
partnership with our Patient Casserole Program. We so
very much value the kindness and generosity of your
members in making ‘yummy’ casseroles for our patients
and families. As I’ve shared previously, I wish you could
hear the gratitude and see the smiles when families receive
your gifts – they surely share their thanks with our staff to
share with each of you.
Once again, our heartfelt gratitude to Charlton Church and
its most talented chefs! Know that you are making a
difference and bringing comfort as well as nourishment to
many. Wishes to you for a happy Thanksgiving and a joyfilled Christmas season.
Leanne Porterfield, CVA
Coordinator of Volunteers
Homeland Hospice

Pastor Les and the Charlton family,
My wife and I are very humbled by the prayers and support
that we have received from the caring folks of Charlton
Church. Our gratitude is truly beyond words. We can't
thank you enough.
It has been about 60 days since her transplant and her cell
count was up to about 22% a week ago. The doctor is
pleased with her progress. We still visit the hospital daily,
but will get some time off for the Thanksgiving holiday and
the possibility of every other day visits in the future.
Thanks again,
Tim, Jody and Shane Russell

Dear Friends of Mission Central,
I am so grateful for your donation of $1,000 made on
10/23/17. Your support is deeply appreciated.
The recovery process from Hurricane Harvey will be a long
and difficult one. Please stay in touch with us so that you
can see what is needed during different phases of the relief
efforts.
Thank you for contributing toward the work of Mission
Central. Your gift will be used to further God's call to be the
hands and feet of Christ.
In service to The Risen Christ,
Rob Visscher, Executive Director

Dear Charlton United Methodist Church,
On behalf of the students and staff of the Susquehanna
Township School District, I would like to thank you for your
generosity and support with the donation of the many
scarves, hats and gloves knitted by your members.
Sincerely,
Ken Edwards, Principal
Dear Friends,
Thank you for another generous donation of handmade
blankets and sweaters. You continue to fill our shelves with
lovely items to share with our mothers and their babies.
They are very appreciative of your time, talent and love.
Thank you!
Morning Star staff and volunteers

Thank you for your participation in the Baby Bottle Blessing.
We are excited to report that Charlton Church raised a total
of $770. We are so grateful for your support and for Debbie
Livingston in making this event a success.
Serving Christ for Life,
Diane Myers
Director Donor Relations
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CHARLTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 2018 LEADERSHIP
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
Chairperson ……………………………... Caroline Allen (2017)
Vice Chair ………………………………….………. Martha Brown
Secretary ………………………………….……... Marilyn Weaver
Ministry Council Chair ……………..... Marcy Miller (2018)
Finance Chair …………………………….……………. Greg Smith
Trustee Chair* …………………………….……………………... TBD
Staff Parish Chair …………………………... Kay Lengle (2018)

Lay Leader ………………………………....… Debbie Livingston
Lay Delegate …………………………….……...…….. Bette Baker
Lay Alternate ……………………………………………..…. Al Goss
Membership/Communication ……………. Marianne Eagle
At Large Member ……………….…….…. Don Mease (2018)
At Large Member ……………...…… Cheryl Rhodes (2019)
At Large Member ……………...…... Tom Schreiber (2020)

* Elected by said committee/organization and not by charge conference

MINISTRY COUNCIL
Chairperson …………………..…………… Marcy Miller (2018)
Pastor …………………………...…………………………. Les Towsey
Director of Worship Arts ……………….…. Chuck Kaufmann
Women’s Ministry* ………………………... Debbie Livingston
Communications …………………………….….. Marianne Eagle
Preschool ………………………………………………. Trish Wagner
Class of 2018
Bette Baker
Sarah Tingley

Altar Guild ………………………………………... Marjorie Martin
Children’s Ministry …….……………………..…… Carla Towsey
Youth Ministry …………..…………………….……… Les Towsey
Young Adult Ministry ………………………..……… Les Towsey
Kitchen/Fellowship …………………………………. Laurie Smith

Class of 2019
Darlene Furlong
Aileene Keath

Class of 2020
Sommer Garber
Joan Bolton

* Elected by said committee/organization and not by charge conference

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS
Kay Lengle – Chairperson
Bette Baker – Lay Member to Annual Conference
Class of 2018
Kay Lengle
Laurie Joyce
Martha Brown

Pastor Les Towsey – Administrative Officer
Debbie Livingston – Lay Leader

Class of 2019
George Zimmerman
Richard Malmsheimer
Ray Hicks

Class of 2020
Meg Mader
Michelle Joseph
Don Hacker

TRUSTEES
(Trustees chair - Set in January by Trustees)
Class of 2018
Bob Baker
Mark Malone
George McMillen

Pastor Les Towsey – Administrative Officer
Class of 2019
Mark Holmgren
Brad Prinz
Kathy Hoover

Class 2020
Bob Garrettson
Bob Rhodes
Pat Reiley

FINANCE
Greg Smith – Chairperson
Pastor Les Towsey – Administrative Officer
Steve Lehnert – Audit Chair
Caroline Allen – Financial Spokesperson
Alice Enterline – Financial Secretary
Debbie Livingston – Lay Leader
Trustee Representative (TBD)
Marianne Eagle – Assistant Finance Secretary
Class of 2018
John Joyce
Brandy Prinz

Class of 2019
Joanna Killinger
Heidi Stanalonis

Class of 2020
Lowman Henry
Alice Enterline

LAY EMPOWERMENT
Pastor Les Towsey – Chairperson
Class of 2018
Joanna Killinger
Nancy Wolf
Leoniece Swangren

Debbie Livingston – Lay Leader
Class of 2019
Cathy Schminky
Marjorie Martin
Gloria Chmiola
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Class of 2020
Denise Seiders
Carol Brown
Carol Schleig

SAVE THE DATE

for these upcoming
services and programs this spring!

FEBRUARY
WEDNESDAY 14

7:00 PM
Ash Wednesday Service

SATURDAY

17

8:00 AM
Prayer Breakfast

WEDNESDAY

21

12:00 PM
Lenten Lunch begins

6:00 PM
Lenten Dinner begins

MARCH
SATURDAY 17

10:00 AM
Drive-Thru Egg Sale

24

10:00 AM
Drive-Thru Egg Sale

SATURDAY

6:00 PM
Charlton Easter Program

SUNDAY

25

8:30 and 11:00 AM
Palm Sunday Services
6:00 PM
Charlton Easter Program

THURSDAY

29

7:00 PM
Maundy Thursday Service

FRIDAY

30

7:00 PM
Good Friday Service

SATURDAY

31

10:00 AM
Egg Hunt

APRIL
SUNDAY 1

6:00 AM
Easter Sunrise Service
8:30 and 11:00 AM
Easter Worship

MAY
SATURDAY 5

6:00 PM
Women’s Banquet
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CHARLTON CHURCH
A United Methodist Community

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ
for the Transformation of the World

5920 Jonestown Road
Harrisburg, PA 17112
www.CharltonChurch.org

Rev. Dr. Les Towsey

C

717.545.2000
office@charltonchurch.org
Office Hours are 9AM to 3PM
Monday-Thursday, Closed Fridays

Charles J. Kaufmann

Marianne Eagle

Pastor
pastorles@CharltonChurch.org

Director of Worship Arts
chuck@CharltonChurch.org

Office Administrator
office@CharltonChurch.org

Trish Wagner

Debra Hughes

Preschool Director
preschool@CharltonChurch.org

Nursery Attendant

Caroline Allen

Administrative Council chairperson
churchcouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Mark Malone

Trustee chairperson
trustees@CharltonChurch.org

Charity King

Temporary Custodian

Marcy Miller

Ministry Council chairperson
ministrycouncil@CharltonChurch.org

Greg Smith

Finance chairperson
finance@CharltonChurch.org

Kay Lengle

SPRC chairperson
sprc@CharltonChurch.org

Want to keep up-to-date on what’s happening at Charlton Church?
Be sure to ‘like’ our page at www.Facebook.com/charltonchurch

DECEMBER
SU

As Christmas rolls around again, we start our lists to determine what we
will give to those that we remember at Christmas. Often, we are frustrated
by trying to find something unique, interesting, or meaningful to give to a
person who ‘has everything.’ However, there are people in the world who
have very little. The K.I.D.s Club has been collecting our weekly offering to
benefit the American Foundation for Children with Aids (AFCA). AFCA
supports efficient and sustainable programs that promote self-reliance for
children infected and/or affected by AIDS, as well as their families and
caregivers. They work in regions that are underserved and marginalized,
providing care that is measurable, real and hope-filled. As a K.I.D.s Club,
we will be purchasing goats to provide to families in Zimbabwe, Kenya or
Uganda. By remembering others and generously sharing out of our
abundance, the true meaning of Christmas is found.

Advent
Children’s Worship
During the weeks of Advent, Children’s
Worship will be offered at the 8:30am
and 11am worship services. All
children ages 3 and up are welcome as
we explore how people around the world celebrate Christmas.
Additionally, children will be provided with an advent calendar to
help count down the days to Christmas!

3

Children’s Worship
K.I.D.s Club
Missionary Day
9:30—11 AM

SU

10

Children’s Worship
K.I.D.s Club
Christmas Party
9:30—11 AM

SU

17

Children’s Worship
K.I.D.s Club
9:30—11 AM

SU

24

Christmas Program
9:30 AM

SU

31

NO K.I.D.s Club

JANUARY
SU

7

Children’s Worship
K.I.D.s Club
9:30—11 AM

SU

14

K.I.D.s Club
9:30—11 AM

SU

21

K.I.D.s Club
Bowling Trip
9:30—11 AM

SU

28

K.I.D.s Club
9:30—11 AM

FEBRUARY

4

K.I.D.s Club
9:30—11 AM

SU

11

K.I.D.s Club
9:30—11 AM

SA

17

K.I.D.s Sleepover
6:00 PM

SU

Calendar will continue
in next newsletter

Do we have your attention? Good! VBS is just
around the corner. We are looking for volunteers to
be involved with the programming this year. We
are in the process of choosing the VBS theme.
Continue to watch for the announcement for this
year’s theme. Please contact the church office at
545-2000 to sign up to be a volunteer. Don’t miss
this rewarding opportunity!

On October 28, the K.I.D.s Club hosted the third annual Fall Festival in the gymnasium at Charlton United Methodist Church. Activities of
the morning included crafts, games, face painting, food, and prizes. Judy Bower, from Judy Bower Science, also shared a spectacular
magic/science show. We had wonderful support from the adults of the church who helped to staff the activity stations. Many kids and
their families were in attendance. We also saw many new faces and welcomed new friends into the activities of Charlton United
Methodist Church.

The annual K.I.D.s Sleep-Over Event will be here before we know it.
This year we will be having a Star Wars themed party. We will have
activities, games, food, and hopefully some sleep! The party will
begin at 6pm. Please have your child eat dinner before coming. For
those who do not wish to spend the night, pick-up time will be
9:30pm. If your child does not wish to spend the night, they may
join the party again in the morning at 8am
for breakfast. The party is for all children
in the K.I.D.s club. Feel free to invite
a friend. Please RSVP for the party
during K.I.D.s club or to
ctowsey@pa.net. This way we
will be sure to have enough cool
stuff for everyone. Last minute
RSVPs are accepted!

New Year’s Resolution #1:
Invest in the Lives of Others … Become a Volunteer
The Children’s Ministry at Charlton United Methodist Church is an
opportunity to bless others and invest in the future of God’s Kingdom. There
are various levels of commitment. You could serve as a room assistant, where
you just need to be present and help with every day needs, such as blowing
noses and walking kids to the bathroom. You could sign up to lead lessons,
crafts, or games. Kid’s night out is always in desperate need of helpers. The
Kids night out program has grown significantly and we host approximately 50
or more kids monthly to share Jesus with them. As the program grows, we
need volunteer support so that the programming can continue. VBS is just
around the corner. Please consider getting involved. Although you will be a
great blessing to the kids, you will also find yourself blessed. Make a
commitment to help to disciple our children and young people. Call 545-2000
to become involved.

Let’s Go Bowling!

The K.I.D.s Club will be going bowling at ABC
North Bowling Lanes located at 5303 Locust
Lane, Harrisburg, PA on January 21. The Kids
Club and Youth class members and parent
chaperones will leave Charlton Church
approximately at 9:40 AM and return to
Charlton Church approximately by 11:45 AM.
Please send $5 with your child to cover the cost
of shoes and lane rental.

COLOR THE PICTURE BELOW

CHRISTMAS

2017 WINTER CHARLTON CHURCH

YOUTH NEWS
A Christmas Challenge
I am admittedly the world’s worst Christmas present wrapper. I try so hard to get the right amount of wrapping paper when I wrap gifts. I
usually measure the size of the box, then re-measure it just to make sure I get it right. No matter how careful I am, I almost always end up
with an extreme amount of wrapping paper. I either have way more than I need, or less than what’s necessary and end up not covering
the box I’m trying to wrap. Despite my best efforts, my Christmas presents always end up looking very strangely wrapped.
Wrapping Christmas presents with the wrong amount of paper gets me thinking about the word capacity. As you can tell, I don’t have the
capacity to wrap Christmas presents well. But capacity is an important thing. Our view of our capacity determines how far we will go in
life and in accomplishing our dreams. The importance of capacity is seen in the Christmas story. Let’s take a look at Mary and see what we
can learn about capacity.
Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.” – Luke 1:34 (NLT)
In this story Mary questioned her capacity. She wondered how this could happen because she didn’t have the capacity to have a child.
She was a virgin. The amazing thing about Mary is that she didn’t let herself be limited by her capacity. If I had been Mary, I probably
would have listed out a bunch of excuses as to why I couldn’t carry a child. Maybe I would have said that I wasn’t ready to raise a child.
Perhaps I’d say that I wanted to go to college first, or spend more time with my friends binge watching Netflix. But Mary didn’t say any of
those things. She didn’t put any limits on the capacity that God saw in her. Instead Mary chose to see capacity the way God sees it.
Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” And then the angel left her. – Luke 1:38
If we’re honest, when God tells us to do something, we usually see limitation. We see all the reasons why we can’t do the thing God told
us to do. What we should be doing is seeing what God sees – our capacity in Him.
This is exactly what Mary did. She choose to take her eyes off what was convenient, what was easy and what made sense. Instead she
decided to see God’s capacity in her. Like Mary, our capacity to do more is released when we believe what God says about us.
Your challenge this Christmas is to expand your view of your capacity. What has God been speaking to your heart? Who is God telling you
to reach? What have you not done because you didn’t think you had the capacity to do it?
How you view your capacity determines your success. So choose to see yourself the way God sees you. Choose to push back against limitations that have held you back in the past. Determine to step forward into the things God has been speaking to your heart. Challenge
yourself to release your capacity to do more this Christmas.

Upcoming Dates of Interest for Charlton Youth
January 7 5:30 pm Recalculating Event
21 5:30 pm Youth Group

February 11 5:30 pm Youth Group
25 5;30 pm Youth Group

