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Note from the Executive Director
We are so grateful for Aylmer and
Dave who eagerly share their
expertise in technology.
Two ladies on our team, Amy and
Susanne, spent much of their time
finding Cuban Christian ladies in
one of our churches who would like
to be prayer partners with ladies in
their church back home in Toronto.
They found 20 willing souls.
Mission accomplished!

“...giving thanks to the Father who
has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of the saints of
light” (Col 1:12)
When I think of the saints that share
in the work that God has given us to
do in Cuba, my heart swells up with
gratitude. As I think of the saints
that we work with in Cuba, my heart
overflows. And to think that one day
soon, we will receive that
inheritance together in glory! That is
the anticipation that keeps us all
going!
I returned from a trip on Nov
14th with a group of four other
individuals. Two of our team went to

Repairing a sound board

help with IT and audio issues. They
worked hard in three different
locations; the Baptist church in
Palma, the retirement home as well
as 10th Baptist Church in Santiago.

Before I left, someone special came
to me and asked if he could support
ten new pastors for a commitment
of five years! I was flabbergasted
and once again, filled with gratitude

November 2018 Ministry Team
L-R Amy Hayden, Pastor Werner, David Lee,
Susanne McLeod, Aylmer Ng

to the Lord. (We are humbled
repeatedly by how the Lord
supplies!) This would determine my
agenda for the week in Cuba. I
went with the express purpose of
interviewing and choosing 10 new
Christian workers (Pastors,
missionaries, church planters, etc).
And found them we did. What a joy
it is to see the relief that a Cuban
pastor shows when he learns that
his salary just went from $10-$20 to
$40-$60 per month! No more
scrambling to make ends meet! No
more robbing Peter to pay Paul.
Let me share the situation of two
pastors who are at the opposite end
of the spectrum. One pastor in
Santa Cruz who receives no salary,
and lives off the land, only has a
small group of 6-10 believers. He
has not seen a baptism since 2008.

He is working on hard ground but
he is being faithful. We decided
to support this man. We are so
grateful for his faithfulness, and
that he has stood firm all these
years. May God grant him an
abundant harvest one day.
Another pastor in another
location has worked for only one
year and has seen 144 souls
come to Christ. He has
numerous small groups around
his town, and his present
challenge now is to bring them
together in one place to organize
a church with newly born saints.
The revival is ongoing. For this
we are so very grateful.
Many pastors in eastern Cuba
have been supported by
churches in Brazil. However,
recently Brazil has
experienced a serious economic
downturn, and as a result
support of many workers has
ceased. This has left many
pastors in poverty, but they
continue to work faithfully.
I have one other news item - as
Continued on page 2
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of June 2019 I will be retiring from pastoral
ministry at our church (Chinese Gospel
Church in Toronto) and will be able to give
more attention to our Cuban ministry. I will be

available to travel more often to visit
churches and interested supporters. We are
grateful that God is opening doors and we
are looking forward to this new chapter in
our lives.
It goes without saying, but it must be said we could not do this work without you and
we are so grateful for you, our
supporters. May God richly bless you for
your faithful support of his work as He uses
Calvary Road.
May you be richly blessed this Christmas
season as you reflect together with all of
God's children on the wonders of his grace
in sending us his inexpressible gift, the Lord
Jesus Christ..

In His grace,
Pastor Werner Peters
Executive Director
werner1950@gmail.com
Continued from pg. 1
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Cuba Vision Trip Review
“He said to them, Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to all creation.” -Mark 16:15
We went to Cuba this past fall because we felt God tugging at
our hearts to follow in obedience to this verse. God makes it
so, so clear that we are to use the gifts he has given us, to
bless others in need of them.
Lots of praying, packing, and humility was needed in preparation for this amazing experience. We didn’t really know what to
expect, seeing that it was our first missions trip.
To begin, the food was much better than expected. We were
treated like royalty every second we were there. Seeing the
generosity in the hearts of the Cuban people, despite the circumstances they were living in was a real eye opener and a
humbling time for us all. They have so little yet they give so
much. It felt like joy was literally radiating off of these incredible
Godly people. God really humbled our hearts just to be able to
see our higher calling in his ultimate plan. The Lord works
through the hearts of those who have completely surrendered
everything to him and that’s exactly what the Cuban church
families have succeeded in doing. We always hear about people who have gone through trials and came out with a stronger
faith but to really see that with our own eyes was a true blessing and encouragement to us.
Unashamed is a word fit for describing the worship of the
churches we visited in Cuba. We will never forget the sound of
their voices praising the Lord within the walls of that tiny
church. Even with a language barrier we felt the Lord’s presence there.
We praise the Lord for the blessing and ability to have experienced this trip and the massive encouragement it was to us.
“Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous deeds among all the peoples.”
1 Chronicles 16:24
And in Jesus’ name, whom we are not ashamed!
-Paige Willis and Sophia Kember

Sophia, Maylin (translator) & Paige
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A Note from the Treasurer
hardly understand how scary, and then
disheartening this experience must be, in
a country where insurance is nonexistent, and even if it were, no one could
afford it. Hurricane shutters for the windows, and 3 hurricane proof doors complete the construction, with the third door
off the living room so that families can
build on more bedrooms as they are able.
Praise God from whom all blessings
flow! Praise Him all creatures here
below. And so goes the doxology of
the church, for generations now.
It is no different today! How thankful
we are to God for His provision for
His work – in Cuba, through the ministry of Calvary Road.
We praise the Name of our Lord –
just look at the thermometer bursting
and overflowing, and that is how our
hearts are. We praise God for the
leadership and people of People’s
Church of Sarnia-Lambton, who this
year took up a huge challenge to
raise funds to underwrite our core

homes project in Cuba. As mentioned briefly in our fall newsletter,
Calvary Road has developed a project to build “core homes”, that is, 6
meter by 6 meter concrete homes,
that can withstand hurricane force
winds. The design of these homes is
very simple – one living room, one
bedroom, one kitchen and one bathroom. The construction is entirely
concrete – floor, walls, and roof, so
that the residents will no longer need
to flee and try to find shelter elsewhere during hurricanes, only to
return home after the storm and find
that all their earthly possessions
have been blown away. We can

Selena Campbell, Pastor Werner, Kira Belanger

So, we praise our God and thank Him,
and People’s Church of Sarnia-Lambton
for raising over $63,000 for our core
homes project. That amount means that
dozens of core homes will be able to be
built, primarily in the Maisi region in eastern Cuba, which was so hard hit by Hurricane Matthew in October 2016. We
would like to give special thanks to two
young ladies, Selena Campbell and Kira
Belanger for working diligently by selling
chips, pop and other items at the baseball games this past summer and raised
just over a $1,000.00 for this cause. On
our last Vision Trip to Maisi in October,
we saw way more evidence than we
wanted of how desperate some families
are for safe housing. Surely, God’s heart
must break as much as ours when we
see situations such as we have seen.
But, God is always good, and again we
praise Him for His greatness and goodness to us in providing the funds for us to
shift our construction project into high
gear in 2019.

Elsewhere in this newsletter, Pastor
Werner offers praise to God for the
additional sponsorship that has come
in to support Cuban pastors and missionaries. Since that is the main focus of Calvary Road, we again give
our praise and thanks to our faithful
God, and to you, the supporters of
Calvary Road who share this ministry
with those of us who go on your behalf.
Our October Vision Trip to Cuba was
greatly blessed to have two teen gals
– Sophia and Paige, join with their
dads, Mervin and John. How thankful
I am to God that these folks joined
with us, because the teens especially
help us older folks to re-experience
Cuba afresh through younger eyes
and minds. I am sure you have already enjoyed reading Sophia and
Paige’s report in this newsletter.
Mervin and John’s example reminded
me that taking one’s son or daughter,
or grandson or granddaughter on a
Calvary Road Vision Trip, is a trip of
a lifetime experience for both the
teen and the adult. I encourage
grandparents especially, if you have
Continued on page 4

Please send your support
for Calvary Road's mission
to Cuba to:
Calvary Road Gospel
Association
c/o David Ross
39 Inverness Crescent
Riverview, NB E1B 3Z6
Or
Give online at:
CalvaryRoad.ca

Barry McIlwaine with Pastor Werner
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a teen grandchild who loves the Lord, and you want to
share a life-building bond with them, then please contact
our Secretary, Walt Noordam for Vision Team trip details. We would love to have you join with us, and we
can guarantee you that you both will be blessed beyond
measure for doing so. At this time of the year, we are

October 2018 Vision Team

especially reminded of how much we have, and how
grateful we really should be. As I wrap up 38 years as
Treasurer of Calvary Road (and transfer these duties to
Austin So of our Leadership Team), I see God’s hand of
faithfulness and provision all through our history. We
have such a small group of supporters, and the ministry
itself is tiny by virtually any scale, but such wonderful,
life and kingdom impacting things are being accomplished through this ministry. God is so faithful, and He
continues to give to us, and through us. May this Christmas season be especially meaningful to you and your
family, as you together consider how God may have you
shift direction be it ever so slightly to make a greater
impact in His Kingdom work in 2019, as we live out our
thanks because He first gave His Son to us, and for us.
P.S. Donations post-marked by December 31st will be
receipted for 2018; alternately, support can be done
online at CalvaryRoad.ca through our Canada Helps
portal. 2018 charitable giving receipts will issue in early
2019
-Dave Ross
Continued from page 3
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Cuba Pastor Profile
Osmanlis is pastor of Santa
Marta Church in the Maisi area
of eastern Cuba. He is married
to Mayennis and they have one
daughter, Keren with another
baby due soon. This church
was originally buried in the
woods until hurricane Matthew
wiped everything away in
2016.
Osmanlis was born into a
Roman Catholic home and did
receive some instruction that
Osmanlis Gonzalez
there is a creator and a need
Ramirez with Mayennis
for a Saviour to forgive all their
& Keren
sins. Osmanlis was previously
married before he became a Christian and had a
daughter Erika Beatriz Navarro who presently is 17
years of age.
Osmanlis has a Bachelor of Education degree specializing in physics–electronics and a Masters of Science degree.
In 2008 while he was going through a great marriage
crisis, Osmanlis and Mayennis accepted Christ as
their Lord and Saviour. After a year they were baptized and from that moment on they began to serve
the Lord with more dedication and devotion.
In 2012 he felt the call to go into ministry and began to work in the youth department in Los Llanos,
Maisi district. After working with the youth for 4 years
in the Ovando area, and graduating from the seminary he became the pastor of a church in Santa Marta in March 2017. At that time there were 7 children
and 9 adults. This church has since grown to 85. He
is happy to say “Ebenezer” - the Lord has helped us
so far.
“But thanks be to God, who gives us victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.”
1 Cor. 15:57-58

Calvary Road Gospel
Association
Vision/Ministry Trips
October 2019
Spring 2020
Fall 2020
Come along and be blessed!
If interested in going to Cuba,
please contact Walt Noordam
by email for more information:
wynoordam@gmail.com

If you no longer wish to receive this
newsletter, please advise us by way
of mail or email:

Walt Noordam
526 Chantel Court
Sarnia, ON N7T 6H7
wynoordam@gmail.com

