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You are invited and your attendance is encouraged at our yearly annual
review on Sunday, January 12, 2020 after worship. This is when we hold the passing of
our budget and the changing of the officers officially for 2020. We worship and witness
the installation of our officers as well as the ordination of our new Deacons. Following
worship, we join together for a Potluck Luncheon. Please bring something to share for
the lunch and then we will pause for the meeting. Plan to attend this very important meeting held in the
Community Life Center.

7

This year’s Winterfaith will be a different approach as we discuss how different
religions approach activism, or acting upon their faith in the world in which we live.
Two exciting speakers and right in the middle a panel discussion highlight this very
special break from just basic tenets of other faiths. This will lead us to see religions in
the context of the actions we are all called to take. This will be fascinating and we’re
hoping you will invite your neighbors and friends to be a part. Lunch will again be $8. Let’s fill the CLC!

Books available in the church office for $12
As we prepare for a very special event to celebrate “buying local,” we have a
chance to read and present the book: Local Is Our Future by Helena Norberg-Hodge. The
move of creating a better balance between globalization and local production and
economies of scale will have a large impact on the environment and our key to happiness
and success. The world-wide localization movement will be our focus so plan to learn
about this very important way of living. Bring your questions as well as opinions for a great discussion!

The Women’s Fellowship will meet on Monday, January 6, 2020. Everyone is
invited to attend either circle. If you have questions, call Kay Elder at 336-449-5933.
The Morning Circle will meet in the CLC classroom at 10:30 am. Vicki Price and Gayle
Pollard are the hostesses. The Evening Circle will meet at 7:00 pm in the library at the church.
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Call to Ministry
The Season of Epiphany is
grounded in Ministry. Realization that
Jesus is the Christ is the Epiphany,
or “Aha” moment of the season. It
is shared with us as Jesus is baptized
and begins his ministry. In much of epiphany worship there are Bible
accounts of Jesus calling on the Disciples to follow. In Jesus is a
calling and for us it is a calling to the ministry of the church and
living our faith.
Ministry is another way of saying Christian practice. Ministry
is the more familiar term that we have used. In the church it often
gets relegated to doing a job for the church. Our Nominations process
which just recently took place and positioned people onto our 5
boards, 11 committees, or into fellowships and individual jobs such as
ushering, treasurer, flower coordinator, etc. We don’t always think of
this as ministry, certainly not a practice, but reasonably a job to keep
the church going!
Well! Let me share differently! It is ministry. Every time we
involve ourselves into acting upon our faith, we are actually
performing some kind of Christian practice or doing some form of
ministry. Living our faith in discipleship to Jesus and the way He has
shown us is essential to making decisions on our building, how we will
teach our youth and children, feeding the Homeless, providing funding
for the many projects we do, and delivering worship services along

with the way the participants play a part is ministry! People’s lives
are and can be changed when we do this vital work. Often it doesn’t
seem this way, but bringing our faith to what we do matters. That is
ministry, or faith in action.
As we begin 2020, a new decade unfolds, and we are
called to ministry yet again. This invitation comes with the idea that
even the littlest thing we do in behalf of faithful living or witness
should be seen as an act of love, hope, making a difference, and
transforming actions. At the very least, there is always the
POSSIBILITY of this taking place. If we see it as a job, or a burden
we must do, it could lack the potential to witness to the love of
Christ, stewardship of what we have received, the message of loving
our neighbor as ourselves, and showing forth the love of God that
fills our whole being. Maybe this new decade is a new call to
profoundly see ourselves as Christian followers about the tasks and
ministries that will show forth the glory of God in all we do!
I hope this is a most exciting year of ministry and growth
for the church. As we understand Christian practices and Ministry
more deeply in this coming year, know that the call remains active
and strong. But, let me also look back before ending to share the
heartfelt thanks of Bev and I for the outpouring of gifts and ways of
expressing your love at Christmas. We feel so appreciated and at
home here and it always encourages me even more to be in ministry
at Elon Community Church! Thank you and Happy New year!
Love,

Randy

SENIOR PASTOR’S
BIBLE STUDY
Every Sunday at 9:30 am in the Library
The Gospel of Matthew: The First Gospel? Continued...
As we come into the new year, we continue to study the First
Gospel in the New Testament. Matthew is the first listed in the New
Testament. However, it doesn’t mean it was the first written.
Understanding the themes and context of the when’s and the why’s of it’s
creation are part of our fascinating study of this most beloved Gospel. We will continue to do
verse by verse study of this book allowing us to hear the story of Jesus and how Gospel, sharing
the good news, is presented as the foundation of what we know as the New Testament. Join us!

We will be serving dinners for
the Elon University Softball team during
the last week of January. If you are
interested in hosting the softball team
at your home and providing dinner,
please let the church office know. Or if
you would like to work with a couple
other people to provide a meal and
serve it at the church, let the office
know, and we can pair you up!

Page 3

The Torch

addressing bullying which for young people in this day and time is a
real concern. Alicia Crosby is the speaker for the retreat. There is much
excitement with the group about this trip that we are taking!
With a new year comes new
Every four years the United Church of Christ sponsors a
excitement and new opportunities. 2019
National Youth Event. In 2020, the National Youth Event will be held
has been a great year for my ministry here on the campus of Purdue University. We look forward to taking a
at Elon Community Church. We have just group of our youth there from July 22-25th. With that said, fundraisers
come off of a wonderful Advent and
will be in our future and in January we will have a Gift Wall go up so
Christmas season where our children and youth blessed us with a
that you will have an opportunity to donate to their trip. Watch for
wonderful message during worship, we had a beautiful new cantata,
the wall to be created on the bulletin board outside my office. We
and we will be able to “let go” of those things weighing on us as we love to underwrite part of their trip and sponsor those who cannot
enter a new year.
afford the $375 cost.
As I previously expressed, I am overwhelmed with the
I will be away from January 1-13 aa Ted and I go to
children and youth that we have participating at the church now. In
Canberra Australia to visit his daughter, Lyn. Looking forward to a time
just a couple weeks, we will take 22 youth and 5 adults to the Winter of relaxation and exploring a new place! I know the year ahead will be
Youth Retreat at Blowing Rock Conference Center. This is definitely the exciting for the life this church. I look forward to us growing together
largest group that I have traveled with. I am so excited. The group will in the love and light of Christ!
be talking about ways we love one another. There will be session
Pastor Sharon

COOL/EDGE
(5th-7th /8th-12th Grade)
January 5

Meet at the church. We will discuss our trip to
Blowing Rock and prepare our Gift Wall to raise
money to go to the National Youth Event.

January 17-20

Winter Youth Retreat—Meet at church at 4:30 pm

February 2

Super Bowl Party—location to be announced.

Thank you so much for the staff gift I was
presented in December. I appreciate your love and support
each of you show me on a daily basis.
- Sharon Wheeler
Thank you to all the members, friends, and my
co-workers at Elon Community Church for my staff gift,
along with all the thoughtful individual gifts I received
throughout the holiday season. It is a blessing to be a part
of the good work this church does every year!

Love, Monica

January 12

Pastor Randy will join the group and talk about
Peace and Christianity with the story of Jesus
calming the storm—Boat project!

January 19

No Meeting—Martin Luther King Weekend

January 26

Peace and Christianity—Jesus
appears to the Disciples—Peace
Windsock and Bubble game.

Come Join The
Walking Group
at ECC
On Tuesday and
Thursday mornings a few of us are walking at the church in
the CLC. If you would be interested in walking, please come
join us at 9 am on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.
Questions? See Sharon Wheeler.
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First Baptist Church Elon Presentation on Ministry in Japan
On Sunday, January 5, 2020, CBF Field Personnel missionaries, Carson and Laura Foushee, will be at First Baptist Church Elon to share
about their work and ministry in Japan over the last six years. Carson, an Elon University alumnus, was an active part of their congregation
while a student at Elon. He and his wife Laura, and their new baby Ada, will be leading in worship at FBC Elon on Sunday morning, and then
giving a more in-depth discussion in the evening at 6:00 pm in their sanctuary called "Ministry as Learner." They will include a question and
answer session, and is open to individuals of all ages - children, teenagers, and adults. The Foushees have spent a lot of time learning the
language, culture, and values of the Japanese over the last six years and have partnered with the Japanese Baptist Convention to hopefully
establish a long term presence in Japan. If you have time on January 5, you are invited!

We are a Creation Justice Church, not just a creation protection church, because we recognize that
those who are most affected by climate change and environmental degradation are usually those who have
contributed the least to it. People with little power are often hurt by the environmental callousness of people
with more power. We, the church, inspired by the acts and teachings of Jesus, are called to recognize these
injustices and to respond.
On Thursday, February 6, at 6:30 pm you are invited to bring a vegetarian dish to share in the CLC. We will enjoy food and
fellowship together. We will view two short videos – one from PBS on environmental justice and the other from the NC Environmental Justice
Network on environmental racism in eastern North Carolina. We will have time to discuss some steps we can take to address environmental
injustice locally and beyond. Please come! Sign up on the insert in the bulletin or let the office know so we can set up accordingly.

On January 27 at 7:00 pm, the Soaring High Book Club will meet to discuss A Man Called Ove (pronounced oo-va,
by the audio reader). Disclaimer: This book is not for those grieving fresh loss. Rather it’s a manual about how a grumpy
old man “failed” at dealing with his grief – until a young couple moved in and backed over his mailbox. From the
publisher’s promo on Amazon.com: “Meet Ove. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. (However), Behind
the cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. Fredrik Backman’s novel about the angry old man next door is a
thoughtful exploration of the profound impact one life has on countless others.” Backman’s characters are full of life, and
they won’t let go of you after you close the book. Everyone is welcome to join the discussion!

Just wanted to express a HUGE THANK YOU to Joy, Eden, Maggie, and all of our volunteer musicians in the
choir, the children’s choir, and the handbell ensembles for a terrific Christmas Cantata this past December 8. Thank
you all so much for your time, talents, dedication, and service to our church family and the community. We want to
invite folks who would like to join the Chancel Choir this spring to contact Stephen and let him know of your
interest (sfutrell@elon.edu). Our first Chancel Choir rehearsal will be January 8 at 7:00 pm in the choir room. We
regularly rehearse on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am and each first Wednesday of the month. We’re just getting together on January 8 to kick
things off for the spring. For information regarding handbells or any of our children’s ensembles, please contact Eden (eccbells@gmail.com) or
Maggie (maggiecollinsbyerly@gmail.com). Rehearsals for children’s handbells and choir will start back on Sunday afternoon, January 5.

Blessings,
Stephen
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Allied Churches of Alamance County operates a weekday lunch and dinner program. With food
purchases and donations, 40-50 shelter residents and families from the community without food are
given a hot meal. Five servers from the assigned groups are needed for the evening meal on their
date. Lowe's Foods donates desserts for the meal. Take all of the desserts from top right shelf of the
freezer in the CLC. They will need to be defrosted a day or two earlier. Your group can provide the
meal in one of three ways: 1) Prepare the food in the CLC kitchen and deliver it there; If you choose
Option 1, you need to contact Mary Hughes, volunteer coordinator, a few days prior to your going at 336-229-0881, ext. 105. 2) Purchase and
take all ingredients to the Shelter's kitchen and prepare your meal there; or 3) Request through the Mission and Outreach Board chair that
$150.00 from the Board's budget be mailed to ACAC for the
January 5
Mission Board
July 6
Women's Fellowship
meal which will be prepared by the ACAC staff. Arrival time at
February 2
Christian Ed. Board
August 3
Trustees Board
the shelter is 6:15 pm. Serving time and cleanup is 6:30-8:00
March 2
Youth
September 7
Deacons Board
pm. Do not wear shorts, spaghetti straps, or sandals. You will
April 6
Green Church
October 5
Evangelism Board
be asked to wear an apron, hairnet and gloves and to sign in
May 4
Sr. Pastor SS Class
November 2
Book Club
June 1
Chancel Choir
December 7
Seekers SS Class
and out. Thank you for your support of this very vital
program!

Church Council Highlights
Treasurer is hopeful that we will end the year with a small surplus, although December is a busy month for expenses. So far he has not needed
to contract for a construction loan, since the total cost of “Conserving and Preserving” upgrades may come in less than predicted, and donations
keep coming in. He says, “It is rewarding and humbling to see the generosity of this congregation.”
Deacons presented their suggestions for strengthening connections between deacons and their assigned families. Next area of work is developing
an Intentional intercessory prayer ministry. Five ladies are making Prayer Shawls, which will be blessed during Worship.
Trustees reported progress of the construction project(s). Steeple has been painted. Roofing will follow completion of trim work. A reduction in
cost of the HVAC system is a promising development. Trustees have contracted a monthly “deep cleaning” of the CLC kitchen.
Board of Christian Education is excited about new Board members announced at today’s Congregational Meeting. After reviewing the Advent
workshop, they worked on setting dates for events in 2020. They plan a 1-day Board Retreat in February to plan activities for the year.
Missions & Outreach Board will meet next week to assemble deliveries to our Christmas Cheer families. With money raised by last Saturday’s
Secondhand Santa Sale (over $1,600), they can make purchases of unclaimed gift tags on the Angel Trees. Addition of the Scout troop for young
women has initiated a review of the “Boy Scout Committee” of the church for next year.
Board of Evangelism debriefed the 5th annual Secondhand Santa Sale & Craft Fair held on Dec 7. They are evaluating how to improve
administrative aspects of the sale for next year. We need a “special event” type of hang tag (1-time use) that parking lot greeters can distribute
- to help visitors feel welcome when parking is at a premium.
Women’s Fellowship: Pecan Sale - over $1,700 collected so far; Bake Sale – collected $460.
Pastor Sharon reported on recent Youth activities: served Thanksgiving Dinner at The Willows, purchased gifts for 20 kids in ECC’s BackPack
Program through Elon Elementary, watched/discussed a movie on homelessness, served as dieners at the Moravian Love Feast. A total of 22 youth
will attend annual ski retreat in January! Upcoming Children’s Activities include: Sunday, Dec. 15 – children lead worship by presenting “How the
Grinch Found Christ in Christmas.” Monday, Dec. 23 – Party for all children in the church - to allow parents to do last-minute shopping! Pastor
Sharon also networks with ministers and programs in the local community and wider UCC. On Dec. 29 she will preach here in the morning and
at Twin Lakes in the afternoon. She and Ted will be on vacation in Australia in early January.
Pastor Randy summarized his written report, pointing out an assessment of the 7 Vision 2021 Goals. He noted the enthusiasm of new members
during the Nominations process this year. He welcomed Ted Henson as Moderator for the year 2020. New 5-year goals will be addressed during
the 2021 calendar year, when Whitney Gregory will be serving as Moderator.
Moderator Carol Comfort noted for the record that annual evaluations were completed for Randy and Sharon (as required of Council in the
Constitution). January 12 was agreed on as the date for the Annual Congregational Meeting. Bill noted that Moderator will need to call an
additional meeting of Church Council to address the 2020 budget before that date.

By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
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Free Fitness Classes

Monday—HIIT
Tuesday—POUND
Wednesday—QIGONG
All classes held at 5:15 pm in the
Community Life Center.

Chat and Chow will meet next at The
Mission in Gibsonville on Friday, January 17 at 5:30
pm. Please sign up on the insert in the bulletin on
Sunday if you plan to attend. If you make a
reservation and find you cannot attend, please let
the church office know.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees
on each
donation if paid
with a credit card.
Debit cards and
checking accounts
are
encouraged!

Carol Oakley
Janet Mayse
Betty Reynolds
Gretchen Bruesehoff-Wiles
Brittany Rogers
Colleen Gutierrez
Monica Nicholson
Patrick Sheldon
Jackie Boada
Jeff Drummond
Cathy Rose
Heather Bateman
Marianne Hart
Elizabeth Boyd
Bonnie Kirk
Anna Brown
Loraine Morris
Ellen Martin
Gene Ferrell
Giuli Schacht
Jeffrey Coker
Dot Waller
Joanne Merical
Elizabeth Powell
Emery Lewis
Rachel Pool
Phoebe Harrison
Wayne Holmes
Lori Birkett
George Spivey
Packard Clifton
Mary Jane Ferrell
Janet Allen

1/3
1/3
1/4
1/4
1/5
1/6
1/6
1/7
1/7
1/12
1/13
1/14
1/15
1/16
1/16
1/18
1/18
1/18
1/18
1/18
1/19
1/19
1/19
1/20
1/20
1/26
1/27
1/27
1/27
1/29
1/29
1/29
1/29

January 5, 2020

Altar Flowers: Matt and Racheal Stimpson
Greeters: Matt and Racheal Stimpson
Ushers: Gayle Pollard, Scott Masteller,
Gus Giannola, John Henderson
Acolyte: Abby Stimpson
Liturgist: Betty Griffin
Parking Lot Greeter: Cindy Hammond
Deacon on Call: Bev Orwig
Communion Deacons: Betty Griffin, Gary
Weerts, Russ Martin, Whitney Gregory

January 12, 2020

Altar Flowers: Jane Shutt
Greeters: Tom and Faye Conally
Ushers: Sheri James, William Fisher,
Jacob Mauney, Judy Mauney
Acolyte: Marisa Tang
Liturgist: David Andes
Parking Lot Greeter: Hal Clifton
Deacon on Call: Russ Martin

January 19, 2020

Altar Flowers: Rose Ann McLelland
Greeters: Rose Ann McLelland
Ushers: Millard Gold, Peyton Lewis, Tom
Powell, Ralph Waller
Acolyte: Victoria Miller
Liturgist: Bill Blanchard
Parking Lot Greeter: Tom Powell
Deacon on Call: Connie Canova

January 26, 2020

Bob and Jean Lawton
Matt and Grace Jones
Mark and Heidi Danieley

1/9
1/13
1/30

Altar Flowers: Jane Lane
Greeters: Jane Lane
Ushers: Jim McCauley, Loudelle King,
Hugh Comfort, Carol Comfort
Acolyte: Joshua Wood
Liturgist: Derek and Marisa Tang
Parking Lot Greeter: Matt Stimpson
Deacon on Call: Sam Fowler

Mailed: 12/26/2019

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eccucc@att.net

Torch Articles

Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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