 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1                                                 Revelation--Chap # 1
v-1-The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants what must soon take place.
This book is closely related to the events in Daniel—In Dan 12: 8 & 9 we read: “Although I heard, I did not understand.  Then I said, My Lord, what shall be the end of these things?  And he said, Go your way Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end.”

In Revelation 22:10, it says “do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand”

--(the generations between the time of Daniel and the Church Age has been sealed- but for the Churches they are to know the meaning of this book—“the time is at hand”—As each day passes it is that much closer to the end of the Church Age (ch 2 & 3)- because Chapter 4:1- the church is raptured.

v-3=Blessed— a special blessing to those who reads, hears & takes it to heart!

 ---( They adhere to it !==They use it advantageously !
V-4= The address.== To the Seven Churches  --in the province of Asia==
 ques— Why these Seven Churches ?===
    --There were a lot more churches than these Seven—
      The Church at Jerusalem—( The mother Church) --James -Head of the Church there.

     -Antioch-The first Gentile/Christian Church--Corinth-Philippi- Miletus-Thessalonica-Colossae, Derbe, Iconium, Rome, Lystra- and others==

Because these seven churches were very unique =they represent seven stages of Church History-and they have a specific message)-
   ---They have a Four Fold Application====

a.) -- They are Seven Local Churches in Asia

b.) -- They are related Ecclesiastically- in other words - they are concerned with Church matters— The Churches must look out for the problems that are noted in them-

c.) — They are personally directed.--( “let him who has an ear -hear”)--They are directed to individuals.

d.) — They are Prophetical == ( From beginning to the end)==From Pentecost, the birth of the Church until the Rapture--the taking home of the Church)--

There are also Seven Parables that identify each of these Seven Churches and there are Seven Epistles that Paul wrote to particular Churches that identify each of these particular Churches.==
==(This only goes to show that God by His great design of the scriptures    has many structures to show that truly the Bible is the Word of God.!!)

Now the Book of Revelation is broken into Three Sections-

v-19 gives the outline of the book-it says-write therefore,

1. “the things which you have seen’—(the Resurrected Christ until presently)

---speaks of Chapter 1:9-18.

2. “what are now”-- _(The Churches –the Holy  Spirit given at Pentecost until the Holy Spirit takes the church out,(the rapture),-
--(speaks of Chapters 2 & 3)-

3. “what will take place later”---(after the church is taken out-

--(speaks of chapters 4-22)_

 Ch # 1— is the Revelation of Jesus- the Glorified Christ !==

 Ch # 2 & 3 — The Seven Churches -which show the entirety                           of Church History--

 Ch # 4-22 — The things that will be after the Church Age, or Church Period (4:1-the Church is raptured-(translated)--caught up in the air to Jesus--

   Chapters 4 & 5 show the Church in heaven-

   Chapters 6- 19 detail the wrath of tribulation-

   Chapter 19 -the Lord returns to earth to rule for 1000 years.-(Satan is locked up then after the 1000 years he is released to stir up the people born in                        the Millennium-and then he is thrown into the Lake of Fire where the False Prophet and the Beast (Anti-Christ), were.

  Chapter 20-The Great White Thrown Judgment-(the books were opened for judgment and the Book of Life which contains the names of the Saved.

  Chapter 21-The new heaven and earth which contains no seas-

 Chapter 22- The Tree of Life =Eternity!!            

v-19- John is to write history, (ch 1)- the present,-(ch 2 & 3),  and the future, (ch 4-22).

v-20 tells us the mystery of the seven stars and the golden lamp stands-

--( Note: the 7 stars are the messengers (angels)- of the churches and

  the lamp stands are the Churches.)
=Now each of the Churches were to receive this letter.  It was directed to all Seven.

                                             EPHESUS
                                       ( The First Church)

This Church was located in Ephesus.== It was the First Church Period from 33 A.D to100 A.D.-( It represents the Church History of that period.)- It is called the Apostalic Period, because they functioned during this period.-
v-2-is the only time the Apostles are mentioned !--—
==(although directed to Ephesus- it was for all the churches in this particular era-)-

= This church also identifies Christians of today===(in fact you’ll find that each church identifies different so called-Christians. )
Ephesus was one of the largest Churches of the N.T. times.--
-(Paul started the church-- it was a wicked city given over to worship of the goddess Artemis-- and had the temple of Diana there-- (1000 prostitutes)-
=(they were Hedonists-part of their religious ceremony was fornication)
==There were also some deep spiritual elders there –(Acts 20:17-38)==After Paul, there was Timothy –the John.
Read the Chapter-(2:1-8)
Now the name of each Church has a profound meaning.  The meaning of the name Ephesus is “Maiden of Choice - or Darling”- A romantic term.--Indicating the romance of First Love, or the Desired One.

This Church was characterized by a fervent evangelism.–(they went out on the streets and told people about Jesus–they brought their families to the Lord- their friends- and the church grew by leaps and bounds.)=

 It was of course made up of mostly Jewish Christians, who had great Zeal !in fact the Jewish Christians were characteristic for their evangelism-- 

==but the Gentile Christians were characteristic for their indifference and apostacy!=

The Parable for this church is Matt 13: 1-23-(read)-
v-1-Jesus is in the midst of the Churches.(He Who holds the 7 stars in His right hand and walks in the midst of them 
v-2 & 3= “ I know your deeds” ( works)-=-This was a Working Church–

-(not only did they witness to others -they wanted to serve the Lord—How many today want to witness for the Lord– how many want to serve the Lord–

Now many say they want to do these things–but they never do them– because they have to sacrifice their personal time- which many are not willing to do._)

--So- The Lord is commending the Church for it’s service.--  Service for Jesus is Works!

        A joyous labor!  --Nothing is too small !!   

   — after being saved many Christians don’t understand that then we go on to a life of “Good Works”!--(Eph 2:10- says our works are pre-ordained for us.)-

--(after you get saved–what is your next step— you want to learn about your new life–so you want to get involved in Bible Study–it’s even better to get personal discipleship from another Christian–then we want to start doing something for the Lord—what are you good at– helping–etc ?)-

v-2- “I know you cannot tolerate wicked men”

--This was also a “Separated Church”- ( Paul was a Pharisee-  and the Lord probably used his knowledge of Separation  because he wrote a deal of our being separated.   

-(the next thing- they realize they don’t want to run with the old crowd anymore– because everything has changed– they don’t want to hear dirty jokes anymore– when someone takes the Lord’s Name in vain– they cringe–they don’t feel good when they pull out their drugs– or alcohol– or their pornographic material—

--( We are also told to mark them who cause “Divisions and Offenses” and avoid them.==(Rom 16:17) –separate from them-or you will join them
  --Church discipline is unheard of today, but this church practiced it !--( The Church of Corinth ex-communicated the man who practiced incest.)
--When a ex-communicated person repented of his sins- he was allowed back into the Church but watched very carefully and placed on probation.--He was allowed to sit in the back of the church and then slowly work his way to the front --

v-2 also says they tested those who claimed to be Apostles and found them false--( Satan sows tares among the Lord’s wheat field==today many are in Church for personal gain-because of money-or to sell something— We are to test before we act or put them in a position.)
–(many claim to be Christians but are not !–and many disguise themselves as Christians but are not==) Paul says “examine yourself-are you in the faith–if you do this your in– if you do that =your not)--

That’s been the good news--now the bad news!!!
V-4- “Yet I hold this against you--You have left your first love”-

ques--How do you leave your first love?--Notice--they didn’t lose it-they left it !!

Ans - It became routine--(there is a tendency to take it for granted)== We see this in marriage all the time--when husbands and wives take each other for granted-then

the honeymoon is over !==

–(after the first two years of romantic love– then they start having children- and the finances get stretched- and problems start to arise– and before long– their love is kind of taken for granted–and sometimes the affection for each other stops–then their intimacy stops–and before long they’ve drifted )_ 

 --- ( We have to guard against that by working at it.--by endearments, by treating the other person affectionately and doing things for them that they like )-

--With the Lord--we must guard our love by keeping it hot—by submission to His Will and abiding by His Word--

  — An abundant life requires day to day intimate fellowship with God.!

–(You can’t be in that type of relationship with the Lord if you are not in His Word every day-----quote statistics of Christians who read the Word)

Christ’s Counsel
v-5--(Read)
  --( He admonished them to take inventory of their spiritual lives- They needed to Repent or turn from their coldness and indifference !!--)

   ---So although they were working and doing service for the Lord as indicated in v 2, they were doing it for the wrong motive--they weren’t doing it because of love !!!

   ---( some people get so caught up in the work because they feel important-that’s wrong.!!)

Notice =the consequences for not repenting=== “I will come to you and remove your lampstand form it’s place”!!
–(they have jeopardized their eternal life–they have grown ‘cold & indifferent’–=without love there is no obedience–without obedience there is sin-- and where there is sin-there is no faith-- and where there is no faith- there is no grace !!–)-

-Repent–(get back and do the things that you did at first–)!

An Autonomus Church
v-6--(Read)
   --the Nicolaitans were followers of  Nicolas--( Acts 6:5- he  was one of the seven men chosen to be the first Deacons.-- ==(He was a Gentile who became a Jewish Convert and then became a Christian and then was chosen to be a Deacon .)--

   ==Now we see that he became an Elder who established himself as the all important one.--He set up other Elders and started sinful practices--

 ===The word Ni-co in Greek means to Conquer--and Laity means Congregation-

     ( They became rulers over the congregation--those who want Titles and Names to be set above— To be called the Head  --)

--They also ate foods offered to idols and practiced fornication!!==

===They practiced sensuality by separating their spiritual and physical natures-thus giving

 themselves a license to sin.!

Jesus set an example how to be a leader in John 13:4--He said   “the one who is greatest among you--should be the servant of all!!--then He washed His Disciples feet...

I Peter 1:5 says “not lording over others but be an example !”

Acts 20:29-31--( Paul was sailing to Jerusalem and stopped at Miletus and called for the elders at Ephesus to join him--and he warned them what would happen !!

  --Paul had spent three years in Ephesus teaching them house  by house.--He was very concerned for their spiritual lives.!!

V-7--(Read)
---Notice   “He”--it’s personal! To“Him”that overcomes==overcomes what?--leaving  their love of Christ!!!
---(The Lord wants a Love Relationship--We have to abandon all that stands in the way!!)

- He abandoned All For Us !!!--

 Love is the Fruit of the Spirit--It comes from yielding and being in submission to the Holy Spirit— when that happens--He fills us with His Spirit--One of the results is we receive Love along with the other fruit --

  --Love is the motivation for Obedience!!!
 Without Love there will be no submission!!-- It’s a circle!!!

–(your either in Love with Jesus or you are in love with yourself.–The one you love the most is the one you will obey— your will of Jesus’ Will)

Notice- to him who repents--he will eat from the “ tree of life” which is in paradise!

--remember Adam & Eve after they had sinned were ex-spelled from the Garden of Eden so that they could not eat anymore of the “tree of life”.- they would now die physically.

We will eat of the Tree of Life forever and enjoy Eternal Life with Jesus Christ!!!!

He that has an ear “Hear”-Hearers are the Doers of the Word of God.
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