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Bd 10.COMmuniqué
School’s Out for the Summer ... sort of...
Yes, it’s summertime and the
school year is over. So we can all
turn up the volume on our radios,
iPods, iPhones and other music
players and sing along (each in our
own key) with Alice Cooper’s
“School’s Out” – a true rock anthem. For officials, however,
school is never out. We are – or
should be – always working on our
game, using the summer and fall to
get better at our craft. There’s
plenty of basketball to go around
for that purpose. For some, though,
the offseason is an excellent opportunity to get away from the game, unwind and recharge the batteries for
next season. It’s also an opportunity to escape the rigors and pressures of
officiating and the screaming, yelling and complaining we’re all subject to
whenever we’re on the court. With that in mind, this edition of the newsletter contains a special section on “Abuse of Officials.” It’s a huge national headache which cuts across virtually all sports, and the questions
that usually come up are: How bad has it become, and what can we do
about it?” (continued on p. 2)

Also this issue...
• CT State Finals Roundup
• Update from the State
• Play for Ray, Pray for Ray
• News & Notes
• President’s Message
• Commissioner’s
Commentary
• The Doctor is In
• Special Feature Youth
Basketball the Way it
Should Be
• Knowledge Bank: Abuse
of Officials
• Ask the Interpreter
Click any headline
to go to the article

Save the Dates
We’re in the middle of the offseason so now is as good a time as
any to mark your calendars and reserve the following key dates
Board 10 Meetings

All meetings will be held at Lyman Hall High School and begin
with attendance taking at 8AM.
Sunday October 20 – Mandatory Rules Interpretation Meeting
(auditorium)
Sunday November 10 – general meeting (gymnasium)
Sunday December 8 – Rules Refresher Exam session (cafeteria)
Sunday January 5 – general meeting (gymnasium)
Sunday February 2 – Annual Meeting (auditorium)
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School’s Out for Summer ...sort of ... (cont. from p.1)
Well, our special feature addresses those questions. We picked the brains of some of our most distinguished colleagues and you’ll be fascinated by what they had to say. Hopefully you’ll gain some insights
you can use to handle the abuse that’s sure to come your
way in the future. Speaking of special features, we have a
very interesting piece on one of the most successful and
popular youth basketball programs in Connecticut – The
Cheshire Park-Rec league. Many of you officiate youth
leagues. Some of you help organize and run them. Either
way, you’ll appreciate how Cheshire does it and maybe
learn from their example to make your leagues better. Also
in this issue, we have another great health information article from Dr. Dan. This one about a disease – Diabetes -that’s become almost epidemic in that so many of us -- or
people we know -- are afflicted with it. Finally, we’re
happy and proud to report on the accomplishments of our
members and their families that took place since the last
issue of the newsletter was published. So, enjoy your summer. While your school-age kids who are off from school may be chanting “No more pencils, no more
books. No more teachers’ dirty looks,” you can counter with this new chant for basketball officials taking time off from the game: “No more parents, no more kooks. No more coaches’ dirty looks.”
Save the Dates... (cont. from p.1)
Cadet (new candidates) Clinic
September 16, 23, and 30
October 7,15, 21 and 28
EXAM: November 4
Mechanics instruction sessions to be determined.

Member-to-Member Mart
Carpet Sales & Expert Installation
T.R. Carpet Service Tom Raucci, owner
(203) 494-1115.
$50 off any room of carpet
for Bd 10 members
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The Whitney Players Theater Company Presents

Book by Dennis Kelly
Music and Lyrics by Tim Minchin
Directed by Cindy-Simell Devoe

AUGUST 7-10TH
at Hamden High School
2040 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden

Wednesday through Friday Performances 7:30 PM
Saturday 2:00 PM
~Reserved Seating Tickets~
$18.00 General Admission—Advance ticket price
$15.00 for Students & Seniors with I.D—Advance ticket price
$20 General Admission at the door
NEW: TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED ON LINE AT
www.thewhitneyplayers.org
For ticket information, please call: (203) 281-6007
Tickets can also be purchased in advance
at Thornton Wilder Hall, 2901 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden
Mondays from 6 to 7:30 PM, starting July 15th thru July 29th
Cash and Checks Only. No Refunds, No Exchanges.

The Whitney Players is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization supported by the Hamden Board of Education and co
sponsored by the Hamden Arts Commission
Roald Dahl’s Matilda is presented through special arrangement with MTI. All Authorized performance materials are also supplied
by Music Theater International, 421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019www.MTIShows.com
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Your game fees will see a slight increase for next season
Game Fees for 2019-20
Regular Season
• Varsity: $98.47 (up from $97.17)
• Sub-varsity: $63.89 (up from $63.05)
State tournament
• Playdown, qualifying and quarter final rounds: $110.55
• Semi finals: $117.86
• Finals: $136.73
• Alternate: $104.65

Each year, increases in game fees, if any, are determined per a contractual agreement between the CIAC
and member schools based on a formula involving the average increase, if any, of public school teachers’ compensation in Connecticut. Connecticut high school basketball officials continue to be compensated higher than any sport except ice hockey and our fees remain among the highest nationally. Let’s do
our part and bring our A-Game to every contest at every level and earn our money. And let’s also try and
be more generous in contributing to the fundraisers that Board 10 conducts each year including events
run in conjunction our football association colleagues.

Board 10 Officers and District Rep Election Results
Dr. Dan Davis “officially” took over as President of Board 10 at our annual banquet. He will serve a
two-year term along with our other newly elected officers: 1st Vice President, Lou Matteo; 2nd Vice
President, Don Perkins; Secretary/Treasurer Hank Luzzi, and Interpreter, Ray Vanacore. This slate
was approved by the members in attendance at the Board 10 Annual Meeting on February 3rd.
Also at the meeting, the following were voted in as District Representatives:
District (1) Don Perkins:
Ansonia, Beacon Falls, Derby, Middlebury, Milford, Oxford, Prospect, Seymour, Shelton,
Southbury, Woodbury
District (2) George Van Valkenburg
Bethany, Cheshire, Hamden, New Haven, Orange. West Haven, Woodbridge
District (3) Ric Raffone, Jr.
Branford, East Haven, Guilford, Madison, North Branford, Northford, Clinton
District (4) Frank Savakis
Meriden, North Haven, Wallingford
District (5) Kerry Ervin
Naugatuck, Waterbury, Wolcott
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CIAC State Tournament Finals Round-up

The 2018-19 season officially ended in March at the conclusion of the last state championship contest at
the Mohegan Sun Arena. It was a spirited weekend of highly competitive basketball. The results:
	

BOYS Finals:	

	

	

	

	

	

GIRLS Finals
DI: #1 East Catholic 79, #6 Windsor 64	

	

LL: #1 Norwalk 55, #2 New London 53
D2: #1 Waterford 63, #6 New Britain 56	

	

L: #4 Hillhouse 39, #19 Daniel Hand 34
D3: #1 Farmington 55, #9 Amistad 45	

	

M: #2 Cromwell 60, #13 Sheehan 51
D4: #4 New Canaan 55, #3 Granby Memorial 39	

 S: #7 Trinity Catholic 52, #1 Canton 45
D5: #1 Innovation 62, #3 Old Lyme 41	

	

Congratulations to our Board 10 colleagues who received championship game assignments.
Brad Chernovetz, Dave Scasino, and Mike Blake worked the Boys Division 2 Final, with Bhavin
Parekh as the Alternate. Al Carfora, Lauren Silva, and Don Acerra worked the Girls Class S Final,
with George VanValkenburg as the Alternate. Congratulations also to the teams, players, coaches, parents and fans.
Photos by Jonathan Bloom, courtesy of MaxPreps
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Update from the State
There’s a changing of the guard at the State level. Peter Palermino of Board
6 has served as CT State Interpreter since 2015 following Jeffrey Smith.
Peter informed us that he is stepping down from the position of State Interpreter and as Board 6 Interpreter and will become the Secretary/Treasurer of
Board 6. Board 7 Interpreter Charley Harbach will succeed Peter as State
Interpreter beginning this coming season, and Charlene Shepard will become the Board 6 Interpreter. Thanks to Peter for his outstanding service as
Interpreter at the State and local levels and best of luck to Charley and Charlene in their new positions.
EDITOR’S NOTE: As we went to press, we just learned that Joe Tonelli has retired from his position
as Director of the CIAC Officials Association and that Dan Scavone will assume his duties.
We will have a full feature on Joe’s career in the next issue of the newsletter.

Jason Kirck to coach the Sacred Heart Academy Girls
Two members of the Kirck family – The Two Steves -- are of course well
known for their long and successful officiating careers. However another
Kirck – Jason Kirck – has coached high school basketball for a long time.
Most most recently he was at Notre Dame of West Haven where he
coached the freshman team and before that, from 1997 to 2007, he was the
varsity boys coach at Staples High in Westport. As reported back in April
by Joe Morelli at the New Haven Register, this coming season Jason will
become the new head coach of the Sacred Heart Academy girls, succeeding
Bruce Rich. You can click here to read the full article. Jason has also been
active in youth basketball, serving the last four years as director for the
girls AAU teams in the Connecticut Basketball Academy and coaching a
number of youth teams at various ages and levels, including coaching his
oldest daughter, Emma. Coincidentally, Emma will be a freshman at Sacred Heart Academy this coming academic year. We don’t know if Emma
will try out for and make the varsity team, but if she does, she’ll get to play
for her dad. Should be interesting.

Member-to-Member Mart
Vacation Home Rental

In Dennisport • 7/10 mile from the beach •
2 bedrooms • pullout living room couch
New kitchen • new bathroom • screened in porch • washerdryer • cable • internet access • picnic table • gas grill • $900/
week. Reduced prices on weekdays. Special low rates for
fall. Call Rich Altieri 203 248-4398 or 203 809-4318. Find out
more on line at: www.capecodaltierihome.weebly.com
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Play for Ray, Pray for Ray
Our friend and colleague Ray Guarino is going through some very
tough times right now. After experiencing severe pain, he got checked
out and found he had three broken ribs. However, the worse news was
that he was also discovered to have cancerous lesions on his spine. Ray
is currently undergoing treatment and, as usually happens with this kind
of treatment, he’s dealing with some unpleasant side effects. As you may
know, in addition to being a Board 10
basketball official, Ray for many
years has been an assistant coach for
the Yale baseball team. Ray coaches
the infielders, outfielders and pitchers,
as well as first base. Given his many
duties, Ray is in effect (though not in
official job title) the associate head
coach, working with head coach John Stuper. Unfortunately this past
spring, Ray was in such discomfort that he couldn’t finish the season
and perform his duties at Yale. On the plus side, Ray continues to
coach Hamden’s 19U American
Legion baseball team, albeit with some physical difficulty. As of this
writing, Hamden is undefeated and many observers think they are a
state championship caliber team.
Last season, Ray’s team won
their District title. So did the
Hamden Junior Legion team –
the first time that double dose of
championships occurred for
Hamden in the same season.
In the meantime, Ray is carrying on and is grateful for all the
visits, phone calls, emails, texts
and other support he has received from his players, friends, and colleagues. Some of that
support has come in the form of a special “Play for Ray” T-shirt
that both the junior and senior Hamden Post 88 Legion teams wear
during pregame warm-ups. If you’d like to know more and see
how he’s doing, check out two feature stories about him. First, Ray
was profiled in a very moving column in the New Haven Register by Jeff Jacobs.
You can click here to read the article. Second, WTNH Channel 8 did a nice feature about Ray that aired
on June 15th. You can view that video by clicking here.
We all wish Ray the very best and we hope and pray that the treatment he is receiving will work and put
his cancer into remission. In the meantime, his illness is taking a financial toll as well as a physical toll.
You can do something about the financial toll by contributing to the GoFundMe page that has been set
up for him. Initially, in one day, 250 people raised more than $30,000. To date, the fund is approaching
$100,000. Every dollar helps. To contribute, go online and click on GoFundMe page.
!
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SUMMER BASKETBALL CAMP
SLAMMA-JAMMA FUN!
For Kids Grades K-3 and 4-9
Sessions include:
9am-noon or 9am–3pm
Check the website for the
latest updates on locations

For camp locations, dates and registration forms
go to www.slamma-jamma.com

Free Shirt and Free Ball for Every Camper.
For 36 years Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp has inspired young
athletes throughout the state of CT by teaching the fundamentals of the game,
with personalized instruction, teamwork, sportsmanship and FUN!

Art Leary
203-676-1314
CoachLeary@Slamma-Jamma.com
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A Note of Thanks from Rob Sember
I appreciate all of you who still ask, so I would just like to give everyone an update on
my son RJ. It’s been almost 2 years since his terrible accident. For the most part, he
is pretty much back to normal. He has, and probably always will have, some minor
communications issues. And at some point down the road, he may want to have some
reconstructive surgery.
In addition to working two part time jobs, RJ has been taking classes at Gateway CC
and expects to get his associates degree in Liberal Arts Sciences in 2019, and then
continue on at SCSU to pursue a degree in Physical Therapy. It is something he came
to appreciate after months of his own physical therapy.
Finally, I would like to thank everyone for the emotional, spiritual and financial support
that our family received during a very difficult and trying time. I will never take for
granted or forget what the family of officials did for my family. Again, thank you – Rob.

Bowling Fundraiser raised a lot of dollars -- again
Board 10’s annual Bowling Night fundraiser raised over $9,700 from ticket and raffle sales, individual
donations, corporate sponsorships and a union contribution. The money raised will be added to the New
Haven Football Charities and Sunshine Fund to help fellow officials in need. To date, the football charity organization has dispensed over $225,000 to help our colleagues and their families, as well as to help
athletes, coaches and others in the community who
have a significant need. The fundraiser was held at
the Bowlero Lanes in Milford on Saturday night,
May 4th. About 30 Board 10 officials attended,
along with family and friends for a good crowd of
80 – including ten patients of the event’s CoChairman, Dr. Dan Davis. Several individuals who
couldn’t attend sent in checks to add to the money
raised. Bowlero has proven to be an excellent venue
for us and this year was no exception, keeping a
constant flow of pizza and soft drinks going. Dr.
Dan wanted to be sure to thank a number of people
who played a large part in making the night a success, including: Jim Brennan, Kevin Moffett, Bill
Notaro, Joe Mrozowski and his wife who served
as greeters, Tom Raucci and his daughter who donated several items, Charlie Hague who donated a
gift certificate from his restaurant, Aunt Chilada’s, Anthony Gambardella who helped set up the place
for the night’s activities, Brad Chernovetz and his wife who also helped out the entire evening, Judy
Ruthko who donated $150, and Ralph Zingarella who couldn’t attend due to a schedule conflict but
who is also one of the organizers of the fundraiser. Apologies if we left anyone out. As impressive as the
fundraiser was, the fact remains that less than 10 percent of our members attended and only about 20
percent supported the event in one form or another. Let’s get a better level of participation next year and
for years to come. This is too important a cause for the bulk of our membership to bypass.

!
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IAABO State Golf Tournament
slated for September 16
This year, the annual IAABO State Golf Tournament will take place at the historic Wethersfield
Country Club on Monday, September 16th. Board
6 (Central Connecticut) is the host for this year’s
event. The schedule calls for check-in at 10 AM,
lunch at 11 AM, the shotgun start at 12:30 and
dinner to follow play. Entry fees are $160 for individual players and $640 for a foursome. Your
entry fee cover green’s fees, golf cart, a gift pack,
practice balls, lunch, and dinner, along with other
prizes and awards. 50% of the funds raised goes
to support a future national IAABO conference in
Connecticut. It was just a few years ago when
Connecticut played host to IAABO, so we’re looking forward to being the host again soon. 25% goes to
the host board and the rest is divided among the other boards according to their golfer and sponsor donations. Beyond the money, the tournament is intended to build camaraderie among all Connecticut
IAABO members. If you’re interested in playing in the tournament, you’ll find all the details and an entry form you can print and fill out on the following page.

Board 10 Awards Given out at Annual Banquet
9th,

On April
we held our annual Board 10 Banquet at Seasons restaurant in East Haven and gave out our
awards and special recognition. Here are all the award winners:
Service Awards
45 Years: Ralph Zingarella 40 Years: Jim Frank, Anthony Gambardella
35 Years: Ed Bruce, Frank Mohr 30 Years: Steve Kirck II, Judy Ruthko
25 Years: Jack Larocca 20 Years: Steve Cain, Eugene Colonese, Scott Inman, Kerry Ervin
15 Years: Chris Ahearn, Cheryl Chiari, Ed Fitzpatrick, Scott Gardiner, Jay Gentile, Doug
Graham, Craig Hazel, Dan Junior, Don Perkins, John Ramos, Dave Reno
Sportsmanship Awards
John “Bud” Chernovetz Award for Varsity Boys Coach of the Year: Matt Craig, Wolcott High School.
Rudolph “Rudy” Canelli Award for Varsity Girls Coach of the Year: Dave Chevarella, Derby High
School.
Anthony “Tony” Barbara Award for Sub-varsity Boys Coach of the Year: David Wiladsen, Seymour
High School
Henry “Hank” Luzzi Award for Sub-varsity Girls Coach of the Year: Alphonse Balzano, Guilford High
School
Pasquale “Babe” Amendola Award for Athletic Director of the Year: Jon Capone, West Haven High
School.
Lifetime Honorary Board 10 Membership
Allie Vestro, who for many years has been a WATR Radio Broadcaster for high school
Basketball games.
Congratulations to all our award recipients on their accomplishments and recognition.
!
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NEWS & NOTES
Kudos and awards all around
Congratulations to Ralph Zingarella who received the Luzzi
Award (formally
the Winnick
Award) from the
New Haven TapOff Club at their
awards dinner held
at the Villa Bianca
Restaurant on
March 26th. Fittingly, the award’s
namesake, Hank
Luzzi, introduced Ralph for the presentation.
Ralph expressed his gratitude to the Club and to
the game of basketball, saying: “Basketball has
given me more than I could have imagined over
the last 45 years including the opportunity to officiate at Special Olympics. I’m humbled by all
the previous winners of this award and being
mentioned along side them.”
Board 10’s Eddie Bruce, one of the leaders of
Connecticut
AAU girls basketball, reports
that the CT AAU
Basketball
Committee presented their
“Good Call”
award to our colleagues Ric Raffone, Jr. and Anthony Bagnoli in
recognition of their long-standing commitment to
the AAU program. It’s nice to know that loyalty
and hard work are recognized and rewarded.
Congrats to Ric and “Bags.”
!
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Lenny Crone was named “Best Criminal Defense Lawyer” by the Waterbury Observer as part
of the “Best of Waterbury 2019” recognition program. This
honor should come as
no surprise, as Len
has received the
award several times
over the years. That’s
not only good news
for Lenny but equally
good news for his current and future clients. Congratulations, Len.

Happy Trails …
Board 10‘s Jim Brennan is retiring from officiating college
football after 32 seasons. Over
a very successful career, Jim has
worked for
several major conferences and
has been on the crews
for numerous high
profile nationally televised games, including Notre Dame at
Michigan in “The Big
House” in 2011. The
crowd of 114,804 was,
at the time, the largest
crowd in the history of
NCAA football. Other
notable games Jim
worked include: Pittsburgh at West Virginia (continued on p. 16)

IAABO BOARD 10 NEW HAVEN
News & Notes... (cont. from p.15)
otherwise known as “The Backyard Brawl,” as
well as Miami at Tennessee, Syracuse at Auburn
and West Virginia at Stamford. He also has
worked several bowl games including the 2011
Chick Fil-A-Bowl (Auburn vs. Virginia) and the
2006 Orange Bowl (Penn State vs. Florida State).
Jim was on the field at the Orange Bowl stadium
four times and worked the very first game played
at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh in 2001 when the
University of Pittsburgh opened their season. The
following day, the Pittsburgh Steelers played
there to open their NFL season. Jim concluded
his career last November at URI. Jim is not leaving college football entirely. He will begin his
new career up in the replay booth for the MidAmerican Conference this fall. Jim of course will
continue to officiate high school basketball as a
member of Board 10. But he added a new competency last season, working as the shot clock
operator for the Men’s and Women’s Ivy League
Tournament finals at the Lee Amphitheater of the
Payne Whitney Gymnasium in New Haven…
…Veteran official Tony Candido worked his last
high school basketball game in February, at Laurelton Hall, capping a long and memorable high
school and
college career. As
member of
the
CBCBO,
Candido
was the
only official to work
three finals
in one year.
At the collegiate level, Candido worked over
3,000 games until retiring from the college ranks
in 2006. During 45 years of college basketball,
Tony worked conferences including the MAAC,
NECC, Big East, Ivy League, and the Colonial
Athletic Association, as well as the NCAA Division II and III semi-finals. He has also been in!
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ducted into the Connecticut Women’s Basketball
Hall of Fame…
... Bob Morrow retired from Sikorsky Aircraft
last December and left Board 10 and local high
school basketball, relocating to the State of North
Carolina. Said Bob: “It has been a great experience to be part of IAABO board 10 over the last
20 years. Thanks to the entire board.” Best
wishes, Bob, for a happy and healthy retirement.

50 years and counting …
Harry Robinson completed his
50th year of officiating in February. On April 24th, Harry received a 50 Year Service
Award from IAABO at the annual Spring Meeting in Atlantic City. Harry has battled
some health issues since the
end of his season, as has his
wife, and was unable to attend
the IAABO meeting and
awards presentation, so Hank
Luzzi accepted the award on Harry’s behalf.
Harry, we hope you are fully healthy this winter
and are able to embark on your 51st season of
basketball officiating.

Witness to a no-hitter

We’re happy to report that our colleague Jay
Pompano umpired his first ever no-hitter during
the high school baseball season. Jay was behind
the plate as Cheshire’s Mike Kozlowski tossed
the no-no and the Rams cruised to a 10-0 victory
over Branford. (continued on p.17)

IAABO BOARD 10 NEW HAVEN
News & Notes... (cont. from p.16)

Freddy Fixer prime mover
Our colleague Petisia Adger is President of the
Elm City Freddy Fixer
Parade Committee.
The parade was
founded back in 1962
by Dr. Fredrick Smith,
Edna Carnegie-Baker
and Dr. Charles Twyman as part of a community beautification
effort. This year’s parade took place on
Sunday June 2nd, under the theme “Our
Village Legacy.”

But, as reported in the New Haven Advocate, a
lot of activity takes place months in advance of
the actual parade and Petisia is at the heart of it,
including organizing the Elm City Freddy Fixer
Awards Gala to honor local heroes and leaders
and launch community and fundraising events.
Among those honored at the Gala was Carroll E.
Brown, president of the West Haven Black Coalition. She also was recognized with the Edna
Baker Carnegie award for her civil rights advocacy work in both New Haven and West Haven.
Thanks, Petisia, for all your hard work on behalf
of this outstanding organization and a very worthy cause.
Kyle “Settles” for a promotion
Since we last published, Board 10 member Kyle
Settle was promoted to Agency Sales Director at
the Trager Reznitsky Insurance Agency. He is
!
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currently running the agency’s new 2nd office location in Branford. Plus, we’re happy to welcome Kyle as a new advertiser in our newsletter.

Chern Golf Tourney Raises over $3K

The 8th Annual Chern Memorial Golf Outing was
held on Saturday June 15th at the Mohegan Sun
Golf Course to raise money for a scholarship
fund in memory of the late Doug Chernovetz.
Doug’s brother Brad reports that 104 golfers participated in the event and helped raise more than
$3,000 for the scholarship fund. Brad and his
family wish to express their thanks to the many
Board 10 members who played, participated, and
donated to this very worthy cause.
(continued on p. 18)
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News & Notes... (cont. from p.17)

All in the Family – Season 2019
Here’s to some new arrivals since we last published. In fact in that last newsletter, we reported
that Shauna Dineen was expecting. Well,
she’s expecting
no more. Shauna
gave birth to a
daughter,
Harper Cappella. Harper
was expected in
June but arrived
a little early – on
May 29th to be
exact – weighing in at a modest 5 pounds, 2
ounces. Despite the somewhat premature arrival,
Shauna reports that Harper is doing just fine…
… Congratulations are in order for Don and
Lindsay Tinker as they welcomed their newborn, Maverick Lee Tinker, on April 17th at exactly 5:05
PM. This
future
Board 10
ref-to-be
weighed in
at 7
pounds, 5
ounces,
and a
length of 20
inches. Don tells us that little Maverick and his
Mom are healthy and thriving. And, by the way,
isn’t Maverick a great name!
In other family news … Don Ardito reports that
his son Donnie has moved to Key West, Florida
where he passed his boat captain’s license exam
and is currently operating a pleasure boat, taking
clients out for kayaking, snorkeling and fishing in
the Keys…
!
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... Kevin Wiggins’ son Kyle (pictured here with
his daughter Mynka), an All State basketball
player at Jonathan
Law back in 2010, is
now working as a
sales associate at
Colonial Toyota in
Milford. If you are
in the market for a
new or pre-owned
vehicle and would
like to do business
with Kyle, you can
call him directly at
(203) 878-7401.
Some happy news from the Carfora family.
Proud papa Al Carfora announces that daughter
Brittany is engaged to be married to the very
lucky Mike Brune. The wedding will take place
on August 9th. Brittany has been in the newsletter
before,
most
recently
when
she
was
inducted
into
the
New
Haven
TapOff
Club’s Hall of Fame joining her dad as a hall-offamer. She was an outstanding basketball and
volleyball player at Branford High and a star at
Columbia University…

(continued on p. 19)
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News & Notes... (cont. from p.18)
…Jim Brennan tells us that his son Dan (pictured on the right)
has been accepted in
the Ph.D. program
for Neuroscience at
CUNY and will begin his studies there
this fall. He completed his Master’s
degree at NYU and
graduated from there
in May.
Ken Devoe’s much better half, Cindy SimellDevoe, was named Hamden’s Outstanding Citizen of the Year by the Hamden Elks. She received her
award at the
Elks’ Hamden
Community
Service
awards dinner
on March
30th. She is
pictured here
flanked by
former Hamden Mayor
Carl Amento
and current
Mayor Kurt
Leng. Cindy is a lifelong Hamden resident. She’s
been active in youth sports, education and the
arts. As many of you know, she runs her own
community theater company, The Whitney Players, and has staged numerous large and spectacular musicals during the summers for quite a few
years. Her company has educated hundreds of
area youngsters in the theatrical arts, and many
of them went on to become featured and star performers in high school and college productions.
One even made it to Broadway in the lead role as
Gloria Estefan in the autobiographical musical,
“On Your Feet.”
!
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Also, Ken Devoe’s niece, April Simell, received
her Masters of Elementary Education degree
from Quinnipiac
University at
graduation ceremonies held on
May 11th at the
People’s United
Center. April will
begin her teaching
career at Green
Acres Elementary
School in North
Haven this fall.
Congrats, April,
on the degree and
on landing your first job right out of the gate.

If you have a personal, professional, or family accomplishment you would like to share,
click on: News & Notes

Member-to-Member Mart

The David Daniels III Consulting Group
Workshops, seminars, training, motivational
talks in the fields of law enforcement, security, financial planning, art and music. For
more information, call 203 258-0134, email
DAVIDDANIELSIII@ME.COM or visit :
http://dd3consultinggroup.com
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MUSIC FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Weddings, graduation parties, anniversaries, Bar
Mitzvahs. If you have a special occasion coming
up, let DJ David Daniels III provide the tunes and
entertainment. David offers a wide range of music to suit all tastes and moods. PLUS, he’ll
even serve as your photographer.
Call: 203 258-0134. Party on!

A medical emergency can happen anywhere, even in a
hospital. Should it happen in an environment of medical
professionals, can they handle it? What if it happens in a
non-clinical area? Do you know proper procedure? If
not, learn First Aid and CPR. We offer courses in American Heart Association(AHA) Heartsaver CPR/AED/First Aid, BLS Healthcare Provider, Family and Friends
CPR and First Aid, Bloodborne Pathogen, CT State EMT and EMT Refresher Programs, CT EMT Practical
and other courses as well. Classes available at your site or at our new location: 57 Ozick Drive Unit G
Durham Ct 06422. Phone Lou Brockett: Office (860) 788-3953. Cell (203) 213-7775, Fax (860) 788-3953. Or
visit: www.asecondchancecpr.com

Notre Dame High School of West Haven is accepting applications for
next year's freshmen class of 2023.Transfer students are also
welcome. We hope you will tell someone you know who has a male
adolescent in grades 7 or 8 about Notre Dame and learn what almost
twenty Board 10 members already know -- namely that ND is a great
place to spend your high school years. For more information,
visit http://www.notredamehs.com/admissions or contact Admissions
Director Mr. Lino Izzo '00 at admissions@notredamehs.com or
203-933-1673. You can also visit Notre Dame's online home to view
games and other school events at www.gogreenknights.com.

Michael J. Luzzi, Attorney at Law
For the finest legal service and representation for
Auto Accidents, DWI, Real Estate, Bankruptcy,
Criminal Cases, and Personal Injuries
1172 Townshend Avenue, New Haven
Office: 203 404-5155 Cell: 203 675-9049 Fax: 203 886-1047
Email: michael@luzzilaw.com
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President’s Message: “Credit Where Credit is
Due” -- Dr. Dan Davis
As I begin my two year term as Board 10
President, let me just say what an honor it
is to have been chosen by you for this position. I am joining an elite group of officials
who have opted to give back to the game of
basketball and support our fellow officials.
That’s the spirit which has made us a great organization for such a long time
– something I hope to help perpetuate during my tenure. I have been greatly
impressed by how much actually goes on behind the scenes to make our organization run and enables us to do what we do on the court to serve the
schools that we cover. None of this just happens. A lot of people spend an
inordinate amount of time working on our behalf and on their own time to
get things done. Hank, of course, manages the business of Board 10 and it’s
really a full time job. He sees to it that our rosters are current, our finances are in order, liaises with the
other boards, the State Board, and IAABO, makes sure that you are fully insured, secures the site for our
Board 10 meetings and performs countless other tasks that are too many to fit in here. Buddy does the
tireless and often thankless job of getting us our assignments and making sure all the games are covered.
Joe Kepics and Tom Raucci put in a huge amount of time going to games, observing officials and offering detailed constructive critiques to help them improve. As our Interpreter, Ray Vanacore attends meetings and seminars on the national level, interfaces with fellow interpreters throughout the state, runs
coaches’ pre-season clinics and goes above and beyond the call to help us learn and properly apply the
rules. Steve Wodarski and Ray do a great job conducting the new candidate clinics and getting our next
generation of officials ready. (continued on p. 22)

Commissioner’s Commentary: “That was the year that
was” -- John “Bud” Chernovetz
Hard to believe that another season of high school basketball has come and
gone. But, it has. Time flies. Someone a lot smarter than I am once said: “The
bad news is time flies. The good news is you’re the pilot.” Looking back on the
2018-19 season, I have to say that by and large you all were very good pilots.
As a result we had a very good season – in fact, an extremely good season.
Here’s how I define “extremely good.” First, we saw a lot of growth in ability
among our sub-varsity officials. It isn’t always the case, but when it happens,
that bodes well for the future of Board 10. Joe K and Tommy Raucci, along with many others whose
opinions I respect, saw a lot of games and a lot of officials, as did I, and we feel that there are up to 20
sub-varsity officials whom we are considering promoting to the varsity level. It’s possible we may have
to whittle that number down to 10 or 15. But whatever the final number, that’s a good portion of our subvarsity ranks who had excellent seasons and acquitted themselves on the court really well and I feel
confident giving them opportunities to work at the next level. If we can have another season like that
next year, I will be a happy camper. Developing our “bench” is crucial to maintaining the high standards that our Board has set and preserving our ability to put the best possible officiating product on the
floor to serve the schools that we cover. (continued on p. 22)
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President’s Message ... (cont. from p.21)
Steve Kirck II and the Better Officiating Committee do what their committee’s name implies – working
in numerous ways to help us all improve as individual officials and collectively as a Board, including
managing the Mentor/Mentee program. For years, Billy DeMatteo organized our annual banquet – a role
now in the capable hands of Don Perkins. Ralph Zingarella, Kevin Moffett, and Jim Brennan, through
their work on New Haven Football Officials Charities, have partnered with us on key fundraisers to
benefit our fellow officials who are in need. Judy Ruthko takes care of our 50/50 raffle at all the meetings collecting money that goes into our scholarship fund. Then there’s Jason Crockett, who designed
and maintains our Board 10 web site – one of the better sites for an individual IAABO board. Let me
also credit our Executive Board – many of whose members are noted above. They meet several times a
year to address policy issues and the general business of our organization. The list goes on. I apologize
to anyone I may have inadvertently forgotten to mention. I also want to acknowledge Ken Devoe for his
tireless work putting together and publishing our Board 10 newsletter. This is a communications vehicle
that is unmatched by any officials’ organization in the country. I’ve attended national IAABO meetings
and heard people there talk about our newsletter as the gold standard and an example set for all other
Boards nationwide. Thanks also to Cheryl who has been Ken’s right arm in making this newsletter what
it is today. In summary, I just want to personally thank all of those people who work – often unseen –
and give up so much of their time from their families and other obligations to make us a better and
stronger officiating organization. I hope that all of you, as members of Board 10, gain a greater understanding and appreciation of what your colleagues are doing for you so that you can continue to do what
you love – officiate the game of basketball.
Commissioner’s Commentary ... (cont. from p.21)
We need to face the fact that our Board is aging. We’ve lost a significant number of veteran officials over
the last few years to retirement and/or illness or injury. It’s difficult to replace their experience and wisdom. But, replace them we must at some point. Plus, a fair number of varsity officials who are still active are, to put it politely, getting up there in years. We need to re-stock with younger high quality officials who can carry the Board 10 torch for a long time to come. Another factor that made this past season so good was really a matter of luck. Namely, the weather. Unlike the previous season when serious
snowstorms hit us hard and often, we didn’t have that many snow days and a lot of the ones we had occurred on the weekends. Consequently, I didn’t have to make as many weather-related reassignments.
That made my life a lot easier. Finally, our season was, for all practical purposes, “issue free.” We didn’t
get any complaints about our officials that had any merit as far as I was concerned. Just so you know, if
an A.D. calls me to say that he or she doesn’t want to see a particular official on their school’s games,
there has to be a serious and verifiable problem which justifies honoring that request. I won’t make such
a switch because the A.D. or coach didn’t like some of the calls. As long as you conduct yourself professionally, I will have your back. All I ask in return is that you have my back in terms of your availability
and fulfilling your game assignments.
So, thanks for a great season. Enjoy your offseason. Stay in shape and be prepared for 2019-2020.
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THE DOCTOR IS IN
Board 10’s Dr. Dan Davis discusses injury
prevention and treatment, as well as general health
and fitness, to help keep you on the court.

Diabetes is on the rise.
What if anything can we do about it?
Diabetes by the numbers
According to the American Diabetes Association,
30.3 million Americans have diabetes. Today,
Americans are being diagnosed with diabetes at
the rate of 1.5 million a year. An alarming number are undiagnosed but very
much at risk. The CDC estimates that 84.1 million Americans 18 years of age or older
have pre-diabetes, which is a
serious health condition
whereby the blood sugar is
higher than normal but not
high enough to be considered
Type 2 diabetes. The CDC
also predicts that by the year
2050, one out of every three
Americans will be diabetic.
That’s alarming. Think of it
this way. The next time you
attend a Board 10 meeting –
look to your right, then to your left. There’s a
good chance that one of you are or will be diabetic.
How bad is diabetes?
Diabetes is an insidious disease. It is the 7th leading cause of death in the U.S., but that’s just a
number. There’s a domino effect. Diabetes can
lead to breakdowns in your body which can be
serious, debilitating and possibly fatal. Here’s
what happens. With Type 1 diabetes, the pancreas
is compromised and cannot produce insulin. So
instead of sugar going to your cells, it builds up
in your bloodstream. With Type 2 diabetes, your
pancreas still produces insulin but your body
!

PAGE 25

doesn’t use it properly. (Source: Mayo Clinic). If
your body isn’t producing insulin or is not using
it properly, it isn’t turning glucose into energy but
sending it into the bloodstream instead. If your
body doesn't get energy from food sources, it will
break down your muscles – a condition known as Keto Acidosis.
Put simply, your body starts to
digest your own muscles – including your most important muscle,
your heart. That’s the kind of
thing that happens to some marathon runners.
Diabetes can lead to numerous
complications, including:
• Increased risk of coronary artery
disease, heart attack, and stroke
• Nerve damage (neuropathy)
which can cause tingling, numbness, burning or pain at the tips of
your extremities and may spread
	

 • Kidney damage
• Retinal damage that may lead to
blindness
Diagnosing diabetes
When it comes to diagnosis, we have a dilemma.
The best diagnostic tool for diabetes is hemoglobin A1C, which is a blood test that provides doctors with a 3-month look at the patient’s blood
sugar control. That’s a far cry from the pin prick
and metering that most diabetics use to check
their blood sugar daily. That meter reading is
only a quick snapshot of blood sugar level at that
moment in time. (continued on p. 26)

IAABO BOARD 10 NEW HAVEN
The Doctor is In ... (cont. from p.25)
The dilemma is that insurers don’t routinely
cover the A1C test as part of an annual physical
and so the test is not often performed. It should
be mandatory and we should consider how to get
insurance companies to adjust their policies accordingly.
Symptoms
One of the problems physicians have in diagnosing diabetes is that their patients don’t do a good
job of relating what’s going on with their bodies.
Here are some things you should look for and tell
your doctor about. Are you thirsty all the time?
Are you constantly hungry? Are you getting up
multiple times during the night to go to the bathroom? All of these conditions are red flags.
Managing diabetes
“Managing” is the key word because there is no
cure for diabetes. There is also no way to prevent
it. Hopefully someday there will be but, for now,
if you are diagnosed with diabetes you must take
control – especially, of your diet. Sugar and carbs
are the enemy, so you want to minimize both. Cut
down on the sweets or cut them out entirely if
you can. Sugared soda is something you should
absolutely do without. But beware of diet sodas.
Research shows that diet sodas can actually increase your appetite and you end up eating more
than you should. Plus, the safety of artificial
sweeteners is questionable. Some can damage the
kidneys and brain cells. Watch your carbs. You’re
supposed to have only 120 grams a day but most
people ingest 200 to 500 grams a day. Get plenty
of exercise. People who exercise daily do a much
better job of controlling their blood sugar. Fortunately, as basketball officials, we run a lot and get
a lot of exercise the more games we work. When
you’re not reffing, go walking or jogging or ride
a bike. Do something every day. However, even
if you get a lot of exercise and do a good job with
your diet, you still may be at risk because of a
genetic predisposition – i.e., there’s a family history of diabetes. You can’t change that. All you
can do is continue to manage your condition.
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There are medications to help control blood sugar
but, as with all medications, there are risks of
side effects. Metformin has been out there quite a
while and has proven helpful, but it can also create neuropathy. There is no magic pill or silver
bullet to control diabetes. On the plus side, however, there is B-complex and there’s enough evidence to encourage me to recommend that every
diabetic take B-complex. It has been shown to
reverse diabetic neuropathy. But most people
can’t break the B-complex down into its active
form, so a prescription form of it may be needed.
Childhood obesity – the gateway to diabetes
One of the reasons we’re seeing more cases of
diabetes in young people is that they are obese
because of not eating properly and not getting
much if any exercise. Childhood obesity is a
huge problem in our country. In fact, according to
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, one in three youngsters are considered
obese. Sadly, more and more of our nation’s public schools are eliminating gym class – and the
benefits of exercise that go with it. Only two
states – Massachusetts and Illinois – mandate
gym as part of their curricula. That has to change.
Summing up
Diabetes is a huge problem in the U.S., but it’s
also a worldwide problem. We all have to be
more vigilant. If you have a family history of
diabetes, if you are overweight, if you don’t get
much if any exercise, if you eat a lot of sweets
and carbs, you are putting yourself at risk. Control what you can control – namely, diet and exercise. Ask your doctor for a blood test – ideally
a hemoglobin A1C. If it’s not covered by your
insurer, find out what it costs. The expense might
be worth paying. And don’t despair. Research
into finding a cure and better treatment options is
continuing. One of the more promising avenues
of research, in my view, is stem cell research.
Hopefully one day we’ll eliminate the scourge of
diabetes. In the meantime, take good care of
yourself on and off the court.
Got a health and fitness question for Dr. Dan?
Email it by clicking here: Ask Doctor Dan
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Good ideas don’t grow on trees
Unless they’re from Ken Devoe at The Media Tree.

These are ideas that become results-producing, award-winning copy
that sells, motivates, entertains and, above all, communicates your
message with words that work in the media that work best for you -print, broadcast, and on the web.
Ken's ideas just plain work -- for clients such as GE, IBM, Johnson
& Johnson, Johnson Controls, Knights of Columbus, People's Bank,
Pratt & Whitney, Sikorsky Aircraft, United Technologies, and Yale
University. They can work for you, too.
Maybe good ideas do grow on trees after all.
May we plant one for you?
THE MEDIA TREE
26 West Helen Street
Hamden, CT 06514
(203) 314-9732
kendevoe@comcast.net
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Special Feature
Youth Basketball The Way It Should Be
Here’s how Cheshire does it
Most of us have officiated youth basketball leagues run by cities and towns throughout our coverage
area. We do it for a variety of good reasons. It’s a chance to get additional exercise to improve our conditioning. It’s an opportunity to work on and improve our officiating skills (rules knowledge and application, mechanics, game management). It’s an extra source
of income. Most importantly, it’s an outlet for youngsters
of all ages to participate in organized sports and have fun
doing it.
But, not all park-rec programs are equally good. They’re
well intentioned, but some just plain do a better job of
achieving the goals for which youth sports programs were
created in the first place. The Town of Cheshire is a shining example. They have set the bar extremely high in
terms of longevity, growth, sustainability and popularity.
Those of you who officiate there know what we mean.
Cheshire’s program is one of the most robust – if not THE
most robust – programs in the state. Their basketball program was launched in 2003 with 1st through 8th
graders participating. They soon added kindergarten kids to the mix. Almost immediately, there was a
demand in town for a Saturday morning basketball program for high school kids who didn’t make the
Cheshire High team or didn’t play winter sports. They still wanted to play organized basketball, and
Cheshire’s Park-Rec organization filled the void that existed with the establishment of a high school
league – known as the George Welch Basketball League, named for one of the league’s prime movers
and volunteers.
The league debuted in 2004 with 6 teams and grew as follows:
•	

 2005: 8 teams
•	

 2006: 12 teams
•	

 2007: 16 teams
•	

 2009: 18 teams
•	

 2012: 20 teams
• 2013: 24 teams
NOTE: 2013 was the peak year for number of teams. Currently the league consists of 22 teams of 10
players each. That’s 220 high school youngsters who get to play a competitive and fun brand of basketball every week during the season.
For over 20 years, our colleague Bob Else managed the Cheshire Park-Rec athletic programs including
girls softball, soccer and more. He helped launch the Park-Rec basketball program which initially was a
Saturday morning-only program, but later expanded with games (continued on p. 29)
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Youth Basketball The Way it Should Be ... (cont. from p. 28)
running continuously from 8 AM to 6 PM on two
courts simultaneously that bisect the high
school’s main gym. The league also used the
school’s girls gym for several years. Bob credits
Wayne Candella, the Cheshire High AD at the
time the league started, as being very helpful in
enabling the league to use the high school facilities. At the outset, one of the challenges in getting high school kids to sign up for the Park-Rec
league was that the sign-up date was usually before the high school’s own basketball team rosters were determined. Therefore a lot of kids
didn’t want to commit to the Park-Rec league
before they knew whether they made the high
school team. An arrangement was worked out whereby kids could sign up for the Park-Rec league and
still try out for the high school team. If they didn’t make the high school team, they would still be enrolled in the Park-Rec program. That encouraged many more kids to sign up who might not have done
so without that arrangement, and as a result the league’s numbers grew. Bob also initiated the hiring of
certified officials. “Initially we had high school kids referee the games. We gave them some rudimentary
rules training, including 10 questions from the NFHS refresher exam,” Bob said. “Eventually, though,
the games became too competitive for these teenagers to officiate effectively, so we began hiring officials from Board 10. We also upped the referees’
pay over the years to its current $40 per game. We
now have a staff of 13 Board 10 officials who all do
an outstanding job.” One of those officials is Doug
Capasso, who attributes the growth of the Cheshire
league to a number of factors. “There are many
high school age athletes who enjoyed playing basketball but didn’t participate in a winter sport
through the high school. So the league was an excellent resource for them,” Doug said. “Plus, hiring
IAABO Board 10 officials gave the league an
added layer of legitimacy.” Ed Pulaski is another Cheshire Park-Rec league official. What’s more, he
coordinated and scheduled the officials to help make sure the games were covered and ran smoothly. “I
attribute the league’s success to past and current administrations who are 100% behind the program,” Ed
said. Mike Melkonian echoes that thought, adding, “The directors and the coaches have been extremely
influential in making the league the success that it is today.” (continued on p. 30)
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It should be noted that participation in the Cheshire town league is not inexpensive. The fee is $115 per
player, so parents have a “vested interest” in seeing that their youngsters have a good athletic experience. The league has worked hard to make it so, in part with the establishment of a spirited playoff system leading up to a Championship game that rivals regular high school contests, including a public address announcer and all the
trappings of a big-time
high school title game.
This past season’s Championship was played in
front of a nearly full house
at the Cheshire High gym.
Lou Brockett, Mike Melkonian and Doug Capasso
worked the game, and a
great time was had by all.
One unique aspect of the
Cheshire town league is
that even after teams are
eliminated from the playoffs, they still get to play a
full slate of games on Saturdays.
Which brings up another point about why Cheshire’s program is so successful. It has to do with the philosophy of promoting good sportsmanship and conduct in a fun atmosphere where there’s more to life
than winning and losing. The league’s organizers and game officials have worked hard over the years to
clean up the games and minimize incidents of misconduct or poor behavior on the court. The officials
have stressed constructive game management. According to Doug Capasso, “It’s still very competitive,
but when a player seems on the verge of crossing a behavioral line, we sort of take the player’s temperature and sometimes just send the player to the bench for a ‘cooling off’ period.” Even so, when a technical is warranted, the officials will issue one. The message is not lost on the penalized player. Mike
Melkonian recalls: “There was a player who was ejected for swearing and had to sit out the teams’ next
game. But later he approached me, shook my hand, and apologized for his conduct because he knew that
intent behind enforcing the rules was good.” Ed Pulaski has had similar positive experiences. “Many
parents have come up to me and the other refs and thanked us for keeping control of the games and truly
making it an enjoyable park and rec activity.”
The bottom line is that Cheshire Park-Rec has one of the best recreational youth basketball programs
going today. What’s more, the kids and the parents really appreciate it, as evidenced by the high rate of
returning players each season.
Many thanks to all who have contributed to the growth and success of Cheshire Park-Rec youth basketball. Hopefully other programs will draw from Cheshire’s example to make their programs the best they
can be.
!
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Knowledge Bank Special Edition: Abuse of Officials
How Bad Is It?
What’s Being Done About It In Connecticut?
How Should Our Officials Deal With It?
Think back to the first basketball game you ever officiated and the first call you ever made in your newly
chosen avocation. What was the reaction? A smattering of applause? A cascade of boo’s? An individual
yelling insults at you in a way you’d never experienced before? Or, no reaction at all from the benches
or the stands (lucky you). Well, that was then. By now, you may have worked hundreds, even thousands,
of games since. What was true then is still true now – namely, that whenever you blow your whistle, half
the people in the gym will hate it (and possibly you) and the other half will be happy with you – but for
that moment only. And by the way, the same is true every time you DON’T blow your whistle, because
there’s no such thing as a “no call.” On every play, you are making a ruling. You either judge it to be legal (no whistle) or illegal (whistle).
No matter what you do on the court, someone won’t like it.
Players, coaches and spectators are not your friends, and
you shouldn’t try to be theirs. You’re going to get yelled
at no matter what. If you’ve been around the game long
enough, you’ve likely developed a thick skin and poor
hearing. The conventional wisdom is: 1) All the complaining that goes on is part and parcel of the game, 2) It’s
what you signed up for, and 3) If you can’t take it, you
shouldn’t be out there. However, conventional wisdom
has its limits, as does tolerance of abuse. There are levels
and degrees of abuse that no official should have to take.
Abuse has reached a point nationwide in many sports that
it has become detrimental to those sports and has driven
many officials out of the game – often at a very early
point in their career. That’s unfortunate. What’s more,
abuse isn’t just verbal. Across the country, incidents abound in which sports officials have been physically assaulted and, in some cases, brutally injured. That’s definitely NOT what you signed up for.
This problem been widely reported, so we aren’t rehashing those discussions here. Instead, we want to
provide you with a sense of the degree to which the problem exists in Connecticut and, specifically, in
the game of basketball. We want to share some insights on how it is being addressed, what the governing
bodies of our sport and our officials’ organizations are doing about the problem, and finally, how we can
tackle the problem individually in our own games. (continued on p. 33)

!

PAGE 32

IAABO BOARD 10 NEW HAVEN

SUMMER 2019

Knowledge Bank Special Edition: Abuse of Officials ... (cont. from p. 32)
To accomplish this task, we assembled a “Powerhouse Roundtable” as they say on those Sunday morning network news shows and asked some of our most distinguished colleagues about the topic.
Our Roundtable

Joe Tonelli, Director	

	

CIAC Officials Association	

	

	


	

	


Ray Vanacore, Board 10 Interpreter	

 	

	

	

	

	

	

	


(continued on p. 34)
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Dan Scavone, CIAC Assistant
State Tournament Director 	
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Buddy Chernovetz,	

Board 10 Commissioner	


Steve Wodarski, Board 10
Chief Clinician
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Knowledge Bank Special Edition: Abuse of Officials ... (cont. from p. 33)
Here’s what they had to say.
Is abuse of officials worse now than before? If so, why? If not, why not?
Joe Tonelli: Abuse by fans and coaches will always be an issue of concern that should be addressed. In
high school athletics in Connecticut and nationally the awareness that has been brought to this issue has
helped our cause. We have had very few major issues of this nature on the high school level in Connecticut because we work together with all our stakeholders to enhance the relationship that exists between the officials groups, our member schools and the CIAC. However, since there is always room for
improvement, we must continue to set the bar high when it is comes to sportsmanship issues.
Dan Scavone: In my 31 years of officiating, I don’t think the problem has gotten worse at the high
school level. School districts and officials associations and all the interested parties have become aware
of this problem and have taken steps to address it. At the youth levels, though, it may have gotten worse.
Often these youth leagues are locally run and I’m not sure they’ve taken the steps that we have taken at
the high school level between the Federation and State associations to curb abuse.
Buddy Chernovetz: I think it has gotten worse because of parents and spectators, and not enough people in leadership positions want to take ownership of controlling abusive behavior. In
the high schools, there is some control. You have an A.D. or a
site director on hand and, depending on the school, maybe even
some security officers. So at the high school level, it’s not any
worse today than before and not much different from when I
reffed. Many high schools have taken steps to keep the problem
from getting out of hand as are people who run our conferences. Al Carbone at the SCC is a great example. If I call him
with a problem, he’s on the phone that night or the next day to
the school in question and handles any complaints that come
his way. But at youth and travel leagues and AAU games, there
often isn’t someone in the gym to keep the parents in check. That’s a big problem. Parents think their
kids have to win at all costs and that attitude filters down to their kids. Instead of good sportsmanship
and learning the fundamentals of the game, the kids are focused on the wrong thing.
Ray Vanacore: In many ways, I think the problem is getting worse and is not going away any time
soon. There’s been a conscious effort at the high schools to take steps to reduce abuse of officials. But at
rec leagues and AAU, there’s a serious rise in the problem and, in my view, while many speak about the
problem, little has been done about it.
Steve Wodarski: I agree with my colleagues. At the non-high school levels, abuse of officials has become a bigger problem today than in the past. Parents have the unrealistic expectation that their kids are
going to get a college athletic scholarship, no matter what their kids’ ages and level of play, whether it’s
a 5th grade travel league or a high school game. (continued on p. 35)
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Knowledge Bank Special Edition: Abuse of Officials ... (cont. from p. 34)
There’s a sense of entitlement on the part of these parents and it’s gotten worse. Social media doesn’t
make things any easier for officials. Quite the contrary. Almost anything and everything that happens at
a game might be captured on someone’s phone. If there is a screw-up (real or imagined) by an official,
video of that play could go viral, pouring gasoline on the fire. A lot of the problem has to do with lack of
a visible presence at the gyms in terms of a site director or security. The high schools have that presence
but that’s not necessarily the case with AAU, youth and travel leagues. If there is no such presence, the
officials are kind of at the mercy of the spectators and coaches with no recourse to counter the abuse
they receive.
What impact, if any, has abuse of officials had on our own officials?
Buddy Chernovetz: There’s no question that newer officials are being driven out of the game because
of unruly parents and other spectators, especially at the lower levels where there may be no one on hand
to prevent bad behavior. This is a problem for us at Board 10 as we have been losing veteran officials to
age or retirement and it’s hard to replace their experience and expertise. If we lose the newer officials
because of the abuse they take, then where will our next generation of good, solid officials come from?
So it’s a serious problem, and not just for basketball but for all high school sports.
Ray Vanacore: As noted earlier, at AAU and rec or youth leagues, there is a serious uptick in abuse of
officials. With many of these non-high school programs, the coaches are often volunteers with little experience and they lack of control over their players, the parents and other spectators. So, what happens?
The players and parents follow the coach’s behavior. It’s a serious enough problem to the point that
newer officials are leaving the sport often after their first couple of years.
Dan Scavone: Absolutely, abuse has had an impact on officials and we are losing a number of them due
to poor spectator behavior. As Buddy and Ray noted, often the ones who leave tend to be newer officials.
If they do make it past their third year, they tend to stay. Most veteran officials have developed thicker
skins as well as techniques that enable them to “play through” the abuse and officiate their games with
poise and professionalism. They’re used to it. They’ve pretty much seen and heard it all, whereas newer
officials often aren’t used to that type of abuse directed toward them. They may take it personally to the
point where they choose to drop out.
Joe Tonelli: The CIAC Officials’ Association conducted a survey in 2018 as part of the development of
strategies to recruit new officials. We sent it to all the officials’ boards in the state and got a 100% response rate. The survey covered a lot of ground, but one question is related to our discussion here:
“Please indicate the reasons your board members stop officiating.” While abuse by fans and coaches is
a serious problem, it is far down the list of the reasons officials drop out. Of the top 13 reasons listed for
dropping out, abuse from coaches and parents ranks #7, right in the middle of the pack. These results do
not diminish the importance of curbing abuse, but it puts the issue into a larger context.
What is being done to reduce abuse of basketball officials? What else can be done?
Dan Scavone: A number of steps have been taken at the State level, the conference level, and by individual schools. Again, we’re talking about high school basketball – not AAU, youth, travel and rec
leagues. Joe Tonelli referred earlier to the fact that the CIAC works closely with all interested parties to
enhance the working relationships among member schools and officials’ (continued on p. 36)
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organizations. Conferences are also doing their part. The FCIAC (Fairfield County Interscholastic Conference) is a good example. One of the things they address in particular is behavior at the sub-varsity
level. They talk about it at their pre-season meeting with sub-varsity coaches and let those coaches know
that they do not have free rein to berate sub-varsity officials. Officials and coaches at this level are still
learning their professions and have similar levels of experience (or lack of it). So the FCIAC has made
this a point of emphasis.
Buddy Chernovetz: This is a point I’ve raised a number of times with coaches. I tell them that they
cannot ride roughshod over our sub-varsity officials and we will not tolerate it. You’ve also heard me say
at our Board 10 meetings that if you’re a sub-varsity official, you don’t need to take that abuse and you
can and should use the Technical Foul when you feel it’s appropriate. As long as you do your job and act
professionally, I will back you.
Joe Tonelli: The CIAC has emphasized to league leaders, principals and AD's that there is a shortage of
officials, and as stakeholders in high school sports, they can assist us by recommending to teachers, parents, student athletes and others that we need officials in all sports and need their help in the recruiting
and retention process. Also, schools need to emphasize to their coaches, student body and fans, especially at the sub-varsity and middle school levels, where new refs are trying to learn the trade, that their
coaches need to treat the refs with respect.
Dan Scavone: In 2016, the CIAC launched the “Class Act Sportsmanship Program.” The goal is to empower schools and particularly students to take ownership for all issues related to sportsmanship within
the athletics department. One aspect of the program is having students form sub-committees to promote
school spirit and good sportsmanship and set standards and practices for their fellow students and for
spectators at sports contests to follow.
Ray Vanacore: At the high school level I believe it starts with the school administrators. There needs to
be a mindset from the top that’s filtered down to the coaches, players, students and then to the parents
that a code of conduct is in place. Most important, the enforcement of that code of conduct must be followed through at all athletic contests.
Steve Wodarski: I think that youth and travel leagues and AAU organizers need to set expectations and
establish guidelines for coaches, parents and other spectators. The leagues should insist that those who
don’t comply will not be allowed to participate in the league. I’ll give you one really good example:
The Connecticut Basketball Conference. They have established a very detailed and well thought out
Code of Conduct for players, coaches, parents, spectators and, yes, even officials. Rather than try to
summarize it here, I recommend that you go to their web site: http://ctbball.org/. You’ll be duly impressed. This Code of Conduct is a great template for leagues that do not have such a code in place so
that they can develop their own. (continued on p. 37)
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Finally, what can we as officials do to deal with and hopefully minimize the abuse we get from spectators and coaches?
Dan Scavone: My advice especially to newer officials is to recognize that parents and coaches are passionate, sometimes to a fault. They lose control of their emotions. Parents want their kids to succeed and
sometimes lose perspective. While their verbal attacks may seem to you like personal attacks against
you, they’re not. Spectators don’t care who the official is. All they see is the striped shirt and they direct
their anger toward whoever is wearing it. You have to stay poised and calm. Your job involves making
difficult snap decisions often under adverse conditions. As you become more experienced, you will become more poised, calm, and confident in your decisions. The last thing you want to do is become
equally confrontational. Work on your communication skills so that you can de-escalate potential problem situations.
Ray Vanacore: If the verbal abuse you and your partner are receiving gets to the point where it is interfering with the play of the
game, then you have to address it. One of the ways to do that is to
alert game and/or site management to the fact that there is a problem and enlist their help in dealing with the people causing the
problem.
Steve Wodarski: Wherever you are officiating, at whatever level,
find out who the on-site authority or go-person is and seek that
person out if need be.
Dan Scavone: I agree that it’s good for officials to find out who is
at the helm of the organization and look for that person. Rarely
does a game go on with out someone being in charge there, but it
happens. If that’s the case, do the best you can to officiate and if a
problem occurs, then document it and let the league organizers
know about it.
Buddy Chernovetz: Each year when I talk to the new candidates, I
tell them that this is not a situation where you are going to be loved. People will criticize you and it will
be difficult for you when you’re starting out. We expect that you will make mistakes early on, and you
may have to accept some of the criticism directed at you, but not to the point where it becomes abusive.
If it does, stop the game. Get someone in charge at the site to do something about the person causing the
problem. If need be, have them eject that person from the gym. Particularly at youth, travel and AAU
games, if things continue to get abusive, stop the game, talk to both coaches and tell them to do something about it, or you will end the game. Finally – and I can’t emphasize this enough – never engage
with spectators at any game, at any level. That only makes a bad situation worse. Go to the people in
charge of the site and have them deal with the spectators on your behalf.

(continued on p. 38)
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Author’s Note:
Thanks to our Powerhouse Roundtable for sharing their wisdom and experience with regard to the ongoing problem of abuse of officials. Hopefully their insights will help you in the future when dealing with
abusive coaches and spectators. The more experience you gain, the better you will be at deflecting the
criticism and insults that come your way during a game. Don’t take anything anyone says to you or
about you personally. You can’t let it get to you. Instead remember these few things:
•	

 Most, if not all, complaints hurled at you are made by people who don’t know what they’re talking about. Don’t listen to them.
•	

 Nobody at the game knows the rules better than you and your partner(s).
•	

 Work together to be the best team on the floor.
•	

 Be polite and respectful towards coaches and players at all times, even if they aren’t that way
towards you. In other words, take the high road.
•	

 Be professional, act confidently, and hustle – doing so deflects and eliminates a lot of potential
complaints.
Additional Reading
Here are some articles we found on line that address different aspects of abuse of officials that
you may find interesting. Check them out, when you get a chance.
Before You Yell at the Referees Tonight, Let Me Tell You About My Daddy by Carolyn Moore
Memo to Parents: Stop Criticizing High School Officials by Cody Porter
Dealing with Obnoxious Fans from Referee Magazine
Verbal Abuse from parents, coaches is causing a referee shortage in youth sports, by Nick Ellerson,
Washington Post

Finally -- just to show that there is some
hope, check out this sign at a Little League
Field
Thanks to Rich Ogurick for sending this in.
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Looking for work? Know someone who is? Find fast, effective placement through Best
Temps, Inc. Best Temps is Connecticut’s leading provider of temp-to-permanent employment in the technical and clerical fields, as well as in light industrial, manufacturing, and
IT. Find out where the opportunities are and seize them today. Call John Ramos at Best
Temps: (203) 878-7762. Email: JRBESTTEMPS@YAHOO.COM or visit:
http://besttemps.com to learn about available job opportunities, including the following:

Amin. asst. computer skills a must/ in wtby area,
landscaping positions/ new haven area/
CDL TRACTOR TRAILER DRIVERS CLASS A and B
DRIVERS EXECUTIVE PAY
Maintenance Mechanics/ troubleshoot machinery
exp.// data entry specialist//
BOOKKEEPER /QUICKBOOKS
Warehouse positions all shifts// Recruiter
Specialist/ SALES
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ASK THE
INTERPRETER
With
Ray Vanacore
Board 10
Interpreter

We asked our Interpreter for more plays and
situations which we should be be more aware of.
Here are Ray’s play selections.
1)	
  B1	
  jumps	
  in	
  the	
  air	
  to	
  intercept	
  a	
  pass.	
  While	
  
s6ll	
  in	
  the	
  air	
  B1	
  throws	
  the	
  ball	
  to	
  the	
  ﬂoor.	
  B1	
  
returns	
  to	
  the	
  ﬂoor,	
  catches	
  the	
  ball	
  with	
  both	
  
hands	
  and	
  then	
  starts	
  a	
  dribble.	
  Is	
  this	
  a	
  legal	
  
play?	
  
No,	
  this	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  legal	
  play	
  but	
  rather	
  an	
  illegal	
  
dribbling	
  viola5on.	
  The	
  throwing	
  of	
  the	
  ball	
  to	
  
the	
  ﬂoor	
  while	
  B1	
  was	
  airborne	
  is	
  the	
  start	
  of	
  a	
  
dribble.	
  When	
  returning	
  to	
  the	
  ﬂoor,	
  B1	
  secures	
  
control	
  of	
  the	
  ball	
  with	
  both	
  hands,	
  at	
  which	
  
point	
  the	
  dribble	
  has	
  ended.	
  The	
  start	
  of	
  another	
  
dribble	
  is	
  not	
  legal.	
  B1	
  could	
  have	
  con5nued	
  the	
  
dribble	
  which	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  legal	
  play.	
  (See	
  Rule	
  4-‐
15)

SUMMER 2019

return	
  to	
  play	
  a@er	
  a	
  5me-‐out	
  for	
  either	
  a	
  
throw-‐in	
  or	
  free-‐throw,	
  any	
  delay	
  by	
  the	
  thrower	
  
or	
  shooter	
  can	
  warrant	
  the	
  resump5on	
  of	
  play	
  
procedure.	
  I	
  would	
  recommend	
  that	
  as	
  the	
  ad-‐
ministra3ng	
  oﬃcial	
  you	
  ﬁrst	
  a8empt	
  to	
  verbally	
  
instruct	
  the	
  player(s)	
  to	
  resume	
  play.	
  If	
  they	
  con-‐
5nue	
  to	
  ignore	
  your	
  aCempts,	
  then	
  sound	
  the	
  
whistle	
  to	
  indicate	
  resump5on	
  of	
  play.	
  The	
  ball	
  
shall	
  then	
  be	
  placed	
  at	
  the	
  disposal	
  of	
  the	
  
thrower	
  or	
  shooter	
  on	
  the	
  free	
  throw	
  line.	
  Then	
  
begin	
  the	
  required	
  count.	
  (See	
  Rules	
  4-‐38	
  &	
  8-‐1-‐
2)

3)	
  Between	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  fourth	
  quarter	
  and	
  
the	
  start	
  of	
  the	
  over6me	
  period,	
  Team	
  A,	
  who	
  
has	
  used	
  all	
  their	
  alloIed	
  6me-‐outs,	
  is	
  granted	
  
a	
  6me-‐out.	
  Can	
  a	
  team	
  be	
  granted	
  a	
  6me-‐out	
  
before	
  the	
  over6me	
  period	
  begins?
No.	
  The	
  addi5onal	
  60-‐second	
  5me-‐out	
  provided	
  
for	
  each	
  extra	
  period	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  granted	
  un5l	
  
the	
  ball	
  has	
  become	
  live	
  to	
  start	
  the	
  extra	
  pe-‐
riod.	
  (See	
  Case	
  Book	
  Play,	
  Situa6on	
  B)

4)	
  Jumpers	
  A1	
  and	
  B1	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  Center	
  Re-‐
straining	
  Circle	
  to	
  start	
  the	
  game.	
  A1	
  taps	
  the	
  
ball	
  and	
  B1	
  catches	
  it	
  before	
  the	
  jump	
  ball	
  ends.	
  
This	
  is	
  an	
  obvious	
  viola6on.	
  What	
  is	
  the	
  correct	
  
way	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  play?	
  

2)	
  Is	
  there	
  a	
  penalty,	
  when	
  aGer	
  a	
  6me-‐out,	
  A1	
  
who	
  is	
  to	
  aIempt	
  a	
  one	
  and	
  one,	
  delays	
  out-‐
side	
  the	
  free	
  throw	
  semi-‐circle?

A@er	
  the	
  oﬃcial	
  rules	
  this	
  a	
  viola5on,	
  the	
  ball	
  
shall	
  be	
  awarded	
  to	
  Team	
  A	
  for	
  a	
  throw-‐in	
  at	
  the	
  
divisional	
  line	
  opposite	
  the	
  scorers	
  table.	
  The	
  
scorer	
  would	
  then	
  be	
  instructed	
  to	
  set	
  the	
  pos-‐
session	
  arrow	
  toward	
  Team	
  B’s	
  basket	
  when	
  the	
  
ball	
  is	
  at	
  the	
  disposal	
  of	
  team	
  A.	
  (See	
  Rules	
  4-‐3-‐3	
  
&	
  4-‐12-‐1)

No,	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  penalty,	
  but	
  the	
  resump5on	
  of	
  
play	
  procedure	
  should	
  be	
  enforced.	
  When	
  teams 	
  

If you have a rules question, email it to: Ask
The Interpreter
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Aunt Chilada’s, voted New Haven’s Best Mexican Restaurant, is the perfect place for food, fun,
entertainment and parties for any occasion. Hold your next party here.
If you can’t come to us, no problem. We’ll cater and deliver to your home or office.
Eat, drink and be merry at Aunt Chilada’s.
3931 Whitney Ave., Hamden. (203) 230-4640. Charlie Hague, proprietor
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Calendar
Board 10 meeting schedule for 2019-20
All meetings will be held at Lyman Hall High School
Sunday October 20 Mandatory Rules Interpretation
meeting (auditorium)
Sunday November 10 (gymnasium)
Sunday December 8 -- Refresher Exam (cafeteria)
Sunday January 5 (gymnasium)
Sunday February 2 Annual Meeting (auditorium)
Banquet
Tuesday, April 7, 2020
Seasons Restaurant, Foxon Rd., East Haven

Helpful Links
Bd 10.COMmuniqué is an interactive, electronic document. Wherever you see text highlighted in
blue, bold, underlined type, that is a hot link to either an email address or a web page. Simply click
on that link to submit ideas and questions, or to get more information. Here are some helpful links:
• Board 10 Website	

• Ask Doctor Dan
• News & Notes	

• Ask The Interpreter	

• CIAC Officials’ Association • ArbiterSports
• Women’s Coordinating Committee	

 • Knowledge Bank%
• IAABO
• Member to Member Mart • Len on the Law!
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