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GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT:
I found myself doing some reading over the last several
weeks. One of the books I read was The Hidden Life of Trees by
Peter Wohlleben. He is an arborist that cares for forests in
Germany. It was a very enjoyable quick read. It is full of short
stories of how trees interact with one another; within the same
species, and in some cases among different species. I recommend it. Another book I just got done reading is Founding Gardeners by Andrea Wulf. Well, you can guess that the Founding
Gardeners is about the views and practices of George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison. It is a
great perspective that sheds light on how our "American Gardening" views were shaped by these men and their contemporaries. And now I must say that I need to add James Madison to my
ecological most admired list. Spoiler alert - "Madison's theory of
nature was complex and innovative. But at least since the early
1790's Madison had been struck by the symmetry of nature,
writing that the different species of flora and fauna 'have a relation and proportion' to one another". These views were expressed in addresses to the members of the Agricultural Society and widely printed and distributed internationally.
So here we are today. One of my contemporary heroes and
authors is Doug Tallamay. A few years ago, after I read Bringing
Nature Home, I am "all in" with Native Plants. Even though I
never read Rachel Carlson and Lorrie Otto, I hold them in high
regard as well. I am sure I will read their books for inspiration
some day.
Karl Ackermann
—————————————-———————————

The Porter County Master Gardener Show was a
great success!
Thank you to all
who helped & to
those who visited
our booth!
Photos courtesy of
Gayle Tokarz &
Helen Paskiewicz
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Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/
New Membership & Renewals:
$40 household - or - $25 student, ltd income

Send check to:

Wild Ones, 2285 Butte des Morts Beach
Rd., Neenah, WI 54956

Mark your check ‘Chapter 38’

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. at
Gibson Woods unless otherwise noted.

February 1, 2020
Aaron Stump, IN Wildlife Federation
Wild-life Friendly Habitat Workshop
Hosts: Dawn Vanzo, Tonia Flowers
March 7, 2020
Susan MiHalo, Nature Conservancy
Invasive and Exotic Species of Indiana
Hosts: Cheryl Tolbert, Cindy Pecor
April 4, 2020
Plant Sale Preparation
Plant ‘Fashion Show’
Hosts: Karen Folta, Shelley Fentress
May 2, 2020

** PLANT SALE **
Pot Luck for workers

June 6, 2020
Member Garden Walk
Details to be determined
Non-Members Welcome!
——————————————
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GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2019 Officers
President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net
Vice –President:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com
Secretary:
Tonia Flowers
(219)741-6392
butterflygardentf@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Program Coordinator:
Mickey Taylor
(219)742-2775
micktec24@yahoo.com
Membership Chair:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 20th
Corresponding Secretary:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net
Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER
Louise Standefer

THANK YOU
A HUGE THANK YOU to Maria & Ed Azcona (and their son) for the donation of window blinds, which will be used for future plant tags. And a BIG
SHOUT of THANKS to the volunteers who cut the blinds to the needed
length.

OUR GREENHOUSE GOT A FACELIFT!
New gravel was delivered to our greenhouses in mid-January. Several Lake County
Parks employees generously & expediently got it all laid down. It looks beautiful
guys!
Soil was delivered soon after the gravel was laid. Stacked up inside, again, by Lake
County Parks employees.
We appreciate the effort & all their hard work!!

SYMPOSIUM UPDATE
The theme for our 8th Biennial Symposium has been chosen!
Partners with Nature—Healing the Earth one Yard at a Time
There will be a committee meeting directly after our regular meeting. We will
discuss topics & possible speakers, and will review other planning responsibilities. If you are on the committee, please plan on staying for this discussion.

EDIE’S CORNER
Please let us know if you have a special request for anything that others
might have to share - or if you have something you’d like to share with others.
We will post the information in the next newsletter.
Requested: Edie Bukwa is still in need of newspaper for her elderly dog.
Requested: Gibson Woods staff is happy to take donations of craft and other
program supplies. If you have something you would like to donate, call 219844-3188 to see if we can use it, or if it’s a small amount, please put them in a
box/bag with your name on it (so we can thank you!) and leave with staff on
weekends. Anything we cannot use, will be sent to the Lake County Environmental Center ReUz Room or another park site that can use the items.
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Plant Study—New for 2020 by Jake Cseke
Swamp Candles (Lysimachia terrestris)
Family: Primrose (Primulaceae)
Lysimachia terrestris, commonly known as Swamp Candles, is a perennial
that can grow up to three feet tall. Other names are Swamp Yellow Loosestrife
and Earth Loosestrife. A single, unbranched green stem rises from the ground
that ends in a upright raceme of flowers that is typically from 4 to 12 inches in
length. Rarely, 1 to 2 upper lateral stems can also terminate in a raceme of flowers, albeit they are shorter than the main inflorescence. Narrow, hairless leaves
occur in pairs on opposite sides
of the main stem except from
the first several inches above
the ground. They are green and
can extend to 4 inches long and
¾ of an inch wide.
The flowers face in all directions along the raceme, and are
bright yellow with a little red near the center. They are ¾ of an
inch wide and have five petals. The stamens are white and end
in a small green ring-like structure. The inflorescence is quite
showy up close. Flowers appear in early to mid-summer and
usually persist for 2 to 4 weeks when planted in a large group.
They contain floral oil rather than nectar, which makes them quite unusual. Once the flowers die back they are
replaced by oval shaped capsules that contain few seeds.
Occasionally, bulblets are produced instead of flowers. They are oval, a half inch long and reddish brown.
The bulblets form in the axils of the upper sets of leaves near where one would expect the raceme to be. Rhizomatous roots or the bulblets produce plant clones, while the seeds create a new genome.
The plant thrives in sunny locations and prefers wet to moist soils. It can be found in wetlands, marshes and
swamps or along ponds or streams. Finding this plant in the wild usually indicates a high quality habitat.
Garden Uses:

Since it has rhizomes, it is best placed in an area
where it can spread freely.
Points of Interest: Beneficial for several bees. Forms bulblets on oc
casion.
Bloom Time:
Early to Mid-Summer
Flower Color:
Yellow
Height and Spread: 1-3’ tall and 1-2’ wide
Light:
Full Sun
Soil Moisture:
Wet - Mesic (moist)
Soil:
Well drained, prefers sandy soils
Maintenance:
Low
Attracts:
Bees

Definitions
Axil: It is the area on the upward side where the leaf meets the stem or branch.
Raceme: Flower array where they are positioned along an extended stalk and open in order toward the tip.
Inflorescence: In general, it is a grouping or cluster of flowers along a stem, for example as arranged in a raceme. There are many arrangements of flowers that can constitute an inflorescence.
Sources: www.illinoiswildflowers.info/prairie/plantx, www.prairiemoon.com
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Photo Credits: John Hilty (www.illinoiswildflowers.info)
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Plant Study—New for 2020 by Kim Moor
Woodland Sunflower - (Helianthus divaricatus)
Aster family (Asteraceae)
Helianthus divaricatus is an upright rhizomatous perennial wildflower. Plants grow up to 6’ tall with 1-3’ spread. It is erect branched with
smooth stems and long creeping rhizomes. Leaves are sharply pointed and
2-6” long. Blades can be lance shaped or ovate with smooth margins or
scattered teeth. The leaves are arranged in opposite pairs. They have a flat
John Hilty: https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/
(truncate) base and can be sessile or have very short petioles. Stems termisavanna/plants/wd_sunflower.html
nate in numerous 1-3” flowerheads that are held on slender stalks. From mid-summer until autumn,
plants are adorned with clusters of clear yellow daisy-like flowers. The
heads consist of 8-15 light yellow ray florets surrounding a golden cluster
of disc flowers. The clear yellow daisies glimmer in dappled shade. Tan
clusters of achenes appear when flowering has finished. Plants thrive and
form colonies in sunny or partly sunny sites with dry or moist sandy soil.
HABITAT: Helianthus divaricatus occurs in the eastern North America in
Quebec and Ontario and from Maine to the Florida panhandle and west
from Wisconsin to Oklahoma. Habitats include dry open woods, sparsely
wooded bluffs, savannas, open sandy or rocky woodlands, limestone glades,
hill prairies, moist to dry sand prairies and roadsides. This sunflower occurs most often in fairly dry uplands and occasionally in moist sandy habitats.
John Hilty: https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/savanna/
plants/wd_sunflower.html

CULTURAL & MAINTENANCE NEEDS: Helianthus divaricatus
naturalizes readily in open woods through most of the United States. Plants
are easy to grow in average or dry soils in part sun or part shade. This sunflower tolerates drought and will grow in loamy, sandy or rocky soil. In moist sandy soils, plants will tolerate full sun.
Plants can spread vigorously from rhizomes and may be too aggressive for small gardens. In natural areas, plant populations increase dramatically following controlled burns which suppress competitive woody species. This species is pest
resistant but may be occasionally nibbled by rabbits and deer.
LANDSCAPE USES: Masses or Groups of Helianthus divaricatus provide a lovely floral display that illuminates the
autumn Shade Garden. This sunflower is a good choice for a Wildlife Garden
or Meadow. Plants are also used as Butterfly Nectar Plants, Butterfly Host
Plants and Cut Flowers. This species has Showy Blooms and is appropriate for
Cottage Gardens, Water-wise Landscapes, Low Maintenance Plantings, Perennial Borders and Roadsides.
TRIVIA: The flower nectar and pollen appeals to honey bees, native bees,
beneficial wasps, pollinating flies, butterflies, skippers and beetles. At least 6
species of specialty bees (that only pollinate Helianthus spp.) visit the flowers.
Helianthus divaricatus hosts caterpillars of checkerspot butterflies, painted lady
butterflies and several moths. Seeds are eaten by several types of gamebirds,
songbirds and by small mammals. Mature colonies provide cover for many
kinds of wildlife.
Helianthus divaricatus can be differentiated from other native sunflowers by its
relatively smooth stems and very short or non-existent leaf stalks.
Sun Exposure:
Soil Moisture:
Height:
Bloom Time:
Bloom Color:

Partial, Shade
Medium, Medium-Dry, Dry
4 - 6 feet
July, August, September
Yellow

Source: http://www.newmoonnursery.com/plant/Helianthus-divaricatus
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Reveal, James L. https://www.wildflower.org/
gallery/result.php?id_image=62390

Sessile - refers to leaves without a stalk
Petiole - a stalk that attaches a leaf to the plant stem.
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OUR GREENHOUSE
Our plants waiting for us and our TLC

Rolling our sleeves up & workin’ our MAGIC

We’ve already got some Blooms!

Check out our
beautiful new
floor
Square stem of a
Cup Plant
(You would think
it’s in the Mint
family, but it’s not.
Hmm.)
Volume 21, Issue 2

(photo courtesy of Peggy
Foster)
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CLIMATE CORNER
Our chapter of Wild Ones has committed to 2020 being the year we focus on the benefits of native plants in regard to
our changing climate. This is a large and complicated issue and the solutions range from societal wide to individual actions. I believe that we, the dedicated members of Wild Ones, hold the key to a relatively easy contribution to this effort
that each of us has the capacity to fulfill. We can build on the worldwide momentum by putting forth a united effort of
promoting and educating the public (and ourselves) about the climate benefits of planting native plants in our yards,
schools, churches and parks, while remaining engaged in our usual activities. This falls in line with our mission which is
“to educate people across the country about the importance of native plants and natural practices to reduce the effects of
climate change and support pollinators, beneficial insects, and the environment.” As members of Wild Ones we can support our mission and this year’s climate focus through the sharing of knowledge at our meetings, during our activities and
by letting me know of anything that you’d like to touch on in this corner of our newsletter.
I look forward, with your help, to seeing where this renewed commitment takes us!
Respectfully, Jake Cseke
————————————————————————————————-———————————

THINGS TO DO

bers and kinds of birds you see. We will have tools for you to use
on-site. Help us learn more about the birds of our neighborhoods.
———————————

Programs & Hikes

Call for details & to register 219-844-3188

Gibson Woods

Oak Ridge Prairie

6201 Parrish Ave.
301 South Colfax Street
Hammond, IN
Griffith, IN 46323
———————————

Quilling for Beginners

Name That Tune: Frogs and Toads

Gibson Woods Wednesdays March 4, 11, 18
9:30-11AM Adults
Frogs and toads make all sorts of unusual sounds. Learn the peeps,
croaks, grumbles and groans of the Calumet Region’s amphibian
crooners. Pre-registration recommended.

Gibson Woods Tuesdays, Feb 4th - 25th from 9:30-11 AM
Come and learn how to quill or continue a project you are working
on. Cardstock, quilling paper and tools supplied. Designed for ages
15 and up. Pre-registration required for each session.
$5 per session
———————————

Name That Toon

Gibson Woods Wednesdays, Feb 5-26 2020 from 9:30-11 AM
Increase your birding lists by enhancing your birding skills! Join
us each week as we familiarize ourselves with the bird songs we
hear in Northwest Indiana throughout the year. Pre-registration
recommended, call 219-844-3188.
———————————

Southern Lake County Parks In Autumn/Winter

Thursday, February 13: Grand Kankakee From 9:30-11 AM
Enjoy our local autumn and winter wonderlands with a park naturalist at the parks in the southern part of the county. Please dress
for weather! Pre-registration required, call 219-844-3188.
———————————

Valentine's Day Hot Chocolate Hike

Gibson Woods February 14, 2020, 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Looking for a simple way to spend Valentine’s Day? Join us as we
take a hike around Gibson Woods and then warm up with some hot
chocolate afterwards. Please dress for the weather. Pre-registration
required, call 219-844-3188. Program is designed for adults.
———————————

Backyard Bird Count

Gibson Woods Friday, February 14 to Sunday, February 16
11AM-4PM All ages
Need to get out of the house during these winter days but want to
do something different? Join in a worldwide bird count right from
our bird viewing room! People of all ages and walks of life worldwide join the four-day count each February to create an annual
snapshot of the distribution and abundance of birds. For at least 15
minutes on one or more days of the count, simply tally the num-
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IN Nature
If you haven’t been to or heard of Indiana Nature, LLC
please check them out & join their community. The everdeveloping website features Great American Indiana Nature
(GAIN) Projects. So far, they have put together extensive information on Trees, Lepidoptera, and Written Resources. With plans
to expand to other subjects. The coolest part about these projects
is that Indiana residents contribute findings and information, so
it’s a community project! Follow these links:
IN Nature website: https://www.indiananature.net/
Facebook community - for everything Indiana Nature:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/659140774243804/
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