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Our Mission
The Bradley County Master Gardeners promote environmental stewardship
through a network of volunteers who
provide research-based informaon and
educaon to Tennessee communies in
home gardening and related areas. As
part of our mission, the program supports connued educaon and development for commi#ed volunteers.

2016 Oﬃcers
Bradley County Extension Agent
Kim Frady
kfrady1@utk.edu
Agricultural Extension Agent
Patrick Swea
pswea @utk.edu
President, Johnnie Arne
jarne 68@charter.net

Fall Junior Master Gardener class set to begin
A dream has become reality with the help of Bradley
County Master Gardeners.

Juvenile Jus"ce Center
Judge Swaﬀord and several
master gardeners started with
a dream of mentoring and
teaching young people about gardening. The ﬁrst class lasted 23
weeks and contained middle school and high school students. The
students and the gardeners learned a lot from each other. The program evolved into a 13-week program to be conducted twice a year.
Even though this program was designed to help young people, I believe it has taught both
young and old about each other, as well as the science and gra"ﬁca"on of growing vegetables.
The fall session began on Tuesday, August 23 at the Juvenile Jus"ce Center on Johnson Boulevard. I would love to see some new adult faces. Anyone interested in helping should contact
Leslie Humberd at lhumberd@bradleyschools.org or lshumberdpersonal@gmail.com.
It some"mes takes a village, or at least some willing gardeners, to raise a child!
Leslie Humberd
Master Gardener

Vice President, Melody Savio
melodysavio@a .net
Co-VP, Arleene McAree
macintenn@hotmail.com
Secretary, Linda Merri
clanofmany@aol.com
Treasurer, Steve Humberd
Membership Administrators
Jerry and Ernie Eppinga
jerryann66@gmail.com
Project Coordinators
Bruce and Phyllis Tilden
phyllis@uncommonink.com
Historian , Brianne Yancy
brianneyancy@gmail.com
Next meeng: Sept. 1, 2016
At member Julie Halsey’s home

Message from Johnnie
Hello everyone,

We had a great mee"ng this month, we missed those of you who could not
a end. Our next project is the Cow Pea Fes"val, which is September 10th. We
passed around a sign-up sheet and got several people to sign up, but s"ll need a few
more. Jerry & Ernie Eppinga are the project coordinators for this event. Jerry’s email
is: jerryann66@gmail.com. I will email the work schedule this week, so please look at it and let
Jerry know if you can assist. If you can only work an hour for take down or set up, that will help
too.
On another note, a couple of you have told me you have your “MG Hours” completed and
would like to get your oﬃcial MG Badge. Please contact our Membership Administrator, Jerry Eppinga and she will get with Kim to order those.
Our September mee"ng will be held at Julie Halsey’s home on September 1. We will be discussing the Cleveland Apple Fes"val which is in October and I hope to see you there.
Johnnie Arne , President BCMG
Master Gardener

BCMG is an educaonal outreach program of the University of Tennessee Extension Instute of Agriculture.
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Eight steps to a
great fall garden

Volunteer and CEU Opportunies
Volunteer opportuni es
♦

Junior Master Gardener Project Assistants Needed, Tuesdays,
5:30-7:30 p.m., August 23 - November 22
The Jr. Master Gardener Project is a coopera"ve project
with the Bradley County Juvenile Court and BCMG Volunteers. Par"cipants in the 13-session program are middle
school age students who have been referred to the court
for minor oﬀenses and that the court feels would beneﬁt
from an interven"on program. Students learn basic soil
and plant science with both lecture and hands-on instruc"on.
Assitants will work directly with students to reinforce instruc"on as well as mentor students in basic gardening
ac"vi"es and are expected to be a posi"ve inﬂuence on
students and maintain conﬁden"ality.
For more informa"on contact Robin Ramsey, 4-H Agent
and JMG Liaison at rramsey3@utk.edu or 423-728-7001 or
Leslie Humberd at lshumberdpersonal@gmail.com.

♦

1.

Begin with removing
depleted vegeta"on
from the exis"ng
growing area.

2.

Turn over the soil by any means to renew the aera"on
process.

3.

Blend in composted material as required to rejuvenate the
exis"ng spent soil.

4.

Around Sept 1, search out any newly arriving transplants
of your choice from any of our garden centers. When they
receive the plants we can proceed with our schedule.

5.

Any fall seed selec"ons can be made at this "me as well.
Remember to read the labels as to harvest "me.

6.

Throughout September and October any seed or transplants will need close supervision for water deﬁciencies
and insect control.

7.

If we make it to the ﬁrst frost, we should be home free for
insects. Con"nuous watering will be required, as necessary for a sa"sfactory fall produc"on.

8.

If all goes well, by mid-November into late December
should be produc"ve.

Cowpea Fes val, Saturday, September 10, 10:00 a.m.
A great opportunity to help fes"val a endees with their
gardening ques"ons and conundrums. The fes"val is held
at Charleston City Park, Charleston, TN. And it really is a lot
of fun! Contact Jerry Eppinga at jerryann66@gmail.com.

Dave Hopper
Master Gardener

Con nuing Educa on Opportuni es
♦

Coming up at Tennessee River Seed Library Organic Gardening
Workshops
Season Extension & Cover Crops, September 13
Compos ng & Biodynamics, October 11
Workshops are led by Troy Teets of Spring Creek Veggies
and take place 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. at the E.G. Fisher Library
Community Room, Athens.

♦

Volunteer Gardener, 10:00am Saturday mornings, PBS
This half-hour program features diﬀerent gardening
techniques each week.

♦

Fall Gardeners’ Fes val, August 30, 9a.m. - 3p.m. (CENTRAL)
Walking tours of UT Gardens-Crossville. Educa"onal displays. Ask-the-Expert Tent. Garden Vendors. More.
Admission is free. Registra"on begins at 8 a.m. Central.
Schedule a ached. www.ccmga.org.

Interested in how gardening
inﬂuenced U.S. history? Here’s
a recommended book:

Founding Gardeners, Andrea Wulf
A look at the founding fathers from the
unique and in"mate perspec"ve of their
lives as gardeners, plantsmen, and farmers.
As Publisher’s Weekly put it, “Not only did
Washington, Adams, Jeﬀerson, and Madison operate farms, all
believed agriculture was the noblest occupa"on and the founda"on of democracy.
“Detailed botanical descrip"ons, garden layouts, and crop
yields of their estates may appeal more to fans of hor"culture
than of history, but Wulf oﬀers a deligh@ul new perspec"ve on
the men we usually associate more with poli"cs than with
plants.”
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