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Donation hits the right key
Charlotte Chorale gets $10,000 from
Harbor Nissan for Steinway piano
The Charlotte Chorale
received a $10,000
donation from Harbor
Nissan, which was used to
buy a Steinway piano for
rehearsals.
“We were so pleased
and honored to have
been awarded this most
generous donation from
Harbor Nissan,” said Janet
Sims, marketing director
for the Charlotte Chorale,
in a news release.
The Chorale has not had
a rehearsal piano since
earlier this year because of
a rehearsal venue change.
“A temporary portable
electronic piano was being
used in the interim with
the hopes of purchasing a
quality used professional
piano sometime in the
future, and winning this

Punta Gorda. Rehearsals
begin in October, and for
more information visit
www.charlottechorale.
com.

Call for
nominations
The Uncommon
award was perfect timing
Friends Foundation is
as our rehearsals begin in taking nominations for
October,” said Sims.
its 2019 Business Ethics
The Charlotte Chorale
Award from businesses in
is a nonproﬁt choral
the region.
organization with about
The award is for
70 singers, who sing under businesses that “conthe direction of William
sistently demonstrate a
Dederer. Three choral
system-wide commitment
concerts are performed
to high ethical business
each year, including a
practices,” according
Christmas Concert in
to a news release from
Uncommon Friends.
December, which will
Businesses can nombe held at the Charlotte
Performing Arts Center in inate themselves or be

nominated by a third-party. The online nomination
form and guidelines are
at uncommonfriends.org
and are due by Sept. 1.
In its 26th year, the
Uncommon Friends
Foundation, based in
Fort Myers, is focused
on character building
involving youth and
business leaders. For more
information call 239-3379503, or email events@
burroughshome.com

Free retirement
planning seminar
Seniors Blue Book
University is offering a
free seminar on making
assets last longer for a
comfortable retirement.
The seminar is June
5 at the Port Charlotte
Library, 2280 Aaron St.,
in Port Charlotte, from
1-2:30 p.m.
“Get answers to valuable questions about elder
law, ﬁnancial planning,
supplemental insurance,
Medicaid/VA planning,

PHOTO PROVIDED

The Charlotte Chorale received a $10,000 donation from Harbor
Nissan, and the group used that to buy a Steinway piano. Left
to right: Sharon Martin, Bob Foreman, Jodie Roberts and Peg
Grimm.
reverse mortgages/
equity lines of credit, and
wealth preservation,”
states a news release
about the event, which
includes a panel of
experts.
The event is free,
but RSVP is required.
To reserve a spot, call
941-351-3630.

Visually Impaired
Peer Group meets
The Visually Impaired
Peer Group of Charlotte
County is asking anyone
with visual impairment to
join them.
The group meets
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Charlotte Technical College
graduates overcome challenges
Graduation ceremony held on Thursday in Punta Gorda
By BRIANNA KWASNIK
STAFF WRITER

“It’s never too late,” he
said. “The best choice
I made in a long time,
Stephon Parker, 32,
I can’t complain since I
enrolled in the building
went to CTC.”
and construction program
Nick Piscitelli, Adult
at Charlotte Technical
Career Specialist at CTC
College so he could build a said, “ He is the student
house for his family.
they love to have at CTC.”
In those plans, he never
According to Piscitelli,
anticipated a divorce or
Parker received many
having to go to court to de- accolades at CTC, and
termine the custody of his came out of the other
now 3-year-old daughter.
side of his hardships with
He also found out he
a job.
would need to earn a GED
“We change lives at
after there was confusion
CTC,” Piscitelli said.
over a Certiﬁcate of
Completion he received in
Seeing Through
2006.
Hardships
“From the moment
Krystal Keller is a
I enrolled in Charlotte
Technical College, it was a graduate from the dental
assisting program. She is a
magical moment,” Parker
wife and a mother of two
said.
kids.
CTC helped him ﬁgure
She told the audience
out what he needed to do
at Thursday’s graduation
to earn his GED. He had
held at the Charlotte
SUN PHOTO BY BRIANNA KWASNIK
to take the ACT test, a
Performing Arts Center
standardized test used to
Members of the criminal justice program at Charlotte Technical College: Diego Ramirez, Jarod Trotter, Celne Wodka, Jo-Angelina
in Punta Gorda about her
determine college admisCarmelitano, Eliane Champagne, Anna Paerschke, and Julia Ford, and instructor Dan DePietro.
struggles throughout the
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“I studied my butt off,”
realized
the program
Construction Technology completed his second
encouraged her, and saw
Her husband got called
he said. “I’ve been through away on storm duty for
instructor Joe Jones, who program at Charlotte
was not what he exto it that she made it

